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AFC EAST 
Buffalo Bills 


OFFENSE: 
QB ROB JOHNSON 

In limited playing time, Johnson 
has shown he can be a fine NFL 
quarterback. But can he get it 
done over the long haul? Head 
coach Wade Phillips obviously 
feels Johnson can take Buffalo's 
passing game to new heights; oth- 
erwise, Phillips wouldn't have 
started Johnson in the playoffs last 
season. Durability remains the 
biggest concern. 


DEFENSE: 
DE MARCELLUS WILEY 
y Think Wiley has some big 
shoes to fill? He’s merely replacing 
DRE Bruce Smith, a future Hall of 
Famer and the second-leading 
sacker in NFL history. For the Bills’ 


King-of-arms: For the Buccaneers’ 
offense to improve, QB Shaun King 
must become more consistent 


eet the athletes whose play is very likely to 
make or break their teams this season. The 
pivotal players for all 31 NFL teams. 

This does not necessarily mean each team's 
best player. In fact, in most cases, it's quite the 
opposite. Barring injury, players like Peyton Manning, 

} Marshall Faulk and Warren Sapp should almost cer- 
tainly have strong seasons. Their teams view their star- 
studded play as a given. That makes them critically 
important players, but not necessarily pivotal players. 

Pivotal players are those performers at a crossroads 
for varying reasons — young players on the verge of a 
breakthough at a position of need, stars coming off a 
major injury, standouts coming off a disappointing 


They are wild cards. If they come through, their 
team will benefit mightily. If they don't, their team will 
pay the price. Their teams desperately need for them 
to deliver, but whether they will do so is open to 


What follows is.a team-by-team look at these per- 


tai 


ayers 


THESE PLAYERS NEED TO STEP UP FOR 


defense to approach last season’s 
league-leading form, Wiley must 
prove he can pressure the passer 
on a consistent basis. He has 
shown he can get it done as a 
part-timer. 


Indianapolis Colts 
OFFENSE: 
WRs E.G. GREEN / 
JEROME PATHON 
Marvin Harrison is a given, but 
one of these third-year players 
must step up to solidify the No. 2 
WR spot. For Green, health is 
the key issue. He has been 
plagued by injuries and suffered 
a horrific broken leg in January’s 
playoffs. Pathon’s production fell 
way off in ’99. He has great ath- 
letic ability but must become 
more consistent. 


DEFENSE: 
LB CORNELIUS BENNETT 
At the age of 34, Bennett was 
the Colts’ top defensive playmaker 
last year. At 35, will he be able to 
bounce back from a season-end- 
ing knee injury? Even in his mid- 
30s, Bennett proved that he can 
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cover backs and tight ends and fill 
holes vs. the run. The Colts’ 
defense isn’t the same without 
him. 


Miami Dolphins 
OFFENSE: 
RB J.J. JOHNSON 

Miami’s QBs were strongly 
considered, but they’re more like- 
ly to play a complementary role 
under Dave Wannstedt. If 
Wannstedt's running game is to 
get off the ground, Johnson must 
stay healthy and prove he can be 
an every-down back. He was 
plagued by hamstring injuries as 
a rookie. 

DEFENSE: 
DE JASON TAYLOR 

In '98, Taylor had nine sacks 
and appeared to be on the cusp of 
greatness. In ’99, he vanished 
from the pass-rushing radar 
screen. When he’s on his game, 
Taylor brings rare speed and 
quickness off the edge. But he 
must maintain his weight (he was 
down to 240 at the end of last sea- 
son) and intensity for 16 games. 


New England Patriots 
OFFENSE: 
WR TERRY GLENN 
Quite simply, the Patriots’ 
offense is more effective when 
Glenn is on the field. He’s a 
superquick, explosive receiver 
capable of stretching any defense. 
Problem is, Glenn often seems to 
be absent, either physically or 
mentally. He is very fond of Bill 
Belichick, so the arrow could be 
pointing up. 
DEFENSE: 
LB TED JOHNSON 
Will Johnson be able to play a 
full season? He has missed time 
each of the last two years with 
separate biceps injuries. He is one 


of the Patriots’ foremost leaders, 
and several defensive players 
commented that there’s a different 
feel with Johnson in the huddle 
and on the field. The Pats need as 
many healthy LBs as possible in 
their new 3-4 scheme. 


New York Jets 
OFFENSE: 
OT JASON FABINI 

Fabini is making the big 
switch from right tackle to left 
tackle, replacing the retired 
Jumbo Elliott. Fabini is also com- 
ing off a major knee injury. His 
play at left tackle is critical, 
because QB Vinny Testaverde is 
coming off a ruptured Achilles 
tendon, and his mobility proba- 
bly won't be what it was. 

DEFENSE: 
MARCUS COLEMAN 

Coleman had a breakthrough 
year in ‘99, and the Jets reward- 
ed him with a long-term contract. 
Now Coleman must prove that 
his big year wasn't a fluke. Cole- 
man has prototype size (6-2, 
210), and last season he was 
every bit as good as teammate 


Aaron Glenn, who has gone to 
multiple Pro Bowls. 


AFC CENTRAL 


Baltimore Ravens 
OFFENSE: 
QB TONY BANKS 

The Ravens hope Banks picks 
up where he left off last season, 
when he looked very impressive 
leading the team to a 6-4 record 
down the stretch after being buried 
in head coach Brian Billick’s dog- 
house entering the '99 campaign. 
There’s no doubt Banks has a big- 
league arm, but he must do a bet- 
ter job of consistently protecting 
the football — or else a quick hook 
in favor of Trent Dilfer is a strong 
possibility. 

DEFENSE: 
OLB PETER BOULWARE 

Playing with just one good arm 
— the result of a lingering shoulder 
injury initially suffered in the sec- 
ond game of the '98 season — 
Boulware still managed 10 sacks 
in '99. Following offseason surgery, 
he says he'd like to double that 
total in 2000, a feat that could 
assure the Ravens of having the 
NFLs most dangerous defense — 
provided fellow LB Ray Lewis’ legal 
problems don't stand in the way. 


Cincinnati Bengals 
OFFENSE: 
QB AKILI SMITH 
Chances are the Bengals’ offen- 
sive fortunes will rise and fall with 
Smith this season. After an abbre- 
viated rookie campaign, Smith 
enters the season as the No. 1 QB. 
His development is the key not 
only to this season but to the future 
of the franchise as well. 
DEFENSE: 
LB TAKEO SPIKES 


The Bengals are switching from 


_THEIR TEAMS IN —2C_JC_JCJ) 


a 3-4 defense to a 4-3 set this sea- 
son. The new scheme will be 
designed to feature the abilities of 
Spikes, who will move outside after 
playing inside in '99. Cincinnati is 
betting that giving Spikes more 
freedom will put him in position to 
make more big plays. Spikes must 
be an impact player if the defense 
is to work at peak efficiency. 


OFFENSE: 
RB ERRICT RHETT 
Last season the Browns had the 
worst rushing attack in the NFL. 
They gave Terry Kirby and Karim 
Abdul-Jabbar chances to be the 
No. 1 back, but each failed to daz- 
zle. Enter Rhett, who was signed 
as a free agent. The Browns see 
him as the stopgap solution at run- 
ning back until they get the long- 
term answer. Rhett will be expect- 
ed to generate a rushing attack to 
take pressure off QB Tim Couch. 
DEFENSE: 


Cleveland was desperately 
seeking pass rushers in the off- 
season, and shelled out $30 mil- 
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lion over six years to the ex-Steel- 
er. Roye is not a sure thing, 
though, as he has produced just 
nine sacks in four NFL seasons. 


Jacksonville Jaguars 
OFFENSE: 
RB FRED TAYLOR 

This is an obvious choice 
because he is just so good. If he 
stays healthy — which he wasn’t 
last season — Taylor could post 
monster rushing totals. Consider- 
ing the Jaguars are very ground- 


Game Patriot: Ted Johnson Is 
4 tough player but the Pats need 
him to stay healthy in 2000 


signed in the offseason to push 
Stewart for the job. But if Stewart 
regains his form and confidence, 
he can do things Graham can only 
dream of. 
DEFENSE: 
CHAD SCOTT 

Scott had a promising rookie 

year, suffered a major knee injury 


By the PFW EDITORS 


oriented, they need Taylor to 
come through. This is even more 
important now that Taylor’s for- 
mer backup, James Stewart, 
signed with the Lions as a free 
agent. 


DEFENSE: 
LB HARDY NICKERSON 

Nickerson was signed to put this 
defense over the top. The Jaguars 
wanted a middle linebacker who 
would make opponents fear run- 
ning inside. Considering the Jag- 
uars are obsessed with beating the 
Titans, Nickerson is viewed as a 
guy who can help slow down RB 
Eddie George. With DTs Gary 
Walker, Seth Payne and Larry 
Smith up front, the Jaguars believe 
they may be one the strongest NFL 

teams up the middle. 


Pittsburgh Steelers 
OFFENSE: 
QB KORDELL STEWART 

This is Stewart's make-or-break 
year. He has struggled each of the 
last two seasons after a breakout 
campaign in '97. Head coach Bill 
Cowher benched Stewart at the 
end of last year. Kent Graham was 


during the '98 offseason, missed 
all of the following season and 
wasn’t the same player upon 
returning in ’99. Scott has fine size 
(6-1, 192) and strength for a cor- 
ner, but he must regain his speed 
and quickness to be effective in 
Pittsburgh’s zone-blitz scheme. 


OFFENSE: 
WR YANCEY THIGPEN 

Thigpen has played in only 19 
of the 32 games in which he’s 
been with the Titans. His presence 
alone makes a difference in the 
team’s passing game, so he needs 
to stay healthy. Thigpen does have 
big-play ability. He just hasn't 
shown the Titans enough of it. 

DEFENSE: 
LB RANDALL GODFREY 

Tennessee has been wanting to 
upgrade its MLB position for some 
time, and it’s very likely that God- 
frey will play there. In Godfrey, the 
Titans believe they have the final 
piece to their defensive puzzle: 
another speedy, play-making line- 
backer. If Godfrey plays to the level 
the Titans think he can, the team’s 
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defense could be even better in 
2000. 
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Denver Broncos 


OFFENSE: 
QB BRIAN GRIESE 

The Broncos have several 
questions on offense, but the 
biggest is whether Griese is the 
answer at quarterback. Last sea- 
son he played fairly efficiently but 
did not make enough plays on his 
own. If he can learn to do that, 
Denver's offense has enough 
ammo to be dangerous. If not, the 
Broncos may turn to Gus Frerotte. 
At presstime, rumors about Steve 
Young continued to swirl. 

DEFENSE: 
DE KAVIKA PITTMAN 

One of the problems Denver's 
defense had last season was the 
absence of a pass rush off the 
edge. So the Broncos signed 
Pittman away from the Cowboys in 
hopes he could help provide that. 
Pittman has talent and athleticism 
but has never been a consistent 
impact player. If he emerges, Den- 
ver's talented defense gains 
another dimension. 


Kansas City Chiefs 
OFFENSE: 
OLT JOHN TAIT 

A prolonged holdout cost Tait a 
lot of preseason work and some 
early-season playing time as a 
rookie, but by the end of the year 
he was playing much of the time at 
left tackle. Now that Glenn Parker 
is gone, the job is Tait’s to lose. The 
Chiefs need the Brigham Young 
product to step in seamlessly and 
protect QB Elvis Grbac’s blind side 
if their offense is to work well. 

DEFENSE: 
WLB DONNIE EDWARDS 

After losing Derrick Thomas, the 
Chiefs look for Edwards to be their 
impact player on defense. Edwards 
has great speed and comes off a 
fine 99 season. Kansas City plans 
to give him even more freedom, 
especially to rush the passer. The 
team hopes Edwards will take 
another step forward and become 
someone for whom the opposition 
must account. 


Oakland Raiders 


OFFENSE: 


Wheatley’s inside running ability 
was a pleasant surprise and a 
huge plus for the Raiders last sea- 
son. Oakland needs a similar per- 
formance from Wheatley in 2000 if 
it is to make a serious playoff run. 
But if he returns to the inconsistent, 
disappointing form he showed ear- 
lier in his pro career, the Raiders’ 
offense will be a lot easier to stop. 

DEFENSE: 
CB ERIC ALLEN 

As Charles Woodson continues 
to improve and offenses begin to 
throw away from him, a lot of pres- 
sure will be put on the Raiders’ 
other corner. For now, that’s Allen, 
who did not play up to his usual 
standards last season in his return 


from a ’98 knee injury. If Allen is 
back on top of his game, the 
Raiders’ defense gets a lot better. 
If not, Tory James could get the 
call. 


San Diego Chargers 
OFFENSE; 
RB JERMAINE FAZANDE 

lf QB Ryan Leaf is healthy 
enough to get on the field this fall, 
he becomes the Chargers’ most 
pivotal player, both for 2000 and 
the future. But that was a big ques- 
tion at presstime. San Diego 
needs a consistent running game, 
and the big, burly Fazande, who 
had one big game in an otherwise 
nondescript rookie '99 season, is 
the most likely one to provide it. 

DEFENSE: 
DT JAMAL WILLIAMS 

Now that Norman Hand is in 
New Orleans, the Chargers look to 
Williams, their 98 second-round 
supplemental pick, to step into the 
starting lineup. Hand was an out- 
standing player against the run, 
and that was a big reason San 
Diego's defense was so strong. 
The defense needs Williams to 
play at a high level, especially vs. 
the run. 


Seattle Seahawks 
OFFENSE: 
QB JON KITNA 

After a fine start to the '99 sea- 
son, Kitna really struggled down 
the stretch. Now there are serious 
questions as to whether he is the 
team’s long-term answer at quar- 
terback. If Kitna does not silence 
those doubts, it’s possible that he 
could lose his job to second-year 
man Brock Huard. 


DEFENSE: 


Sinclair is one of Seattle’s many 
defensive stars, but he did not per- 
form as such last season. The 
defensive scheme called for Sin- 
clair to line up tighter, and his sack 
totals plummeted. New defensive 
coordinator Steve Sidwell will try 
to find ways to free Sinclair up. But 
it will be up to Sinclair to make 
those schemes work on the field. 


NFCG EAST 
Arizona Cardinals 


OFFENSE: 
QB JAKE PLUMMER 

After battling injuries and poor 
game management last season, 
Plummer will be looking to 
rebound. This could be a make- 
or-break season for Plummer, as 
some people have begun to won- 
der whether “Jake the Snake” is 
really “Jake the Fake.” If Plummer 
can improve his ability to read 
defenses, stay healthy and resist 
the temptation to do everything by 
himself, the Cardinals’ offense 
should be improved over last 


year. 
DEFENSE: 
DE ANDRE WADSWORTH 
With all of the questions sur- 
rounding the availability of Simeon 
Rice, Mark Smith and Eric Swann, 
Wadsworth could all of a sudden 


find himself as the lone marquee 
player on Arizona's defensive line. 
Considering the amount of money 
he is due to make next season, it's 
time to justify his salary. 
Wadsworth is due to earn $2.9 mil- 
lion this year before his base 
salary skyrockets to $8 million in 
2001. He needs to be a dominant 
player if the Cardinals are going to 
shell out that kind of money. 


OFFENSE: 


Page, a second-year pro, will 
start training camp at right guard. 
He was a tackle in college who 
saw extended action as a rookie 
after Everett Mciver was injured. 
While Page played OK, he was still 
learning the position. The Cow- 
boys expect to see Page make a 
big jump in performance this sea- 
son. The are counting on it, as the 
only other options at guard are 
Tony Hutson, who is coming off an 
injury, and ex-Buc Jorge Diaz. 

DEFENSE: 
AN 


At presstime it looked like Deion 
Sanders was on his way out of 
Dallas, so McNeil has some pretty 
big shoes to fill. McNeil is consid- 
ered a solid corner but could feel 
the heat if injuries strike the posi- 
tion as they did last year, when 
both Kevin Smith and Kevin Math- 
is were sidelined. 


New York Giants 
OFFENSE: 
¢ DUSTY 
One of the offseason priorities 
was to upgrade the offensive line. 
Zeigler is considered the center- 
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Brian teaser: After an efficient 
"88 campaign, Broncos OB Brian 
Griese needs to make more plays 


piece of the new-look Giants’ line. 
lf Jim Fassel’s offense is finally 
going to get untracked this sea- 
son, the line will have to step up 
and protect QB Kerry Collins and 
block for whichever running back 
emerges from a crowded back- 
field. 


DEFENSE: 
S$ SHAUN WILLIAMS 

This former first-round pick will 
Start at free safety after the team 
made no effort to re-sign free 
agent Percy Ellsworth. Ellsworth 
had a knack for takeaways, some- 
thing we haven't seen from 
Williams yet. The book on Williams 
is that he is more of a run-support, 
hard-hitting safety as opposed to a 
coverage guy. 


Philadelphia Eagles 
OFFENSE: 
QB DONOVAN McNABB 

McNabb has been hard at work 
in the offseason trying to get ready 
for his sophomore NFL season. If 
the Eagles are to improve upon 
their 1999 30th-place ranking in 
total offense, McNabb will be the 
reason why. Offensive coordinator 
Rod Dowhower has raved about 
McNabb’s work ethic and the 
progress the young quarterback 
has made in the offseason. Eagles 
coaches are putting pressure on 
McNabb to turn all of his raw 
potential into production in 2000. 

DEFENSE: 
DE HUGH DOUGLAS 

When healthy, Douglas is an 
outstanding pass rusher. Howev- 
er, he has now missed portions 
of the last two seasons with 
injuries. The Eagles employ an 
aggressive approach on 
defense. With a productive Dou- 
glas chasing down quarterbacks, 
this unit will be able to be even 
more aggressive. 


Washington Redskins 
OFFENSE: 
OT SAMUELS 
The Redskins are going to be 
placing a lot of responsibility on 
the shoulders of this rookie line- 
man. Even though they re- 
signed Andy Heck, they'd like 
Samuels to earn the nod to start 
the season at left tackle. That 
means he will be protecting the 
blindside of QB Brad Johnson. 
And if Johnson goes down, you 
can likely dismiss the Redskins’ 
Super Bowl hopes. 
DEFENSE: 
LB LaVAR ARRINGTON 
The defense has undergone a 
major overhaul since the end of 
last season, and Arrington is one 
of the final pieces of the puzzle. 
The Redskins will need this line- 
backer to come in and make a big 
impact, as they have been lacking 
a playmaker at that position. Join- 
ing Derek Smith and Shawn Bar- 
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ber, Arrington is expected to start 
on the strong side. 


NFCG BENTRAL 
Chicago Bears 


OFFENSE 
RB CURTIS ENIS 

The Bears are hoping that Enis’ 
subpar performance last season 
had more to do with his recovery 
from knee surgery than anything. 
Now that he'll be even further away 
from the injury — and in a contract 
year — Chicago is expecting a big 
season. The Bears’ running game 
has been dismal in recent years, 
and Enis, a former No. 1 pick, will 
be expected to change that. 

DEFENSE 
DE PHILLIP DANIELS 

Daniels has been tabbed as the 
missing piece the Bears have need- 
ed to re-energize their pass rush. 
He was the first of three key free- 
agent additions this offseason, and 
Chicago will expect him to earn his 
money. Daniels has the size to 
defend the run and the ability to 
rush the passer. The Bears will be 
looking for both from the get-go. 


Detroit Lions 
OFFENSE 
RB JAMES STEWART 

The Lions found out how poorly 
an offense can operate without a 
running game last season. They 
don't expect a repeat with Stewart 
on board. The former Jaguar 
signed a five-year deal worth $25 
million, and it will be his job to give 
the offense the balance it sorely 
missed last season. Stewart gives 
head coach Bobby Ross the bruis- 
ing, straight-ahead runner he likes 
to employ. 

DEFENSE 
CB BRYANT WESTBROOK 

Westbrook had a terrible 1999 
season, as injuries and penalty 
flags wreaked havoc with his con- 
fidence and productivity. But the 
team still has faith in Westbrook, 
who has the ability to be a solid 
NFL cornerback. Detroit's pass 
coverage was very problematic 
last season. Its possible resur- 
gence is greatly tied to the play of 
Westbrook. 


Green Bay Packers 
OFFENSE 
QB BRETT FAVRE 

Favre is coming off his worst 
season since 1993, and his return 
to form is a must for the Packers’ 
offense to find its rhythm. While a 
thumb injury had a lot to do with 
Favre's ineffectiveness, his own 
poor decision-making led to many 
mistakes. Favre will have to learn 
the ways of a new coaching staff 
while he tries to put his game back 
on track. 

DEFENSE 
DT SANTANA DOTSON 

After suffering a stinger in 
Game Two and missing Games 
Three through Six, Dotson was 
basically a one-armed player last 
season. Hence, his play was not 
commensurate with his $5.16 mil- 
lion average salary. Dotson has 
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been a staple on the Packers’ de- 
fense, and his production is vital to 
a front line that will have a new 
look in 2000. 


Minnesota Vikings 
OFFENSE 
€ MATT BIRK 

Birk is probably the most pivotal 
player you've never heard of. The 
third-year player out of Harvard 
has the daunting task of replacing 
Jeff Christy, who left for Tampa 
Bay in free agency. The Vikings 
are very high on Birk, who is the 
opposite of Christy in that he’s 
more of a power center. But the 
position requires more than just 
ability, and it will be interesting to 
watch Birk develop. 

DEFENSE 
CB KENNY WRIGHT 

Wright got his feet wet as a 
rookie last season, when he was 
forced into the starting lineup after 
the demotion and subsequent 
release of Ramos McDonald in 
October. Despite his lack of expe- 
rience, Wright will likely be looked 
to as a shut-down corner, which 
seems like a lot to ask. But the 
Vikings have to start somewhere 
as they rebuild their corps of cor- 
nerbacks. 


OFFENSE 
QB SHAUN KING 

King needs to improve upon his 
rookie performance by being more 
consistent. While King’s confi- 
dence and poise belie his NFL 
inexperience, his play was at times 
shaky. The defense figures to be 
its usual dominating self, but last 
season’s NFC championship 
game proved how badly the Bucs 
need their offense to step up. 


DEFENSE: 
MLB JAMIE DUNCAN 

For the Bucs’ defense to not 
miss a beat without the departed 
Hardy Nickerson, Duncan must 
come through. Nickerson is the 
franchise's all-time leading tackler, 
and his presence could be sorely 
missed. However, the last time 
Duncan replaced Nickerson (at the 
end of the 1998 season), Duncan 
was impressive and the Bucs’ 
defense improved from sixth in the 
league to second. 


NFC WEST 
Atianta Falcons 


OFFENSE 
RB JAMAL ANDERSON 
The Falcons are hoping beyond 
hope that Anderson will be able to 
effectively resume his role as the 
team’s offensive centerpiece fol- 
lowing his devastating, season- 
ending injury suffered in Week Two 
last year. Without him in the lineup, 
Atlanta went from leading the 
league in time of possession in '98 
to having to throw the ball far too 
often last season. 
DEFENSE 
DE PATRICK KERNEY 
The Falcons’ first-round pick in 
99 is being counted on to fill the 
huge shoes of ace pass-rusher 


— 
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Chuck Smith, who has moved on 
to Carolina. After lifting weights 18 
hours a week before the team’s 
offseason workout program even 
began, Kerney has bulked up from 
261 to 275 pounds and appears 
up to the task. 


Carolina Panthers 
OFFENSE 

RB TSHIMANGA BIAKABUTUKA 

Head coach George Seifert 
says Biakabutuka is one of the 
best pure backs he’s ever seen — 
when he's healthy. Last year the 
former No. 1 pick burst out of the 
chute looking like a 1,000-yard 
lock, until assorted injuries once 
again took their toll. The Panthers 
hope a tougher offseason workout 
regimen will enable Biakabutuka to 
play at full strength the entire year. 

DEFENSE: 
DT SEAN GILBERT 

It's time for Gilbert to finally jus- 
tify the huge price the Panthers 
paid for his services two seasons 
ago. Despite once again leading 
Carolina defensive linemen in 
tackles in '99, Gilbert has been 
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ordinary at best since donning a } 


Panthers uniform. Can newcomer 
DE Chuck Smith light a fire under 
him? The Panthers are keeping 
their fingers crossed. 


New Orleans Saints 
OFFENSE 
RB RICKY WILLIAMS 

After a disappointing rookie 
campaign was further tarnished by 
his derogatory comments in a mid- 
march article of Sports II/ustrated, 
all eyes down by the. Bayou will be 
on. Williams, who has vowed to 
clean up his enigmatic act. The 
Saints seem more than willing to 
forgive him, provided he keeps his 
mouth shut and performs like the 
franchise back they expect him to 
be. 

DEFENSE: 
MLB CHARLIE CLEMONS 

The Saints hope they have filled 
the gaping hole in the middle of 
their defense with the addition of 
Clemons, a big favorite of new LB 
coach John Bunting in St. Louis 
last year. While it’s also imperative 
that DE Joe Johnson returns to full 
strength after missing the ’99 sea- 
son with a knee injury, the Saints’ 
“D" will once again have major 
problems unless it makes signifi- 
cant improvements up the gut. 


St. Louis Rams 
OFFENSE 
WR TORRY HOLT 
After finishing his rookie year 
with a flourish, averaging 71.5 
yards in receptions his last six 
games and emerging as the 
Rams’ most productive postsea- 
son receiver, many feel Holt could 
be on the verge of greatness in 
2000. Not only is he an exception- 
al talent, he also has quickly 
become a team leader with his 
superb attitude and work ethic. 
DEFENSE: 
MLB LONDON FLETCHER 
While everyone talks about how 
QB Kurt Warner came out of 
nowhere, the speedy Fletcher's 
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Bear down? Chicago is hoping 
Curtis Enis will hounce hack 


after a subpar season 


steady development at the MLB 
position was just as pleasant a sur- 
prise. With their defense expected 
to be in more of an attack mode 
this season, the Rams are now 
counting on the guy they call 
“Dot.com” to duplicate his Pro 
Bowl-caliber effort of last season. 


san Francisco 49ers 
OFFENSE 
QB JEFF GARCIA 

With the status of Steve Young 
very uncertain at presstime, Gar- 
cia could at least initially get the 
nod at the all-important QB posi- 
tion. While he displayed flashes in 
10 starts last year, including a 24- 
22 win over eventual AFC champi- 
on Tennessee in his first start, the 
former Grey Cup MVP must 
become a lot more consistent. If 
Young wears a 49ers uniform in 
2000, his ability to stay healthy 
becomes critical to the team’s out- 
look. 


DEFENSE: 
DT REGGIE McGREW 

Last year the 49ers’ first-round 
pick spent the entire season on 
injured reserve with a torn triceps 
tendon. If McGrew can_ stay 
healthy this season, he will give 
the 49ers’ defensive line a great 
deal of flexibility and allow Junior 
Bryant to move to end. If he 
returns to full strength, McGrew 
has enough quickness on run 
downs to be a legitimate force. 
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Your friends at Prime Sports Interactive and 
The Sporting News challenge you to play the two best 
Fantasy Foothall games with the best cash and prizes! 


Win a 2000 Toyota® MR2 Spyder or a 2000 Jeep® Wrangler to play 
NFL Players Fantasy Football or The Sporting News Fantasy Football Challenge. Double your chances to win by 
registering to play NFL Players Fantasy Football, the only fantasy game with it’s own TV Show on 
Fox Sports Net, and The Sporting News Fantasy Football Challenge, the original fantasy football game, want you to 
become Fantasy Football’s undisputed Champion! 


Drive away in a 2000 Toyota’ MR2 
CN Spyder or a 2000 Jeep’ Wrangler. 


PLAYERS Just for Registering to Play! 
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Fantasy 
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it’s own , 
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. eee ee e Weekly Leaderboards posted in 
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el © Overall winner will be flown to the FSPA National 

° A Chance to win a Convention to compete in the 2001 FSPA Champions League 


just for registering e Play the same game through the Internet or via Live 
¢ Overall winner will be flown to the FSPA National Fantasy Consultants 
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NFL PLAYERS 
FANTASY FOOTBALL 


The Fantasy Game With 
Its Own TV Show! 


NFL Players Fantasy Football, “The Official Fantasy Football Game of the NFL 
Players”, is the only Fantasy Game with its own TV Show on FOX Sports Net. Select 
the best team of 12 players and you could walk away with 

in Tampa, Florida. Plus, just for registering you'll: be 


entered into a drawing for a 


. The time has come to 


lead your team onto the playing field so SIGN UP NOW at www.fantasydeal.com. 


ROSTERS 

NFL Players Fantasy Football rosters consist of 12 
active players that must correspond with specific 
positions. The total salary of the 12 active players 
must be less than or equal to 420. 
2—(Quarterbacks © 3-—Running Backs 

4 — Receivers 2 — Kickers 

1 — Defense/Special Teams 

Teams submitted with incorrect or incomplete 
rosters will have a temporary roster assigned to them. 


REPORTS 

Update reports will be mailed every three 
weeks throughout the season, beginning week 
3 (Sept. 20, 2000) and are included in your 
entry fee. Customers may upgrade to weekly 
reports starting in week 3 for $14.95. Specify 
on your order form if you wish to upgrade. 


LEAGUES 

All teams will be placed in 30-team leagues. 
League formation will be finalized at the end of 
week 2. Multiple entries with different names in 
the same envelope will be place in the same 
league unless otherwise specified. 


SALARY UPGRADES 

Three salary upgrades will occur throughout the 
season in which the salary of the top player from 
each of the five possible positions (i.e. 
Quarterback, Running Back, etc.) will be 
upgraded by $5 based on the player's previous 
four week average score divided by his salary. 
There will only be one player upgraded for each 
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Winner will be announced on September 7, 2000 
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position. Players must be featured on Active 
Roster in weeks 5, 9 & 13 in order to benefit from 
the salary upgrade. 


COST TO PLAY 

Early Registration Prices and Deadlines 

© $29.95 if postmarked before midnight CT 
on July 24, 2000 

e $39.95 if postmarked before midnight CT 
on August 21, 2000 

© $49.95 if postmarked before midnight CT 
on September 2, 2000 

Entries postmarked after September 2, 2000 will 

not be accepted. Entries must be received by 

September 6, 2000 to be eligible. 


COST TO TRADE - 

Player trades are unlimited at $1.50 per trade. The 
deadline for trading is every Sunday at 11 am CT. 
All trades prior to September 3, 2000 are 


PICK OF THE WEEK 

Beginning in week 2, one player is selected each 
week by PSI’s Advisory Board. That player 
receives double points for that week’s game. 


MANAGER’S KIT 

Contains the complete official roster, weekly 
tracking sheets, 2000 NFL Schedule, Interactive 
Commissioner Instructions, and the official rules. 
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Join Resident Fantasy Expert Brady Tinker and former NFL 
players James Lofton and Bob Golic for the Pre-Season special 
beginning on August 8th. Then tune-in every week for all your 
fantasy information needs, Check your local listings for details. 


HEDPAAVERS: 
Haws ye 


PASSING 

Pass for TD > 40 yds 
Pass for TD < 40 yds 
Pass for 2 pt. conv 

Every full 25 passing yds 


PTS | KICKING 
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DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 
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Kick/Punt return TD 
Fumble rec/Interception 
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RUSH/RECEIVE PTS 
Rush/Rec forTD > 40 yds 9 
Rush/Rec forTD < 40 yds 6 


Rush/Rec for 2 pt.conv 2 
Every full 10 rush/rec yds 1 


BONUS SCORING SCENARIOS 
100 yds rushing 

100 yds receiving 

300 yds passing 

Field Goal > 50 yds 
Defense allows < 6 pts 
Defensive Shutout 


“See official rules for details, 
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Autographed NFL 
Memorabilia. 
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FANTASY 
OOTBALL CHALLENGE 
The Game That Started 
The Fantasy Craze! 


The Sporting News Fantasy Football Challenge is the game that started the fantasy craze an 
offers the best cash prize structure in the industry. All you have to do is select which 16 gridiro 
warriors you want to go to battle with and you can take home ! So tighten u 
your chin strap and get in the biggest roto game in the industry at www.fantasydeal.com! 


The Sporting News gives you 
another way to win Cash! Play 
“Game-Within-A-Game”and the 
player with the correct trivia 
answer each week wins 

. Put your football mind to 


the test and ! 
(see official rules for details) 


Rotisserie scoring system 
is based upon these 
scoring categories: 
° Total Rushing Yards 
¢ Total Rushing Average 
© Total Receiving Yards 
® Total Receiving Average 
® Total Passing Yards 
© Average per Pass Attempt 
© Kicker Scoring 
Field Goals (3) & Extra points (1) 
® Total Scoring 
Rush TD’s (6), 
Receiving TD’s (3), 
Pass TD's (3), Other TD's (6) 
2 point conversion rush (2) 
2 point conversion rec. (2) 
“All weeks are counted. 
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ROSTERS 
¢ Football rosters consist of 24 Players, 16 Active Players, which 
must correspond with specified positions, and 8 Bench 
Players, which may be comprised of any position. 
The total salary of the 16 Active Players must add 
up to less than or equal to 35,000,000. The salary cap 
and position distribution rules do not apply for Bench 
Players until they are activated to the Active Roster. 
The Active Roster of 16 players consists of: 
3-Quarterbacks 4-Running Backs 
6-Wide Receivers _1-Tight End 
2-Kickers 8-Bench Players 


REPORTS 

Bi-Weekly reports are included with the entry fees. Weekly 
reports are available for $14.95, just mark the circle on your 
order form or call 7-800-789-8980 and speak to a Live 
Fantasy Consultant. 


LEAGUE AND DIVISION FORMATIONS 

e Leagues of 25 and Divisions of 300 are formed as 
registrations are received on a first-come, first-served basis. 

© Multiple entries received in the same envelope for different 
individuals will be placed in the same league / division 
unless specified otherwise. 


MANAGER’S KIT 

Contains the complete official roster, weekly tracking 
sheets, 2000 NFL Schedule, Interactive Commissioner 
Instructions, Game-Within-A-Game Questions and the 
Official Rules. 
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Seer Seer: 


Just for Registering: 
to play The Sporting News 
Fantasy Football Challenge, 
you will be entered into a 
Sweepstakes drawing for a 
2000 Jeep® Wrangler. 


Winner will be announced on September 7, 2000 “~~ 


Early Registration Prices and Deadlines: 

© $39.95 - Postmarked by July 24, 2000 

© $49.95 - Postmarked by August 21, 2000 

e $59.95 - Postmarked by September 2, 2000 

Entries postmarked after September 2, 2000 will not be 
accepted. Receive a $10 discount for playing “Internet 
Only”. Entries must be received by September 6, 2000 to 
be eligible. 


TRANSACTION COSTS 
There are three (3) ways for customers to trade players in 
the TSN Fantasy Football Challenge - Our Interactive 
Commissioner Phone System, the Internet, or through a Live 
Fantasy Sports Consultant. The following trades are avail- 
able in the TSN Fantasy Football Challenge: 

Bench Switch ($2.50) 

© New Player Purchase for your Active Roster ($7.50) 

© New Player Purchase for your Bench ($5.00) 

Acquire a Free Agent ($1.00) 
All trades prior to September 3, 2000 at 11:00 AM CT are 
FREE, regardless of the type of transaction. Customers will 
be limited to twelve (12) total New Player Purchases during 
the season. These will include New-Active, New-Bench, and 
Free Agents. Trades may be made from Tuesday at 8:00 am 
CT through Sunday at 11:00 am CT. 


FREE AGENTS 
The Sporting News will list five (5) Free Agents each week, 
which may be picked up for $1.00 to either your Active 


Roster or your Bench. Each team will be limited to six (6) 
Free Agent Purchases throughout the season. 


AKES OFFER 


ll 


Jeeps 


THE RONG FOSS GPT ede STM kei a 


Pete be Ue ee CES AI SS 


mann Sy FOGreTmn 


Gh OwBe NG 


el 
PLA ARS 
FAEASY 


AVOUT SNUL 


FAXED ENTRIES ACCEPTED AY 972.969. Te0T 


CCS ae 
FRR see eee Sees 
ESP oP SRR Aee Se eee 
GEREERSR ERROR eRe 
EREEEEEEES 08606 
‘AEEoaS000nE008n | al 


Sign-up Online af Www. fantasydeal.con and SAE $10 off these Prices 


- Fay Only Tew rN POUT HAL. NAAN, Os 
Praesy Citys He SUVTRE FRIFTESY FOGY RAL: 


See 26 ap Customer Services fours: 


OS SS Bae Mon-Sat: Sane te Spm Cl = Suns fom i 72 neni el 
QD @® a : ; = 1 8002789 860 
BS PS aa- ; asaaieame A, XQ 

& 


= 4 
CS0eaE ei 


REQUIRED 


year ago at this time, they were three 
of the NFL’s hottest stars. 

Their teams were coming off cam- 

paigns in which they had won a 
combined 40 regular-season games, 
in great part due to their outstanding 
individual efforts. 

Prime-time national telecasts for 
the 1999 season were specially adjusted to 
promote their high-powered presence, with 
three appearances each slotted on Monday 
Night Football to close out the 20th century. 

Today? 

Coming off serious season-ending 
injuries suffered early in the 99 campaign, 
Atlanta RB Jamal Anderson, Denver RB 
Terrell Davis and N.Y. Jets QB Vinny Tes- 
taverde share the same methodical mission. 

Grinding away on a daily basis, they are 
doing everything and anything they can to, 
in effect, completely rebuild their injured 


body parts in the hopes of making them 
stronger than ever. 

With nightmarish visions of their teams’ 
stunning collapses without them in the line- 
up dancing in their heads, their sole focus is 
on regaining the brilliant form they dis- 
played two seasons ago. ~ 

And, more importantly, on bringing their 
teams back into serious playoff contention. 

“T definitely think we can come back to 
where we were before,” Anderson said of a 
Falcons team that started disintegrating mo- 
ments after he tore his right anterior cruci- 
ate ligament in the first quarter of a 24-7 
Monday-night loss at Dallas in Week Two. 

“We really only got blown out last season 
by the Rams and Jaguars, who took it to us 
early on. Other than that, we were very 
competitive and just barely lost a few 
games. I think the biggest thing we lost was 
our swagger and attitude, and I hope I can 
bring that back with me. 

“Of course, the goal is to go to the Super 
Bowl. But first we need to be a playoff team. 
Period, point blank. There’s no other reason 
to play and work as hard as we do unless we 
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make it to the championship round. 

“T can’t really articulate how excited I 
am to get back on the field. There are no 
words to explain how badly I want to play 
again.” 

There’s also no way to downplay the 
effect devastating injuries to star players 
had on the ’99 season. Right from the start, 
the game’s heaviest hitters started dropping 
like flies. 

Testaverde, who was coming off a Pro 
Bowl campaign in which he threw for 3,256 
yards and registered an eye-popping 29-7 
TD-interception ratio, was the first to go 
down. After making a quick cut in the direc- 
tion of a Curtis Martin fumble midway 
through the second quarter of the Jets’ Week 
One home opener vs. the Patriots, he crum- 
pled to the turf untouched with a torn left 
Achilles’ tendon. 

The Jets went on to lose the game 30-28 
on New England PK Adam Vinatieri’s 23- 
yard field goal with three seconds remain- 
ing. They also lost all-purpose RB Leon 
Johnson with a season-ending knee injury. 

Goodbye, playoff hopes. Hello, medioc- 
rity. 

One week later, it was Anderson’s turn to 
feel the injury bug’s wrath. In an instant, the 
NFL's poster child for durability became 
damaged goods. Coming off a season in 
which he set a club-record rushing mark of 
1,846 yards on an NFL-record 410 rushing 
attempts, Anderson suffered the first truly 
serious injury of his career. 

Goodbye, Dirty Birds. Hello, offensive 
ineptitude. 

The bug kept on biting in Week Three, 


when Cardinals CB Aeneas Williams 
knocked 49ers QB Steve Young uncon- 
scious in Arizona — with a national Mon- 
day Night TV audience once again witness- 
ing the carnage. 

The 49ers managed to win the game 24- 
10, but they lost Young for the season after 
learning he had suffered the fourth concus- 
sion of his illustrious career. 

Goodbye, Steve Young. Hello, 4-12 free- 
fall. 

One week later, the injury bug made its 
unseemly way to Mile High Country, set- 
ting its sights on none other than the 
league’s Most Valuable Player. 

In what had been billed as an AFC cham- 
pionship rematch but instead turned into a 
battle between two of the NFL’s biggest dis- 
appointments, Davis ripped his right knee 
to shreds in the Jets’ 21-13 come-from- 
behind victory. After missing only three 
games in just over four seasons due to 
injury, Davis tore his anterior cruciate liga- 
ment and partially tore his medial collateral 
ligament while sustaining cartilage damage 
in the same area. 

The Broncos had lost OLB John Mobley, 
a key defender, two weeks earlier to a sea- 
son-ending knee injury. A week after Davis 
went down, they lost TE Shannon Sharpe 
for the season after he broke his collarbone. 
After all was said and done, a whopping 


Chain reaction: One by one, three of the NFUs 
biggest stars went down for the count early last 
season —— Vinny Testaverde (top left), Terrell 
Davis (bottom left) and Jamal Anderson (below). 


nine Broncos starters were wiped out by 
season-ending ailments. 

“Tt’s amazing how they come in bunch- 
es,” said Broncos strength and conditioning 
coach Rich Tuten. “I’ve been doing this for 
20 years, and I’d say over half that time 
we’ve gone a whole year without an ACL. I 
can remember back a lot of years when we 
finished the season with the same people we 
started with. 

“Hopefully, this year was just a fluke.” 

Rather than wasting time wondering 
whether the fickle finger of injury fate will 
stick it to them again this season, Anderson, 
Davis and Testaverde are spending almost 
every waking moment these days in various 
stages of intensive rehab. 

In each case, they wasted no time at all 
setting the rehab wheels in motion. 

“The day I got out of the hospital, I went 
right to the Falcons’ facility and immediately 
started doing exercises for my knee,” said 
Anderson, who, since joining the first team, 
previously had missed just one start in his pro 
career due to an ankle sprain (a Week Three 
game vs. the Raiders in °97). “The most 
important thing initially was working on 
range of motion, breaking up the scar tissue 
and then working on strengthening that liga- 
ment, getting it back to what it was before.” 

According to Falcons strength and condi- 
tioning coach Al Miller, it will take about 
“500 hours of rehab” before Anderson’s 
knee is fully repaired. 

“You basically have to retrain the whole 
leg — the flexibility aspect, the strength 
aspect, the speed aspect — and a lot of it 
involves the central nervous system, which 
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is a lot more intricate than the muscular sys- 
tem,” Miller said. “For a guy like Jamal at a 
skill position, he has to be able to run, to 
change directions, to plant and cut. And it 
all takes an extensive amount of time.” 

As well as one ultimate test. 

“The real crux is going to come when he 
actually steps on the field, when the pads 
and the people start flying around his feet, 
and he has to plant and cut and refocus on 
what actually caused the injury back in Sep- 
tember,” Miller said. “So far, though, he’s 
done real well. He’s open-minded and 
receptive, and that really is the biggest 
thing. I've worked with guys who’ve been 
hard to deal with, guys who try to buck you 
at every turn. If you’re close-minded and 
negative, you'll have problems. But if Jamal 
continues to be receptive and remains will- 
ing to push himself, he’ll do fine.” 

No problem, says Anderson. 

“T was fully prepared for what was ahead 
of me,” he insisted. “Having not been a 
first-round pick, I’ve always had to fight 
and battle and work harder than most peo- 


RB Kimble Anders 
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 

INJURY: Was playing at a very high level 
when he was knocked out for season in 
Week Two game vs. Broncos with torn left 
Achilles (142 rushing yards vs. Denver 
before injury late in game). K.C’s ground 
game never recuperated. 

UPDATE: Chiefs were hoping to have 
Anders fully ready to go by training camp, 
but at his age (34 in September), there was 
some doubt as to whether he could ever 
regain the top form he was displaying just 
prior to injury. 


OLT Tony Boselli 
JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 

INJURY: Tore ACL in right knee in final reg- 
ular-season game vs. Bengals. 

UPDATE: Normal recovery time for an ACL 
injury is 8-12 months. Boselli claims to be 
recuperating ahead of schedule and has 
vowed to be back for opening day — just 
eight months after the injury. 


PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 

INJURY: Out for season after suffering a 
torn biceps tendon in left arm in Week Six at 
Chicago. Also suffered a partial MCL tear in 
left knee in Week Two. 

UPDATE: Ready and raring to go, Douglas 
has vowed “to make people pay” for what he 


considered to be a very unlucky, injury-’ 


plagued '99 season. Was fully participating 
from the start in Eagles’ offseason condi- 
tioning program that began March 1. 


‘DE Greg Ellis 
| DALLAS COWBOYS 
INJURY: Out for season after fracturing left 
tia and fibula in Week 14. Underwent 
surgery that. same ate to have titanium rod 
i nated Col 
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ple. It’s like, ‘Just tell me what I need to do 
to get back on the field, and let’s do it.’ 

“With respect to my progression in rehab, 
I’m not one of those guys who worries 
about whether or not I'll be able to make the 
same cut as before. I have no mental blocks 
that will keep me from playing the way I 
have always played. 

“T hope and pray it won’t happen again, 
but hey, I’m going to be the same physical 
player as before, running through people, 
trying to go around people, trying to make 
people miss me. I was neyer one of those 
guys who was a 4.4 blazer.” 

By early July at the latest, Anderson 
expects to be back at full strength. “I’m def- 
initely pleased with my explosion off the 
line,” he said the last week of March. “They 
were actually amazed the first day I really 


Chief concern: Can Kimble Anders regain 


his peak form following a ‘98 injury? 


in the '98 draft is making steady progress, 
there was still no guarantee at presstime he 
would be ready to go full-tilt once the sea- 
son starts. 


SS Rodney Harrison 
SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 
INJURY: Defensive dynamo missed all but 
one of San Diego's final 11 contests due to 
a shoulder injury suffered in Week Five. 
UPDATE: In mid-March, Harrison said he 
was “75 percent” recovered from injury, 
which included a hairline fracture and soft 
tissue damage. Chargers felt confident 
enough about his recovery to extend con- 
tract through 2005 season at an average of 
$4 million per year. 


RB Garrison 
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 

INJURY: Broke leg on first snap of a '98 
playoff game at Atlanta and developed 
insufficient blood flow into ankle joint (avas- 
cular necrosis) that ‘i him ‘out the entire 
'99 season. | 
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started running that I was doing it so natu- 
rally. I think I’m going to be able to get the 
job done and be at least as fast — and hope- 
fully faster — than I was before, since ’m 
focusing and concentrating so much more 
on the speed and strength in my legs.” 

Davis, who at age 27 is slightly less than 
a month younger than Anderson, appears to 
be even farther along in his recovery process. 
By mid-December, he was running 100-yard 
sprints and squatting more than 300 pounds. 
At the Broncos’ minicamp at the end of 
April, Davis weighed in at 210 pounds — 
seven fewer than what he had carried in 
recent seasons — and said he was faster than 
he was before he blew out his knee. 

“His rehab probably started 24 hours after 
surgery,” Tuten said. “We started off slowly 
and worked into really picking up the pace 
around the fifth month. Into the sixth month, 
he was pretty much letting it go as far as 
working out without any limitations. 

“We've worked him pretty hard, and he’s 
done just about everything we’ve asked him 
to do as far as running straight ahead, 


: action by October, but at presstime, his 
} future remained in doubt. 


DRE Joe Johnson 
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 

INJURY: Out for season after tearing patel- 
lar tendon in right knee in '99 training camp. 
Also underwent back surgery in December 
to repair bulging disc that had plagued him 
in recent seasons. 

UPDATE: Saints are taking very cautious 


+ approach with league's highest-paid DE of 


last season. Johnson, a mainstay in Saints’ 
training room, is said to be progressing, but 
minicamp activity was limited. Rehab was 
scaled back from five days a week to four 
days as his condition improved. 


OLB John Mobley 
DENVER BRONCOS 

INJURY: Out for season after tearing ACL 
in Week Two. 

UPDATE: Claiming to be “pretty much at a 
dead heat” with fellow rehabber Terrell 
Davis, Mobley is progressing on schedule. 
He actively participated in all five practices 
in Denver's late-April minicamp and showed 
no signs of his September surgery. 


TE Shannon Sh 
BALTIMORE RAVENS 


INJURY: Out for season after breaking col- 
larbone in Week Five. 

UPDATE: Ravens have high hopes for 
seven-time Pro Bowl tight end, but 31-year 
old Sharpe was a no-show in early team 
conditioning drills and remains a question 


_ mark until his first real contact in live action. _ 
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pulling sleds, going over hurdles, doing 
agility and change-of-direction drills, run- 
ning short sprints, working on starts and 
accelerations. And he’s had no problems. 
As far as the lifting goes, he’s actually been 
doing a little bit more on his legs than he 
was last year, and doing it very well.” 

Well enough for Broncos head coach 
Mike Shanahan to predict at the NFL spring 
owners meeting that Davis would come 
back “even stronger” than he was before. 

“T think he might be in the best shape he’s 
ever been in, and I think he’s probably 
going to enjoy coming back and enjoy the 
game more than he ever has because he 
missed it so much,” Shanahan said. “TI think 
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dust in case Jamal Anderson, Terrell Davis and Vinny 


sometimes it takes an injury to realize 
exactly how much you enjoy the game and 
how much you miss it. 

“T think Terrell is like that. It was really 
hard for him to sit out. I think you take play- 
ing for granted, and when you do get a set- 
back like that, you’re kind of biting at the 
bit to get back.” 

In one sense, Tuten feels Davis’ injury 
was actually a positive because it allowed 
him to put his meteoric rise from sixth- 
round obscurity into perspective. 

“We actually approached it as if his 
career had reached halftime,” said Tuten of 
a player who, before his injury in °99, 
appeared to be on a fast track toward 
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4888: After starting off the '98 season like a house 
fs. with 21 catches for 323 yards in the first two 
= Bruce suffered a hamstring injury in Week 


Three and ended up play- 
ing just five games. He 
didn’t play. a down from 
Week Eight on and went 
on injured reserve Dec. 7. 


98, Named a Pro Bowl starter for NFC after catch- 

ing 77 passes for 1,165 yards (15.1-yard average) and 
li TDs in Rams potent passing attack. Finished season 
"with flourish with six catches for 162 yards, including 
78-yard TD catch, in Rams Super Bowl win over the 
patans: 


T LIONS 
1998: Season ground to halt in Week Three when he 
a serious knee injury while still a member of 


f 1999. Bounced back with career highs and team- 


"leading totals in rushing yards (931) and TDs (13). 


aa _Lions hope Stewart finds the Motor City to his liking and 


| revitalizes ground game that has shown little since 
| Barry Sanders’ retirement. 


"OB Brad Johnson 
WA INGTON REDSKINS 
; 1998: Suffered an undisplaced distal fracture of the 


t injury 
198 


é in his right leg in Week Two and was inactive the 


next five games. Be- 


Randall Cunningham 
filled in brilliantly in 
starting QB role. 


1999; Started all season for the Redskins and guid- 
m into playoffs, becoming only the second Red- 
ed ‘throw for over 4, 000 passing yards and fin- 


ring What looked like a career-threatening leg 
in a November game vs. Giants, 
8: After showing just flashes early on, Young 
‘played at an All-Pro level down the stretch, collecting 
3ven Sacks in his last six games and finishing with a 
leading 11 sacks despite playing with a titanium 


»d inserted in his leg. 


came trade bait after 


threatening every significant NFL rushing 
record in existence. “We needed to get his 
legs back under him and get his mind refo- 
cused, 

“Everything had happened so fast for 
Terrell, going to two Super Bowls and never 
having any time to sit back and reflect on 
what he had already done and what he 
wants to do in the future. Mentally, it’s been 
really good for him to take that kind of 
approach.” 

For Testaverde, who will turn 37 in 
November, it’s a different story. While his 
torn Achilles is by far the most serious 
injury in an action-packed 13-year career 
spent on three different teams, X-rays have 
been necessary at one time or another on 
most of his body parts. 

In 1997, as a member of the Ravens, Tes- 
taverde missed the final three games due to 
a knee strain. In °94, with Cleveland, he 
missed a pair of games due to a concussion. 
One year earlier, he missed three games due 
to a separated shoulder. In °91, with the 
Buccaneers, he missed four games due to 
injuries to his toe, thumb and back. A year 
earlier, he was hindered by a mid-season toe 
injury. Clearly, he has been through the 
wars and then some. 

Unlike Anderson and Davis, Testaverde 
did not begin supervised team conditioning 
programs in the early spring, opting to work 
out at his home in Tampa Bay in a million- 
dollar gymnasium addition modeled after 
the Jets’ training complex. But he began 
throwing in February and appeared to be 
making steady progress — with the Jets’ 
blessings. 

“He’s very confident that he’s going to be 
100 percent,” said Jets new head coach Al 
Groh. “He said, ‘Hey, coach, the last thing 
you have to have on your mind is whether 
I’m going to be ready.’ I listen to what the 
doctors have to say, but I also listen to what 
the player says.” 

Testaverde thought he’d be facing a hur- 
dle this offseason when he started to drop 
back and throw. “But I can drop back with- 
out even thinking about my foot,” he said in 
early May. “It wasn’t a hurdle at all.” 

His first live preseason game will be 
another story altogether. 

“When I have to step up and put pressure 
on the foot to take off, that will be a big 
test,’ he said. “I have to experience that to 
get through it.” 

With another NFL season fast approach- 
ing, the recovery missions of Jamal Ander- 
son, Terrell Davis and Vinny Testaverde 
remain in full throttle. 

Anderson’s knee will get its first real test 
in the Falcons’ home opener vs. the 49ers 
before squaring off one week later in Den- 
ver against Davis, who six days earlier 
returns to regular-season action in the Mon- 
day Night Football opener against defend- 
ing Super Bowl champion St. Louis. Tes- 
taverde will be the featured attraction, along 
with fellow QB Brett Favre, when the Jets 
invade Green Bay in the season’s first 
nationally televised game of the season. 

You can bet your bottom dollar they’re 
each counting the minutes, champing at the 
bit to make up for lost time. 

Injury bug be damned. | 
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eter Giunta remembers London § 


Fletcher's first training camp. 


He remembers being wowed as § 


he watched Fletcher perform on 
the practice field. He remembers 


the presence the middle line- § 


backer had in each and every 


huddle he led. He remembers the com- | 
manding voice with which Fletcher | 


spoke. 
“He was just outstanding that way,’ 


intensity all of the time.” 
Fletcher had to, because after 241 


A 


selections were made in the 1998 NFL 


draft, he was still on the board. Not only ¥ 


did Fletcher come from a small school, 


build for the pro game. 
“I've heard that a knock on me com- 


# scouts believed he had too small of a 


ing out of college was my height,’ | 
Fletcher said. “But, you know, like they | 


always say, you can’t measure a per- 


it’s what's inside: For both London Fletcher 
(59) and Zach Thomas (54), much of their success 
comes from an inner drive — their heart 


# son's heart, and I'll put my heart up § 
f against anybody, the biggest guys in | 
said Giunta, St. Louis’ defensive coordi- | 
nator. “He had that kind of determina- } 
tion, and he plays with such a high | 


the National Football League.” 

That's a refrain fellow middle line- 
backers Ed McDaniel and Zach Thomas 
are very familiar with, and it's a motto all 
three have lived by in their never-end- 
ing pursuit to prove that size doesn't 
matter when it comes to playing middle 
linebacker in the NFL. 

From their playing days in college, 
Fletcher, McDaniel and Thomas have 


4 heard the same criticisms. 


They can be too easily engulfed by 


# bigger offensive linemen. 


They can't see over the linemen and 
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into the backfield. 

They're susceptible to being beaten 
— badly — in pass coverage. 

To each criticism, the players have a 
retort. 

To being engulfed, Fletcher said, 
“The game of football is all about lever- 
age, and being short for my position, I 
already have built-in leverage. For a 
lineman to get lower than me, he’s going 
to have to be pretty much on his knees.’ 

To not seeing over linemen, McDaniel 
said, The best part about it is, people 
sometimes can't see you, sO youre 
there making a play that you're not sup- 
posed to make.” 

To being beaten in pass coverage, 
Thomas said, “I promise you (my size) 
helps me. Sometimes I get intercep- 
tions because the quarterbacks can't 
see me.’ 

Each player overcomes his size in dif- 
ferent ways, though similarities exist, 
one of the biggest being that all three 
have had nothing handed to them. 
While Fletcher went undrafted, both 
McDaniel and Thomas were fifth-round 
picks. 

But all three have exceeded expecta- 
tions and made names for themselves 
among their peers. This is how. 


LONDON 
Fletcher: 


1 I, tf 
He's like a blur 


It wasn’t that Fletcher was 
ashamed of his small stature coming 
out of college. He just believed he would 
be more appealing to NFL teams with a dif- 
ferent listed height. 

“T knew it was going to be tough for me 
to receive a lot of attention because I played 
at a Division III school,’ said Fletcher, a 
product of John Carroll University. “So in 
order to generate some attention, I needed 
to first have the right height, and being 6- 
foot looked a little better than being 5-9.” 

But now that Fletcher has established 
himself as one of the top middle lineback- 
ers in the NFL (he was named as 
an alternate to the NFC Pro > 
Bowl team this past sea- 
son), the truth can be a 
told, as it finally is on 4 
the Rams’ roster after 
being incorrect for 
Fletcher’s rookie year. 

Fletcher is actually 5- 
9% and about 240 
pounds, the former 
being more prob- 
lematic than the 
latter. Most skill- 
position players 
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would have a sizable advantage in a one- 
on-one matchup with Fletcher, and seeing 
over linemen and into the backfield can be 
a problem. But Fletcher doesn’t seem too 
concerned. 

“No, because they have a problem seeing 
me,” he said with a laugh. “I hide behind 
my linemen a lot. When a running 
back thinks he has a lane to run 
through, here I come.” 

Fletcher offsets his lack of size 
with blazing speed and a keen 
awareness of his surroundings. 
Giunta believes both are inherent. 

“Certainly, he has the instincts, the 
football intelligence to play the position,” 
Giunta said. “He also plays with tremen- 
dous, tremendous speed and quickness. 


How many middle linebackers do you have : 
deep on kickoff returns? He’s back there as | 


a lead blocker because he can flat-out run. 
He’s like a blur.” 


Former Rams head coach Dick Vermeil | 


has said he’d bet that Fletcher is one of the 
three fastest inside linebackers in the game. 
Vermeil and staff have used that speed to 
the team’s advantage, making sure that 
Fletcher is in position to make plays. He 
made plenty of them last season, leading 
the team with 138 tackles, including 80 solo 
stops. 

“We're a very aggressive defense, and 
what I mean by that is, we do a lot of dif- 
ferent things,’ Giunta said. “We want to 
keep the pressure on people by showing 
them multiple looks, and to do that you 


have to have a middle linebacker that can § 
make all the calls and adjustments neces- 


sary. And he handles that extremely well.” 
Rams vice president of player personnel 
Charley Armey thought Fletcher had the 
potential to be an impact player, 
especially on special teams, from 
the moment he laid eyes on him. In 
studying films sent by Fletcher 
himself before the 1998 draft, 
Armey quickly noticed Fletcher’s 
speed and quickness. 
But because Fletcher 
came from such a small school, 
Armey didn’t tell a soul about 
his diamond in the rough. He 
later went so far as to make the 
scout who worked Fletcher out 
swear to secrecy. 
Fletcher was never drafted — 

a chip on his shoulder that 
still carries — but he si 
Louis as a free agent. 
dent upon his arrival 
small-school 
background ~ 
was sno 8 


Special effects: 
London Fletcher 
gives many 
woult-be blockers 
blurred vision 


problem. 

“He was not in awe of anybody,” Giunta 
said, “and he told (former defensive coordi- 
nator/LB coach) John Bunting, ‘I’m going 
to make it so you guys can’t get rid of me. 

“And he was right.” 


\- McDaniel: 
Student of the game 


As a member of the Vikings’ 
practice squad in 1992, Ed McDaniel 
used to sit in the back of the team’s meet- 
ing room during film sessions and sleep. 
That changed when veteran LB Jack Del 
Rio, playing the role of school teacher to a 
T, told McDaniel to come up front and sit 
beside him. 

It turned out to be just what McDaniel 
needed. 

“T probably wouldn’t be the guy that I am 
today if it wasn’t for him, because he’s the 
one who taught me how to watch film,” 
McDaniel said. 

Studying film has become an integral 
part of McDaniel’s success, and he has 
shared his knowledge with fellow Vikings 
LBs Dwayne Rudd and Kailee Wong. 

“Tt should be a part of everybody’s game 
plan,’ McDaniel said of watching film. 
“That’s just like anybody going for a job 
interview. You gotta read up on the job that 
you want to qualify for.” 

But not all of McDaniel’s success has 
come from countless hours. of film study. 
Former Vikings defensive coordinator Foge 
Fazio, now the Redskins’ LB coach, attrib- 
utes much of McDaniel’s productivity to 
his instincts and quickness. 

“He’s not necessarily fast or really that 
strong,” Fazio said. “But he slithers 
through; he knows how to time (blitzes).” 

That’s why McDaniel has recorded no 
fewer than 135 total tackles in five of the 
last six seasons. He missed the *96 season 
with a knee injury. It’s also why 
he’s put up numbers in sacks and 
tackles for loss uncharacteristic 
of a middle line- 
backer, | ‘ 
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pookies Chris Samuels and 
Lavan Arrington 
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gle-season record for sacks by a linebacker 
with seven and became the first Vikings | 
linebacker to earn a Pro Bowl berth since 
Del Rio, of all people, in ’94. He’s also 
recorded double-digit tackles for loss in 
five of the last six seasons, including a 
team-high 10 last year. 

It’s important to note that not all 
of those numbers came from 
Fazio’s blitzes. McDaniel’s ability § 
to read and react in Fazio’s one- 
gap scheme often created more 
play-making opportunities. 

“He was going to take on (an oppos- 1 
ing blocker) and eventually get on their | 
edge and slip him,” Fazio said. “And a lot of 
times he didn’t have to worry about the cut- 
back. He just went over and made the tack- 


the Vikings were experimenting with 
McDaniel at his old weak-side LB position 
at presstime, there’s no question that Eddie 
Mac has left a lasting impression in the 
middle. 


NOTES LEEIR 


Sn ae 


ZACH 
Thomas: 


Truckin’ along 


FY Steve Thomas knew his son, 
Zach, had a future in football when 
the boy was two years old. That’s when 
Zach took on a truck and lived to tell about it. 
' Zach Thomas was straddling the back tire 
of a contractor’s truck outside his Texas 


: : 2 ) home. As the driver put his rig in reverse to 
le wither people king ae of hea Jay, he just backed over me and wen 
backhe-was ari art enough to hit it quick.” § down the middle of me,” Thomas recalled. 


Making McDaniel’s production even ber Sh Sg prey pode. 
more impressive is the fact that it has cov- | “Once he ces oe my hea d’and ‘he felt 
Eat wo posinons, Looking 91 5R oes their the bump, he panicked and punched it and 
defense with two games remaining in the : 


Sree 


Soe 


5 ; eS Z ©} then ran me over again. That’s when my dad 
Me sth ee me juggled then knew I was going to be a football player.” 
front seven. One of the changes was mov- | Since then, Thomas has beeri the one run- 
ing McDaniel from the weak-side LB posi- | : 


eT 


; bs Tia p rs ning over people, leading the Dolphins in 
tion to the middle in place of the ailing Jeff total tackles in each of his four NFL seasons. 


Just as Thomas overcame being run over 
by the 4x4, he has overcome what many 
critics believed would be his undoing in the 
weNFL — his size. 

; The 5-11, 235- 
pounder has 
vastly 


| 
Brady. | 

The Vikings found their spark, making | 
the playoffs and upsetting the Giants in the 
NFC wild-card round. They also found § 
their new middle linebacker, though his size § 
(he’s listed at a generous 5-11 and 229 


pounds) wasn’t characteristic of the posi- | phe 
tion. : 
His ferocity, however, was. ' a { 
“As long as you've got a goods, 
doctor to put you back togethe: 7 ©. 
you've got the heart and the wi \ | ; D2 
go out there ... why be ti +, bp a ? 
McDaniel asked. ; ve . = 
McDaniel knows about bei a - 
put back together. He’s é a7 
surgery on both knees in thi ’ 
four years. But neither setback 
has gotten the better of him. In 
fact, after playing in just one 
quarter of the preseason 
action in ’99 while recover- 
ing from his second knee 
injury, McDaniel went 
on to play in every reg- 
ular-season and 
playoff game, 
rarely coming off 
the field. 
And _ while 
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4 Bight NFL seasons 


exceeded the expectations of a fifth-round 
draft pick, leaving many personnel people 


, with egg on their face. 


“We had really thought that he would go 
a little quicker,” said Spike Dykes, 
Thomas’ former head coach at Texas Tech. 
“But, you know, it’s the same old thing. 
Those people with all the stats, they’ve got 
to, I guess, think about the height, weight, 
speed, etc. 

“The funny thing about it, having con- 
versations with (former Dolphins head 
coach) Jimmy Johnson, Jimmy really want- 
ed (Thomas) because he really felt like he 
had a lot of things that he was looking for.” 

The most important thing of all being 
play-making ability, which Dykes said 
comes from Thomas’ feel for the game and 
intense film study. Thomas said it goes even 
deeper. 

“T hate to lose,” Thomas said. “It doesn’t 
matter if it’s playing basketball or Ping- 
Pong, I hate losing. I am a poor loser. I 
think that’s one thing that helps me, wanti- 
ng to win so bad that my intensity is higher 
because I’m going to give everything I 
can.” 

But Thomas’ intensity doesn’t only come 
from an unabashed will to win. The unset- 
tling words of pundits also drove Thomas to 
succeed. In fact, when Thomas was enter- 
ing his rookie year, his mother, Bobbi, often 
sent articles that questioned her son’s abili- 
ty and future in football. 

“She knows how to get the best out of 
me. But she’s the one who stunted my 
growth in the first place,” Thomas said jok- 
ingly. “She’s like 5-4. My brother's 6-2, my 
dad’s 6-2, my sis- 
ter’s even 5-9. But 


Tackio machine: (my mother) says 

Fd McDaniel has she gave me heart.” 

Covered up many & Thomas has taken 
| quarterback in his care of the rest. A 


tireless work ethic, 
the instincts of a 
seasoned veteran 
and a favorable defensive scheme have 
combined to place Thomas among the 
league’s elite middle linebackers. 
Thomas said his responsibility in the 
Dolphins’ defense is basically “to 
just run and make plays all 

over the field.” 

With the help of disrup- 

tive DTs Tim Bowens 
_ and Daryl Gardener 
— whom Thomas 
endowed with 
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Rolex watches for their play last season, 
which helped earn Thomas a spot on the 
AFC Pro Bowl team — Thomas is free to 
roam the field. Run-stuffing has been a sta- 
ple of Thomas’ game, but he has worked 
especially hard on his pass coverage, which 
he said is aided by his small stature: If a 
quarterback can’t see him, the better 
Thomas’ chances are for an interception. 

“T’ve worked on my pass coverage the 
last couple of years to make myself better 
so I don’t have to leave the field’’ Thomas 
said. “I hate leaving the field.” 

With at least 10 passes defensed in each 
of the last three seasons — numbers very 
uncharacteristic of a middle linebacker — 
the Dolphins wouldn’t think of taking 
Thomas off the field. 

Not even a 4x4 could do that. 


While Fletcher, McDaniel and Thomas § 
may seem like pioneers, they’re hardly the § 
only undersized middle linebackers to ; 
produce at exceptional levels in the 
NFL. “ 
“You’ve got guys like Sam? 
Mills, Jessie Tuggle, Mike Sin- 


gletary,’ McDaniel said, wail ‘ab 


a 


were doing it before we were actually doing 
it.” 

Just as Mills, Tuggle and Singletary 
helped pave the way for Fletcher, 


| could pave the way for others. Thomas 
believes that the more success he and other 


chance that NFL teams will take more 
risks when it comes to drafting smaller 
players. 

“T told (Cowboys Pro Bowl OLB) Dexter 


“See how he panned out?” 
Alas, it will never be enough. The critics 
will always be out in full force when a small 
| kid comes along, itching for a shot in the 
NEL. It happens every year. But the more 


Zach Thomases there are, the fewer critics 
there will be. 


Fazio said. “They’re smart, they’re 
ub strong enough, they’re quick 
enough, they make tackles, they 


* 
4 
o 


, the game is all about.” | 


More than a 
run-stuffer: 
Zach Thomas has 
worked tirelessly 
on his pass defense 
to improve his game 


70 JOIN THE CLUB 


McDaniel and Thomas, the latter three J 


*backers of his ilk have, the better the | 


(Coakley) that I helped him out a little bit,” | 
Thomas said of Dallas’ third-round pick in J 
1997, one year after Thomas was drafted. | 


London Fletchers and Ed McDaniels and | 


“Those guys are football players,” | 


know football. I mean, that’s what J 
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Who Dat? 


NGUYEN LOOKING 


Zach Thomas sound- 
ed like the leader of a 
rebellion when he dis- 
cussed Dat Nguyen’s 
chances of making it as 
an undersized middle 
linebacker in the NFL. 

“You gotta beat the 


system, man,” said {iy 
Thomas, who should 2 
know. At 5-11, 235 6 
pounds, Thomas has 5 
been the Dolphins’ 2) 
) starting middle line- 2 
backer since being 
drafted in 1996. 
“You look at Dat | Next in line: 


Nguyen, he made all Dat Nguyen 


those plays (in college) 
... he’s a small guy, but 
he’s doing well for the 
Cowboys. I’m happy for him.” 

The “system” Thomas referred to is 
scouts’ long-standing belief of matter over 
mind. In other words, size over what's 
inside. , 

At 5-11, 231 pounds, Nguyen lacks the 


has Impressed 
the Cowboys 


» height and weight most scouts look for in a 


middle linebacker. But he was one of the 
most ballyhooed ‘backers in the nation dur- 


4 ing his days at Texas A&M, finishing second 


in voting for the Butkus Award (best colle- 
giate linebacker) his senior year. The Cow- 
boys felt they could make Nguyen an NFL 
linebacker and spent a third-round pick on 
him in the 1999 draft. 

, Nguyen spent his rookie year on special 
teams and in nickel packages. But with Ran- 
dall Godfrey departing for Tennessee via 
free agency, Nguyen will compete for the 
starting MLB job in training camp. 

“He really works hard at studying an 


+ opponent,” Cowboys LB coach George 


Edwards said, “and he has really good 
instincts for the game. | think that enables 
him to make quicker decisions and make 


) some rewarding gambles sometimes.” 


Nguyen and Thomas are a lot alike. They 
both have a tireless work ethic and are 
relentless competitors. They both have bet- 


? ter quickness than puré-speed, and it helps 


if they're protected with big defensive line- 
men in front of them. 

And like Thomas, Nguyen’s small size 
belies his play-making ability. 

“| think the bottom line in this league is, 
when you get into position to make a play, 
you either make it or you don’t,” Edwards 
said. “More times than not, (Dat is) going to 
make plays when he gets in position to 


' make them.” 


Nguyen has showed the Cowboys that he 
can be a general in the middle of the field, 
read all the progressions the offense goes 
through and then react accordingly. If he 
keeps it up and wins the starting job, 
Nguyen will join a growing list of undersized 
middie ‘backers who make it in the NFL. 

“We really think a lot of Dat,” Edwards 
said. “We're looking to increase his role this 
year, and we're excited about it.” 


— JEFF AGREST 
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PFVV's 
Joel Buchsbaum 
ranks the 

top NEL players 
by position 


couple of years ago, people wanted to know what 
would happen to the NFL when great players such 
as Dan Marino, John Elway, Jerry Rice, Steve Young, 
Deion Sanders, Bruce Smith, Troy Aikman, Michael 
Irvin and Barry Sanders retired or got old and 
were no longer dominating, impact players. Who 
would the megastars of the 2000s be? Although it 
is still a little too early to be certain, it looks as though the 
magical names of the next generation (barring major 
injuries) will be Peyton Manning, Edgerrin James, Randy 
Moss, Keyshawn Johnson, Charles Woodson, Jevon 
Kearse, Warren Sapp and perhaps Kurt Warner, LaVar 
Arrington, Courtney Brown and Champ Bailey. 

What follows are our 2000 preseason NFL player rat- 
ings. The criteria used in compiling these ratings is past 
performance, with the greatest emphasis placed on how 
a player did last season, as well as a projection of how 
the player will do this season considering age, injuries, 
supporting cast, team scheme and intangibles. These rat- 
ings are largely based on the input 
we received from scouts, personnel 
directors, GMs and coaches. Some 
top players who are coming off 
major injuries could not be rated at 
presstime, but their pre-injury 
grades are included. No rookies 
were rated on the main lists. 


Fal five: Brett 
Favre (above) tops 
the player ratings, 

followed by (opposite 


page, clockwise 
from top left) Peyton 
Manning, Warren 
Sapp, Tony Boselli 
and Larry Allen 
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\ it 
20 SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 


QB Kurt Warner .......... 4.0 


2 


OB Brett Favre 

GREEN BAY PACKERS ; 
45 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 

OG Larry Allen ............ 45 


DALLAS COWBOYS 


OT Tony Boselii........... 4.5 


JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


RB Marshall Faulk.....4.3 


ST. LOUIS RAMS 


INDIANAPOUS COLTS 


OT Jonathan Ogden . 4.3 


BALTIMORE RAVENS 


ST. LOUIS RAMS 


LB Junior Seau............. 4.3 


SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 


‘OT William Roaf ....... 4,2 
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 

. 4.1 
OAKLAND RAIDERS 
LB Kevin Harty ............ 4.1. 


JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 


4.1 


TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 


TENNESSEE TITANS 


LB Derrick Brooks.....4.1 


TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 


ST. LOUIS RAMS 


2 roe 4,0 
NEW YORK JETS 
23tes arvin Harrison ..4.0 
prehgeeston < COLTS 
P| BB TENNESSEE TITANS 
OT Walter Jones 


) 


Prey 4.0 


SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 


NEW NEW YORK JETS 


OT Ori Oriando Pace. “ae 4.0 


ST, LOUIS RAMS 


DT Trevor Pryce.....4.0 


DENVER BRONCOS 


LB Chad Brown ............ 4.0 


| SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 


$ Brian Dawkins ...4.0 


PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 


LB Donnie Edwartis...4.0 


KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 


WR Isaac Bruce... 4.0 


ST. LOUIS ST. LOUIS RAMS 


S Lawyer Milloy.......... 4.0 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 


WR Joey Galloway ..4.0 


DALLAS COWBOYS 


WR Cris Carter 
€ Tom Nalen..._. 


DENVER BRONCO 


LB Ray Lewis 


BALTIMORE RAVENS 


S Rodney Harrison 3.9 


SAN DIEGO SHARGERS 


LB Jessie Armstead 3.9 


NEW YORK GIANTS 


LB Peter Boulware 3.9 


BALTIMORE RAVENS - 


WR Eric Moulds... Bg 


BUFFALO BILLS 


RB Stephen Davis ...3.9 


WASHINGTON REDSKINS 


RB Fred Taylor... 3.9 


JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 


S$ Robert Griffith 3.9 


3 Troy V Vincent... 
DE Robert Porcher 3.9 


DETROIT Lic LIONS 


DT John Randie..... 3.8 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


DT Darrell Russell...3.8 


OAKLAND RAIDERS 


Ty Law............... 3.8 


NEW ENGLA ENGLAND PATRIOTS 


3 Sam Madison ....3.8 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 


Not graded because of Kickers were not included 
injury or other factors: in the top 50. 

CB Deion Sanders/Redskins | Those with 4.0 grades are: 
RB Terrell Davis/Broncos 1, PK Jason Elam/Broncos 
QB Steve Young/49ers 2. P Craig Hentrich/ Titans 
AB Jamal Anderson/Falcons | 3. PK Jason Hanson/Lions 
DE Jos Johnson/ Saints 4. P Mitch Berger/Vikings 


PHOTOS BY GEORGE GOJKOVICH (MANNING) / DAVID GRAHAM (SAPP, BOSELL!) / JAMES 0. SMITH (ALLEN) 


Grate scale 
5,0 — Highest possible grade; an all-time great, 
such as Jim Brown, Lawrence Taylor, Jerry Rice or 
Don Hutson, in their primes 


4.0 — — Blue chip; Pro Bowl player playing ata 
Pro Bowl level 


3.0— Red chip; solid, quality starter 


2.0— - Marginal starter or solid backup 


1.0 — Marginal player 
Legend 


@ — Age has or could diminish skills. 
x — Injury or durability concern. 
xx — Larger injury concern. 


xxx — Injury may have a tremendous impact on 
his career, which may even be in jeopardy. 


c — Player is at a crossroads in his career. 
u — Player has upside. 
d — Player is or could be declining. 


p — Grade is prior to injury. Injury situation makes 
it impossible to accurately grade this player now. 


Not ranked (injury, possible retirement) 


NAME/ TEAM GRADE COM. 
STEVE YOUNG / 4SERS oocccccccccccsscccnsee 4.0 ..pp/a 
os 8 @ 

RK NAME / TEAM GRADE COM. 
4. BRETT FAVRE / Packers... 4.5.......c 


Early last season, Favre was ‘able to overcome 
a badly damaged right throwing thumb, an out-of- 
shape Antonio Freeman and the losses of WR 
Robert Brooks, head coach Mike Holmgren and 
personal tutor/QB coach Andy Reid to lead the 
Packers to three great comeback wins in their first 
four games. But after Favre's thumb got worse, 
injuries depleted the Packers’ offensive line, and TE 
Mark Chmura went down for the season, Favre 
really struggled. With a healthy thumb that allows 
him to grip the ball, offensive game plans that make 
more sense and a legitimate tight end to throw to, 
Favre should bounce back. 


2. PEYTON MANNING / covts 

By the end of his rookie season, Manning was 
playing like a 10-year veteran. By the middle of last 
season, he was the best quarterback in the AFC 
and was making those experts who felt his upside 


was somewhat limited realize that they had under- 
estimated how good he was physically as well as 
mentally. One scout said half the teams in the NFL 
would become instant Super Bowl contenders with 
Manning on their rosters, while the Colts would 
drop out of the running if he weren't there. 


3. MURT WARNER / RAMS........ecccsscssnen 4.0...c/x 

Is he for real, or is he a one-year wonder who 
will fall apart now that teams are going to be putting 
tremendous heat on him and trying to bat down his 
passes? In his first year as a starter, Warner was 
the best quarterback and player in the NFL, and 
until the end of the season never seemed to throw 
a bad pass. But he was part of a nearly flawless 
offensive machine that was one step ahead of the 
rest of the league. 


4. MARK BRUNELL / JAGUARS ........0000.00 3.5.......c 

Still on the verge of being an elite quarterback. 
But until he starts coming up big in the playoffs, he 
will not move up to that level. 


5, VINNY TESTAVERDE ; Jere................. 3.5...x/a 

Assuming he is healthy and remembers to play 
within himself, he can throw the ball as well as any- 
one in the NFL. But his Achilles injury could rob him 
of his mobility. 


6. TROY AIKMAN / COWBOYS...........0... mc eer) 
Now that he has the fastest and best group of 
receivers he has had in years, the most talented 
offensive line in football and the offense and offen- 
sive coordinator he wanted, Aikman must show he 
still has it after two consecutive down seasons. 


7. BRAD JOHNSON / REDSKINS ... 
Johnson is a very smart player 
passer with a lot of poise and savvy. 


8. DREW BLEDSOE / PATRIOTS..........000.. 3.2...u/c 

Still has not taken the next step. Has a great arm 
and looks like a franchise player for stretches but 
then has periods when he looks awful. 


8. TRENT GIREEN / RAMS ........ccsccsseesesen 3.1...x/c 

If Green had not gotten hurt last season, Kurt 
Warner might not have gotten off the bench. Pro- 
vided he is healthy, Green is more athletic and 
mobile than Warner and is almost as accurate, but 
he is not as strong a passer down the field. 


10. JEFF GEORGE / REDSKINS .........cocccen 3. 1.......c 

Nobody in football has a stronger arm or a 
quicker release than George, who showed in '99 
that he could be a winner with good players around 
him. His intangibles and toughness remain con- 
cerns. 


11. STEVE BEUERLEIN / PANTHERS ......... 3.1 .cla/x 
Is he an old journeyman who had a once-in-a- 
lifetime career year, or an aging veteran who final- 


ly stayed healthy and came into his own in an 
offense that fit him almost perfectly? Off of last sea- 
son, Beuerlein would grade between 3.5 and 4.0, 
but off of his career, he would rate about a 2.5. 


12. JAKE PLUMMER / CARDINALGS..........:. 29...chs 

Last season Plummer was trying to play with a 
damaged hand and could not grip the ball, yet he 
still tried to do too much himself and carry the 
team. The results were a 9-24 TD-interception ratio 
and 50.8 passer rating. But while Plummer is still 
too undisciplined, takes too many chances and 
holds on to the ball too long, he also has many of 
the qualities of a young Joe Montana. 


43. STEWE MCNAIR / TTANS....ccccccco.2s7..c/0 

A fine leader who can beat you with his arm, 
legs or courage. But he must dramatically improve 
his drop-back passing skills if he is to develop into 
one of the NFL's top quarterbacks. 


14. GANNON / RAIDERS... 2.7 
A tough, mobile veteran with good intangibles 
and average throwing ability. 


15. ELVES GRBAC / cHieFs.... 

Had his best year in 1999 when the Chiefs limit- 
ed his reads, slowed the game down for him and 
relied more on their running game. Grbac throws 
well when he is not asked to do too much himself 
and has a strong arm. 


16. GHRIS CHANDLER / FALcons ... 

Still throws a beautiful deep pass | d is one of 
the best pure throwers in the game. But durability, 
intangibles and, to some degree, his ability to play 
through pain have always been negatives, and he 
is no kid anymore. 


Veterans facing make-or-break years 

KERRY COLLINS / GIANTS — Now that he has the 
supporting cast and support of his team and coaches, 
this king-sized, rifle-armed passer must show he can 
avoid the costly turnover and make the big play on a 
more consistent basis while igniting the Giants’ offense. 
Head coach Jim Fassel has worked hard to eliminate 
the hitch in Collins’ delivery and feels he can be a great 
NFL quarterback. 

ROB JOHNSON / BILLS — The starting job is 
Johnson's to lose. Now he must show he can handle 
the pressure, use the pocket better and make quicker 
decisions than he did when he started for Buffalo early 
in 1998. In practice, Johnson is a deadly accurate pass- 
er with a strong but not a bazooka arm. 

CHARLIE BATCH / LIONS — Appears to have the 
tools and intangibles to be a very good quarterback in 
the NFL, but injuries held him back much of last sea- 
son. Batch has only two NFL seasons under his belt, 
but he spent six years in college and is therefore older 


PredictaGame.com 
Cm GW I SEKEH 
PAYS YOU CASH 


for predicting Scores, Stats & More! 


Don’t just pick winners and losers 
Predict Athlete and Team Performance in: 


Football Soccer Boxing 
Baseball Golf Horse Racing 
Basketball Nascar Olympics 
Hockey Tennis World Events 


¢ Accurate Predictions Worth Cash & Prizes 
° Games Available Every Day - 
* Compete with industry Experts and other Guests 
¢ Get Nationally Ranked in Every Sport 

¢ See Real-time Fantasy Predictions Display 

« Expert Fantasy Analysis on Every NFL Game! 


ALL FREE 


from Fantasy Sports Predictions at 
www,.PredictaGame.com 
Get into the Whole Game! 


than most third-year quarterbacks. 

JEFF BLAKE / SAINTS — In New Orleans, Blake 
has a strong offensive line, a talented running back and 
a group of talented receivers who can get deep and 
take the bail away from defenders when he throws his 
rainbow deep balls. 

BRIAN GRIESE / BRONCOS — Is only entering his 
third year, but some scouts feel this heady player has 
limited upside. The Broncos will look for someone bet- 
ter if Griese does not show major improvement in 2000. 

TONY BANKS / RAVENS — Have Brian Billick and 
maturity turned Banks’ career around, or will Banks 
revert to being the “good play, bad play,” highly erratic 
quarterback who can't be relied on? 

JON KITNA / SEAHAWKS — Looked like the Sea- 
hawks’ quarterback for the next 10 years early last sea- 
son, but when defenses put the heat on him, he suf- 
fered a meltdown. This year Kitna must show Mike 
Holmgren he can handle the pressure. 

KORDELL STEWART / STEELERS — The only 
ways he can fail again this season are if he is hurt or if 
he really is not good enough. Stewart must go back to 
using his mobility, athleticism and improvisational skills 
and stop trying to show everyone he can throw the ball 
like a great drop-back passer. 

DAMON HUARD / DOLPHINS — If Huard can’t 
beat out Jay Fiedler and Jim Druckenmiller for a start- 
ris then he just is not good enough to start in the 


rm MILLER / BEARS — If he does not beat out 
Cade McNown this season, his future is as a backup. 

RANDALL CUNNINGHAM — Was 1998 just a 
mirage now that we saw the real Cunningham in ’99, or 
does he still have some good football left? 

TRENT DILFER / RAVENS — Had his chances in 
Tampa Bay but could not get the offense into the end- 
zone often enough or handle pressure well enough. He 
will not get a chance in Baltimore unless Tony Banks is 
hurt or is awful. But consider the track records of other 
quarterbacks the Buccaneers took in the first round: 
Both Steve Young and Vinny Testaverde had much 
greater success elsewhere after flopping as Bucca- 
neers, and Doug Williams won a Super Bowl in Wash- 
ington. 

RAY LUCAS / JETS — Made great strides last sea- 
son when he got a chance, but now Vinny Testaverde is 
back to start, first-round pick Chad Pennington is the 
quarterback of the future and Lucas’ favorite receiver, 
Keyshawn Johnson, is in Tampa Bay. 

JEFF LEWIS / PANTHERS — Was supposed to 
beat out Steve Beuerlein by the end of last season and 
be the Panthers’ quarterback of the future, but Beuer- 
lein had his best year, and Lewis did little to indicate he 
could start. 


Top backups 
NEIL O'DONNELL / TITANS — Can be an excellent 
backup for a top team with a strong running game, as 
he showed last season. 


Predict More, Earn More 


DOUG FLUTIE / BILLS — Can be a top backup, 
sparkplug and change-of-pace quarterback if he 
accepts his role. 

GUS FREROTTE / BRONCOS — Plays much bet- 
ter as a backup who has to start because of an injury 
to the starter. Every time he has entered a season as 
the No. 1 guy or had to play for a prolonged period, he 
has struggled. 

JEFF GARCIA / 49ERS — May have to start if 
Steve Young is not back, but Garcia’s skills and intangi- 
bles are those of a good backup. 

TY DETMER / BROWNS — Is much better coming 
off the bench when teams don't game-plan for him or 
as a one- or two-game starter. Does not have enough 
physical talent to be a true No. 1, but has a great head 
and top intangibles. 

SCOTT MITCHELL / BENGALS — Has had suc- 
cess as a backup when he knows that is his role, but he 
flopped when he was asked to be a No. 1 quarterback. 


Up and coming 

TIM COUCH / BROWNS — Sold his team on his 
toughness as a rookie and showed good passing skills 
and above-average mobility. 

DONOVAN McNABB / EAGLES — Has tremen- 
dous intangibles, toughness and running skills but 
must really improve his drop-back passing skills and 
ability to read coverages if he is to become a great 
quarterback. 

AKILI SMITH / BENGALS — A tremendous athlete 
with an outstanding arm and a lot of growing up to do. 

CADE McNOWN/BEARS — Is confident and 
poised with a good mind for the game, but needs to get 
less greedy with the ball and overcome his tendency to 
try to do too much himself. 

DAUNTE CULPEPPER / VIKINGS — Dennis Green 
had Culpepper rated No. 1 on his draft board in 1999. 
This year Green has handed Culpepper a starting job. 
At 260 pounds with 4.65 speed and a bazooka arm, 
Culpepper has unusual physical tools, but he looked as 
though he was light years away in '99. But after a mini- 
camp this spring, Randy Moss was raving about 
Culpepper's passing. 

SHAUN KING / BUCCANEERS — Showed tremen- 

dous poise for a rookie. But how much upside and abil- 
ity does re have? Will he be a limited player with good 
intangibles’ 
Bock HUARD / SEAHAWKS — This big, strap- 
ping lefty has the strongest arm and most physical abil- 
ity of the Seahawks’ quarterbacks and has overcome 
some bad habits he developed in college. 


Best of the ‘90s 
1. JOHN ELWAY / BRONCOS 
2. BRETT FAVRE / FALCONS, PACKERS 
3. STEVE YOUNG / 49ERS 
4. TROY AIKMAN / COWBOYS 
5. DAN MARINO / DOLPHINS 


RUNNING BACKS /FULLBACKS 


True fullbacks are no longer valued greatly by 
NFL teams. They now seem to define a fullback as 
a lead blocker who can catch the ball. Mike Alstott 
is really a one-back/tailback, and Sam Gash, who 
was one of the best, if not the best, pure fullbacks 
in football, was released in a cap-related move, 
even though more than 20 running backs are paid 
more than what Gash was making. 


AME / TEAM 


You just can't say how effective a back such as 
Davis or Anderson will be in his first year back from 
major knee surgery. The odds of Hearst coming all 
the way back are really slim. 


a 8 & 
RX NAME / TEAM 

He is big, fast, powerful, shifty, elusive, caches 
the ball very well and is learning how to pick up the 
blitz and block. As a rookie, he was also quite 
durable and became a much more complete back 
as the year went along. 


2. MARSHALL FAULK / Ras .. Ae 

A great runner/receiver in the mold of a young 
Thurman Thomas, Faulk also proved to be a 
tremendous team leader and positive influence. 
Faulk has one thing Thomas never had — great 
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breakaway speed — and that’s what makes him 
such a good fit in Mike Martz's fast-break offense. 
But up until two years ago, Faulk’s durability and 
Staying power were concerns. 


With Vinny Testaverde out and either a strug- 
gling Rick Mirer or a developing Ray Lucas at quar- 
terback last season, Martin carried the Jets’ 
offense. He has great run skills, heart and determi- 
nation. 


4, EDDIE GEORGE / TITANS.........ccscccu 4.0 

Unlike in prior years, this big, powerful tailback 
was able to carry the Titans’ offense and get 
stronger, not weaker, at the end of the season. He 
also developed his skills as a receiver. 


5, STEPHEN DAWES / REDSKING................ 3.9 ....c 

Finally lived up to his high-school clippings last 
season and would have led the league in rushing if 
not for a late-season injury. Learning how to run 
with his pads down and how to finish his runs made 
all the difference in the world for Davis, who still 
must prove he can do it again. 


6. FRED TAYLOR / JAGUARS oo. .ocesecstcsnt eo D.x/0/u 

Is every bit as gifted as Edgerrin James if not 
more so, but durability is a major concern after all 
the time Taylor missed last season. Combines rare 
speed for a big back with power, run skills, explo- 
siveness and finesse in a rare package and has 
above-average hands. 


7. DORSEY LEWENS / PACKERS ode? 

The only problem with Levens last season was 
that the Packers did not hand him the ball often 
enough in many games. He is a big, fast, shifty 
runner who catches the ball very well, and he will 
also pick up the blitz. 


8. COREY DILLON / BENGALS. ......cccsenn 3.5.......u 

An extremely productive power runner with great 
explosiveness and natural ability. Some say his sta- 
bility and ability to control his emotions are con- 
cerns, and he has never seemed too happy about 
staying in one city or at one school very long. One 


Steady Eddie: Titans RB Eddie George got. | 
stronger as the ‘89 season went along 


scout said, “Dillon is a big, tough, supergifted, 
immature kid who has a gift for running with the 
football but does not understand the meaning of the 
word ‘team’ yet.” 


9. EMMITT SMITH / COWBOYS ©.........0..3959....8/C 

Just when people were starting to get the obitu- 
aries ready, Smith stayed relatively healthy and had 
his best season since his glory years. Smith never 
had great speed, but his heart, vision, power and 
skill make him a premier back as long as he is rea- 
sonably healthy. 


hands, but is not a true heavy-duty back and has 
never been durable enough to play a full season. 


11, DUGE STALEY / EAGLES.......ccesensaen 3.5 

A tough, hard-nosed, extra-effort, blue-collar 
back who makes up for his lack of blazing speed 
and dazzling moves with great vision, balance and 
determination. Gains a lot of his yards after contact 
and has shown he can take a licking and keep on 
ticking. 


12, JEROME BETTIS / STEELERS ............. 3.2...d/c 

There were times last season when “the Bus” 
ran as if he had a flat tire, and he really looked like 
a back on the downside of his career. But he also 
had a similar period at the end of his career with 
the Rams before he bounced back in a big way in 
Pittsburgh. Power is Bettis’ game, but he did too 
much dancing and too little smashing last season. 


13. MIME ALSTOTT / SUccANEERG.........3.....c/u 

The only reason the Buccaneers list Alstott as a 
fullback is so he can get an almost annual trip to 
the Pro Bowl. He is generally a one-back or I-for- 
mation tailback in the John Riggins mold. Like Rig- 
gins, Alstott has tremendous power and is a very 
determined runner. While he lacks Riggins’ speed, 
Alstott is an exceptional pass receiver. Injuries 
slowed him last season, and he fumbled too much. 


14. WARRICK DUNN / BUCCANEERS......3.2....c/u 
Struggled with injuries and a reduced role last 
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year but is young enough to bounce back in a big 
way, even though he may still be best-suited to be 
a situational back. An all-purpose back who is at his 
best when he touches the ball about 15 times a 
game, Dunn has the great speed, quickness and 
elusiveness you cannot teach. He needs to get the 
ball more in the open field. Dunn and Alstott can be 
for Tampa Bay what John Riggins and Joe Wash- 
ington were for the Redskins when they were going 
to and winning Super Bowls. 


15. RICKY WILLIAMS / saintc............... 3.0......u 

Williams’ immaturity and selfishness really hurt 
him as a rookie, and those qualities could continue 
to haunt him. But he is a very gifted runner and 
football player with excellent power, good quick- 
ness and top run skills. If used correctly, he should 
be one of the best in the business. 


16. NAPOLEON KAUFMAN / Rainers....3.0 

Great speed and ability to make the big play 
make this powerful little man special, even though 
he may not run as hard inside as he once did. 


17. OLANDIS GARY / BRONCOG............... 3.0.......u 

Like Terrell Davis, Gary came out of Georgia as 
an unheralded player who had to wait a long time to 
hear his name called on Draft Day, and despite not 
having great workout numbers, rushed for more 
than 1,000 yards as a rookie, with heart and deter- 
mination as his greatest assets. But Gary is a step 
slower than Davis and is not quite as nifty and shifty. 


18. BICKY WATTERS / seAHaw«s.........3.0......d 

On the way down, but he can still be a very pro- 
ductive runner and receiver if the Seahawks can 
spell him more than they did last season. 


19. ANTOWAIN SMITH / siccc................2.9..u/c 

Has a very nice combination of size, power and 
speed. Now he will get to run out of a one-RB set, 
which is what he always wanted. 


20. T. BIAKABUTUKA / PANTHERS ..........2.9.xc/u 

Must still show he can take a licking and keep on 
ticking, but showed signs of how good he could be 
last season before he ran into his usual injury prob- 
lems. 


Veterans facing make-or-break years 

CURTIS ENIS / BEARS — After two injury-plagued 
seasons, Enis must show he can regain the speed and 
explosiveness that was missing in 1999. 

CHARLIE GARNER / 49ERS —Had an injury- 
plagued career before having a career year in 99, Can 
he go into a season as a top back and stay on the field 
long enough to show last season was legitimate? 

TYRONE WHEATLEY / RAIDERS — A big bust in 
New York whom the Dolphins waived, Wheatley finally 
started to run hard and run north-south in Oakland and 
rushed for almost 1,000 yards. Now he must show last 
season's version was the real Wheatley, not a desper- 
ate man fighting to keep his football career alive who 
will regress once he feels secure again. 

RICHARD HUNTLEY / STEELERS — May get a 
chance to either beat out or share time with Jerome 
Bettis, provided he shows he can hold on to the football 
and is not a chronic fumbler. 


Rookies to watch 

THOMAS JONES / CARDINALS — Has very good 
run skills, vision and hands and is also very smart, but 
some scouts question his ability to break tackles with 
his legs. 

JAMAL LEWIS / RAVENS — If he can get back to 
where he was before his knee (and other assorted) 
injuries, he can be this year's Edgerrin James. Lewis 
has 4.4 speed at 230-plus-pounds along with excellent 
hands, but he must run with greater patience than he 
showed last year. 

RON DAYNE / GIANTS — More of a patient, finesse 
runner until he finds the seam, but once he hits it and 
gets going north-south, he shows power and explosive- 
ness. Needs time to get rolling, so the way he is used 
and how his line blocks will be key factors. 

SHAUN ALEXANDER / SEAHAWKS — Durability 
is somewhat of a concern, but his run skills are excel- 
lent, and he catches the ball very well. Should share 
time with Ricky Watters as a rookie. 

TRUNG CANIDATE / RAMS — Would have been a 
third- or fourth-round pick for a lot of teams, but with his 
sub-4.3 speed and jackrabbit acceleration, he is a 
much better fit in the Rams' fast-break offense. 


Youngsters who could come on 
J.J. JOHNSON / DOLPHINS 
ROB KONRAD / DOLPHINS 
JOE MONTGOMERY / GIANTS 
MICHAEL PITTMAN / CARDINALS 


AHMAN GREEN / PACKERS 
JERMAINE FAZANDE / CHARGERS 
KEVIN FAULK / PATRIOTS 


Best of the "90s 
1. EMMITT SMITH / COWBOYS 
2. BARRY SANDERS / LIONS 
3. THURMAN THOMAS / BILLS 
4. MARSHALL FAULK / COLTS, RAMS 


Who would you put first: Ken Dilger, who does 
everything well but nothing great, or Tony Gonza- 
lez, who changes the way you play defense but is 
not nearly as consistent? 


Not ranked (injury and circumstances) 


NAME / TEAM GRADE COM. 
MARK CHMURA |. 3B... phox 
a a a 
RK NAME / TEAM GRADE COM. 
4. TONY GONZALEZ / cHiers.... TS feet 


Is so fast and athletic with such a ‘great catching 
range that he changes the way teams play defense 
against the Chiefs. He should become a more con- 
sistent catcher and physical blocker as he matures. 


2. DILGER / coLts.... mC PY f 

A very good blocker, catcher and runner after 
the catch who does not change the way teams 
defend the Colts but is the most complete tight end 
in football. 


3. SHANNON SHARPE / RAVENS... 

Is coming off the first major injury “of his career 
and is getting up in age, but was the best pass- 
catching tight end in football before he got hurt last 
season and had become a halfway-decent finesse 
blocker. 


4. WESLEY WALLS / PANTHERS 

Has lost a step and was never known for his 
blocking but is still an excellent receiver who knows 
how to push off and muscle defenders in the red 
zone. 


5. FRANK WYGHEGK / TITANS ...........00..0dE 

Is more of a pass-catching H-back than a line- 
of-scrimmage tight end. Has excellent hands, runs 
pretty well after the catch, reads defenses well and 
also is a great option, trick-play passer. 


6. MARK BRUENER / STEELERG...............de1.... 
A very solid blocker who catches ‘the ball well 
but lacks big-play ability. 


7. DAVID SLOAN / LoNs.... a 
Is not a great blocker but is a ‘huge ‘target who 
runs pretty well. 


8. GREG CLARK / 49&Rs.... a0 
A poor man’s Ken Dilger ‘who is not that far 
behind Dilger. 


9, CAMERON CLEELAND ; saints 
Has the ability to rank with the best but must 
show he is tough and durable enough. 


10. FREDDIE JONES / CHARGERS 
Has all the tools but has been an inconsistent 
underachiever in too many games. 


11. TONY MCGEE / BENGALS 
Is a little inconsistent catching the ball but is still 
athletic and mobile. 


12. MARCUS POLLARD /co.ts............. 3.0.......u 
Avery athletic H-back/second tight end who has 
improved almost every year. 


13. STEPHEN ALEXANDER / REDSKINS....3.0 ...u/x 

Just has to stay healthy and do it for a full sea- 
son to move way up in the rankings. Is much more 
of a receiver than a blocker and has 4.7 speed. 


44. RICKEY DUDLEY / RAIDERS 

Has Kellen Winslow-esque size and athletic abil- 
ity and is even faster than Winslow was but is a very 
erratic catcher and blocker who does not run good 
routes. Teases his own team and scares the 
defense with his talent but can never be relied upon. 


15. KYLE BRADY / sAGuaRs 

A huge target who can block as well as anyone 
but does not handle pressure well and saves most 
of his drops and fumbles for moments when the 
most is at stake. One scout says he is “unclutch,.” if 
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Super skills: Vikings WR Randy Moss has 
extremely rare physical gifts 


there is such a word. Playing in Jacksonville is a lot 
better for Brady than playing in New York was. 


Rookies to watch 

BUBBA FRANKS / PACKERS — A big, fluid tight 
end who will get a chance to fill Mark Chmura’s big 
shoes. 

ANTHONY BECHT / JETS — Has great size with 
good speed and above-average hands and blocking 
ability. 

Best of the '90s 
1. SHANNON SHARPE / BRONCOS 
2. BEN COATES / PATRIOTS 


This may be the strongest and deepest position 
in football. It kills me to have to rate Randy Moss 
first and grade him so highly, but this is one case 
where his talent is so phenomenal that all the other 
negatives become very secondary. 


AK MAME / TEAM GRADE COM. 
1. RANDY MOSS / VIKINGS «0... he .u/e 

The most talented athlete in football bar none. 
Has extremely rare size, speed, hands and jumping 
ability, an incredible knack for adjusting to the ball 
and great run-after-the-catch ability. But he is not a 
great practice player (to put it mildly), does not 
study film nearly enough or really care about who 
is guarding him and still has numerous concentra- 
tion lapses and at times will just walk away after an 
interception and let the interceptor go right by him. 
He also does not always run disciplined routes and 
has some concentration lapses. One scout calls 
Moss a selfish, immature “Superman,” while anoth- 
er says he could self-destruct at any time. 


2. HIMIMY SMITH / JAGUARS oe Be Vn 
A great downfield receiving threat who has 

excellent size and body control. Has really 

improved his hands and pass-catching skills. 


3, MEYSHAWN JOHNSON / cuccancens.....4.1 

Has great size and may be the most physical 
receiver in the game and is as competitive as any- 
one. Johnson is both selfish and a leader. 


4. MARVIN HARRISON / covte.............. 4.0 

Is not as big and physical as the other top 
receivers but has gotten tougher. Has superb 
speed, pass-catching skills and fluid moves and 
works well with Peyton Manning. 


5. ISAAC BRUCE ; Ras ... 
Is not that big or stopwatch ‘fast but is very 

deceptive, hard to cover and hard to hit. Has 

tremendous hands and pass-catching skills and 

plays fast. 

6. JOEY GALLOWAY / cowsove.............. 4.0 ..we 
Has rare speed and explosiveness, is very 

strong for his size and is an excellent runner with 
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the ball. But he is too headstrong and is not in love 
with catching over the middle. 


7. GRIS CARTER / VikiNcs.... A O.......8 

Is too old and too slow but gets open and catch- 
es everything thrown in his zip code. One scout 
said Carter is a great asset at all times and that he 
saved Randy Moss and made Jake Reed. 


8. ERIC MOULDS / sis... Rc A=] 

Is big, fast and physical, ‘catches well and is a 
potential big-play man. Was hurt by Doug Flutie’s 
lack of arm strength last season. 


3. MUHSIN MUHAMMAD / PantHers....3.8........x 

Is very big and physical with exceptional 
strength and 4.5 speed. Durability was a huge 
problem earlier in his career but is much less of an 
issue now. 


10. TERRY GLENN / PATRIOTS... 

Should be in the top three co’ 
letic ability, hands, fluidity and speed but is too 
moody and immature and not really tough enough 
mentally. 


11, ANTONIO FREEMAN / Packens........3.6......c 

Some scouts say now that Freeman has signed 
a big contract, he no longer has the hunger that 
made him great. Others say he should bounce back 
from a very disappointing 1999 season. 


12. MARCUS ROBINSON / BEanc........... 3.5...u/c 

Scouts say Robinson still lacks polish and is not 
that consistent, but with his size, speed and jump- 
ing ability, he is always a threat to get the jump ball 
and to hit the home run. 


13, TERRELL OWENS / 4geRrs... 

Like Freeman, Owens got the ‘big. money and 
really dropped off. But he is still young and proud 
enough to bounce back. 


14, ED MCCAFFREY / SRONCOs ............. 3.5 

Has great height and hands, is faster than he 
looks and may be the best blocking wide receiver in 
the game. One scout compares McCaffrey to for- 
mer Bengals standout Cris Collinsworth, saying 


McCaffrey is not as fast after the first 20 yards but 
is underrated because he is all arms and legs and 
is not pretty to watch. 


15, MICHAEL WESTBROOK / REDsKINs....3.3 ....u 

Finally seems to be putting the demons behind 
him and showing why he was such a high first- 
round pick. But he will still revert to his old ways at 
times. 


16, ROB MOORE / cAROINAL<S.... aed 
A big, fluid receiver who had one great year and 
lot of good ones. 


17. DARNAY SCOTT / BeENGALG.............. 3.3 
Is big and fast and can jump through the rafters 
but is not a very good route runner. 


18. FRANK SANDERS / caRpinais 

Is big and physical and makes the great catches 
but will still drop some easy ones and is not that 
fast. 


19. DERRICK ALEXANDER / CHicFrs ...... 


3.2 

Has very good size and speed and can run after 
the catch. Has matured but still lacks an ideal work 
ethic. 


20. HERMAN MOORE / ons 

Some scouts rate Moore as the Lions' third- -best 
wide receiver and say the injuries and his big con- 
tract have changed him. But others say Moore will 
bounce back if he can avoid injuries. 


21. MEENAN McCCARDELL / Jacuans.....3.2 .......c 
An excellent possession receiver who may have 
lost half a step. 


22, CARL PICKENS .. ee...d/c 
Has slipped but could bounce ‘back with anew 
team and a better attitude. 


23. RAGHIB ISMAIL / cowsors 

A big-play maker who has great speed and is 
learning how to be a receiver. Still will revert to his 
moody, erratic days at times. 


24, ROD SMITH / SRONCOS 
For a stopwatch slow guy, Smith makes a lot of 
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big plays. He is very athletic and has much better 
playing than stopwatch speed. 


25. JERRY RICE / 4S€RS ....cecnnsensene 3.1 

Can no longer separate or accelerate as he 
once could but is still a solid possession catcher 
with great pride, work ethic and know-how. 


26. JOHNNIE MORTON / LoNs................3.1 
A very good No. 2 receiver. Is fluid and acrobat- 
ic but has too many drops on easy throws. 


27. EME HILLIARD / GIANTS 20. ccccccneccantde 
Very solid but not special. 
28, 0.5. MCDUFFIE / DOLPHINGS.......c.cu0 3.1 


Lacks pure speed and is best-suited to operate 
out of the slot. 


es. VANGEY THIGPEN / TTANs .............. 3.0 ...x/c 
When healthy, Thigpen is a top-15 receiver, but 
when is the last time he stayed healthy? 


30. CURTIS CONWAY / cHaRGERe.........3.0........0 
Still has great big- play speed, but durability and 
consistency remain concerns. 


31. TERANCE MATHIS / FALCONS ........... 3.0.....8 
All he does is produce. 


32, WAYNE CHREBET / Jers... mc he) 
A gutty overachiever who is at ‘his best when he 
lines up in the slot. 


33. TONY MARTIN / DOLPHINS. ....-ce:ee 3.0....... 
Has slipped and is no longer that durable but is 
still a big, fast receiver who can make some plays. 


34. BOBBY ENGRAM / BeEsrez.................. 3.0 
A very solid possession catcher. Gutty. 


35. CHARLES JOHNSON / EscLEc........... 3.0 
Shows fine leadership and intangibles. A good 
No. 2 receiver but not an ace. 


On the verge 
Many of these players rate in the 3.0 range right 
now and could see their grades go into the mid-to-high 
3's and in some cases even reach 4.0 in 2000. 
GERMANE CROWELL / LIONS — Has excellent 
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size and speed. Is erratic but is a big-play maker. 

TORRY HOLT / RAMS — A tremendous natural tal- 
ent who has too many drops and fumbles for a player 
with his super talent. 

AMANI TOOMER / GIANTS — Finally started to 
repay the Giants in '99 for sticking with him for so long. 
His size and speed make him a big-play maker. 

KEVIN JOHNSON / BROWNS — Was very solid as 
a rookie but does not translate his speed to the field 
very well. 

PATRICK JEFFERS / PANTHERS — Must show 
last season was not a mirage. 


Should continue to improve or come on 

DAVID BOSTON / CARDINALS — His grade could 
skyrocket with a full training camp. Has tremendous 
size, speed and ability. 

ALBERT CONNELL / REDSKINS — Consistency 
is the key. 

PEERLESS PRICE / BILLS — Has big-play speed 
and ability. 

KEVIN DYSON / TITANS — An underachiever who 
thinks he is better than he is and may not realize how 
good he could be if he really worked at his game. One 
scout said Dyson may never realize his potential 
because he thinks he is a lot better than he is and feels 
that he has an excellent work ethic but is just kidding 
himself and does not know it. 

MATTHEW HATCHETTE / VIKINGS — Could real- 
ly come on now that Jake Reed is a Saint. 

JOE HORN / SAINTS — Seemed to be on the 
verge with the Chiefs last season. Has both size and 
downfield speed. 

TROY EDWARDS / STEELERS — Is superquick and 
very nifty and a lot stronger than you would think, but 
drops a lot of passes because he is running before he 
catches the ball. 

EDDIE KENNISON / BEARS — Needs to grow up 
and learn to be a pro. Has super speed. 

JACQUEZ GREEN / BUCCANEERS — Has super 
speed and can make people miss but is very small and 
may have to be a slot guy. 

J.J. STOKES / 49ERS — Is too big and talented not 
to be a lot better than he was in '99. 

E.G. GREEN / COLTS — Needs to show he can 
stay healthy, but he has skill. 

MARTY BOOKER / BEARS — Has Sterling Sharpe- 
like size and potential, according to one scout. 


Rookies to watch 

PETER WARRICK / BENGALS — Has rare instincts 
and running ability and plays fast. But immaturity and 
his feeling of entitlement cost him a lot more on Draft 
Day than his 40-time did. 

PLAXICO BURRESS / STEELERS — Burress could 
be a bigger Keyshawn Johnson if he grows up and 
learns what the real world is all about. 

TRAVIS TAYLOR / RAVENS — Is much more 
mature and solid than Warrick or Burress but lacks their 
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upside and superspecial qualities. 
SYLVESTER MORRIS / CHIEFS — Could turn into 
another Otis Taylor. Morris is raw but is a good person 
and hard worker. 
R. JAY SOWARD / JAGUARS — Could be an ideal 
slot receiver and another Cliff Branch or Mel Gray if he 
along with the program. 
DENNIS NORTHCUTT / BROWNS — A poor man's 
Peter Warrick who does not have Warrick’s baggage 
TODD PINKSTON / EAGLES — Too skinny but too 


good. 

DARRELL JACKSON / SEAHAWKS — Plays 
faster than he times and is very well-trained. 

DEZ WHITE / BEARS — Has big-play speed but 
erratic hands. 

DANNY FARMER / STEELERS — Could be the big 
possession receiver the Steelers need for Kordell 
Stewart. 

JERRY PORTER / RAIDERS — Has a rare combi- 
nation of size, speed and jumping ability but needs a lot 
of development and refinement. 


Best of the ‘90s 
1. JERRY RICE / 49ERS 
2. CRIS CARTER / VIKINGS 
3. MICHAEL IRVIN / COWBOYS 
4. TIM BROWN / RAIDERS 
5. HERMAN MOORE / LIONS 
6. ANDRE REED / BILLS 


It looks like the Steelers’ Dermontti Dawson has 
finally abdicated his throne. But knowing Dawson, 
he will fight to get it back. 


Hot ranked Gnjury) 
WAME / TEAM 


1. MEWIN MAWAE / Jers... 

The NFL’s most comple’ 
great OL leader and a very aware player who can 
block a big nose tackle, help out everyone around 
him or dominate a quick middle ‘backer such as 
Zach Thomas. 


2. TOM NALEN / BRONCOS ... AD 

A superb technician who compensates for his 
lack of size by getting into his blocks so quickly and 
using his hands so well. Plays with great vision. 


3. DERMONTT! DAWSON / sTecLens.......3.5.d/ax 
How much of his drop-off is age-related, and 
how much is injury-related? Can he avoid the 


injuries at a position where durability and continuity 
mean so much? 


4. BARRET ROBBINS / RAIDERS 
The Raiders’ best offensive lineman and, out- 
side of Mawae, the best of the big centers. 


A lot like Nalen. But Stepnoski has dropped “off 
a little from where he was at his best because of 
age. 


6. OLIN MREUTZ / BEsRs ... ac hc Se) 

A young, quick, athletic center who some feel 
will be the best the NFC has to offer before the 
2000 season ends. 


7. NEFF CHRISTY / BUCCANEERS.....or:0.8d0 
A very smart, efficient, undersized center who at 
times has trouble handling a really big nose tackle. 


8, FRANK WINTERS / PAcKERs..... 

A tremendous OL leader and savvy ‘tough guy 
who knows all the tricks of the trade. But he is get- 
ting up in years and was never a big center. 


9. THM GRUNHARD / CHicFs .... 3.0......d 

A strong, physical, tough guy never was 
very athletic and now has lost a little in that area to 
age and the beating he has taken. 


10. MIKE GRUTTADAURIA / carona.s...3.0 

Did he progress as far as it appeared last sea- 
son in St. Louis, or was it just one of those miracle 
seasons for the Rams where almost everyone 
plays up to and beyond his capacity? 


11. DAVE WOHLABAUGH / BROwns.....2.9 
Is not worth the money the Browns are paying 
him but is a solid, blue-collar guy. 


12. JERRY OSTROSHI / sits 
Looks clumsy, awkward, unathletic and ugly but 
gets the job done. 


Youngsters to Watch 

DAMIEN WOODY / PATRIOTS — Has the most 
physical talent of any center with his combination of 
size and athleticism but needs to get tougher, work 
harder and focus better. 

MATT BIRK / VIKINGS — The Vikings let both Jeff 
Christy and Randall McDaniel go in part because they 
felt Birk was ready to replace either one. It's too bad for 
them that he isn't twins. 


Best of the ‘90s 
1. DERMONTTI DAWSON / STEELERS 


OFFENSIVE GUARDS 


As usual, this group is Larry Allen and everyone 
else. One scout says that with almost every college 
putting its best offensive linemen at tackle or cen- 
ter, Allen may be the only legitimate Pro Bowl 
guard in football. Injuries and illness have made 
Dave Szott a big question mark. 


Not ranked (injury) 
NAME / TEAM 
DAVE SZOTT / cHiers 
JOE PANOS / sits 
a a a 
BK NAME / TEAM GRADE COM. 
4. LARRY ALLEN / coweovs..... AS 


As dominating as anyone and a “tremendous 
athlete who moves with the quickness of a much 
smaller man. One scout says that Allen is what all- 
time great Jim Parker would have been had he had 
modern nutrition and weights, and Parker may 
have been the best guard ever, with apologies to 
John Hannah. 


2. RON STONE / GIANTS... 8 
A big, strong, physical guard who will play with 
the small hurts and not let it affect him. 


3. WELL SHIELDS / cHieFs.... ae RC} 
Is very athletic and fluid but could be more phys- 
ical and intense. 


A very good athlete who runs and pulls well but 
is not as big as you would prefer. 


5. STEVE MCKINNEY / cots .... ac hc Pe 
Did not play that well last season after ‘adding 
weight but should bounce back in a big way now 
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that he is used to carrying it. 


6. BRUCE MATTHEWS / Trans ............. 3.3...d/a 
His intangibles and durability make him special. 
Football's answer to Cal Ripken Jr. 


7. ADAM TIMMERMAN / Ras ........... 3.25 
A terrific OL leader and top competitor who 
plays better than you would think. 


8. MARK DION / DOLPHINS ....... ccc 3.25 ....x/u 
The Dolphins’ best offensive lineman. Durability 
is a concern. 


9. BENSE OLSON / TITANS 0o..cocsecsscscnecnn 3.2......u 
A mean, nasty and physical young player who 
will get too aggressive and emotional at times. 


10. RANDALL MeDANIEL / UccANEcERS .....3.11...d/a 

Is still the most athletic of all the guards, but age 
and injuries have taken their toll, and he will now 
give up some clean sacks when he whiffs on the 
defender. 


11, STEVE WISNIEWSHI / RAIDERS .......3.1.......d 
A real tough guy and warrior who plays to the 
whistle. 


12, RUBEN BROWN / BILLS ........:cc0c000 3.05 

Should be better than he is but may never be 
what he is perceived to be. Perennial Pro Bowl 
player who has too many lapses and letdowns in 
his play. 


13, PETE KENDALL / SEAHAW«S...... 
A supersmart overachiever with a 
ability. May think he is better than he really is. 


14, TRE JOHNSON / REDSKINS ........00.0 3.0......c 
Can be as dominating as anyone but misses 

way too many blocks. A feast-or-famine type who 

has off-and-on problems controlling his weight. 


15. FRANK MIDDLETON / BUccANEERS....3.0.,..c/u 
A very wide body who needs to play with more 
patience and consistency. 


Youngsters to watch 

SOLOMON PAGE / COWBOYS — In terms of 
ability, may rate second to only his teammate Larry 
Allen. 

RANDY THOMAS / JETS — Very athletic. Looks 
almost thin at 300 pounds. 

ROSS VERBA / PACKERS — Moving to left guard 
from left tackle should really help him. 

JEREMY NEWBERRY / 49ERS — Was out of posi- 
tion when the 49ers put him at right tackle to start off 
the 1999 season but kept improving after they moved 
him inside. 

DOUG BRZEZINSKI / EAGLES — A season-long 
rookie starter who held his own and then some. 


Best of the '90s 
1, LARRY ALLEN / COWBOYS 
2. BRUCE MATTHEWS / OILERS, TITANS 
3, RANDALL McDANIEL /VIKINGS 


Some great young left tackles such as Walter 
Jones, Orlando Pace, Tony Boselli and Jonathan 
Ogden have entered the league in recent years and 
taken over at the top of the position. Every scout 
rates left tackle as the most important position on 
the offensive line. Some scouts rate right tackle as 
the second-most important, but a few rate it as the 
fifth-most important and will not put a very high 
grade on a right tackle. 


Not ranked (injury) 


NAME/ TEAM GRADE COM 
JASON FABING / SETS o..cccccscssccccnseens 3. 1.....xxx 
=» 8 8 
RK NAME / TEAM GRADE COM. 


1. TONY BOSELL / Jacuars 45 ....x/c 

Consistency, work ethic and technique com- 
bined with excellent — but not great — athletic 
tools make him the best. But now he is coming off 
the first major injury of his career. 


2. JONATHAN OGDEN / RAvENG.............. 4.3... 
A rare athlete who should be an all-time great 
player. Ability-wise, Ogden is in the Anthony Munoz 
class, but he tends to play a little soft at times and 
has some concentration lapses. Ogden should be 
one of the best and maybe even the best ever. 


3. WILLIAM ROAF / SAINTS eee 4.2........ 
ls a super talent, but lapses have kept him fom 


realizing his full potential. 
4. WALTER JONES / SEAHAWKG.............. 4.0....... 


Is not as strong and physical as you would ike 
but has rare athleticism, feet and mobility for his 
position. 

5. ORLANDO PAGE / Raws .. 

Finally started to play up to his press clippings 
last season but still needs to improve his attention 
to detail and avoid a few mental letdowns. 


6. SON RUNYAN / EAGLES... 3.5 

Dominating run blocker who lacks quick feet but 
does not get beaten very often. The big knock on 
Runyan is that he is a pure right tackle. 


7. WILLIE ANDERSON / BENGALG............. ~ tS ea 

Another top-rated right tackle, but Anderson is 
more athletic than Jon Runyan and could manage 
on the left side. 


8. KOREY STRINGER / vikince................ 3.5.......c 
When Stringer has his weight under control, he 
is tremendous. 


9. BRAD HOPHINS / TITANS... 3.5 
Is very athletic with excellent feet. Has improved 
every year but still has some lapses. 


10, EARL DOTSON / PACKERS......ccecns 3.5 

Plays hurt, plays hard and plays well. But tends 
to jump offsides at times, perhaps because he has 
a hard time hearing. 


11, LEON SEARCY / JAGUARS ........ccscnn 3.4 
A very physical run blocker who plays hard and 
plays hurt. A true warrior. 


12, TONY JONES / BRONCOS .......essseasnn 3..4......8 
Still a superb pass-blocking left tackle with 
excellent feet. 


13, KYLE TURLEY / SAINTS ......ccccscsseenen x Rc a 


An up-and-coming right tackle with the feet and 
movement skills to play anywhere on the line. 


14. TODD STEUSSIE / vixincs. 
Seemed to get fat and lazy early last season but 
then showed signs of regaining his Pro Bowl form. 


15, RICHMOND WEBB / DOLPHING.........3.2........a 

Webb has underachieved ever since his rookie 
year, but he still has been pretty darn good. Every 
time the Dolphins try to replace him, they find there 
is a big drop-off at the position. 


16, TARIK GLENN / Cots. ........ 
A good, young left tackle who s'! get better. 
Has an ugly body but is big and has quick feet. 


17. BLAKE BROCKERMEYER / sears.....3.1 
A very solid pass blocker and an adequate run 
blocker. 


18, BOB WHITFIELD / FALCoNs ............. rc Ay Fee) 
A career underachiever who should have been a 
perennial All-Pro. 


19. JOHN FINA / BILLS... ccccsccssossnenenenn 3.05 

Can be bull-rushed at times and lacks play 
strength but is very athletic and does a lot of little 
things to help his linemates. One scout said Fina 
saves Ruben Brown an awful lot. 


20, ERIK WILLIAMS / cowsovs.......... 3.0...a/c 
After a couple of horrible seasons, Williams got 
into better shape and played pretty well in 1999. He 
is a mean, ornery guy who can intimidate and dom- 
inate when he is on the top of his game and when 
Officials let the hands-to-the-face penalty go. 


Youngsters to watch 

JOHN TAIT / CHIEFS — After a long holdout, Tait 
closed the season as a starter at left tackle and looked 
pretty darn good. 

L.J. SHELTON / CARDINALS — A huge man with 
very quick feet. As a rookie, he was the Cardinals’ best 
offensive lineman at times, and that was after a long 
holdout. 

TRA THOMAS / EAGLES — Can be a Pro Bowl 
player if he works hard and stays in shape. 

MIKE WAHLE / PACKERS — His play at left tackle 
could be the key to the Packers’ season and to Brett 
Favre's health. 


Titan-ic addition: As a rookie, Jevon Kearse 
thrived in a system designed to play to his strengths 


FLOZELL ADAMS / COWBOYS — Has super size, 
good ability and a great coach who will not let him take 
the easy way out. 

VICTOR RILEY / CHIEFS — An underachiever in 
both college and the pros who has Pro Bow! tools. 

JON JANSEN / REDSKINS — Played extremely 
well as a rookie, but how much upside does he have? 

RYAN TUCKER / RAMS — Scouts love his poten- 
tial inside but are not so certain about how well he will 
do at tackle. 


Rookie to Watch 
CHRIS SAMUELS / REDSKINS — The Redskins 
feel Samuels can be a Jonathan Ogden-Tony Boselli- 
Orlando Pace-Walter Jones type of player, but some 
others say he'll be more like Brad Hopkins. 


Best of the "90s 
1. GARY ZIMMERMAN / VIKINGS, BRONCOS 
2. BRUCE ARMSTRONG / PATRIOTS 
3. WILLIAM ROAF / SAINTS 
4, LOMAS BROWN / LIONS, CARDINALS, BROWNS 
5. PAUL GRUBER / BUCCANEERS 


Overall, this is a very weak group of defensive 
ends, because most of the better down linemen are 
tackles. The Rams’ Kevin Carter was the best 
defensive end in football in 1999, but as good as he 
has made himself, he still is not another Deacon 
Jones, Lee Roy Selmon or Reggie White. 


Not ranked (injury) 
NAME / TEAM 
JOE JOHNSON / saints ... 
GREG ELLIS / coweoys... 


AK NAME / TEAM 

1. KEVIN CARTER / RAs... 
A very smart, durable play: 

every year he has been in the league. Has a 

tremendous work ethic and is showing the type of 

desire and tenacity that many scouts questioned 

he had coming out of Florida. 


The keys according to many scouts are that 
Kearse has to stop letting his newfound celebrity go 
to his head and remember that football is his No. 1 
priority, and that the Titans’ coaches resist the 


temptation to get too creative with how they use 
him. One scout said Lawrence Taylor was such a 
great player because Bill Parcells was smart 
enough to let him do what he did best and did not 
try to use him in a lot of different roles. The reason 
everyone except the Titans missed on Kearse in 
the draft was that the staff at Florida made a great 
player a good player by spreading him too thin, ask- 
ing him to fill different roles. 


3. ROBERT PORCHER / Lions... 

Very good and very underrated. 
double-digit sack guy four straight years, and 1999 
may have been his best year in that area. 


4. MICHAEL STRAHAN / GiANTe.............. 

After looking like the best defensive end in foot- 
ball in 1998, Strahan had a very disappointing year 
in’99 after getting a fat new contract, and he came 
up with every excuse in the book except blaming 
himself. But he has the heart of a warrior, and his 
pride had to be wounded. 


5. MICHAEL McCRARY / Ravens. .........3.5.......x 

Lacks size, has had a bad knee and does not 
have 4.5 40-speed but is still an excellent pass 
rusher and leverage player because of his tenacity 
and instincts. 


6. CHAD BRATZME / COLTS... 3.5 
A great effort player and warrior. Has only pretty 
good tools but the heart of an Arabian stallion, 


7. MICHAEL SINCLAIR / SEAHAW«s.......3,5......c 

Was it his diabetic condition, the scheme that 
forced him to line up over the tackle instead of on 
the edge, the wear and tear of being an undersized 
end or a combination of all three that caused him to 
drop off last year? In any case, Sinclair now has a 
better handle on his diabetes and a better scheme 
to play in. 


8, SIMEON RIGE / CARDINALS... 3.4. 

Could be the best end in football if he were not 
so one-dimensional (going for sacks instead of 
playing the run) and full of himself. One scout called 
Rice “a super talent but a very immature player who 
still has not learned there is no ‘I’ in team.” 


9. TONY BRACKENS / JAGUARS.............cF...c/u 
A career underachiever up until last season, 

when he was playing for a new contract and a huge 

pay day. 

10. WILLIE MCGINEST / PaTRoTs ......... B.4..x/ciu 
A terrific athlete who needs to show he can stay 

healthy. 


11. GHIDI AHANOTU / sUCCANEERS.....3.4 
A very good football player across the board 


‘fball.com. 


eee 


tomized to your system. 


the edge. 


Features: 


® Customize the reports the way you want them. 


Free download. Set up your 
ing Pgh ge 


Free Software ventvzieeit 


Other companies will tell you that their software is free and then tum 
around and charge you $80 for the stats. Not us. 


Our pricing is simple: 
CommishWare $39.95 — Run as many leagues as you wish. Alll league scoring can be cus- 


CoachWare $19.95 ~ Keep track of all your teams. All the tools the team owner needs to get 


And both include the stats for the entire year. 


° E-Lineup ™ - Never enter another starting lineup! With E-Lineup your owners submit their starters through E-Mail 
© Powered by Microsoft Access, so it looks and feels like all your other programs. 

® Post your reports to the web. No web experience Is required, just click one button each week. 
© Email your reports to all owners with a click of a button. 


who is solid in almost every area but not close to 
super in any. 


42, VONNIE HOLLIDAY / Packenc.......... pc Fc et 

Holliday needs to improve his pass-rush skills, 
but he is a very solid player who can be tough and 
stout. 


Nobody noticed Hansen with Bruce Smith on 
the other side, but he has played at a high level for 
the past nine years and has rarely missed time with 
injury over that span. 


14, HUGH DOUGLAS /caccec................. 3.2... 

An edge rusher with great, great upfield speed: 
Douglas missed much of last season because of 
injury, but with him in the lineup, the Eagles might 
have won three more games. 


15, CHUCK SMITH / PANTHERSG............. 3.2 ....x/d 

The Falcons are going to find out what a good 
player they let get away in the tenacious Smith, 
who was their best pass rusher. Granted, he has 
more than a few battle scars, but he still plays very 
hard and with excellent leverage. 


16. GRANT WISTROM / RaAtve...............eT ..x/u 

Wistrom is not a big numbers guy in terms of 
sacks, but he is a very smart, tenacious warrior 
who disrupts offenses, makes big plays and chas- 
es plays down all over the field. Made huge strides 
in his second season, but offseason shoulder 
surgery prevented him from lifting weights to keep 
his weight and strength up, and that could really 
hurt him in 2000. 


17. ANDRE WADSWORTH / caronaLs....3.1 ...x/u 
If he can stay healthy, he can have a breakout 
year and shoot to the top of this list — but that's a 
big if. 
48. LANCE JOHNSTONE ; RAIDER............ 
A speed pass rusher who has gotten a lot better 
against the run by learning how to play with lever- 
age. 
19, BRUCE SMITH / REDSKINS 
Is a lot like the once-great pi 
reach back and strike out the cleanup hitter but just 
can’t throw hard all the time now and must play less 
or pace himself to be effective. Smith might be used 
just as a pass rusher this season. 


20. JOHN COPELAND / 5ENGALS ............. 3.0 
Has gotten a lot stronger and a lot better. 


On the verge 
MARCELLUS WILEY / BILLS — Some scouts feel 
he will be a double-digit sack man in his first year as a 
starter. 


PHILLIP DANIELS / BEARS — Has improved 
every year. The Bears are getting him as he is coming 
into his own. ; 

EBENEZER EKUBAN / COWBOYS — Has the 
speed and desire to be special. Needs a lot of devel- 
opment and technique. 

DUANE CLEMONS / CHIEFS — Did he make so 
much progress last season because he was playing for 
a contract or because the light came on for him? In 
Kansas City, he will get to play for Bob Karmelowicz, 
one of the game's great DL coaches. 

CEDRIC JONES / GIANTS — Still has a long way 
to go to justify where he was drafted (the fifth overall 
pick in '96), but last season, for the first time in four 
years, he stopped looking like a bust. 


Rookies to Watch 

COURTNEY BROWN / BROWNS — Looks like a 
faster, more athletic version of Kevin Carter. 

SHAUN ELLIS / JETS — Can play the run and still 
tush the passer. Consistency and attention to detail are 
the keys. 

ERIK FLOWERS / BILLS — Came on like gang- 
busters in 1999. 

CHRIS HOVAN / VIKINGS — Hovan is the reverse 
of Dimitrius Underwood in that he is a stable over- 
achiever with his head screwed on right. 

DARREN HOWARD / SAINTS — The Saints are 
basically giving Howard a job to lose, and they feel he 
was the steal of the draft. We will see. 


Best of the ‘90s 
1. REGGIE WHITE / EAGLES, PACKERS 
2, BRUCE SMITH / BILLS 
3. NEIL SMITH / CHIEFS, BRONCOS 


DEFENSIVE TACKLES 


In the past three years respectively, Warren 
Sapp has been great, an overweight underachiever 
and the best defensive player in football. The key to 
the Buccaneers’ 2000 season may be which Sapp 
they see this fall. The 49ers’ Bryant Young came 
back from a career-threatening knee injury in ’99 
and by season's end was almost all the way back. 
While he can’t dominate like Sapp, nobody gives 
more on every play than Young. 


RM NAME / TEAM BRADE COM. 
4, WARREN SAPP / BUCCANEERS............ 455 

Before Sapp got hurt last season, he was play- 
ing as well as any tackle in the past decade, and 
down the stretch he was almost back to that level. 
But will he let a great year go to his head and stom- 
ach, as was the case in 1998? 


2. BRYANT YOUNG / 495RS o.oo! 42 .......x 
If there is such a thing as an overachiever with 
exceptional ability, Young is it. 


3. JOHN RANDLE / VIKINGS |... 3.B.......d 
Has fallen off a little but still came up really big 
in the Vikings’ drive to the playoffs last season. 


4. DARRELL RUSSELL / RainEns............. 38 ...u/c 
Could be awesome if he did not take so many 
downs off. 


5. TREVOR PRYGE / BRONCOS 0... eco BeD soso 
Seems to get better every year. May be the best 
inside pass rusher in the game. 


6. LUTHER ELLISS / HONS occ 3.5 
Dominates with strength and tenacity. 


7. CHESTER McGLOCKTON / cHicrs....3.5 .......c 

Is King Kong in shoulder pads when motivated, 
and nobody has gotten more out of him than the 
Chiefs did in 1999. But he is still an underachiever 
who tends to get fat and lazy. 


8. ELLIS JOHNSON / COLTS oo... cscs 3.5 
A lot of scouts rate Johnson and not Chad 
Bratzke as the Colts’ best defensive lineman. 


9, DARYL GARDENER / DOLPHiNs ......... 3.3 

Has tremendous size, speed and strength, and 
his instincts, pass-rush skills and intensity are getting 
better. Still has a hard time finding the ball at times. 


10. La’ROI GLOWER / SAINTS...........000.. 3.3 
A superquick, penetrating tackle. Should work 
very well with Norman Hand. 


11. GARY WALKER / sAcuanrs. ec A=] 
People don't realize how well he played for the 
Jaguars the first two-thirds of last season. 


12. NORMAN HAND / saints ... ae 
_ Can dominate against the run ‘and is not an 
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awful pass rusher. 


13. TRAVES HALL / FALCONS 2... ccccscnens 3.11 ...x/c 

Injuries have played havoc with his career in 
recent years, but when healthy, he is still a very 
good player. 


14, CORTEZ KENNEDY / SEsHawks........3.1.......8 

Played better in 1999 than he had in a long time 
but can no longer dominate the way he did back in 
1992. 


15. LEON LETT /coweovs .. 

Before 1999, this grade wou 
low, but based on the way he played after his sus- 
pension last season, it is way too high. 


16. ERIC SWANN oes 3.0.x/cid 

Another too-high-or-too-low player, depending 
upon how healthy his knees are, and whether he 
still wants to play or just wants to collect his money. 


17. D'MARGO FARR / RAMS o.oo: 3.0 

Very quick and disruptive. Will jump offsides 
because he anticipates the count at times, but is 
also so quick, he will look offsides when he really 
isn't. 


18. TIM BOWENS / DOLPHINS 
Dominates against the run but 
Pass rusher and takes some downs off. 


49. MIME WELLS / BERS... 3.0 
A run-stuffer with good instincts. 


20, JAMES JONES / Lions ... 
A great motor guy who can e really disruptive. 


21, SEAN GILBERT / PANTHERS ABO sci 


he has so much ability, but he is downgraded as an 
aes underachiever who has his own agenda. 


22, HAMILTON / Giants ... he 
Probably the unsung hero of the Giants’ 
defense. 


23, JIM FLANIGAN / 545s... mec he 
Quick, undersized and tenacious. A poor man’s 
Steve McMichael. 


24, JOHN PARRELLA / CHARGERS .......... 3.0 

Dominates against the run with strength, 
instincts and effort. A much better player than ath- 
lete. 


25. SANTANA DOTSON / Packens.........3.0 
An excellent No. 2 tackle but not a No. 1. 


26. DAN WILKINSON / REDSKING............. 3,0...u/c 

The uniforms may have changed, but he 
remains a huge talent who lacks intensity, hustle 
and heart in the way he plays the game. 


On the verge 

GRADY JACKSON / RAIDERS — Has tremendous 
power and potential. 

JAMAL WILLIAMS / CHARGERS — Must step up 
now that Norman Hand is gone. 

ANTHONY McFARLAND / BUCCANEERS — May 
be too good to sit much longer. Is superquick with a 
high-revving motor. 


Rookie to watch 
COREY SIMON / EAGLES — One scout calls him 
Warren Sapp without the big yapper and the 
sideshow. Another says not to expect that much out of 
him this year but in three years he will be really spe- 
cial. That scout points to the disappointing rookie 


years Sapp, Cortez Kennedy, Darrell Russell and 
most other defensive tackles taken in the top five picks 
had. 


Best of the '90s 
1. JOHN RANDLE / VIKINGS 
2. CORTEZ KENNEDY / SEAHAWKS 
3. BRYANT YOUNG / 49ERS 


AK NAME / TEAM 
1. TED WASHINGTON / Sics.... < 

If he ever got in shape, he could be great again. 
Is still an immovable object against the run and has 
some initial quickness even at 370 pounds, or 
whatever he weighs. 


2. JASON FERGUSON / JeTc...................2327 


A strong, stout run defender with pretty good 
quickness. 


On the verge 
PAT WILLIAMS / BILLS — His great quickness, 
motor and ability to locate the ball are so much better 
than they were in college. If he is big enough to play a 
lot without wearing down, he could be the best in the 
game before long. 


INSIDE / MIDDLE LINEBACKERS 


RK NAME / TEAM GRADE COM. 
1. SUNIOR SEAU / CHARGERS... Sc See) 

Is not as flashy as he once was but is a better 
player because he is playing under control within 
the confines of the defense more often. 


2. RAY LEWIS / RAVENS .... 
There’s no telling how his troubles will 
affect his psyche, but if Lewis is on the football field, 
he should be a dominating player making tackles 
from sideline to sideline and punishing everyone he 
hits. 
3. ZACH THOMAS / DOLPHINs ... Rec F =] 
Has great, great instincts and intensity but also 
is helped a lot by having two king-sized, athletic 
tackles protecting him. 


He is older, slower and heavier than he was in 
his prime but is still a good-to-very-good player who 
could really help himself by getting down to 255- 
260 pounds. 


5. RANDALL GODFREY / trans...........3.5.u 

A very fast and athletic player ‘who can really 
accelerate off the edge when he blitzes from the 
outside. 


6. TED JOHNSON / PATRIOTS o.oo ee XC 

The key is durability, not ability. Has missed con- 
siderable time the past two seasons because of 
seemingly freakish injuries. 


Another player who has seen injuries play havoc 
with what could have been a great career. Jones 
must report to camp in top shape and build off the 
way he played the second half of last season, when 


he played his best football as a pro. 


8. STEPHEN BOYD / Lions... 
An average athlete with tremendous instincts 
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and anticipation. A lot like Miami's Zach Thomas, 
but not as fast. 


“Could have very easily been named to the Pro 
Bowl after the way he played last season and has 
a chance to get a lot better. Has tremendous size 
and speed with explosive hitting power. 


10. EARL HOLMES / STEELERS ...... 
Some scouts now like Holmes 

Kirkland, while others say playing alongside Kirk- 

land makes Holmes look better than he really is. 


11. GREG BIEKERT / RAiDERs ... 

The unsung hero of the Raiders’ ‘defense. Smart, 
tough and very instinctive with a decent feel for 
Pass coverage. 


12, HARDY NICKERSON / JAGusns......3.3 ..a/d 

Could be the last piece for Jacksonville’s 
defense with his experience, savvy and leadership. 
While he has slipped and no longer takes on plays 
as well as he once did, he still has a great motor, a 
mean streak and fine anticipation. 


13. SAM COWART / Sis... a 
A very active and hard-hitting | young HINebscusr 
with a lot of speed and fire. 
3.0_ociu 


14, LONDON FLETCHER / Rane............... 

Looks like a young Jessie Tuggle. Fletcher is 
barely 5-10, but he has tremendous speed and 
plays with great passion. But will he let success go 
to his head, and will he ever fully overcome his lack 
of height? 


15. ED MCDANIEL / VIKINGS «0. occnnsnedbeed..a/x/e 

The Vikings may try to move him to the weak 
side, where his lack of size will not pose as many 
problems. Regardless of where he plays, he is a 
very active player who anticipates well. 


16. WINFRED TUBBS / 4955s ...........0.004 29......c 

Has been a disappointment since coming to the 
49ers from the Saints but is still a pretty good play- 
er with size and athleticism. 


17.MARVCUS PATTON / crHiers............2.9 .....d 
An old-fashioned, tough-guy warr ior who has 
instincts and great tenacity and hates to miss any 
time with injury. 
18. DEREK SMITH / REDSKINS ... 
Is not as physical as you would like but i is Sra 
and athletic. 


19. JOHN HOLECEK / Sits |... 28 .......x 
An instinctive overachiever. Durability has been 
a problem. 


20. BERNARDO HARRIS / Packens.......28.......c 
Looked as though he was coming on until last 
season, when he never seemed to get into sync. 


21. MICHEAL BARROW / ciants..........2.8... 
Must show he still has it after a disspooinbng 
stay in Carolina. 


Up and coming 

AL WILSON / BRONCOS — Likes to guess and 
gamble, so he will make big plays and give them up at 
times. Is very fast and physical with an excellent upside. 
Played with a lot of confidence as a rookie last season. 

ANDY KATZENMOYER / PATRIOTS — Will play 
outside if Ted Johnson is healthy. As a rookie, Katzen- 
moyer looked good filling in for Johnson until he blew a 
key tackle and seemed to lose confidence. He is a work- 
out warrior who does not take on blockers that well. 

WALI RAINER / BROWNS — Played very well 
against the run as a rookie, but unless he improves his 
pass coverage, he will basically be a two-down 
"backer. Rainer compensates for what he lacks in 
speed with instincts, intensity and a great desire to get 
to the football. 

JAMIE DUNCAN / BUCCANEERS — He's the rea- 
son the Buccaneers felt they could afford to let Hardy 
Nickerson go. 

DeSHONE MYLES / SEAHAWKS — Played very 
well for Seattle as a rookie in 1998 until he got hurt, but 
last season was an injury washout for him. 

DAT NGUYEN / COWBOYS — Is too small and 
does not have sprinters speed but has great heart, 
passion and anticipation. 


Rookies to watch 
ROB MORRIS / COLTS — Could be the Colts’ best 
middle "backer since Mike Curtis. Morris has Curtis-like 
instincts and passion and is a big, strong kid who runs 
well. 
NATE WEBSTER / BUCCANEERS — While his 
numbers don't look good on paper and he is no Ein- 
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stein in the classroom, his playing speed, instincts and 
intensity make it possible to compare him to Ray Lewis 
on the football field. 


Best of the ’90s 
_ 1, JUNIOR SEAU / CHARGERS 
2. LEVON KIRKLAND / STEELERS 
3. SAM MILLS / SAINTS, PANTHERS 
4. JESSIE TUGGLE / FALCONS 
5. CHRIS SPIELMAN / LIONS, BILLS, BROWNS 


The question is who do you rate first: Jack- 
sonville’s Kevin Hardy, who does everything very 
well but nothing great, or a flashier, more athletic 
player who may really excel in some areas but does 
not do everything that well? 


Wot ranked (injury) 


NAME / TEAM GRADE CoM. 

BRIAN WILLIAMS / PAcKens .......... 335... p/0« 

JOHN MOBLEY / BRONCO.................... S.B...prooe 
= 8 @ 

RK NAME/ TEAM GRADE COM. 

4, MEWIN HARDY / JAGUARS... ccs Meet 


Is the most complete big linebacker in football, 
and he continues to get better. Will not make that 
many highlight films but will be a factor in how 
teams attack the Jaguars’ defense. 


2. DERRICK BROOKS / sUCcCANEERs ...4T 
Is not as big and physical as you would like but 


Game: Buccaneers LB Derrick 


fuaniac 
Brooks has tremendous speed and range 


has tremendous speed, range and instincts. Can 
run with backs down the field and even cover slot 
receivers. 


3. CHAD BROWN / SEAHAWKS.........000000 40 
The Seahawks keep changing Brown’s role in 
their defense, and his play suffered because of the 
way he was used last season. But he should 
bounce back in a big way in the new defense that 
Steve Sidwell is putting in because it should put 
him in a better position to rush the quarterback and 
use his exceptional ability to come off the edge. 


4, DONNIE EDWARDS / cHiers ............... 40 
Was a good inside ’backer but i is much better on 
the weak side. Last season Edwards was clearly 
the best of the Chiefs’ linebackers, even though he 
had the late Derrick Thomas lining up across from 
him. The most impressive thing about Edwards is 
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how many big plays he makes. 
5, JESSIE ARMSTEAD / GIANTS .......0...0ded 


A natural football player with instincts, speed, 
ferocity and a great motor. Can run with backs and 
is a very explosive hitter. 


6, PETER BOULIWARE / RAVENS... ded null 

Despite basically playing with one arm last sea- 
son, Boulware went to the Pro Bowl on the strength 
of his high sack total, but he really should not have 
gone because he was not a complete player. With 
two healthy arms this season, he should improve in 
all areas and be even more dominating as a rusher. 


7. SAMIR MILLER / BROWNS........cccconee 3.5 
A potentially dominating player who is hurt by 
not having more good players around him. 


8, TAKEO SPIKES / BENGALS... 
Is very active and instinctiv 
plays at times. Has a great motor. 


9, MARK FIELDS / SAINTS 2.0... 

If the mental part ever catches up to the physi- 
cal part and he can stay healthy, Fields can shoot 
to the top of the list. He has great, great speed and 
explosiveness and the size some of the others lack. 


10. DEXTER COAKLEY / coweovs .. 

Is only about 5-10 but has incredible speed and 
range and is a playmaker. Is a lot like former Bron- 
cos standout Tom Jackson, but Coakley does not 
have playmates like Randy Gradishar and Bob 
Swenson. 


11. MO LEWIS / Jers... hed ...C/d 

Scouts were amazed. by how ‘much he slipped 
and say that even without the franchise tag, he 
would not have been that hot an item on the free- 
agent market. One scout says that for years Lewis 
graded as high on hand use and hand quickness 
as anyone, but that last season he was just aver- 
age, and his feet also slowed down. 


12. DWAYNE RUDD) vikincs... ae Se 

Scouts wish Rudd were more ‘physical but mar- 
vel at his movement skills and say he still gets the 
man down. 


13, CORNELIUS BENNETT / covte.......... 34..a/d 

Is it any coincidence that when he played with 
the Falcons, they turned it around, and that the 
same thing happened with the Colts last season 
and the Bills when they first got Bennett? 


14. JAMIE SHARPER / RAVENG................. 3.3....c/u 
Went from a weak link to a big plus last season 
after learning how to focus. 


15. BILL ROMANOWSMI / BRONCOS... 33. here a 

Is the magic potion for staying young and 
healthy forever in the supplements he takes along 
with his year-round workouts and great dedica- 
tion? 


16. BRIAN SIMMONS / BENGALG............. 3.5........u 
ls not as instinctive as his teammate Takeo 
Spikes but is a little bigger and faster. 


17. MIKE JONES / RAMs .. ae 8] 
Is very good against the pass and is a fine open- 
field tackler, as he demonstrated in the Super Bowl. 


18. KEN NORTON JR. / 49RS ...........00. 3.0...a/d 
Has slipped but is still a good player. 
19. JASON GILDON / sTEELERG................ 3.0 


A good fit in the Steelers’ defense. 


20. GARLOS EMMONS / Esc-ec............. 3.5 
Has the size and speed to rush and is mobile 
enough to guard most tight ends. 


On the verge 

CHRIS CLAIBORNE / LIONS — If he will pay the 
price, get into better shape and study more tape, he 
could be really special. 

WARRICK HOLDMAN / BEARS — Scouts were 
raving about how much progress he made as a rookie. 

BARRY GARDNER / EAGLES — Learning to play 
outside after spending his college career in the middle. 

ANTHONY SIMMONS / SEAHAWKS — Has great 
speed and explosiveness. Should do much better out- 
side than in the middle, but durability is a concern. 

MIKE PETERSON / COLTS — Played well as a 
rookie. Has great speed but only limited growth poten- 
tial in terms of size. 

KEITH BROOKING / FALCONS — Durability and 
learning to take on blocks better are the biggest keys. 

ERIC BARTON / RAIDERS — Looked like a keeper 
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when he got to play as a rookie, 
RAHIM ABDULLAH / BROWNS — Spent the off- 
season getting bigger and stronger. 


Rookies to watch 
LaVAR ARRINGTON / REDSKINS — Has the abil- 


‘ity and audacity to take the league by storm as a rook- 


ie if he reports to camp on time and learns to play 
somewhat within the confines of the defense. One 
scout said of Arrington, “He ain't 'L.T’ (Lawrence Taylor) 
because there may never be another 'L.T., but he could 
be the best since if he does not get too full of himself.” 

JULIAN PETERSON / 49ERS — A great natural 
football player with tremendous quickness over the first 
10 yards. Is a lot like a young Charles Haley, but is a lot 
more stable and not as quick to learn. 

KEITH BULLUCK / TITANS — Very fast and athlet- 
ic. The Packers would have taken him with the 14th 
overall pick had they not needed a tight end so badly. 

JOHN ABRAHAM / JETS — Will probably just be 
used as a pass rusher as a rookie. Has rare quickness 
and speed coming off the edge. 

BRIAN URLACHER / BEARS — Was a hybrid in 
college, which means anywhere the Bears put him, he 
will be learning a new position. Thus, the questions will 
deal with his instincts at that position, because every- 
thing else — from workout numbers to learning ability 
to work ethic — are huge positives. Don't be shocked if 
Urlacher winds up in the middle and brings back the Bill 
George/Dick Butkus/Mike Singletary tradition of great 
Bears middle 'backers. 

BARRETT GREEN / LIONS —The Lions don't 
have a starting position for him, but if anyone gets hurt, 
Green may never give up the position he takes over. 

RAYNOCH THOMPSON / CARDINALS — Was as 
good a college football player as fellow ex-Volunteer Al 
Wilson. Thompson plays bigger than he measures and 
faster than he times, and he plays with passion. 


Best of the "90s 
1, CORNELIUS BENNETT / BILLS, FALCONS, COLTS 
2. KEN HARVEY / CARDINALS, REDSKINS 
3. MO LEWIS / JETS 
4. GREG LLOYD / STEELERS, PANTHERS 


com bination 
bac $/pass rusne 
EVIN Aare / RAMS, STEELERS, 
49ERS, PANTHERS 
2. DERRICK THOMAS / CHIEFS 
3, BRYCE PAUP / PACKERS, BILLS, JAGUARS. 


Two years ago, Deion Sanders and Dale Carter 
were at the top of most CB lists. But now Sanders 
is coming off a knee injury and may have lost a step 
as a football player, and Carter has been suspend- 
ed for the 2000 season. While some of the oldies, 
such as Aeneas Williams and James Hasty, are still 
goodies, there is a changing of the guard at this 
position, with youngsters such as Charles Wood- 
son and Shawn Springs on the verge of taking over. 


KI 


Not ranked (injury, other factors) 


NAME / TEAM 
DEION SANDERS / REDSKINS 
DALE CARTER / BRONCOS 
JASON SEHORN / Giants .. 


RK NAME / TEAM 
4. CHARLES WOODSON) RaiDERs......... 


GRADE COM. 
4,1.......u 
Has great instincts and ability and excellent size 
and speed. Must learn to focus on every play and 
play his position instead of freelancing so much. 


2, SHAWN SPRINGS / SEAHAWKG..........4e 1 0... 

Still tends to do a little too much peeking at the 
quarterback, but with a little more discipline, he can 
be everything you want in a corner. 


3, TROY WINGENT / EAGLES .......cccnnn 39 

A physical corner with top cover skills coming off 
the best season of his career. Almost every scout 
says Vincent should have started in last season's 
Pro Bowl. 


4. TY LAW / PATRIOTS .ercsoscsonse pa: 8} 
Was better in 1998 than ‘in 99, “but had some 
nagging injuries last season. 


5. SAM MADISON / DOLPHINS. .............0.. 3.8 
A ball-hawking, cover corner with a lot of confi- 
dence. Likes to play man-on-man. 


6. CHAMP BAILEY / REDSKINS... 
A rapidly ascending corner w 
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and instincts. 


7. AENEAS WILLIAMS /caRnoinacs.......3.5.......a 

A supersmart and savvy, veteran corner who 
makes up for what he has lost in speed with 
instincts and anticipation. 


8, TODD WGHT / RAMS oo cccccsosessessen 35......c 

Was last season a career year when he was 
playing for a contract, or has he progressed to the 
point where he is that good? 


9. AARON GLENN / SETS occ ccs 35...x/c 

Was a big disappointment in 1999 but was never 
at full speed. If healthy, Glenn can be a lot like a 
young Darrell Green. 


10. JAMES HASTY / cHicrs ..... ae} ae 

A big, fast and physical bump . Hasty is so 
old that he should have retired already but so good 
that he is a Pro Bowl candidate who still can navi- 
gate 40 yards in less than 4.5 seconds and cover 
the sprinters. 


11, MARCUS COLEMAN / Jers.............34..chu 

After years of working with Bill Belichick, Cole- 
man became the prototypical big, physical, play- 
making corner who could cover and make the big 
interception over the second half of last season. 
With Belichick in New England and a fat, new con- 
tract in hand, will Coleman continue to progress or 
go back to being the hot-and-cold player who had 
frequent letdowns and lapses? One scout said of 
Coleman, “Of the last 8-10 games of last year, you 
would rate him as highly as anyone, but up until 
then he was just as liable to give up the big play as 
to make a good play.” 


12. CHRIS MCALISTER / RAVENS ........... BA.....0u 
Needs refinement but has a great upside. Big, 
fast and agile with all the tools. 


13, DONNIE ABRAHAM / succancens....3.4 
A notch below the best but still very good. 


14, RAY BUCHANAN / FALCONGs............. 34......c 

Really tailed off last season after having a great 
year in 1998, when the Falcons went to the Super 
Bowl. May have to lose some weight. 


15. SAMARI ROLLE / TITANS cece 34.......u 
Has tremendous athleticism, Could move into 

the All-Pro area if he just got the “street” out of his 

game and learned to play like a pro at all times. 


16. THOMAS SMITH / BEARS... 3.4.......8 
A fine cover corner who will hit and support, but 
poor hands have cost him countless interceptions. 


17, DARRELL GREEN / REDSKING............ 3-1...a/d 

An extremely savvy veteran who may play until 
he reaches Social Security age. Still runs the 40 
faster than 4.4 seconds at age 40. After the Red- 
skins and Bobby Beathard took him in the first 
round in 1983, many scouts said the midget-like 
Green would never last more than five years 
because he was so small that he would get beaten 
up and lose his speed long before he hit 30. 


18. FERNANDO BRYANT / JaGuans........30.......u 
Is not as big as you would like and lacks great 

top-end speed, but as a rookie he was the best 

pure cover corner the Jaguars have ever had. 


19. ASHLEY AMBROSE / FALcoNs.......... 3.0 
Is not the super player he thinks he is but a solid 
player when he is focused. 
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20, JEFF BURRIS ( COUTS on cecosccmeieen 3.0 
A good-sized veteran who has skills but lacks 
great top-end speed and has a few lapses. 


Up and coming 

ANTOINE WINFIELD / BILLS — A jockey-sized cor- 
ner who is still very physical and has cover skills. 
Reminds old-timers of former Cardinals and Redskins 
CB Pat Fischer. Winfield is small but as tough as they 
come. 

DUANE STARKS / RAVENS — Consistency and 
concentration are the keys. Has great speed and play- 
making ability but shows poor judgment way too often. 

PATRICK SURTAIN / DOLPHINS — May be better 
in zone coverage than in man because he has size 
and awareness. Is more quick than fast and is no 
sprinter. 

MIKE McKENZIE / PACKERS —A big, physical, 
fearless corner who showed well as a rookie but had 
his ups and downs. 

TERRY FAIR / LIONS — A good cover and return 
guy with an upside. 

BRYANT WESTBROOK / LIONS — Played hurt all 
of last season, lost his confidence and started to grab 
and hold. But after his first two seasons, he looked as 
though he had a big future. 

TOM KNIGHT / CARDINALS — Every time he looks 
as though he is starting to put it together, he gets hurt 
again. Can be a big corner who has speed and can 
cover if he can stay healthy. 


Rookies to watch 

DELTHA O'NEAL / BRONCOS — A former running 
back who improved by leaps and bounds after moving 
to defense. Is a tremendous runner with the ball and a 
real ballhawk. Is also a big-play maker on kickoff and 
punt returns. 

AHMED PLUMMER / 49ERS — A very smart cor- 
ner who has good size and knows how to play the 
game. Was one of the few college corners who knew 
how to study tapes instead of just looking at them. 

RASHARD ANDERSON / PANTHERS — George 
Seifert has a track record of getting good results with 
young corners. Anderson is a big-time talent with a lot 
to learn. 


Best of the ‘90s 
1. DEION SANDERS / FALCONS, 49ERS, COWBOYS 
2. ROD WOODSON / STEELERS, 49ERS, RAVENS 
3. DARRELL GREEN / REDSKINS 
4. AENEAS WILLIAMS / CARDINALS 
5. DALE CARTER / CHIEFS, BRONCOS 


no longer rate as the elite at this position. 
Not ranked (injury) 


NAME / TEAM GRADE COM. 


ROBERTSON / TITANS ......3-1...c/aroxx 


RK NAME / TEAM 
1. BRIAN DAWKINS / EscLec.................. 4.0... 

Has speed, range and hitting and coverage abil. 
ity. Last season it finally looked as if the light went 
on for him. As long as he stays focused, he can be 
special. 


2, LAWYER MILLOY / PatRiote.............. 4.0 

Is an extra linebacker against the run and has 
really improved in pass coverage. Intimidates 
receivers. 


NFL HALL OF FAME GAME 


49ers vs. Patriots 
July 31, 2000 + Canton, OH 


(800) 326-0331; 


www.footbalitickets.com 


LeRoy Butler, Darren Woodson and Carnell Lake 
have lost a step. While still very good players, they 
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Breakout season: Eagles § Brian Dawkins 
stepped up his performance in ‘99 


3. RODNEY HARRISON / cHancens .....3.9.......x 

A vicious hitter who has better range than you 
would think. The Chargers really missed him when 
he was out last season. 


4. ROBERT GRIFFITH / VIKINGS ..............-D 

The unsung hero of the Vikings’ defense. Scouts 
say Griffith could have been a first-team All-Pro last 
season. One scout said of Griffith, “He is about 190 
yet hits like he is 215 and covers like a corner.” 


5. LEROY BUTLER / PACKERS «....ceen..de.2/d/c 
Has lost a step but can still be a very good play- 
er if he is used correctly. 


6. CARNELL LAKE / JAGUARS.........00.o0.00de....d/a 
No longer runs a 4.4 40 but still has better speed 
than most and is a great leader. 


7, BLAINE BISHOP /TITANS........0:c0.00..0e..a//x 

A short, bow-legged guy who looks and hits like 
a mini-linebacker. Bishop may be the key man in 
Jeff Fisher's defense. 


8. JOHN LYNCH / BUCCANEERS .........0.0 3.5 

Is more of a linebacker than a cover guy and 
really dominates against the run. Has great intu- 
itiveness, which allows him to have much better 
range than pure speed. 


9. HENRY JONES / BILLS oo ccssccseesenens 3.4.......d 
Is not the player he once was, and never had 
great size, but still covers better than most safeties. 


10. TONY PARRISH / BEARS. ..........0.0000 3.3......u 

Up-and-coming young player who is very physi- 
cal with good speed. Needs to make more plays on 
the ball. 


11. DARREN WOOBSON / cows0vs ...3.3...d/a 

There were times last season when he really 
looked a lot slower than the 4.4 he once ran, but he 
was still good against the run and showed aware- 
ness and leadership. 


12, HEROME WOODS / cHiers ................ 3.2... 
Consistency is the key. Is a big, fast safety who 
has some cover skills. 


13. MENT LYLE / RAMS... rocessesssssnsonns 3.2....... 
A ball-hawking centerfielder with better range 
than pure speed. 


14, LANCE SCHULTERS / 4g¢nc.............1...u/c 

Needs to be more consistent but is a hitter who 
picked off a lot of passes and went to the Pro Bowl 
in his second season and first as a starter. 


45. ROD WOODSON / Ravenc...............3.0 sd 
Much better suited to be a safety than a corner 
at this stage of his career. 


16, REGGIE TONGUE / SEAHAWKS. .......... 3.0.......u 

Is not as physical as you would like but has size, 
speed and cover skills and can guard the slot 
receiver. 
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17, MARK CARRIER / REDSKINS. ............. 3.0......8 

Is no Ronnie Lott when it comes to hitting and 
has a tendency to spear. Has good ball skills in cov- 
erage, but his tackling is inconsistent. 


18. JASON BELSER / CoLts .... a) 
A real tough and feisty guy who does not pick off 
a lot of passes. 


19. MURT SCHULZ / LIONS 20.0..cccseccenet 
A mixed-opinion guy who lacks great speed and 
misses some tackles but is tough and intuitive. 


20. SAM SHADE / REDSKINS oo... cccsscsnet bed 
Is much better against the run than the pass. A 
real hitter. 


21, LEE FLOWERS / STEELERS .......cccccnu 3.0......u 
The light seemed to go on for him in 1999. 


22. SAM GARNES / GIANTS.......:ccccsosccnen 3.0.....0u 
Dominates against the run, but his lack of speed 
is a concern in coverage. 


23, WICTOR GREEN / JETS oo ccccscsconins 29 
Makes a lot of plays but also makes too many 
mistakes at key points. 


24, CHAD COTA) COLTS woecccsccccsinennneen ee 
* Asmart, tough overachiever. 


25. DONOVIN DARIUS / sacusnre........... 29.......u 
Needs to get better in coverage. 


Could be on the verge 

ERIC BROWN / BRONCOS — Has the physical tools 
to be a special player. 

DARREN SHARPER / PACKERS — Has everything 
you would want in terms of size, speed and athleticism 
but misses an alarming number of tackles and is errat- 
ic in coverage. ; 

CORY HALL / BENGALS — Needs to make more 
plays on the ball but really looked like he had a chance 
to be a very good player as a rookie. 

MIKE MINTER / PANTHERS — Has lots of speed 
and athleticism but is small and gets hurt a lot. 

SHAUN WILLIAMS / GIANTS — It is about time that 
he steps up and shows why he was a first-round pick. 
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Best of the '90s 
1, LeROY BUTLER / PACKERS 
2. CARNELL LAKE / STEELERS, JAGUARS 
3. DARREN WOODSON / COWBOYS 
4. STEVE ATWATER / BRONCOS, JETS 
5. HENRY JONES / BILLS 
6. BLAINE BISHOP / OILERS, TITANS 


RK NAME / TEAM GRADE COM. 
1. CRAIG HENTRICH / TiTANs... 4.0 


2, MITCH BERGER / vikincs ... e 
3. DARREN BENNETT / CHARGERG...... 
. TOM TUPA / Jets 
. JOSH MILLER / STEELERS. 
. BRYAN BARKER / JAGUARS 
. CHRIS GARDOCKI/ BRowns. 
. JOHN JETT / Lions 
. MATT TURK / DOLPHINS xf 
. TOM ROUEN / BRONCOS.......cccccnetde 
Best of the ‘90s 


There were no Ray Guys. 


Not ranked (injury) 


NAME / TEAM 
JOHN KASAY / PANTHERS 


=o 8 
RK NAME/ TEAM GRADE COM. 
. SASON ELAM / BRONCOS .......cccec MO 
. JASON HANSON / UoNS 
. OQLINDO MARE / DOLPHINs ... 
. MIKE VANDERJAGT / covts 
. MARTIN GRAMATICA / succaNcers..3.2....u/c 
AL DEL GRECO / TrANs 
. MIKE HOLLIS / JaGcuans.... 


8. JOHN CARNEY / cHARGERS . 
9. KRIS BROWN /sTEELERs . 
10. RYAN LONGWELL / Packers 


Rookie to watch 
SEBASTIAN JANIKOWSKI / RAIDERS 


Best of the '90s 
1. MORTEN ANDERSEN / SAINTS, FALCONS 
2. JASON HANSON / LIONS 
3, JOHN CARNEY / CHARGERS 


HEAD COACHES 


RK NAME/ TEAM 

1, MIKE HOLMGREN / SeEaHAWwKs 

2, MIKE SHANAHAN / sRONCOS 

3. TOM COUGHLIN / JAGUARS 

4. GEORGE SEIFERT / PANTHERS 

5. TONY DUNGY / BUCCANEERS 

On the verge 
JEFF FISHER / TITANS 
MIKE RILEY / CHARGERS 

ANDY REID / EAGLES 


STEVE MARIUCCI/ 49ERS 
JON GRUDEN / RAIDERS 


FRONT-OFFICE EXECUTIVES 


RK NAME / TEAM 
1, BILL POLIAN / cots 


2, RON WOLF / PackeRS 

3. CARL PETERSON | cHicrs 

4. JOHN BUTLER / Bits 

5. FLOYD REESE / TITANS 

6, GHARLEY ARMEY / Rams 

7. CHARLEY CASSERLY / HOUSTON 

8. RICH MCKAY / BUCCANEERS 
On the verge 


1. TOM MODRAK / EAGLES 
2. MARK HATLEY / BEARS 
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of a receiver, which reduces his value in 
yardage leagues. Our No. 2 choice is Balti- 
more’s Jamal Lewis, who could vault past 
Dayne with an injury-free training camp. 
Arizona’s Thomas Jones is the other rookie 
back we project as a fantasy “starter” He 
ranks a notch below the first two because of 
concerns about the Cardinals’ offensive 
line. On the sleeper front, Seattle’s Shaun 
Alexander could supplant Ricky Watters 
sooner than later, New England’s J.R. Red- 
mond could emerge as an every-down back, 
Doug Chapman could fill the fantasy- 
friendly Leroy Hoard role in Minnesota and 
Curtis Keaton could become Cincinnati’s 
featured back if Corey Dillon follows up on 
his threats to sit out the first 10 games of the 
season. 


Q: Will Davis and Anderson be as good 
as new? 


A: It’s hard to say for certain, but our 
best guess is, probably not. Typically, it 
takes a full year for a player to come all 
the way back from a torn anterior cruciate 
ligament. A prime example is Chicago’s 


Curtis Enis, who clearly wasn’t himself 
last season 
after tearing 

Welcome hack: Terrell f bis ACL in 

Davis’ return from a knee °98. That said, 

injury enhances the depth Davis and 

at the critical RB position Anderson are 
extraordinari- 


ly gifted ath- 
letes who will push themselves to regain 
their standing as two of the NFL's best 
backs. We project both as fantasy starters 
but neither as top-five backs, as they were 
heading into last season. Davis probably 
will go in the first round of most drafts, 
while Anderson likely will fall into the 
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PLUS ANSWERS TO OTHER BURNING FANTASY FOOTBALL QUESTIONS 


§ sis always the case this time of year, 
you, the fantasy-leaguer, have 
} numerous questions about the com- 
ing season. Below, we provide 
i answers. 


Question: It appears as if there’s 
more depth at running back this season 
than in years past. Is that really the case, 
or just an illusion? 


AMSWEF: It’s true. Amazingly, quality 
backs are bountiful in 2000. There are two 
main reasons for this: (1) an influx of rook- 
ie talent; and (2) the return from injury of 
superstars Terrell Davis and Jamal Ander- 


son. With at least three first-round rookies 
slated to start, and Davis and Anderson hop- 
ing to be back at or near full strength, the 
RB pool goes at least 20-deep this year. If 
you're in a 10-team league and don’t end up 


} with two quality running backs, you're 


doing something wrong. 


Q: Which rookie running back will 
make the most immediate impact, and 
who is the biggest rookie-RB sleeper? 


A: If you're in a touchdown-based 
league, you'll want Giants rookie Ron 


Dayne, a big, powerful runner who should | 


excel in goal-line situations. He isn’t much 


§ second or early third round. 


Q: You say the RB pool is deeper this 
year. What about the other positions? 


A: Five quarterbacks stand out above the 
rest — Peyton Manning, Kurt Warner, Brett 
Fayre, Steve McNair and Brad Johnson. 
After that, there are about 20 QBs who 
aren’t all that different from one another. If 
you don’t get one of the top-five QBs, we 
suggest you stock up on running backs and 
receivers before taking two signalcallers 
from that group of 20. At receiver, there are 
a whole bunch of question marks after the 
No. 1 guy, Marvin Harrison. No more than 
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three wideouts (Harrison, Antonio Freeman 
and Randy Moss) should go in the first 
round, but the second and third rounds 
probably will be filled to the gills with 
wideouts. The position really drops off after 
No. 17, Kevin Johnson. Tight end is similar 
to wide receiver in that Tony Gonzalez is a 
clear-cut choice for the No. | spot. In scor- 
ing leagues, the TE position falls off after 
No. 7, Packers rookie Bubba Franks. 


Q: You ranked Freeman among the 
top-three wide receivers. But both he and 
Favre tailed off last season. Will that 
trend continue in 2000? 


A: We don’t think so. Several factors 
conspired to keep Favre and Freeman down 
last year. Favre hurt his hand during the pre- 
season and wasn’t right all year long. Free- 
man was a training-camp holdout, and he 
was rarely 100 percent during the regular 
season because of a groin injury. This year 
Favre should be much healthier, and Free- 
man will be in camp from Day One, 
enabling the pair to get their timing back 
and re-establish themselves as one of the 
NFL’s premier pitch-and-catch combos. 


Q: Everybody knows that Moss and 
his teammate, Cris Carter, can catch. But 
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do the Vikings have anyone who can 
pitch? And does it really matter as far as 
those two are concerned? 


A: The Vikings’ QB situation is one of 


| the biggest question marks heading into the 


2000 season. Can green-as-grass Daunte 
Culpepper get the job done? Or will he 
struggle and give way to veteran Bubby 
Brister or supersleeper Todd Bouman? 
We’re buying into Culpepper for the time 
being. He has an amazingly strong arm, 
which should, if nothing else, enable him to 
throw up jump balls to the high-flying 
Moss, who doesn’t need a perfect pass to 
make a big play. Culpepper is also a threat 


} to run for touchdowns. He isn’t likely to 


post a good passer rating, completion per- 
centage or TD-interception ratio, but if 


} those statistics don’t count in your fantasy 


league (and they won’t in most), who cares? 
As far as the receivers go, when the Vikings 
elected not to re-sign Jeff George, Moss and 
Carter slid on our draft board. But only 
slightly. They’re still two of the NFL’s best 


} receivers (Moss is arguably the best), and, 
| one way or another, theyll end up with 
| good numbers. Just not quite as good as 
| they would have been with George. 


Q: It probably makes sense to take 


| Culpepper and Brister, if possible. Is it 
| also a smart move to draft Trent Green if 


you get Warner, or George if you get 
Brad Johnson? 


A: Absolutely. In fact, you’re making a 
mistake if you don’t take those two second- 
stringers. Now, we’re not advocating pair- 
ing every starting QB with his backup. But 


| the situations are such in St. Louis and 
| Washington that the backups almost cer- 
) tainly will do well if pressed into action. 
} Both Green and George are recent NFL 


starters, and both play for teams that are 


| rich in talent. Throw in the injury factor 
| (more applicable in Johnson’s case than 


Warner’s), and it’s a slam dunk. 


Q: It sounds as if you believe Warner 
and the Rams will do it again this year. 
Will they? 

A: Yes and no. Yes, they’ll be one of the 
NFL’s best offensive teams. But no, it’s 


} doubtful they'll be quite as good as they 
were last season. The 1999 Rams had one of | 


those magical, once-in-a-lifetime cam- 
paigns, spearheaded by Warner, who went 
from Arena Leaguer to Super Bowl hero. 
Even though he seemingly proved everyone 
wrong last season, it’s still unrealistic to 
expect Warner to repeat his 99 feats. 
Defenses will adjust to St. Louis. They may 


not stop the Rams, but they will contain | 
) them every now and then. Warner could 


have a very good year — say, 30 TD passes 
— and still not live up to last season’s unbe- 
lievably high standards. The same goes for 
Marshall Faulk, who recorded only the sec- 
ond double 1,000 in history last season 
(1,000 yards rushing and 1,000 yards 


Great Moss: Randy Moss’ athleticism should 
enable him to overcome any Inconsistent OB play 
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receiving in one year), and Isaac Bruce, 
whose injury-free season was his first since 
’96. All three players — Warner, Faulk and 
Bruce — did better than anyone could have 
possibly expected in °99. 


Q: The Panthers were right on the 
Rams’ heels last season in terms of break- 
out fantasy players. Which team will come 
out of nowhere and produce big-time fan- 
tasy stars this year? 

A: A lot of folks like the Ravens, who 
started to come on at the end of last season 


| and now have several new weapons on 


offense — TE Shannon Sharpe, RB Jamal 
Lewis and WR Travis Taylor. Other possi- 
bilities include the Bears, if second-year 
QB Cade McNown is ready for prime time; 
the Lions, if QB Charlie Batch can stay 
healthy for 16 games; and the Cardinals, if 
QB Jake Plummer can regain the form he 
displayed in ’98. 


Q: Is McNown the most likely member 


| of the QB class of ’99 to break away from 


the pack this year? 


A: He actually ranks fourth on our draft 
board among the second-year signalcallers, 
behind Culpepper, Tim Couch and Donovan 


| McNabb. As we discussed earlier, Culpep- 


per will have tremendous weapons to work 
with. Couch was the most impressive of the 
rookie QBs last season, and the Browns 


| have added to their arsenal with speedy slot 


WR Dennis Northcutt. McNabb is a big- 
time threat to run for touchdowns. Both 
Couch and McNabb have excellent job 
security. The same can’t be said of Mc- 


} Nown, who must hold off the training-camp 


challenge of veteran Jim Miller. Two more 
second-year quarterbacks, Shaun King and 


} Akili Smith, should emerge as valuable fan- 
} tasy backups this season. 


Q: All three of the Colts’ “Triplets” 
look like sure things. Is there any reason 
to think otherwise? 


A: The only risk is injury. Of the three — 


| QB Manning, RB Edgerrin James and WR 


Harrison — only Harrison has any history 
of injuries. He is somewhat slightly built, so 
the risk is more real in his case. Manning 
has been extremely durable during his brief 
NFL career, largely because he generally 
gets rid of the ball before the pass rush 
arrives. James is a young, strong back with 


) very little body fat or mileage on him. He 


could always tear an ACL, as Davis and 


} Anderson did a year ago, but the same could 


be said about any back. 


Q: Unlike the Colts, the Patriots don’t 
have a bevy of offensive resources. In 
light of that, can Drew Bledsoe still be the 
steady fantasy scorer that he’s been? 


A: Don’t expect huge things out of Bled- 
soe this year; he simply doesn’t have 
enough help. Besides Terry Glenn (who’s 
never been Mr. Reliable), the Patriots don’t 
have any receivers who put the fear of God 
in opposing defensive backs. Big, fast Tony 
Simmons has yet to establish himself, and 
Troy Brown is more of a third-down receiv- 
er than a down-the-field threat. Bledsoe no 
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longer has red-zone security blanket Ben 
Coates on his side (the Pats are hoping 
either Eric Bjornson or Rod Rutledge will 
step up at tight end), the running game is a 
big question mark and the offensive line is 
in a state of transition. Add it all up, and it 
appears as if Bledsoe is bound for a so-so 
campaign. Twenty-five TD passes may be 
out of reach. 


Q: Will the 49ers’ receivers continue 
their down cycle, with or without Steve 
Young? 


A: With Young in a 49ers uniform for 16 | 


games, San Francisco’s wideouts — Terrell 
Owens, Jerry Rice and J.J. Stokes — would 
be just fine. However, at presstime, it 
appeared unlikely that Young would return 
to the 49ers. If that’s indeed the case, Jeff 
Garcia will be San Francisco’s starter, with 
rookie Giovanni Carmazzi waiting in the 
wings. Garcia did a decent job under diffi- 
cult circumstances last season, but he’s no 
Young. Even with Garcia at QB, we view 


Owens as a fantasy starter in most leagues. | 
Rice is a No. 4 or No. 5 fantasy receiver, | 


while Stokes is strictly end-of-the-bench 
material. (Obviously, Stokes’ stock would 
improve significantly if Rice were to retire 
or be released.) All of the 49ers’ receivers 
are more valuable in yardage leagues. The 
team’s very young defense is bound to give 
up a lot of points, forcing the offense to 
come from behind via the pass, That was 
the case for most of last season, especially 
toward the end of the year, when Garcia 
passed for more than 300 yards in three of 
his last five starts. 


Q: How will WRs Keyshawn Johnson 
and Joey Galloway do in their new 
homes? 

A: Very well. Johnson probably won’t 
catch as many passes with the run-first Buc- 
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caneers as he did with the Jets, reducing his 
value in yardage leagues, but he should be 
one of Tampa Bay’s primary red-zone 
threats. With Johnson, the once-predictable 
Bucs won’t just pound Mike Alstott up the 
middle every time they get inside the 10. 
They’ ll take advantage of Johnson’s height, 
long arms, leaping ability and fight-for-the- 
) ball competitiveness. He has a good shot to 
| catch 10 TD passes, provided the Bucs get 
decent play from King, their young quarter- 
back, Galloway will be the focal point of the 
} Cowboys’ passing game. In the what-have- 

you-done-for-me-lately world of fantasy 
ball, Galloway’s last series of games weren’t 
too impressive, as he struggled to fit in with 
the Seahawks last season after a prolonged 
holdout. With a fresh start and a big, new 
contract, Galloway should be able to regain 
the form that saw him catch 22 TD passes in 
1997 and ’98. Also, Troy Aikman might be 
the best QB Galloway has ever played with. 


Q: Gonzalez is clearly the best tight 
end on the board. But where does he fit in 
among the wide receivers? 


A: Gonzalez is a strong candidate to 
catch 9-10 TD passes. That’s 2-3 more TDs 
than our projections for the top tight end 
last year or in any recent year. Thus, Gon- 
zalez should be drafted higher than what 
you'd normally expect for a tight end. He’d 
rank about 16th on the WR board, making 
him a fourth- or fifth-round pick in most 
leagues. Gonzalez is one of the few tight 
ends capable of producing good numbers 
on a weekly basis. He has emerged as Kan- 
} sas City’s go-to guy. 


Q: The Chiefs never seem to have a go- 
to guy in the backfield; their RB situation 
is always muddled. How will it shake out 
this season? 


A: Kansas City’s backfield is more 
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crowded than a subway car during rush 
hour. The leading candidate to emerge as 
the starting halfback is second-year man 
Mike Cloud, who didn’t get much of a 
chance as a rookie but has great promise. 
We don’t have as many reservations about 
Cloud in a yardage league. In TD leagues, 
well, that’s a different story. FB Tony 
Richardson, who came on as a runner 
toward the end of last season, could 
become the Chiefs’ short-yardage back. 
| Or the role again could go to Donnell 
| Bennett, who may evolve into a Hoard- 
| type TD threat. Overall, we rank Cloud 
| first, Richardson second and Bennett third 
on our RB board. The wild card is Kimble 
Anders, who had taken over as K.C.’s fea- 
tured back last season before blowing out 
his Achilles tendon. The Chiefs’ RB situ- 
ation as a whole bears watching in train- 
ing camp. 


Q: Are there any other training-camp 
battles to keep an eye on? 

A: At quarterback, it’s McNown’s job 
to lose in Chicago, but Miller was so 
impressive in brief action last year that he 
should not be overlooked. Kordell Stewart 
has much to prove in Pittsburgh and could 
be beaten out by Kent Graham, San 
Diego’s Jim Harbaugh is getting up in 
years and could be challenged by Moses 
} Moreno or Ryan Leaf (if healthy). At run- 
ning back, Cleveland’s Errict Rhett must 
hold off the charge of rookie Travis Pren- 
tice. Watters should start for the Sea- 
hawks, but rookie Alexander will push 
him. Buffalo’s Antowain Smith will be 
pushed by Jonathan Linton and Shawn 
Bryson. Redmond and Raymont Harris 
will duke it out for the Patriots’ starting 
RB job. Either rookie Chapman or veter- 
an Moe Williams will succeed Hoard as 
Minnesota's short-yardage back/sub for 
Robert Smith. If Cincinnati’s Dillon holds 
out, rookie Keaton will battle holdover 
Michael Basnight for playing time. No. 2 
WR jobs will be up for grabs in Indi- 
anapolis, New York (Jets), New England 
and Cleveland. It remains to be seen how 
St. Louis’ TE situation will shake out now 
that Ernie Conwell is healthy again. And 
PK battles will take place in Dallas, 
Chicago and Cincinnati. 
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BASIC DRAFT BOARD 


Based on a basic-scoring system (six points for TD runs/catches, three points for TD passes) and some yardage bonuses. 


Quarterbacks _9.Jamal Anderson/Atl, _15 | _7. Eric Moulds/Buff. 4 | 78.R. Jay Soward/Jax. 10 | 16.Cowboys kicker/TBA 6 
BM. PLAYER / TEAM 10. Dorsey Levens/G.B. 8 8. Marcus Robinson/Chi. 9 | 79.Andre Reed/free agent 17.Gary Anderson/Minn. 4 
1, Peyton Manning/Ind. 3 | 11.James Stewart/Det. 7. 9. Joey Galloway /Dall. 6 | 80.Jeff Graham/S.D. 8 | 18.Morten Andersen/Atl 15 8 
2. Kurt Warner/St.L. 6 | 12.Curtis Martin/NYJ 5 | 10.Michael Westbrook/Wash. 11 | 81.Jerry Porter/Oak. 5 | 19.JohnCamey/S.D.  —_——B 

3. Brett Favre/G.B. 8 | 13.Ron Dayne/NYG 8 | 11.Muhsin Muhammad/Car. 4 | 82.Bert Emanuel/Mia. 7 | 20.Steve Christie /Bult. ; 
4. Steve McNair/Tenn. 3 14. Jamal Lewis/Balt. 14 12. Jimmy Smith/Jax. 10 21.Doug Brien/N.O. 5 
5 Brad Johnson/Wash. 11 | 15.Tyrone Wheatley/Oak. 5 | 13.Patrick Jetfers/Car. 4| Tight ends 22, Adam Vinatieri/N.E, 9 
6. Steve Beuerlein/Car. 4 | 16.Mike Alstott/T.B. 7 | 14. Torry Holt/St.L. 6 | MPUvER/ Team _BYE | 23.Pete Stoyanovich/K.C. _6 
"7. Rich Gannon/Oak. 5 _|_ 17.Thomas Jones/Ariz. 3 | 15.Germane Crowell/Det. 7 | _1. Tony Gonzalez/K.C. 8 | 24.Wade Richey/S.F. 13 
“8. Daunte Culpepper/Minn. 4 | 18.Duce Staley/Phil. 16 | 16.Tim Brown/Oak. 5 | _2.WesleyWalls/Car.__4 ‘| 25.Cary Blanchard/Ariz. 3 
9. Drew Bledsoe/N.E. 9 | 19.Curtis Enis/Chi. 9 | 17.Kevin Johnson/Clev. 17 | _3-Rickey Dudley/Oak. 5 | 26.Kris Brown/Pitt. 2 
10.Jake Plummer/ Ariz. 3 | 20.Ju.Johnson/Mia. 7 :'| +18.Tery Glenn/N.E. 9 | _4.Shannon Sharpe/Balt. __14 | 97. Bears kicker /TBA 9 
11. Rob Johnson/ Buff. 4 | 21.CoreyDillon/Cin. ——1._'|-19.Ed McC 1Den. 9 | _5.Jay Riemersma/Buft. 4 | (WARET HOLMES, PAUL EDINGER) 
12. Elvis Grbac/K.C. 6 | 22.Robert Smith/Minn. 4 | 20.Derrick /Sea. 6. David LaFleur/Dall. 6 eote ala iret TEe ory 
18. Steve Young/S.F. 13 | 23.Tshi Biakabutuka/Car. 4 | 21.Amani Toomer/NYG 8 | _7.Bubba Franks/G.B. 8 Des ie Pe PT: 8 
14.Tim Couch/Clev. 17 | 24.Antowain Smith/Buff. 4 | 22.Darnay Scott/Cin. 1 | _8.Frank Wycheck/Tenn. 3 | 30.Phil Dawson/Clev. 17 
15.Donovan McNabb/Phil. 16 | 25.Ricky Watters/Sea. 12 | 23. Terrell Owens/S.F. 13 9. Freddie Jones/S.D. 8 3 7 Davi od Akers/Phil - 16 
16.Cade Motion / Ch : 26. Jerome Bettis/Pitt. 2 | 24.Terance Mathis/At. _—15 | 10.AnthonyBecht/NYJ__5 : 

17. Shaun King/T. 27. Charlie Gamer/S.F. 13 | 25.Bill Schroeder/G.B. 8 | 11.David Sloan/Det. 7 | Top 50 players 
18.A i es 28.Jermaine Fazande/S.D.__8 | 26. Travis Taylor/ Balt. 14 | 12.Stephen Alexander/Wash. 11 | (REGARDLESS OF POSITION) 

19. Tony Banks/Balt. a 29. Errict Rhett/Clev. 17 | 27.Wayne Chrebet/NYJ 5 | 13.Roland Williams/St.L. S | RM. POS./PLAYER / TEAM 
20, Mark Brunell/Jax. 10 | 30.Warrick Dunn/T.B. 7 | 28.Albert Connell/Wash. 11 | 14.Emie Conwell/St.L. 6 | (1. RB Edgerrin James/lnd. 
21. Troy Aikman/Dall. 6 | 31.Napoleon Kaufman/Oak. 5 | 29.Plaxico Burress/Pitt. 2 | 15.Marcus Pollard/ind. 3 2. RB Fred Taylor/Jax. 
22. Jon Kitna/Sea. 12 | 32.Richard Huntley/Pitt. 2 | 30.Kevin Dyson/Tenn. 3 | 16.Dave Moore/T.B. awh 3.RB Marshall Faulk/Stl. 
23. Vinny Testaverde /NYJ 5 | 33.J.R. Redmond/N.E. 9 | 31. Tony Martin/Mia. 7 | 17.Ken Dilger/Ind. 3 | 4.WR Marvin Harrison/Ind. 
24. Chris Chandler/ Atl. 15 | 34.Olandis Gary/Den. 9 | 32.Rod Smith/Den. 9 | 18.Damon Jones/ Jax. 10 | 5.QB Peyton Manning/ind. 
25. Brian Griese/Den. 9 | 35.Mike Cloud/K.C. 6 | 33.Peter Warrick/Cin. 1 19. Pete Mitchell /NYG 8 6. QB Kurt Warner/St.L. 
26.Charlie Batch/Det. 7 | 36. Tony Richardson/K.C. 6 | 34.Rob Moore/Ariz. 3 | 20.Byron Chamberlain/Den. 9 | 7. QB Brett Favre/G.B. 
27.Kordell Stewart/Pitt, 2 | 37.Doug Chapman/Minn. 4 | 35.Joe Horn/N.O. 5 | 21.Eric Biomson/N.E. 9 8. WR Antonio Freeman/G.B. 
28. Jeff Blake/N.O, 5 38.Shaun Alexander/Sea. 12 36.Herman Moore/ Det. 7 | 22.Carlester Crumpler/Minn. 4 9. WR Randy Moss/Minn, 
29, Bubby Brister/Minn. 4 | 39.Curtis Keaton/Cin. 1 | 37.Curtis Conway/S.D. 8 | 23.Tony McGee/Cin. 1 | 10.RB Stephen Davis/Wash. 
30. Kerry Collins/ NYG 8 | 40.Shawn Bryson/Buft. 4 | 38.Raghib Ismail/Dall. 6 | 24.Cameron Cleeland/N.O. 5 11.QB Steve McNair/Tenn. 
31.Jeff Garcia/S.F. 13 | 41. Travis Prentice/Clev. 17 | 39.Troy Edwards/Pitt. 2 | 25.Kyle Brady/Jax. 10 | 12.RB Eddie George/Tenn. 
32, Damon Huard/ Mia. 7 42, Donnell Bennett/K.C. 6 40. Qadry Ismail/ Balt. 14 | 26.Andrew Glover/N.O. 5 13. RB Terrell Davis/Den. 
33. Jeff George/Wash. 11 43. Jonathan Linton /Buff. 4 | 41. Th /Tenn. 3 | 27.Greg Clark/S.F. 13 14.WR Isaac Bruce/St.L. 
34, Jim Harbaugh/S.D. 8 | 44.Raymont Harris/N.E. g | 42.Sean Dawkins/Sea. 12 | 28.Christian Fauria/Sea. 12 | 15.RB Ricky Williams/N.O. 
35. Trent Green/St.L. 6 | 45.Robert Chancey/S.D. g | 43.Jake Reed/N.O. 5 | 29.0.J. Santiago/At. 15 | 16.RB Emmitt Smith/Dall. 
36. Doug Flutie/Buff. 4 | 46.Natrone Means/Car. 4 | 44.Peerless Price/Butf. 4 | 30.Ben Coates/free agent 17.RB Jamal Anderson/ Ati, 
37. Trent Dilfer/Balt. 414 | 47.Lamar Smith/Mia. 7 | 45.Derrick Alexander/K.C. 6 | 31.Aaron Shea/Clev. 17 18.QB Brad Johnson/Wash. 
38. Jim Miller/Chi. 9 | 48.Skip Hicks/Wash, 41 | 46.Frank Sanders/Ariz. 3 | 32.Luther Broughton/Phil. 16 | 19.RB Dorsey Levens/G.B. 
39. Jeff Lewis/Car. 4 | 49.Chris Warren/Dall. 6 | 47.Johnnie Morton/Det. 7 | 33.Andrew Jordan/Minn. 4 | 20,WR Keyshawn Johnson/T.B. 
40.Kent Graham/Pitt. 2 | 50. Trung Canidate/St.L. 6 | 48.Dedric Ward/NYJ 5 | 34.Reggie Kelly/At. 15 | 21.RB James Stewart/Det. 
41. Todd Bouman/Minn. 4 | 51.Moe Williams/Minn. 4 | 49.Az-Zahir Hakim/St.L. 6 | 35. Tyrone Davis/G.B. 8 | 22.RB Curtis Martin/NYJ 
42. Ryan Leaf/S.D, 8 | 52.Chris Howard/Jax. fo | 50.Cari Pickens/Cin. 1 | 36.Mark Chmura/G.B. 8 | 23.WR Cris Carter/Minn. 
43. Randall Cunningham/Minn. 4 | 53.Rob Konrad/Mia. 7 | Si.Jerry Rice/S.F. 13 | 37.Mark Bruener/Pitt. 2 | 24.RB Ron Dayne/NYG 
44.Gus Frerotte/Den. 9 | 54.Kevin Faulk/N.E. g | 52.Charles Johnson/Phil. 16 | 38.Rod Rutledge/N.E. 9 | 25.RB Jamal Lewis/Balt. 
45. Jay Fiedler/Mia. 7 | 55.RobertHolcombe/Stl. 6 | 53.E.G. Green/Ind. 3 | 39.Jay Tant/Ariz. 3 | 26.WR Eric Moulds/Buff. 
46. Ray Lucas/NYJ 5 | 56.Fred Beasley/S.F. 13 | 54.David Boston/Ariz. 3 | 40.Chad Lewis/Phil. 16 | 27.WR Marcus Robinson/Chi. 
47.Neil O'Donnell/Tenn. 3 57. Leroy Hoard/free agent 55. Troy Brown/N.E. 9 41. Ryan Wetnight/Chi. 9 28.QB Steve Beuerlein/Car. 
48.Moses Moreno/S.D. 8 | 58.Reuben Droughns/Det. 7 | 56.Laveranues Coles/NYJ__5 | 42. Alonzo Mayes/Chi. 9 | 29.RB Tyrone Wheatley/Oak. 
49.Jim Druckenmiller/Mia. __7 | 59.Bob Christian/Atl. 15 | 57.Tim Dwight/AUl. 15 | 43.John Allred/Chi. 9 | 30.RB Mike Alstott/T.B. 
50. Brock Huard/Sea. 42 | 60.Michael Pittman/Ariz. 3 | 58.Tony Simmons/N.E. 9 | 44,Desmond Clark/Den. 9 | 31.RB Thomas Jones/Ariz. 
51.Giovanni Carmazzi/S.F_ 13 | 61.James Allen/Chi. g | 59.Dennis Northcutt/Clev. 17 | 45.Rufus French/Sea. 12 | 32.WR Joey Galloway/Dall. 

52, Bobby Hoying/Oak. 5 | 62.Michael Basnight/Cin. 1 | 60.lkeHilliard/NYG __—__8 33.WR Michael Westbrook/Wash. 
53.Danny Kanell/Att. 15 | 63.Fred Lane/ind, 3 | 61.Keenan McCardel/Jax. 10 | Placekickers 34.WR Muhsin Muhammad/Car. 
54, Chris Redman/Balit. 14 | 64.Priest Holmes/Balt. 14 | 62.JacquezGreen/T.B. 7 | RM.PLAVER/ TEAM ____BYE / © 35.WR Jimmy Smith/Jax. 

55. Glenn Foley/Sea. 12 | 65.Joe Montgomery/NYG 8 | 63.Corey Bradford/G.B. 8 | _1.Mike Vanderjagt/Ind. 3 | 36.WR Patrick Jeffers/Car. 
56.Chad Pennington/NYJ __5 | 66.Shyrone Stith/Jax. fo | 64.Shawn Jefferson/At. _15 | _2.Mike Hollis/Jax. _—'10_- | 37.QB Rich Gannon/Oak. 
57.Dameyune Craig/Car. 4 | 67.Adrian Murrell/Wash. 11 | 89:Oronde Gadsden/Mia. _7 | _3.JasonElam/Den.__9 | 38.WR Torry Holt/St.L. 

58. Eric Zeier/T.B. 7 | 68.Zack Crockett/Oak. 5 | 86.Torrance Small/Phil. 16 4. Brett Conway/Wash. 11 | 39,.WR Germane Crowell/Det. 

69.Ahman Green/GB.@ |: 67. Todd Pinkston/Phil. 16 | _5.Jeff Wilkins/StL. 6 | 40.TE Tony Gonzalez/K.C. 

Running backs 70. Kimble Anders/KG. 6 | 68a. Stokes /S.F. 13 | _6.Olindo Mare/Mia. 7 | 41,RB Duce Staley/Phil. 

Bi, PLAYER / TEAM 69.0.J. McDuffie /Mia. 7 | 7. Todd Peterson/Sea. 12 | 42.RB Curtis Enis/Chi. 

1. Edgerrin James/Ind, 3| Wide receivers 70.Matthew Hatchette/Minn. 4 | _8.MartinGramatica/T.B. 7 | 43.RB J.J. Johnson/Mia. 

2. Fred Taylor/Jax. 10 | QM. PLAVER / TEAM BYE | 71.Jerome Pathon/Ind. 3 | 9. Jason Hanson/Det. 7 | 44.WR Tim Brown/Oak. 

3. Marshall Faulk/St.t. 6 1. Marvin Harrison/Ind. 3 | 72.Sylvester Morris/K.C. 6 | 10.Sebastian Janikowski/Oak. 2 45.WR Kevin Johnson/Clev. 

4. Stephen Davis/Wash. 11 2. Antonio Freeman/G.B. 8 | 73.Terrence Wilkins/Ind. 3 | 11.Ryan Longwell/G.B. 46, TE Wesley Walls/Car, 

5. Eddie George/ Tenn. 3 3. Randy Moss/Minn. 4 | 74.James Jett/Oak. 5 | 12,Matt Stover/Balt. 47.WR Terry Glenn/N.E, 

6. Terrell Davis/Den. 9 | 4.lsaac Bruce/StL. 8 75.Bobby Engram/Chi. 9 | 13.Al Del Greco/Tenn. é 48.RB Corey Dillon/Cin. 

7. Ricky Williams/N.O. : 5. Keyshawn Johnson/T.B. 76.Keith Poole/N.O. 5 | 14.John /Car. 4 | 49.WR Ed McCaffrey/Den. 

8, Emmitt Smith/Dall. 6. Cris Carter/Minn. 7 77.Eddie Kennison/Chi. 9 | 15.John Hall/NYJ 5 | 50.QB Daunte Culpepper/Minn. 
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COMING THIS SUMMER! 'S 


PROFOOTBALLWEEKLY.COM AND PFWSPORTS.COM WILL 
SHOWCASE SOME OF THE BEST FANTASY FOOTBALL COVERAGE 
AVAILABLE ON-LINE. WATCH THOSE WEB SITES FOR DETAILS. 
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YARDAGE LEAGUES: 


At the top, there isn’t a ton of difference 
between a basic scoring-league draft board 
and a yardage-league draft board. Peyton 
Manning is still the top quarterback, Marvin 
Harrison is still the top receiver and Tony 
Gonzalez is still the top tight end. 

But there is some shuffling, especially a 
little further down the list. TD specialists 
(such as Leroy Hoard) fall off, while chain 

' movers who don’t see the endzone that often 
(such as Warrick Dunn) move up the list. 

One spot where there is a difference at the 
top is at running back, where Marshall Faulk 
takes the No. 1 spot from Edgerrin James. 
It’s a close call, because James was very 
productive both on the ground and through 
the air as a rookie, but no back can match 
Faulk’s magic as a receiver. Other backs who 


move up on the yardage-league board are 
No. 4 Eddie George, No. 7 Curtis Martin, 
No. 8 Dorsey Levens, No. 12 Duce Staley, 
No. 15 Charlie Garner and No. 20 Dunn. 

Depth at running back is aided by third- 
down backs such as Larry Centers, Terry 
Kirby and Tiki Barber, who should put up 
decent yardage numbers as role players. 

Brett Favre moves up to No. 2 at QB 
based on his productivity and durability. 
Even though he doesn’t throw for a ton of 
yards, Steve McNair, a very skilled runner, 
stays at No. 4. (Donovan McNabb moves up 
to No. 12 based on his running ability.) Oth- 
ers moving up include No. 5 Steve Beuer- 
lein, No. 6 Drew Bledsoe and No. 13 Tim 
Couch. 

PFW’s top four receivers are the same for 


VYARDAGE-LEAGUE DRAFT BOARD 


Total fantasy points = TD passes (3 points each) + passing-yardage points (1 point/20 yards) + rushing/receiving TDs (6 points) + rushing- or receiving-yardage points (1 point/10 


both our scoring- and yardage-league 
boards. No. 7 Jimmy Smith and No. 9 Tim 
Brown take big steps forward on the 
yardage-league draft board, while No. 11 
Keyshawn Johnson and No. 18 Patrick Jef- 
fers fall down the charts. 

Owners should also be able to find more 
depth at wide receiver in yardage leagues, 
as 1,000-yard threats such as Frank Sanders 
(No. 36), Johnnie Morton (No. 37) and 
Keenan McCardell (No. 43) become more 
attractive options. 

Shannon Sharpe moves to No. 2 at tight 
end. He could be a 1,000-yard receiver in 
his new digs in Baltimore. Frank Wycheck, 
one of MeNair’s favorite receivers between 
the 20s, moves up to No. 4 on the list. 


AK. PLAYER / TEAM BY! 


RK, PLAYER / TEAM 


yards) + 2-point passes (1 point) + 2-point scores (2). For kickers, total fantasy points = 18-39-yard FGs (3 points each) + 40-49-yard FGs (4) + 50-plus-yard FGs (5) + extra points (1). 
uta ve feel 
37. Johnnie Morton/Det. 7 


47. Tony Richardson; K.C. 6 


12. S. Alexander/Wash. 11 


Bye | 48,Doug Chapman, Minn. 4 


38, Derrick Alexander/K.C. 6 


13. David LaFleur/Dall. : 


44. Gus Frerotte/Den. 
45. Jay Fiedler/Mia. 


45. Donnell Bennett/K.C, 
46. Raymont Harris/N.E. 


35. Raghib Ismail/Dall. 6 
36. Frank Sanders/Ariz. 


3 


10. Ken Dilger/Ind. 3 


11, David Sloan/Det. ve 


30. Phil Dawson/Clev. 17 


31. David Akers/Phil. 16 


1. Peyton Manning/Ind. 3 1. Marshall Faulk/St.L. 6 | 49. Robert Chancey, S.D. 8 | 39. Rob Moore/Ariz. 3 | 14. Anthony Becht/NYJ 

2. Brett Favre/G.B. 8 2. Edgerrin James/Ind. 3 | 50. Natrone Means, Car. 40. Sean Dawkins/Sea. 12 | 15. Marcus Pollard/ind. : 

3. Kurt Warner/St.L. 6 3. Fred Taylor/Jax. 10 | 51. Trung Candidate, St.L. 41. Joe Horn/N.O. 5 | 16.B.Chamberlain/Den. 9 

4. Steve McNair/Tenn. 3 | _4, Eddie George/Tenn. 3 | 52. Kevin Faulk, N.E. 42. Curtis Conway/S.D. 8 | 17.C.Cleeland/N.O. 5 
“5. Steve Beuerlein/Car. 4 | _5.Stephen Davis/Wash. 11 | 53. Lamar Smith, Mia. : 43. Troy Edwards/Pitt. 2 | 18.Ermie Conwell/StL. 6 
“6. Drew Bledsoe/N.E. 9 _6. Terrell Davis/Den. 9 | 54. Skip Hicks, Wash. 1 44. K. McCardell/Jax. 10 | 19. Tony McGee/Cin. 1 
"7. Brad Johnson/Wash. 14 7. Curtis Martin/NYJ 5 | 55. Chris Warren, Dall. 6 | 45. Yancey Thigpen/Tenn. 3 | 20. Christian Fauria/Sea. 12 

8, Rich Gannon/Oak. 5 8. Dorsey Levens/G.B. 8 46. Qadry Ismail/Balt. 14 | 21. Kyle Brady/Jax. 10 
“9. Jake Plummer/Ariz. 3 | _9.EmmittSmith/Dal. 6 | Wide receivers 47. Ike Hilliard /NYG 8 | 22.Damon Jones/Jax. 10 

10. Daunte Culpepper/Minn. 4 | 10. Jamal Anderson/Atl 15 | SA-PUNER/TEM ______BYE | 48, Jake Reed/N.O. 5 | 23, Roland Williams/St.L. 6 
11. Rob Johnson/Buff. 4 | 11.Ricky Williams/N.O. 5 | _1.Marvin Harrison/ind. _3 | 49. Peerless Price/Buff. 4 | 24. Dave Moore/T.B. 7 
42. Donovan McNabb/Phil. 16 | 12-Duce Staley/Phil. 16 | _2-Antonio Freeman/G.B. 8 | 50. Dedric Ward/NYJ 5 | 25.Eric Bjornson/N.E. 9 
43. Tim Couch/Clev. 17 | 13.James Stewart/Det. 7 | _3.Randy Moss/Minn. 4 | 51. Jerry Rice/S.F. 13 
44. Steve Young/S—13:«|:«14.Jamal Lewis/Balt. ——14:| _4.!saacBruce/Stl. _—6 ‘| 52. Carl Pickens/Cin. 1 
SSRNGRE Ge 5 Elvis Grbac/K.C. “g | 15.CharlieGarer/S.F 13 | _5. Eric Moulds/Butt. 4 | 53.Charles Johnson/Phil. 16 | B.PLAVER/ TEAM BYE 
16. Cade McNown/Chi,9.:| «16. Robert Smith/Minn. 4 6. Cris Carter/Minn. 4 | 54.E.G. Green/Ind. 3 1. Mike Vanderjagt/Ind. 3 
17. Akili Smith/Cin. 7 | 17.Thomas Jones/Ariz. 3 | _7. Jimmy Smith/Jax. 10 | 55.Jacquez Green/T.B. 7 | _2. Mike Hollis/Jax. 10 
48, Mark Brunell/Jax. 40 | 18:Ricky Watters/Sea. 42 8. Marcus Robinson/Chi. 9 | 56. OJ. McDuffie/Mia. 7 3. Jason Elam/Den. 9 
19. Tony Banks/Balt. 44 | 19. Corey Dillon/Cin. = 9. Tim Brown/Oak. 5 | 57,BobbyEngram/Chi. 9 4. Todd Peterson/Sea. 12 
20. Troy Aikman/Dall. = | 20.Warrick Dunn/T.B. 7 *| 10.M.Muhammad/Car. __4 | 58. David Boston/Ariz. 3 5. Olindo Mare/Mia. 7 
Seiaeser Jon Kitna/Sea 72 21. Tyrone Wheatley/Oak. 5 | 11. hawn Johnson/T.B. 7 | 59, Troy Brown/N.E. 9 6. Martin Gramatica/T.B. 7 
35. Vinny Testaverde/NY Tos 22. Ron Dayne/NYG 8 | 12,M.Westbrook/Wash. 11 | 60, Az-ZahirHakim/St.L. 6 7. Jason Hanson/Det. % | 
Ga CRAG EanInet. GhatiaBaicnibec 7 23. Jerome Bettis/Pitt. 2 | 13. Germane Crowell/Det. 7 | 61. Laveranues Coles/NYJ 5 8. S. Janikowski/Oak. 5 
24,ShaunKing/TB. 7 | 24: Cutis Enis/Chi. 9 14. Joey Galloway/Dall. 6 | 62. Tim Dwight/Atl. 15 9. Brett Conway/Wash. 11 
SeaaenGmsTiar Bilan Griese 7Den a (wie JJ.Johnson/Mia. 7 _~‘| 15. Torry Holt/St.L. 6 | 63. Tony Simmons/N.E. 9 | 10. Jeff Wilkins/St.L. 6 | 
56. Chis Chandler/Ay 45 | 28: Mike Alstott/T.B. 7 | 16. Terry Glenn/N.E. 9 | 64. Dennis Northcutt/Clev. 17 | 11.RyanLongwell/G.B. 8 
or Rodel Ghawadt PAL = 27. T. Biakabutuka/Car. 4 | 17. Kevin Johnson/Clev. 17 | 65, Corey Bradford/G.B. 8 12. Matt Stover/Balt. 14 
3a Jett Garca/SF ig 28. Napoleon Kaufman/Oak. 5 | 18. Patrick Jeffers/Car. 4 | 66. Shawn Jefferson/Atl 15 | 13. John Kasay/Car. 4 
eee IS | 29, Antowain Smith/Buff. 4 | 19.AmaniToomer/NYG 8 | 67,Oronde Gadsden/Mia. 7 | 14. Al Del Greco/Tenn. 3 | 
29. Jeff Blake/N.O. ____5 | 30 Jermaine Fazande/S.D. 8 | 20.Ed McCaffrey/Den. 9 | 68.JJ. Stokes/S.F. 3 | 15. John Hall/NYJ 5 | 
30. Bubby Brister/Minn. _4 | 31, Errict Rhett/Clev. {7 | 21.Darnay Scott/Cin. 1 | 69.M.Hatchette/Minn. 4 | 16. Morten Andersen/Atl. 15 | 
au Kerry const we : 32, Richard Huntley/Pitt. 2 | 22. Terrell Owens/S.F 13 | 70.Jerome Pathon/ind. 3 | 17.Cowboyskicker/TBA 6 | 
ve, Damon' Huard? Mia.” | 633i.) Redmond/ Nie. 9 | 23. Terance Mathis/Atl 15 18. Gary Anderson/Minn. 4 
33. Jeff George/Wash. _11 | 34. Mike Cloud/K.C. 6 | 24.BillSchroeder/G.B. 8 | Tight ends 19. John Carney/S.D. 8 
34. Jim Harbaugh/S.D. _8 | 35. Olandis Gary/Den. 9 | 25.Wayne Chrebet/NYJ 5 | BK. PLAYER / TEAM BYE | 20. Doug Brien/N.O. 5 
35. Trent Green/St.L. __6 +36, Shaun Alexander/Sea. 12 | 26. Tony Martin/Mia. 7 1. Tony Gonzalez/K.C. 6 | 21. Steve Christie/Buff. 4 | 
36. Doug Flutie/Buff. __— 4 ‘| 37. Travis Prentice/Clev. 17 | 27. Rod Smith/Den. 9 | 2 Shannon Sharpe/Balt. 14 | 22, Adam Vinatieri/N.E. 9 | 
37. Jim Miller/Chi. 9 | 38. Terry Kirby/Clev. 17 +| 28.DerrickMayes/Sea. 12 | 3, Wesley Walls/Car. 4 | 23.Wade Richey/S.F. i3 
38. Trent Dilfer/Balt. __'14 | 39. Larry Centers/Wash. 11 | 29. Travis Taylor/Balt. 14 | 4. Frank Wycheck/Tenn. 3 | 24. Pete Stoyanovich/K.C. : 
39. Jeff Lewis/Car. _———4_| 40, Jonathan Linton/Buff. 4 | 30. Albert Connell/Wash. 14 5, Rickey Dudley/Oak. 25, Cary Blanchard/Ariz. 
40. Todd’ Bouman/Minn. 4 | 41, Kimble Anders/K.C. _6 | 31, Peter Warrick/Cin. 1 6. Freddie Jones/S.D. 8 _+| 26. Kris Brown/Pitt. 3 

41. Ra. Cunningham/Minn. 4 | 42.TikiBarber/NYG 8 _| 32. Plaxico Burress/Pitt. 2 | 7. Jay Riemersma/Buff. 4 | 27. Brad Daluiso/NYG 8 
42, Kent Graham/ Pitt. 2 | 43. Shawn Bryson/Buff. 4 | 33.Herman Moore/Det. 7 8, Bubba Franks/G.B. 8 | 28. Bengals kicker/TBA 1 
43. Ryan Leaf/S.D. _8 | 44. Curtis Keaton/Cin. 1 | 34. Kevin Dyson/Tenn. 3 9. Pete Mitchell/ NYG 8 | 29. Bears kicker/TBA 9 

9 6 
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WWW.FOOTBALLNETWORK.COM 


FREE 
AND PAID 
FANTASY 
FOOTBALL? 


amy 


Fobthallnetwork® 


$1.000.000 
Fantasy Football 
Challenge 


Enter On-Lime At 
www.footbalinetwork.com 


Your guide to a suecessfiul 
fantasy season 


PRIZES 


H A chance for 1 million 
dollars weekly 


H VIP trips to TFN launch party 
in Hollywood, CA 


H Cash prizes ' 


Photo courtesy of benvil/Styied by Tawny White for TFN/Graphic design by Headline Graphics 


H Trips to regular season and 


Miss TEN 2000. Brandi Drawe playoff games 
plays Fantasy Football. H Trips to Super Bowl 2001 
Order her calendar on-line at H Autographed football items 


www.foothalinetwork.com RSS eae ee 


TEN, The Football Network? 
646 N. Beachwood Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90004, 888-404-TDTV 
Stock Symbol: TFNK 


AUCTION LEAGUES: 


There are two basic strategies fantasy 
football owners follow in auction leagues. 
There’s the spend-it-all-on-superstars phi- 
losophy (without crazily blowing budget), 
which leaves owners with little money left 
but gives them at least two sure-fire bets. 
Then there’s the wait-and-see philosophy, 
which fills out an owner’s roster with quali- 
ty second-tier players and allows for more 
wiggle room in bidding. 

We recommend the first approach. While 
it may sound scary to some, the philosophy 
gives owners the best chance to win their 
leagues. However, those who adhere to this 
strategy must not become complacent after 
tabbing their stars. Most likely, they will 
have the most spots to fill with the least 
amount of money to do so. This is where 


AK. PLAYER / TEAM PRICE 
1. Peyton Manning/Ind. ..$30 
2. Kurt Warner/St.L. $29 
3. Brett Favre/G.B...........$27 
4. Steve McNair/Tenn. ....$19 
5, Brad Johnson/Wash. ..$14 
6, Steve Beuerlein/Car. ....$9 
7. Rich Gannon/Oak......... $8 
8. Daunte Culpepper/Minn. $7 
9. Drew Bledsoe/N.E. ......$6 

10. Jake Plummer/ Ariz. ......$5 

11. Rob Johnson/Bulff......... $4 

12. Elvis Grbac/K.C. .......... $3 

13. Steve Young/S.F. 

14. Tim Couch/Clev. it 

15. Donovan McNabb/ Phil. ..$2 

16. Cade McNown/Chi. ......$2 

17. Shaun King/T.B............. 

18. Akili Smith/Cin. .. 

19. Tony Banks/ Balt. 

20. Mark Brunell/Jax. ac 

21. Troy Aikman/ Dall........... 

22. Jon Kitna/Sea. ........0- $1 

23. Vinny Testaverde/NYJ ..$1 

24. Chris Chandler/ Atl. 

25. Brian Griese/Den. ........ 

26. Charlie Batch/Det......... $0 

27. Kordell Stewart/Pitt....... $0 


28. Jeff Blake/N.O. ............$0 

29. Bubby Brister/Minn. ......$0 sy aac cried = 
80. Kerry Collins /NYG......80 | 32 Hes sepia ak = 5 
31. Jeff Garcia/S.F. ...........$0 34. Slanda Gary/Dehie cane 
32. Damon Huard/ Mia. ...... $0 35. Mike Cloud/K.C 

33. Jeff George/Wash.........$0 36. Tony Richardson/K.C. ..$1 
34. Jim Harbaugh/S.D. ......0 | 37 Doug Chapman/Minn. ..$1 
35. Trent Green/St.L. --$0 | 938. Shaun Alexander/Sea. $1 
36. Doug Flutie/ Buff. .......... $0 | 39. Curtis Keaton/Cin... 

37. Trent Dilfer/Balt... $0 | 40. Shawn Bryson/Buft. 

38. Jim Miller/Chi. $0 | 41. Travis Prentice/Clev. ....$1 
39. Jeff Lewis/Car...............$0 | 42. Donnell Bennett/K.C.....$1 
40. Kent Graham/ Pitt. ........ $0 | 43. Jonathan Linton/Buff. .. 


one’s judgment comes into play. Selecting 
superstars is easy. Finding the diamonds in 
the rough, that’s hard. 

But fear not. In this day and age of spe- 
cialized positions, it could be argued that 
depth at the skill positions is at an all-time 
high. For instance, the Saints’ projected No. 
1 wide receiver, Joe Horn, doesn’t appear 
until No. 35 on our suggested price list 
below. And Lions QB Charlie Batch, who 
has the likes of WRs Germane Crowell, Her- 
man Moore and Johnnie Morton at his dis- 
posal, doesn’t show up until No. 26 — and 
his dollar value is zero (the injury bug has 
given Batch fits throughout his career). 

The WR position generally has the most 
depth for the simple fact that teams start at 
least two at a time. But running backs seem 


AUCTION-LEAGUE PRICE LIST 


This draft board is based on a generic auction fantasy league in which each owner is given a mythical $100 to stock a team. Each team must have two QBs, four RBs, four WAs and 
two TEs (or five WRs and one TE) and two PKs. Each week, one QB, two RBs, two WRs and one PK must be active — plus one TE for at least half the season (or else a third WR). The 
board is also based on a 10-team league and the scoring system outlined on Page xx. 


Running backs 
1. Edgerrin James/Ind. ..$40 
2. Fred Taylor/Jax. .. 
3. Marshall Faulk/St.L.. 
4. Stephen Davis/Wash. $26 
5. Eddie George/Tenn. ..$23 
6. Terrell Davis/Den. ...... $23 
7. Ricky Williams/N.O. ....$19 
8. Emmitt Smith/Dall.......$19 
9. Jamal Anderson/Atl. ..$18 
10. Dorsey Levens/G.B.....$16 
11. James Stewart/Det. ....$14 
12. Curtis Martin/NY4J ...... 
13. Ron Dayne/NYG 
14. Jamal Lewis/Balt. i! 
15. Tyrone Wheatley/Oak. $10 
16. Mike Alstott/T.B...........$10 
17. Thomas Jones/ Ariz. 
18. Duce Staley/Phil. 
19. Curtis Enis/Chi. .. 
20. J.J. Johnson/ Mia. 
21. Corey Dillon/Cin. 
22. Robert Smith/Minn. ......: 
23. T. Biakabutuka/Car. ...... $5 
24. Antowain Smith/Bulff. .... 
25. Ricky Watters/Sea. ...... 
26. Jerome Bettis/Pitt. .. 
27. Charlie Garner/S.F. ..... 
28. Jermaine Fazande/S.D... 
29. Errict Rhett/Clev. .......... 
30. Warrick Dunn/T.B. ........$2 


44. Raymont Harris/N.E. ....$1 
45. Robert Chancey/S.D.....$1 


49. Chris Warren/Dall. ... 
50. Trung Canidate/St.L. .... 
51. Moe Williams/Minn. 
52. Chris Howard/Jax. .. 
53. Rob Konrad/Mia. 
54. Kevin Faulk/N.E. .... 
55. Robert Holcombe/St.L... 


Wide receivers 
1. Marvin Harrison/Ind. ..$33 
2. Antonio Freeman/G.B. $27 


11. Muhsin Muhammad /Car...$11 
12. Jimmy Smith/Jax. ........ $9 
13. Patrick Jeffers/Car. ...... $9 
14. Torry Holt/St.b.......s.seceee $8 
15. Germane Crowell/Det.....$8 
16. Tim Brown/Oak............4 $7 
17. Kevin Johnson/Clev. ....$7 
18. Terry Glenn/N.E. ..........$5 
19. Ed McCaffrey/Den. ...... $5 
20. Derrick Mayes/Sea. ......$4 
21. Amani Toomer/NYG......$4 
22. Darnay Scott/Cin. ........ $4 
23. Terrell Owens/S.F. ........$4 
24. Terance Mathis/Atl. 
25. Bill Schroeder/G.B. ...... 
26. Travis Taylor/Balt............ 

27. Wayne Chrebet/NYJ ....$3 
28. Albert Connell/Wash.....$3 
29. Plaxico Burress/Pitt. ....$2 
30. Kevin Dyson/Tenn......... $2 


31. Tony Martin/ Mia. .......... $2 ] 9. Freddie Jones/S.D. ......$2 
32. Rod Smith/Den. .. 


...$35 | 46.Natrone Means/Car. ....$0 | 33. Peter Warrick/Cin. 
$34 | 47. Lamar Smith/Mia. .. 34. Rob Moore/Ariz. .......... $2 | 12. Stephen Alexander/Wash. ..$1 
48. Skip Hicks/Wash. 35. Joe Horn/N.O. 0... $2 | 13. Roland Williams/St.L. ..$1 


36. Herman Moore/ Det....... 
37. Curtis Conway/S.D. ......$1 
38. Raghib Ismail/Dall. ...... $1 
39. Troy Edwards / Pitt. ........ 
40. Qadry Ismail/Balt. ........ $1 
41. Yancey Thigpen/Tenn. ..$1 
42. Sean Dawkins/ Sea. ......$1 
43. Jake Reed/N.O.............$1 
44. Peerless Price/Bulff....... $1 
45. Derrick Alexander/K.C...$1 
46. Frank Sanders/Ariz.......$1 
47. Johnnie Morton/Det. ....$1 


3. Randy Moss/Minn.......$27 ; 25. Kyle Brady/Jax. ......0004 $0 

4. Isaac Bruce/St.L......... $22 48. Dedric Ward/NYJ.......... $1 

5. Keyshawn Johnson/T.B...$19 | 49:Az-Zahir Hakim/StL....$1 | Plageiickers 

6. Cris Carter/Minn........$18 | 20: Carl Pickens/Cin.. 1. Mike Vanderjagt/Ind. ....$3 

7. Eric Moulds/ But, .......$15 act Rice/ Sees a 2, Mike Hollis Jax. «sscceee $2 

8. Marcus Robinson/Chi. $14 g rye ehhh hil. = 3, Jason Elam/DEn. s.s.$2 

9. Joey Galloway/Dall....$13 | Peo Natt Ate. gg | 4 Brett Conway/Wash. ....$2 
10. Michel Westbrook/Wash.611. |e TeME me Biz $p | Srdetf Wilkins /StL. na 82 


56. Laveranues Coles/NYJ ..$0 
57. Tim Dwight/Atl. ............ $0 
58. Tony Simmons/N.E.......$0 
59. Dennis Northcutt/Clev... 
60. Ike Hilliard/NYG............ 
61, Keenan McCardell /Jax. 

62. Jacquez Green/T.B....... 
63. Corey Bradford/G.B. .... 
64. Shawn Jefferson/ Atl. .... 
65. Oronde Gadsden/ Mia. .. 


Tight ends 

1. Tony Gonzalez/K.C.......$7 
2. Wesley Walls /Car. ........ 

3. Rickey Dudley /Oak. 
4. Shannon Sharpe/Balt. ..$3 
5. Jay Riemersma/ Buff. ....$3 
6. David LaFleur/Dall. ......$3 
7. Bubba Franks/G.B. ......$2 
8. Frank Wycheck/Tenn. ..$2 


to have crawled out of the woodwork to give 
their position unusual depth. Jermaine 
Fazande (No. 28), Richard Huntley (No. 32) 
and Doug Chapman (No. 37) are just three of 
a number of third-tier running backs who 
could make some noise this season. Even the 
TE position has improved its depth. No 
longer do Ben Coates, Shannon Sharpe and 
Wesley Walls dominate the field. Now, Tony 
Gonzalez leads the pack, with Rickey Dud- 
ley and Jay Riemersma not far behind. 
When following the superstar strategy, 
you’re bound to have many $1 players. To 
conserve cash, be sure to draft $1 placekick- 
ers and defenses. Otherwise spend freely on 
your studs, but be sure.to spend wisely on 


everyone else. 
— JEFF AGREST 


«$2 | 10. Anthony Becht/NYJ...... 
«$2 | 11. David Sloan/Det. .......... $1 


14. Ernie Conwell/St.L. ......$1 
15. Marcus Pollard/Ind. 
16. Dave Moore/T.B. . 
17. Ken Dilger/Ind........-0++.-. $1 
18. Damon Jones/ Jax......... $1 


20. Byron Chamberlain/Den. ..$1 
21. Eric Bjornson/N.E.........$0 
22. Carlester Crumpler/Minn. ..S0 
23. Tony McGee/Cin........... $0 
24. Cameron Cleeland/N.O. ..$0 


6. Olindo Mare/Mia........... $2 
7. Todd Peterson/Sea.......$2 
8. Martin Gramatica/T.B. ..$1 
$0 9. Jason Hanson /Det. ...... $1 
$0 10. Sebastian Janikowski/Oak. ..$1 
$0 11. Ryan Longwell/G.B.......$1 
$0 12. Matt Stover/Balt. .......... $1 
$0 

$0 

$0 


13. Al Del Greco/Tenn. ...... 

14. John Kasay/Car. .......... $1 
15. John Hall/NYd ........0 $1 
16. Cowboys kicker/TBA ....$1 
17. Gary Anderson/Minn. ..$1 
18. Morten Andersen/Atl. ..$1 
19. John Carney/S.D. ........$1 
20. Steve Christie/Buff. ......$1 
21. Doug Brien/N.O. .......... $0 
22. Adam Vinatieri/N.E.......$0 
23, Pete Stoyanovich/K.C...$0 
24. Wade Richey/S.F. ........$0 
25. Cary Blanchard/ Ariz. ....$0 
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iS AN INDEPENDENT “WATCHDOG" AGENCY THAT MONI 
THE FINANCIAL, LEGAL, AND ETHICAL STAND Ae 
OF THE OFF SHORE SPORTS GAMING INDUSTRY. 


THIS IS ABSOLUTELY A FREE INFORMATION SERVICE FOR 
THE BETTING PUBLIC. THERE IS NO MEMBERSHIP OR 
SIGN UP FEES! 


WE RELY ON THE HONEST MEMBERSHIP OF SPORTS BOOKS 
WHO BECOME CERTIFIED THROUGH OUR AGENCY. 


OUR NUMBER IS TOLL-FREE AND YOU HAVE ABSOLUTELY 
NOTHING TO LOSE. 


CALL TODAY AT 1-877-742-OSGA 
WWW.OSGA.COM 


(OPEN: Cincinnati) 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 3 
Arizona at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m. 
Baltimore at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m. 
Carolina at Washington, 1 p.m. 
Chicago at Minnesota, 1 p.m. 
Detroit at New Orleans, 1 p.m. 
indianapolis at Kansas City, 1 p.m- 
Jacksonville at Cleveland, 1 p.m, 
San Francisco at Atlanta, 1 p.m. 
Tampa Bay at New England, 1 p.m. 
Philadelphia at Dallas, 4:05 p.m. 
San Diego at Oakland, 4:15 p.m. 
Seattle at Miami, 4:15 p.m. 
N.Y. Jets at Green Bay, 4:15 p.m. 
Tennessee at Buffalo, 8:20 p.m, 

MONDAY, SEPT. 4 
Denver at St. Louis, 9 p.m. 


WEEK TWO 


(OPEN: Pittsburgh) 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 10 
Chicago at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m. 
Cleveland at Cincinnati, 1 p.m. 
Green Bay at Buffalo, 1 p.m. 
Jacksonville at Baltimore, 1 p.m. 
Kansas City at Tennessee, 1 p.m. 
Miami at Minnesota, 1 p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Philadelphia, 1 p.m. 
Oakland at Indianapolls, 1 p.m. 
Atlanta at Denver, 4:15 p.m. 
Carolina at San Francisco, 4:15 p.m. 
St. Louis at Seattle, 4:15 p.m. 
Washington at Detroit, 4:15 p.m. 
New Orleans at San Diego, 4:15 p.m. 
Dallas at Arizona, 8:20 p.m. 

MONDAY, SEPT. 11 
New England at N.Y, Jets, 9 p.m. 


WEEK THREE 


(OPEN: Arizona, Tennessee, Indianapolis) 
SUNDAY, SEPT. 17 

Atlanta at Carolina, 1 p.m, 

Buffalo at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m. 

Cincinnati at Jacksonville, 1 p.m. 

Philadelphia at Green Bay, 1 p.m. 

Pittsburgh at Cleveland, 1 p.m. 

San Diego at Kansas City, 1 p.m. 

San Francisco at St. Louis, 1 p.m, 

Tampa Bay at Detroit, 1 p.m. 

Denver at Oakland, 4:05 p.m. 

Minnesota at New England, 4:15 p,m. 

New Orleans at Seattle, 4:15 p.m. 

N.Y, Giants at Chicago, 4:15 p.m. 

Baltimore at Miami, 8:20 p.m. 
MONDAY, SEPT. 18 

Dallas at Washington, 9 p.m. 


(OPEN: Buffalo, Carolina, Minnesota) 
SUNDAY, SEPT. 24 
Cincinnati at Baltimore, 1 p.m. 
Detroit at Chicago, 1 p.m. 
New England at Miami, 1 p.m. 
Philadelphia at New Orleans, 1 p.m. 
St. Louis at Atlanta, 1 p.m. 
San Francisco at Dallas, 1 p.m. 
Tennessee at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m. 
Green Bay at Arizona, 4:05 p.m. 
Cleveland at Oakland, 4:15 p.m. 
Kansas City at Denver, 4:15 p.m. 
N.Y. Jets at Tampa Bay, 4:15 p.m. 
Seattle at San Diego, 4:15 p.m. 
Washington at N.Y. Giants, 8:20 p.m. 
MONDAY, SEPT. 25 
Jacksonville at Indianapolis, 9 p.m. 


WEEK FIVE 
(OPEN: New Orleans, N.Y. Jets, Oakland) 
SUNDAY, OCT. 1 
Baltimore at Cleveland, 1 p.m. 
Dallas at Carolina, 1 p.m. 
Indianapolis at Buffalo, 1 p.m. 
Minnesota at Detroit, 1 p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Tennessee, 1 p.m. 
Pittsburgh at Jacksonville, 1 p.m. 
San Diego at St. Louis, 1 p.m. 


www. profootbsallweekly.com 


Miami at Cincinnati, 4:05 p.m. 
New England at Denver, 4:05 p.m. 
Arizona at San Francisco, 4:15 p.m. 
Chicago at Green Bay, 4:15 p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Washington, 4:15 p.m. 
Atlanta at Philadelphia, 8:20 p.m, 
MONDAY, OCT, 2 
Seattle at Kansas City, 9 p.m. 


WEEK SIK 

(OPEN: Dallas, Kansas City, St. Louis) 
_ SUNDAY, OCT. 8 

Buffalo at Miami, 1 p.m. 
Green Bay at Detroit, 1 p.m. 
Indianapolis at New England, 1 p.m. 
New Orleans at Chicago, 1 p.m. 
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m. 
Tennessee at Cincinnati, 1 p.m. 
Washington at Philadelphia, 1 p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Atlanta, 4:05 p.m. 
Cleveland at Arizona, 4:15 p.m. 
Denver at San Diego, 4:15 p.m. 
Oakland at San Francisco, 4:15 p.m. 
Seattle at Carolina, 4:15 p,m. 
Baltimore at Jacksonville, 8:20 p.m. 

MONDAY, OCT. 9 
Tampa Bay at Minnesota, 9 p.m. 


WEEK SEVEN 

(OPEN: Detroit, Miami, Tampa Bay) 

SUNDAY, OCT. 15 
Atlanta at St. Louis, 1 p.m. 
Baltimore at Washington, 1 p.m, 
Carolina at New Orleans, 1 p.m. 
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m. 
Dallas at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m. 
Oakland at Kansas City, 1 p.m. 
San Diego at Buffalo, 1 p.m. 
Cleveland at Denver, 4:05 p,m. 
Indianapolis at Seattle, 4:05 p.m. 
N.Y. Jets at New England, 4:05 p.m. 
Philadelphia at Arizona, 4:15 p.m. 
San Francisco at Green Bay, 4:15 p.m. 
Minnesota at Chicago, 8:20 p.m. 

MONDAY, OCT. 16 
Jacksonville at Tennessee, 9 p.m. 


WEEK EIGHT 
(OPEN: Green Bay, N.Y. Giants, San Diego) 
THURSDAY, OCT, 19 
Detroit at Tampa Bay, 8:20 p.m. 
SUNDAY, OCT. 22 
Arizona at Dallas, 1 p.m. 
Buffalo at Minnesota, 1 p.m. 
Chicago at Philadelphia, 1 p.m. 
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m. 
Denver at Cincinnati, 1 p.m. 
New England at Indianapolis, 1 p.m, 
New Orleans at Atianta, 1 p.m. 
St. Louis at Kansas City, 1 p.m. 
San Francisco at Carolina, 1 p.m, 
Tennessee at Baltimore, 1 p.m. 
Seattle at Oakland, 4:05 p.m. 
Washington at Jacksonville, 4:15 p.m. 
MONDAY, OCT. 23 
Miami at N.Y. Jets, 9 p.m. 


WEEK NINE 
(OPEN: Chicago, Denver, New Englana) 
SUNDAY, OCT. 29 
Carolina at Atlanta, 1 p.m. 
Cincinnati at Cleveland, 1 p.m. 
Detroit at Indianapolis, 1 p.m. 
Green Bay at Miami, 1 p.m. 
Minnesota at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m. 
N.Y. Jets at Buffalo, 1 p.m, 
Pittsburgh at Baltimore, 1 p.m. 
St. Louis at San Francisco, 4:05 p.m, 
New Orleans at Arizona, 4:05 p.m. 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants, 4:05 p.m. 
Jacksonville at Dallas, 4:15 p.m. 
Kansas City at Seattle, 4:15 p.m, 
Oakland at San Diego, 8:20 p.m. 
MONDAY, OCT. 30 
Tennessee at Washington, 9 p.m. 


WEEK 10 
(OPEN: Jacksonville) 

SUNDAY, NOV. 5 
Baltimore at Cincinnati, 1 p.m. 


NFL WEEKLY SCHEDULE 


Buffalo at New England, 7 p.m. 
Dallas at Philadelphia, 1 p.m. 
Indianapolis at Chicago, 1 p.m. 
Miami at Detroit, 1 p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Cleveland, 1 p.m. 
Pittsburgh at Tennessee, 1 p.m. 
San Francisco at New Orleans, 1 p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Atlanta, 1 p.m. 
Washington at Arizona, 4:05 p.m. 
San Diego at Seattle, 4:15 p.m. 
Denver at N.Y. Jets, 4:15 p.m. 
Kansas City at Oakland, 4:15 p.m. 
Carolina at St. Louis, 8:20 p.m. 
MONDAY, NOV. 6 
Minnesota at Green Bay, 9 p.m. 


WEEK 11 

(OPEN: Washington) 

SUNDAY, NOV. 12 
Arizona at Minnesota, 1 p.m. 
Atlanta at Detroit, 1 p.m. 
Baltimore at Tennessee, 7 p.m. 
Seattle at Jacksonville, 1 p.m. 
Chicago at Buffalo, 1 p.m. 
Cincinnati at Dallas, 1 p.m, 
New England at Cleveland, 1 p.m. 
New Orleans at Carolina, 1 p.m. 
Philadelphia at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m. 
Miami at San Diego, 4:05 p.m. 
Kansas City at San Francisco, 4:05 p.m. 
Green Bay at Tampa Bay, 4:15 p.m. 
St. Louis at N.Y. Giants, 4:15 p.m. 
N.Y. Jets at Indianapolis, 8:20 p.m. 

MONDAY, NOV. 13 
Oakland at Denver, 9 p.m. 


WEEK 12 

(OPEN; Seattle) 

SUNDAY, NOV. 19 
Arizona at Philadelphia, 1 p.m. 
Buffalo at Kansas City, 1 p.m, 
Carolina at Minnesota, 1 p.m. 
Cincinnati at New England, 1 p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Chicago, 1 p.m. 
Cleveland at Tennessee, 1 p.m. 
Detroit at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m. 
Oakland at New Orleans, 1 p.m. 
Indianapolis at Green Bay, 1 p.m. 
San Diego at Denver, 4:05 p.m. 
N.Y. Jets at Miami, 4:15 p.m. 
Dallas at Baltimore, 4:15 p.m. 
Atlanta at San Francisco, 4:15 p.m, 
Jacksonville at Pittsburgh, 8:20 p.m. 

MONDAY, NOV. 20 
Washington at St. Louis, 9 p.m. 


WEEK 13 


(OPEN: San Francisco) 
THURSDAY, NOV. 23 
New Engiand at Detroit, 12:30 p.m. 
Minnesota at Dallas, 4:05 p.m. 
SUNDAY, NOV. 26 
Buffalo at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m. 
Chicago at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m. 
Cleveland at Baltimore, 1 p.m. 
Miami at Indianapolis, 1 p.m. 
New Orleans at St. Louis, 1 p.m. 
Philadelphia at Washington, 1 p.m. 
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati, 1 p.m. 
Atlanta at Oakland, 4:05 p.m. 
Tennessee at Jacksonville, 4:15 p.m. 
Denver at Seattle, 4:15 p.m. 
Kansas City at San Diego, 4:15 p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Arizona, 8:20 p.m. 
MONDAY, NOV, 27 
Green Bay at Carolina, 9 p.m, 


WEEK 14 


(OPEN: Baltimore) 

THURSDAY, NOV, 30 
Detroit at Minnesota, 8:20 p.m. 

SUNDAY, DEC. 3 

Arizona at Cincinnati, 1 p.m. 
Dallas at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m. 
Denver at New Orleans, 1 p.m. 
Miami at Buffalo, 1 p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Washington, 1 p.m. 
Oakland at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m, 


St. Louis at Carolina, 1 p.m. 

Seattle at Atlanta, 1 p.m. 

Tennessee at Philadelphia, 1 p.m. 

San Francisco at San Diego, 4:05 p.m. 

Indianapolis at N.Y. Jets, 4:15 p.m. 

Cleveland at Jacksonville, 4:15 p.m. 

Green Bay at Chicago, 8:20 p.m. 
MONDAY, DEC. 4 

Kansas City at New England, 9 p.m. 


WEEK 15 

(OPEN: Atlanta) 

SUNDAY, DEC. 10 
Arizona at Jacksonville, 1 p.m. 
Carolina at Kansas City, 1 p,m. 
Cincinnati at Tennessee, 1 p.m. 
Detroit at Green Bay, 1 p.m. 
Minnesota at St. Louis, 1 p.m. 
New England at Chicago, 1 p.m. 
Philadelphia at Cleveland, 1 p.m. 
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m, 
San Diego at Baltimore, 1 p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Miami, 1 p.m. 
Seattle at Denver, 4:05 p.m. 
Washington at Dallas, 4:15 p.m, 
New Orleans at San Francisco, 4:15 p.m, 
N.Y. Jets at Oakland, 8:20 p.m. 

MONDAY, DEC. 11 
Buffalo at Indianapolis, 9 p.m. 


WEEK 16 
(OPEN: Philadelphia) 

SATURDAY, DEC. 16 
Washington at Pittsburgh, 12:30 p.m. 
Oakland at Seattle, 4:05 p.m. 

SUNDAY, DEC. 17 
Atlanta at New Orleans, 1 p.m. 
Denver at Kansas Clty, 1 p.m. 
Detroit at N.Y. Jets; 1 p.m. 
Green Bay at Minnesota, 1 p.m. 
Jacksonville at Cincinnati, 1 p.m. 
New England at Buffalo, 1 p.m. 
San Diego at Carolina, 1 p.m. 
Tennessee at Cleveland, 1 p.m. 
Chicago at San Francisco, 4:05 p.m. 
Baltimore at Arizona, 4:15 p.m. 
Indianapolis at Miami, 4:15 p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Dallas, 8:20 p.m. 

MONDAY, DEC. 18 
St. Louis at Tampa Bay, 9 p.m, 


WEEK 17 
(OPEN: Cleveland) 

SATURDAY, DEC. 23 
Jacksonville at N.Y. Giants, 12:30 p.m. 
San Francisco at Denver, 4:15 p.m. 
Buffalo at Seattle, 8:20 p.m. 

SUNDAY, DEC. 24 
Arizona at Washington, 1 p.m. 
Chicago at Detroit, 1 p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Green Bay, 1 p.m. 
St. Louis at New Orleans, 1 p,m. 
Cincinnati at Philadelphia, 1 p.m. 
Kansas City at Atlanta, 1 p.m. 
Miami at New England, 1 p,m. 
N.Y. Jets at Baltimore, 1 p.m. 
Pittsburgh at San Diego, 4:05 p.m, 
Minnesota at Indianapolis, 4:15 p.m. 
Carolina at Oakland, 4:15 p.m. 

MONDAY, DEC. 25 
Dallas at Tennessee, 9 p.m. 


POSTSEASON 
SATURDAY, DEC. 30 
AFG and NFC wild cards 
SUNDAY, DEC. 31 
AFC and NFC wild cards 
SATURDAY, JAN. 6 
AFC and NFC divisional playoffs 
SUNDAY, JAN. 7 
AFC and NFC divisional playoffs 
SUNDAY, JAN, 14 
AFC and NEC championships 
SUNDAY, JAN. 28 
Super Bow! XXXV at Tampa, Fla. 
SUNDAY, FEB. 4 
Pro Bow! at Honolulu 
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We are a private agency. 


HAVE SEA comes WE ALSO BUY! 


The Dolphins were again in the playoffs last 
season and are pumped to take it to the 
next level in 2000. Follow 
the Dolphins back to the top 
in Dolphin Digest, the publi- 
cation Dolphins fans have |, 
turned to for over 25 years. 
|. Published weekly August 
| through January, plus four 
special offseason issues, 
Dolphin Digest offers the 
most comprehensive cover 
age available on the Miami Dolphins. And if you order 
now, you'll receive a FREE Official 2000 Miami 
Dolphins Media Guide!* 


IN EVERY ISSUE: 


i SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 
j Check one: Payment Method (check one) 
Saeey §6Subscribe to Dolphin Digest ; year (24 issues) - $39.95" | enclose payment with order (check or money order) 
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before Sept. 15, 2000 and you ll Lt years (48 issues) - $66.95" Fla. residents add 64% sales tax 


receive a FREE copy of the 3 years (72 issues) - $93.95" VISA MC AMEX DIS 


official 2000 Miami Dolp hins | Check here if renewal Card No. 


Media Guide™. In it you'll find: 


e Player profiles & photos 

¢ Complete individual and 
team records 

® Franchise history 
e ’99 season in review and 
a 2000 preview 

e Player stats, team stats &! 
more! 


Send my subscription 1st class. 
(Additional $35.00 per year) Exp. Date 
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Peyton Manning 

Edgerrin James 
: 3 Marvin Harrison 
Mike\Hollis 
| el. MOST SACKS — 


_ Charles Woorlson 
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} he Colts improved by 10 games 
| from 1998 to ’99, going from 3-13 to 


i] 13-3 in one season. The lion’s share 


of the credit for that dramatic improve- 
ment must go to team president Bill 
Polian. Pollan may have gotten too 

— Much credit for some 

y \\, of his moves in Buf- 


Bob ERSTONean were also key players in 
the equation. And remember, long-time 
Bills head coach Marv Levy hired 


Polian, not the other way around. 
Polian may have also taken a short- 
sighted approach in Carolina. But there 
is nO way anyone can knock the overall 
job he has done with the Colts, even 
with a few missteps such as giving big 
money to DE Shawn King and trading 
Marshall Faulk for second- and fifth- 
round draft picks. 

Where would the Colts be if Polian 
had opted for Ryan Leaf instead of 
= Peyton Manning in 1998, or for Ricky 
Williams instead of Edgerrin James 
last year? Granted, having the first 


www.profootballweekly.ccm 


overall pick in the '98 draft and the 
fourth overall in 99 put him in a posi- 
tion to draft franchise players, but both 
choices were regarded as toss-ups. 
Polian also upgraded the defense dra- 
matically in 99 by spending a mint to 
sign DE Chad Bratzke, LB Cornelius 
Bennett and S Chad Cota and by 
drafting LB Mike Peterson. And you 
can't overlook the fact that Polian hired 
Jim Mora, whom many felt was too old, 
to coach the team. 

With Manning and James, the Colts 
should now be a powerhouse team for 
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a long, long time. Manning and James 
are the key to the whole equation, 
That's especially true of Manning, who 
makes everyone around him better 
and may be worth 7-10 wins a year. 


Offense 

The Colts are basically a one-RB, two- 
TE/H-back offense with the best group of 
skill-position players in football. Manning 
and James make this offense go and give it 
balance, and WR Marvin Harrison and TE 
Ken Dilger are very close to if not the best 
players in the NFL at their positions. But 
the Colts could really be in trouble without 
Manning or James, especially Manning. 
That dynamic duo accounted for all but 81 
of Indianapolis’ 5,726 total yards from 
scrimmage last season. 


QUARTERBACKS = Manning means as 
much to the Colts as Michael Jordan meant 
to the Bulls, Manning makes his offensive 
line much better with his lightning-quick 
release, sense for the rush and superb ball- 
handling and play-action passing. He 
makes his receivers and James better with 
his sleight of hand and accurate, well- 
timed passes that are put in good areas for 
his receivers to catch. And Manning makes 
the defense better by knowing when it is 

tired and he needs to have a long, 

time-consuming drive so it can 

o> rest. In his first two seasons, he 
has missed almost no time with 
injuries, which is huge, since the 
drop-off from Manning to Kelly Hol- 
comb and Pete Gonzalez is about as big as 


can be. As one scout said, without Man- 
ning the Colts could be back at 3-13. 


RUNNING BAGKS = All James did as a 
rookie was rush for 1,553 yards and 13 
TDs, catch 62 passes for 586 yards and 
four TDs and learn how to pick up the 
blitz. He provided inside power and out- 
side speed, made the line look good with 
his great vision and ability to cut off 
blocks and ran with the skill of Marshall 
Faulk. James did fumble a few times and 
blew a few assignments, but if there was a 
better all-around back in the NFL in *99 
(with the possible exception of Faulk, 
whom Polian dealt to St. Louis for two 

draft picks), not many scouts saw him. 
bs After James, the Colts were not very 
deep last season, but they were 
is: able to pick Fred Lane up from 
os 


GRADE 


Carolina for next to nothing 
because of his off-the-field problems. 
Lane is a tough, gifted runner who has 
been productive. Scott Greene is a jour- 
neyman fullback/one-back who is not 
known for his blocking. 


RECEIVERS = The Colts use two tight 
ends or a tight end and an H-back a lot 
more often than they use two running 
backs, so both Dilger and Marcus Pollard 
are really starters. Dilger is the complete 
tight end who does everything very well 
but is not great in any one area, Pollard is 
a superb athlete who has improved a lot. 


PFW PROJECTIONS | 


os 
2 un furt p 


vis ROB MORRIS 
First-round rookie will be an instant 
starter and the run-stuffer Indy desperately 
needs. 


WR: 
E.G. GREEN vs. JEROME PATHON 
Health, or lack thereof, has been the big 
issue for Green: Pathon is a great athlete who 
has been frustratingly inconsistent. 


Key players on offense stay healthy, 
defense improves and Colts win Super Bowl. 


‘Manning gets hurt, and the feam struggles 
to reach .500. 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 
DE Bernard Holsey, RB Fred Lane 


LB Michael Barber, WR Lake Dawson, RB 
en Holmes, LB Spencer Reid, QB Steve 


RO/PK PLAYER 0 ULLEE 
1/28 LB Rob Morris Brigham Young 
2/59 OLB Marcus Washington Auburn 

4/91 CB David Macklin Pann State 
4/122 DT Josh Williams Michigan 
5/138 OL Matt Johnson Brigham Young 
7/235 DT Rob Renes Michigan , 
7/238 CB Rodregis Brooks Ala.-Birmingham 


but he still tends to be erratic, and his 
blocking is not what it could be a lot of the 
time. Still, he can split the defense and get 
deep and has exceptional playmaking abil- 
ity for his position. If Harrison is not the 
best wide receiver in the game, he is one of 
the top handful. Defenses can no longer 
take Harrison out of the game by getting 
physical with him, and if he gets off the 
line of scrimmage cleanly, there is no cor- 
nerback in football — including Deion 
Sanders — who can shut him down. Harti- 
son (like Dilger, one of a handful of excep- 
tional players that Polian and Mora inher- 
ited from the Bill Tobin regime who is still 
around) is fast and fluid, has very good 
hands and concentration and explodes out 
of his breaks. Harrison has raised his game 
about two levels since Manning came 


aboard. Harrison caught 115 passes for 
1,663 yards and 12 TDs in *99 and came 
up big against some of the best corners in 
the game. Finding a wideout to go with 
Harrison has been a problem. Jerome 
Pathon can make the acrobatic catches but 
will drop the easy ones, and he jumps for 
balls that he could run through. E.G. 
Green has had a very hard time stay- 
ing healthy, and little Terrence 
=» Wilkins, one of the best undraft- 
ed rookie finds in 99, is best suit- 
ed to be a slot receiver and kick 
returner. Last season Wilkins really 
seemed to wear down when the Colts start- 
ed him for a stretch. When fresh, he is 
superquick with very good speed and big- 
play ability. His run-after-the-catch ability 
is his best asset. 


OFFENSIVE LINE = This group far exceeds 
the sum of its parts. Tarik Glenn has 
improved to the point where he rates 
among the top half of the left tackles in the 
NFL and maybe even a little higher than 
that, He has an ugly, fat body but is sur- 
prisingly strong, athletic and light on his 
feet. As a rookie guard in '98, Steve Mc- 
Kinney may have been the Colts’ best 
offensive lineman. Last season he got big- 
ger and stronger but really could not adjust 

to the added bulk, and his play suffered. 
ORT Adam Meadows is a very good 
athlete who runs well but lacks 
functional football strength and 
gets overpowered a lot. Larry 
Moore is a decent center despite his 
athletic limitations, while OGs Waver- 
ly Jackson and Jeff Saturday, who also can 
play center, are a notch below Moore. 
Howard Mudd does a very nice job coach- 
ing this unit. 


Defense 

The Colts made dramatic improvements 
here in ‘99 thanks to the key additions 
Polian made. Getting Vic Fangio as defen- 
sive coordinator may have been just as 
important as any of the player moves, 
although you could also make the case that 
Bennett was the biggest key. 


DEFENSIVE LINE » When Polian made 
Bratzke one of the highest-paid defensive 
linemen in the history of the game, many 
people felt he had erred. Their argument 
was that, with the Giants, Bratzke was a 
good player who fed off DLE Michael 
Strahan, a great player. But even without a 
solid starter across from him in Indianapo- 
lis in 99, DRE Bratzke had his best year, 
recording a team-best 12°sacks and 36 hits 
on the quarterback. Meanwhile, Strahan 
really struggled and looked like an over- 
priced player. Bratzke also held his own 
against the run and always gave great 
effort. While Bratzke did not have Strahan 
across from him, he did have DRT Ellis 
Johnson lined up next to him. Johnson is 
one of those unheralded, very good players 
who never gets the credit he deserves. 
Johnson is not flashy, but he has a great 
first step off the ball, runs very well and is 
an explosive player who commands a lot of 


GRADE 


www. profootballweekly.com 


SCOUTING REPORT 


attention. The Colts need help on the left 
side of the line, especially at end, where 
Mark Thomas is at best a part-time pass- 
rusher type and Brad Scioli has not yet 
established himself. Bernard Whittington 
can play end or tackle. He is solid against 
the run and has good fundamentals but is 
probably at his best when he plays about 
half the snaps and is more of a run-down 

player. Larry Chester is a run-down 
hm tackle. Ex-Giant Bernard Holsey is 
» versatile and tough but not good 
} enough to start. Some scouts feel 
_/ Scioli could be a sleeper if he can 
~ stay healthy. Two rookie from Michi- 

gan, Josh Williams and Rob Renes, could 
challenge the backups for roster spots. 
Williams is a numbers guy. Renes is too 
short, and his arms are too short, but he 
plays like an All-American. 


LINEBACKERS » The Colts finally got 
Bennett, who was supposed to be their 
defensive savior back in °87, when they 
drafted him with the second overall pick in 
the entire draft but then had to trade him to 
Polian’s Bills because he would not sign. 
When Bennett got to Buffalo, he proved to 
be the man that triggered the team’s turn- 
around, playing a huge role as the Bills 
became a playoff and Super Bowl squad. 
When Bennett signed with the Falcons, 
they were so far down they had to look up 
to see ground level, yet a few short seasons 
later they were in the Super Bowl. Last 
season Bennett joined the Colts, and they 
went from 3-13 to 13-3, while the Falcons, 
who had released the linebacker, went 
from 14-2 to 5-11. Bennett is a leader and 


a winner, and while he no longer runs a 
4.55-second 40, he is still a very gifted, 
active and complete linebacker who makes 
the people around him better. As a rookie, 
Peterson developed into a solid weak-side 
"backer. He is not very strong at the point 
of attack and is more of a run-around-the- 
block type, but he is very mobile and ath- 
letic and always goes 100 mph. Finding a 
middle linebacker was an offseason priori- 
ty, and Polian got the best in the draft when 
Rob Morris dropped all the way to the 
28th overall pick. He is big, strong, 
mobile, very, very instinctive and 
{2 quite nasty and should be an 
instant starter and a big upgrade 
over °99 starter Michael Barber, who 
was cut because the coaches felt he was 
not good enough. Marcus Washington will 
be a situational edge rusher while he is 
groomed as a strong-side “backer behind 
Bennett. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS = LCB Jeff Burris was 
the Bills’ first-round pick in °94 (after 
Polian had left Buffalo). Burris is a very 
good, solid player who lacks the top-end 
speed to be great. RCB Tyrone Poole was 
one of Polian’s three 95 first-round picks 
in Carolina. From a size-speed standpoint, 
Poole has been compared to Darrell Green 
and Aaron Glenn, but he lacks really good 
football savvy and understanding and is a 
very erratic player. Don’t be surprised if 
short but instinctive rookie David Macklin 
challenges Poole. Joe Paterno called 
Macklin the best cornerback he has 
coached at Penn State. Getting Cota to 
team with Jason Belser at safety was a 
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= great move. Both Cota and Belser are 
smart, tough, hard-working players who 
are productive despite their athletic and 
speed limitations. Cota is probably the 
better ball athlete of the two. Belser 
is 5-9, 195 pounds, but he never 
backs down from anyone. Polian 
hopes speedy Paul Miranda, a *99 
fourth-round pick, can develop into a 
good third or fourth corner. If he can’t, 
rookie Rodregis Brooks could steal his job, 


Special teams 

Former CFL star Mike Vanderjagt could 
be the most accurate placekicker in the 
NFL, In ’98, his first year in the NFL, he 
made 23-of-23 extra-point attempts and 
27-of-31 FG tries with a long of 53 yards. 
Last season he was 43-of-43 on PATs and 
34-of-38 on field goals with a long of 53 
yards. But, while Vanderjagt has an ade- 
quate leg on field goals, he is not a good 
kickoff man. P Hunter Smith had a terrible 
rookie year but gave the Colts hope with 
some Ray Guy-type moon shots in 
between the line drives and shanks. Smith 
ended the year with a 30.6-yard net aver- 
age, even though his home games were 
played in ideal conditions indoors. As a 
rookie, Wilkins stood out on both kickoff 
and punt returns and returned both a 
punt and a kickoff all the way. He 
gave the team a dangerous 
home-run threat whom oppo- 
nents were afraid to kick to. Kick 
coverage was a year-long problem, but 
a big part of the problem was the men 
doing the kicking. 


| wei] wK2!  wkal wks! wkel wk7]  wkel wks! wkiol WkKit| WK12 
OPPONENT | BUFF. ON E. S.D. | | _MIA. NLY.J.| CIN. DALL. | K.C. | M.Y.G. PHIL. W.Y.J. 
Score | 33-44] 26-51] 27-19]  si-34| 1618[ a1-10| s404| 25-17| 27-19 13-6 
Totalnat yards | goa] 344] dea | 392] ate | 95] ig | we] 4 287 
| Rushing yards | 108 | 121 | 64 | 66 108 57 119 | 105 100 
[Passing yards | __aa| 223] aoa | aga | 210 278 | 300 | 237 187 
[Rushing plays | __ 29] 33. 22 24 2B 28 25 19 
[Sacks allowed | ao] | <0 2 o| 1 i] 0 
Had intercepted | ——ae + = 2) 1 i 1 we Oo} 1 
Fumbles fost —Ti. i (ae 0 1 te) 0 Oo} oO 
Yards $ penalized | “ 76 59 | 60 | 30 5] 45} ss 40 | 79 
Punts 3) ll 3 2 4) 5 4) 5 
OPPONENT STATISTICS 
Tims of poss. 26:23 29:03 28:27 34:07 29:36 28:09 27:29 “ 
Total net yarts | 321 | 400 | 274 469 281} 254 232 
‘Rushing yards: 47 108 | 95 | 76 156] 105. 103 
| Passing yards 274/292 i7a| 393 125 | 149 129 
Rushing plays _| 15 27 a5 _26 29 | 26 | 26 20 
Sacks allowed | 5 D 3 ie | a] ae 9-9 4 
Had intercepted | a [+ em 1 fi) 1| 0} ) 2 
Fumbles lost | 1 me oO} oj i | oO 1 3 
Yards penalized | 90 135| 45 | 62 51 99 | 50 67 
Punts 6 6 8 3 4 | 8] 4 5 5 7 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS * 
a Es 4 | 12-34-0_ 14{-6)-0 13-28-0 
1-4-0 | 
| 47-46-0 | 2281-0 | 26-111-0 E 22-89-1 | 28-103-3 | 18-50-0 | 369-1553-13 
Ata | 213)-0) 2(-3)-0 | 3410-1| 3430] 214-0 21-0) 5-8-0] 1-10] 217-0 
; 
kins {3s ==} ee l 
Manning 21-3-2] 18-302] 29-544) 17-244] 21-35-1 21-33-1| 20-35-7| 1626-0] 23-31-2] 23-29-2| 15-27-0| 23-37-1| 27-43-0] 18-290 E 
. 2a¢-2| 203.9) 404-2] 274-3] 210-4 _ 200-1 | 237-2| _295-9| 198-1] 260-1| _186-2| 298-2 276-0! 163-0 4135.26 
Walsh | 45-1 3-8-1 TAS2 
: | = 28-0 : 19-0 47-0 
if aie = RECEIVING 
Dilger |_2:19-0 _3-36-0| 2-220] 459-0] 325-1] 2220] 1300] 3260 | 27-0] 5800] 1-100] 3-351] 4560] 5520] 40-479-2 
[Elias fs =a] | |__ 280] 2-8-0 4-16-0 
Green ~ | -§-124-0 | 561-0] “32001 | | [229-0] 2-9-0 219-0 | _1-12-0 4-4-0 | __21-287-0 
Harrison | e-421-2 | 7-105-3| 13-196-1| 3-51-1| 6-40-0| 8-4156-1| 6-85-1| 7-93-0/ 6-109-2| 5-60-1| 558-0] 6-125-0| 6-118-0| 9-117-0| 14-138-0| 4-51-0 | 115-1663-12 
James | 44a0| 1-90! 3.060! 24-0] 4200! 1-930] 7-92-01 7-904] 5-72-0| 5-47-14 zal or 28-1] 459-1] 3-18-0| 433-0] 62-586-4 
Jones: fe | —s | ao | |__ 1-6-0 1-8-0 
Pathon [260 f | asso | eo! azo [| sao] a aT aaa == ie | 14-163-0| 
Pollard | t 444-0] 116-0] 4-64:2 | 2:16-0| 1-160| 2300| 9-7-0] 225-0| 2121) 3200! 3-021] 3500/ 2240| 200] 94-374-4 
S.Grene |} 0 a as | |e 1-4-0 
Shields | 420[ 195, 121-0 4-4-0 4-37-0 
Wilkins | 237-1| 481-0] 2-40-1| o540| 660-0) 9-260 130] 441-4] ss90[ 2261/3460] 218-0] 328-0 42-565-4 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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7 —— COLTS I osTeR 
0) | Indianapolis Coits Sno. NAME POS. HT. WT. EXP. COLLEGE GP/GS 
0 P.O. Box 535000 = 54 Armour, Phillip Cc 6-3 315 1 North Texas St. 0/0 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46253 = 47 Austin, Billy pe 5-10 195 2 New Mexico 16/0 
Q S17/297-2658' = 9 Baker, John 6-3 223 R North texas St. 
ty lla a = 83 Banta, Bradford S 6-6 260 7 Southern California 16/0 
; Cans city: 56.427 = 29 Belser, Jason DB 5-9 196 9 Oklahoma 16/16 
2 Playing A ace: AstroTurf = 97 Bennett, Cornelius LB 6-3 240 14 Alabama 16/16 
re 4999 record: 13-3: First in AFC East ® 26 Blevins, Tony DB 6-0 165 3 Kansas 15/0 
= : ® 92 Bratzke, Chad DE 6-4 275 7 EasternKentucky 16/16 
~ Owner-CEO: James Irsay; President: Bill Polian - 42 Brooks, Rodregis DB 5-10 181 R_ Alabama-Birmingham 
Wi | Director of football operations: Dom Anile; Director of player development: Steve ® 20 Burris, Jeff DB 6-0 190 7 Notre Dame 16/16 
& Champlin; Director of pro scouting: Chris Polian; Director of pro player personnel: = 64 Chester, Larry DT 6-2. 305 3 Temple 16/8 
& Clyde Powers w 37 Cota, Chad DB 6-1 198 6 Oregon 15/15 
Head coach: Jim Mora = 51 Daniels, Maurice LB 6-0 237 R PennSt. : 
Assistant coaches: Bruce Arians, quarterbacks; George Catavolos, asst. head coach- @ 67 Davis, Joel OL 6-5 305 1 Army 0/0 
defensive backs, Vic Fangio, defensive coordinator, Todd Grantham, defensive line; ™ 85 Dilger, Ken TE 6-5 259 6 Iilinos 15/15 
Richard Howell, asst, strength and conditioning; Gene Huey, running backs, Tony Mar- - 36 Finn, Jim RB 5-10 240 1 Penn 0/0 
ciano, tight ends; Tom Moore, offensive coordinator, Howard Mudd, offensive line; Mike @ 7 Fre antani Brad DB 61 210 R Mississippi St 
Murphy, linebackers; Jay Norvell, wide receivers; John Pagano, defensive asst; Kevin ® " = 
Spencer, special teams; Jon Torine, strength and conditioning. = 3 Furrey, Mike WR 5-10 179 _R_Northern lowa 
js 09 Gentry, Josh LB 6-2 240 FR _ Indianapolis 
= 65 Gilbert, Ben OG 6-4 316 FR Ohio St. 
& 45 Gleason, Steve oB 5-11 214 R WashingtonSt. 
4 78 glenn Tarik OT 6-5 335 4 California 16/16 
- 10 Gonzalez, Pete QB 6-1 220 3 Pittsbu 2/0 
WA SAE Gera _(86 Paition _ 60 Wilkins’ _"= 18 Piummer__ 394. Grean, E.G. WR 5111873 Fl eae 11/4 
OLT_76 GLENN 71 Wilson © 49 Green, Ibn TE 6-2 215 R_Louisville 
OLG 76 McKINNEY 63 Saturday = 14 Hall, Darran WR 5-10 170 1 Colorado St. 0/0 
¢ be moose —_50.J. Johnson = “3 Holents Kaly Gs — 69212 4 tidete temeseae SiG 
= © lolcomb, Kelly 2 iddle Tennessee St. 
i Ea EIS IRE ® 79 Holsey, Bernard DL 6-2 285 5 Duke 16/0 
_ORT 73 MEADOWS 71 Wilson a _1 Insley, Trevor WR_6-0 190 A Nevada-Reno 
TE 85 DILGER 81 Pollard 83 Banta 46 Keur — 74 Jackson, Waverly OG 6-2. 310 3 Virginia Tech 16/16 
We fal Be ® “69 Johnson, Elis DT 6.2202 6 Fonda tari 
johnson, Ellis rida 
QB 18 MANNING 13 Holcomb 10 Gonzalez _11 Ornstein = 59 Johnson, Jason C 63 290 3 Kansas State 76/0 
RB 32 JAMES 23 Lane 43 McDougal* & 68 Johnson, Matt OG 6-4 332 R_ Brigham Young 
H-b 81 POLLARD 491.Green* 39 Shields 44 Kendra* m _15 Jones, Isaac WR 6-0 190 2 Purdue 4 
POERENSE nn BB __6-0_ 243 _A_ Florida St. : 
4 e _7 Kight, Dann PK 6-0 200 2 Augusta St. 12/0 
DLE 95 WHITTINGTON 90M. Thomas 99 Scioli s 46 Keur, Josh . TE 64 283 1 Michigan St 0/0 
DLT G4 CHESTER 79 Holsey 96 J. Williams* m@ _58 LaCoste, Paul LB 6-2 242 1 Mississippi St_ 0/0 
ee a ee 
; « yi 2 « 
DRE 02 BRATZNE 79 Holsey__ 91 'Nwokorie ®™ 18 Manning, Peyton QB 6-5 230 3 Tennessee 16/16 
LLB 87 BENNETT = 53Washington” = CCSCSCSC*«*iS'SC43 McDougal, Kevin. RB_5-11_ 204 RQ Colorado St. 
MLB 94 MORRIS* 58 LaCoste ~ 76 McKinney, Steve OG 6-4 297 3 Texas A&M 14/14 
RLB 52 PETERSON 55 R. Thomas . 73 Meadows, Adam a 6-5 299 4 Georgia 16/16 
x lerandi, John 6-2 293 lotre Dame 
LCB 20 BURRIS 21 Miranda 42 Brooks’ 26 Blevins ® 765 Miller, Brandon DT 6-1 299 _R Georgia 
RCB 38 POOLE 28 Macklin® 31 Muhammad ® 25 Miller, Craig DB 5-11 199 1 Utah St. 0/0 
SS 37 COTA 47 Austin i 21_ Miranda, Paul DB 5-10 184 2 Central Florida 4/0 
BELSER ® 50 Moore, Larry Cc 6-2 312 3 Brigham Young 16/16 
bavan ahaa = 69 Moreira, Tom OG 6-3 331A Hofstra 
BS aren © 94 Morris, Rob LB 6-2 250 R_ Brigham Young 
P 17 SMITH 9 Baker* - 31 Muhammad, Mustafah_ DB 5-10 180 2 Fresno St. 11/0 
PK 12 WANDERJAGT 7 Kight & 91 Nwokorie, Chukie DE 6-2 286 2 Purdue 1/0 
H 17 SMITH ss _11 Ornstein, Gus QB 6-3 232 1 Rowan 0/0 
= 86 Pathon, Jerome WR 6-0 187 3 Washington 10/2 
PR 60 WILKINS 86 Pathon -} s Peterson, Mike LB 6-2 229 2 Florida 16/13 
KR BO WILKINS 86 Pathon aut 6 Plummer, Chad WR 6-3. 223 2 Cincinnati 0/0 
KC 83 BANTA 85 Dilger @ _81 Pollard, Marcus TE 6-4 257 6 _Bradl 16/12 
= = 38 Poole, Tyrone DB 5-8 188 6 Fort Valley (Ga.) St. 15/14 
Rookie; # status undetermined at presstime | 68. Reid, Ike DE 6-4 250 R_ Ohio Wesleyan 
: - - 60 _Renes, Rob DT 6-1 308 R Michigan - 
‘ | i § 72 Ridder, Tim OL _6-7__301 1 Notre Dame 0/0 
0 SCHEDULE 1999 RESULTS ® 60 Robeen, Craig OT 6-6 306 A Indiana = 
All times Eastern Pointspread refers to Indianapolis 2 63 Saturday, Jeff Cc 6-2 295 2 North Carolina {2/2 
DATE __ OPPONENT TIME = 99 Scioli, Brad DE 6-3 277 2 PennSt. 10/0 
Sepl.3 at Kansas City 1pm, Sept. 12 Buffalo (+2,5) 31-14 § 39 Shields, Paul RB 6-1 238 2 Arizona 13/5 
Sept.10 Oakland 1 p.m. Sept.19 AtNew England (+3,5) 28-31. = 17 Smith, Hunter P 6-2 212 2 Notre Dame 16/0 
Sept. 17 Open Sept. 26 At San Diego (0) 27-19 $ 57 Sin Rodney LB 6-0 232 RA Baylor — 
j will ny. Oct.3 BYE = 75 Snellings, Paul OT 6-4 295 1 Georgia 00 
aon 2S —a evr Oct.10 Miami (0) 31-34 | 93 Snow, Justin DE 6-3 232 __ A R Baylor = 
2 me Oct. 17 At New York Jets (3) 16-13 ™ _98 Stimson, Nate LB 6-2 ~=248 = 1 ~Georgia Tech _ 0/0 fos 
Oct.8__atNewEngland 1pm. | Oc 34 cincinnall (10.5) 31-10 = _90 Thomas, Mark DE 6-5 265 9 North Carolina St 15/2 
Oct. 15 at Seattle 4:05pm. | Oc91 Dallas (3) 3424 8 35 Thomas, Scott DB 6-2 206 1 Azusa Pacific o/0 |— 
Oct.22 New England 1 p.m. Nov.7 _ Kansas City (45) 2547. @ 55 Thomas, Ratcliff LB 6-0 240 3 Maryland 16/0 ; 
Oct.29 Detroit Tpm. | Nov.14 AtNewYork Giants (3) 2719 w —s7 Toy, Daron a fox ag 
Novis —atiChicago dpm. | Nov.21 At Philadelphia (7) 4447 3 42° Vanderjagt, Mike PK. 65 210 3 West Virginia 16/0 
Nov, 12 N.Y. Jets 8:20 p.m. Nov. 28 New York Jets 7) 13-6 ~ 53 Washington, Mareus LB 6-3 247 R Auburn 
Nov. 19 at Green Bay ipm. | Dec.S  AtMiami (+2) 37-34 m@ 33 White, Jamel RB 5-9 208 R_ South Dakota 
Nov.26 Miami ipm. Dec, 12_ New England (-7) 20-15 § 95 Whittington, Bernard DE 6-6 280 7 Indiana 15/15 
° Dec. 19 Washington (-6.5) 24-21 = 80 Wilkins, Terrence WR-KR 5-8 179 2 Virginia 16/10 
eat aes Ss Dec. 26 AtCleveland  (-13.5) 29-28. % 96 Williams, Josh DT 63. 284A Michigan 
b as Jan.2 At Buffalo (-2.5) 6-31 ™ 41 Williams, Payton DB 5-7 170 Fresno St. 
Dec. 17 at Miami 415P.M. | BoSsTSEASON § (71 Wilson, Jamie OT 6-6 300 4 Marshall 5/0 
Dec. 24 Minnesota 4:15 p.m. Jan.16 Tennessee (-6) 16-19 - 2 Wofford, Brian WR 5-11 164 R Clemson 
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Hay hen Jimmy Johnson came to 

7] Miami in 1996, he took over an 
gd old, slow team that had huge 
salary-cap problems and a lot of for- 
mer first-round picks who were not 
earning their huge salaries. The Dol- 
phins’ greatest assets 
. were an owner who 
, spent money and 

7 lent support but did: 
7 not interfere where 
* he was not needed 
and aging but still talented QB Dan 
Marino. Their biggest negatives were 


PEE TTT 
~ —- 5 


ation. 

Johnson stepped away in January, 
leaving new head coach Dave 
= Wannstedt a very young and fast 
= team that has been in the playoffs the 
past three seasons and has a deep 
and talented defense. The team is still 
owned by Wayne Huizenga, still has a 
solid front office (led by Eddie Jones 
and Bobby Ackles) and is in pretty 
good salary-cap shape. But the Dol- 
phins have major problems on 
offense, where they need to choose or 
get a starting quarterback to replace 


a running game. In his last two years, 
Johnson spent a first-round and two 
second-round picks on running 
backs, but the Dolphins have gotten 
very little to show for that investment. 
Because the Dolphins finished so 
poorly in '99, people tend to forget 
that they started the season 7-1, beat- 
ing Tennessee 17-0 to close the first 
half of the season with Damon Huard 
at quarterback. They looked like a 
Super Bowl team until Dan Marino 
came back from a nerve injury and 
had his worst game as a pro vs. the 


their defense and the salary-cap situ- §& Marino, and they must finally develop & Cowboys. That triggered a collapse 


PHOTO BY SPORTS PICTURE NETWORK 


PREVIEW —OO0O 


www.profootballweekly.com 


PREWIEUY! —COO0 


that ended in the playoffs with a 
humiliating 62-7 loss to the Jaguars. 


Offense 

For the first time since °83, the Dolphins 
will not be building their offense around 
Marino. That may make it easier to focus 
on and build the kind of running game 
Miami has not had in almost two decades 
and to establish the desired balance offen- 
sively. Last season the Dolphins commit- 
ted to the run, drafting three backs and 
trading for a fourth, yet they wound up the 
year averaging just 90.8 rushing yards per 
game and 3.3 yards per carry. 


QUARTERBACKS = Huard started when 
Marino was out last season, and the team 
was 4-1 in Huard’s five starts. He is big, 
fairly athletic and much more of a running 
threat than Marino was. Huard also made 
some big throws. But he really had trouble 
when his first read was not there, and he 
did not know when to get rid of the ball. 
Marino threw the ball 369 times, averag- 
ing 6.63 yards per passing attempt, and he 
was only sacked nine times. Huard 
attempted 216 throws, averaging just 5.96 
yards per attempt, and he was sacked 28 
times. Jay Fiedler has kicked around the 
league but was impressive in his only 

start with the Jaguars last season. 
That game was why the Dolphins 
be signed him. He is a really smart 
kid with a pretty good arm and a 
lot of self-confidence. Former 49ers 
first-rounder Jim Druckenmiller has the 
size and arm to be special but is not very 
mobile and was not cut out for San Fran- 
cisco’s offense. Some feel he could really 
come on in the right offense, while others 
call him a semibust. 


RUNNING BACKS = Johnson was smart 
enough to give the Giants a seventh-round 
pick for Tyrone Wheatley. But then he 
never gave the former Giants first-rounder 
a fair chance after drafting three runners, 
and Miami cut Wheatley at the end of 
training camp. He then signed with the 
Raiders, and while he was not a superstar, 
he rushed for 936 yards while sharing time 
with Napoleon Kaufman. The Dolphins’ 
leading rusher was J.J. Johnson, who ran 
for 558 yards and averaged 3.4 yards per 
carry. Johnson has only about 4.7 speed in 
the 40, but he is a big, tough, inside runner 
who has some quickness and run vision 
and will fight to the finish. He hurt his 
hamstring in training camp, and that may 
have been a problem all season. He had his 
best game when the Dolphins beat Seattle 
in the playoffs. Rob Konrad started at full- 
back for much of his rookie year but car- 
ried the ball only nine times. Early in the 

season he was a decent blocker and a 
very good receiver, but then he got 

tired and started dropping the 

ball. Some people feel Konrad 

should be a tight end or H-back. He 

is a sculpted 260-pounder with 4.6 
speed. With that in mind, the Dolphins 
drafted pure FB Deon Dyer, whom they 
hope to pair with Konrad in an elephant 


GRADE 


PFW PROJECTIONS 


ey.) J0HNSON 
NG zacu tions )* 
~ ro ROB KONRAD 


_ Second-year man will be used all over the 
field, from short-yardage back to H-back. 


QB: 
DAMON HUARD vs. JAY FIEDLER 
Both are mobile and capable, but can 
either handle the pressure of replacing Dan 
Marino? Don't count out Jim Druckenmiller. 


_ Someone emerges at OB, running game 
_ jells and defense is dominant. 


None of the young QBs gets the job done, 
and running game continues to struggle, 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


__WR Bert Emanuel, QB Jay Fiedler, LB 
Scott Galyon, OG Heath Irwin, LB Twan Rus- 
sell, RB Lamar Smith, RB Thurman Thomas, 
P Matt Turk, CB Brian Walker 


FB Kantroy Barber, TE Troy Drayton, OG 
Kevin Gogan, QB Dan Marino, FB Stanley 
Pritchett, $ Shawn Wooden 


Ark.-Pine Bluff 
Georgia 


7/232) CB Jeff Harris: 


FIVE-YEAR HISTORY 


, = 


backfield, They signed former Bills great 
Thurman Thomas to be their third-down 
back and Lamar Smith, who showed 
promise in Seattle but never panned out in 
New Orleans because the Saints tried to 
make him something he wasn’t. Smith may 
be a big back, but he is more of a shifty 
runner than an inside pounder. 


RECEIVERS » The Dolphins hope a com- 
bination of Hunter Goodwin and Ed Perry 
can replace Troy Drayton at tight end. 
Goodwin is a blocker with decent hands 
who will not separate from coverage. Perry 
is more of a receiver who has some speed 
but has always been inconsistent. (Drayton 
still could return if he is healthy and will- 
ing to work for less. If that is the case, he 
is a much more complete player than Perry 


or Goodwin.) In his first year as a Dolphin, 
WR Tony Martin caught 67 passes for 
1,037 yards and five TDs but was not the 
home-run threat Miami hoped he would 
be. Only two of his plays covered more 
than 40 yards. O.J. McDuffie missed four 
games with a toe injury and never really 
got on track, but he still caught 43 passes 
for 516 yards. He is not that fast but is an 
ideal third receiver in the slot with his 
quickness and ability to get open under- 
neath the coverage and run after the catch. 
The biggest surprise continues to be for- 
mer Arena League star Oronde Gadsden, 
He runs the 40 in only about 4.7 seconds 
but is big, physical, aggressive and sure- 
handed. He jumps well, plays faster than 
he times and makes big plays. In fact, last 
season he had the most big plays of any 
Dolphins receiver, catching 48 passes for 
803 yards and six TDs. Former first-round 
pick Yatil Green came back from two 
major knee operations to catch 18 passes 
for 234 yards but still has not regained the 
great speed that made him so appealing 
coming out of college. Nate Jacquet has 
the speed but is inconsistent catching and 

does not adjust to the defense very 
well, Ex-Falcon and Buccaneer 
% Bert Emanuel could be a huge 
help if he can stay healthy and 
regain the form he showed in 
Atlanta. Emanuel is very smart, athlet- 
ic and fast, but things just never worked 
out for him in Tampa Bay because he kept 
getting hurt. 


OFFENSIVE LINE » Had Richmond Webb 
built off his rookie season, he could have 
been a perennial All-Pro tackle. Instead, he 
almost seemed to rest on his laurels and let 
his ability carry him. So he has been a 
solid, finesse type of left tackle but nothing 
really special. At 32, he is not likely to 
change, but every time he is out, the Dol- 
phins find out that there is a big drop-off 
from him to the next player on the depth 
chart and appreciate the value he has. 
Brent Smith is an OK third tackle, but 
whenever he has to replace Webb, the 
drop-off shows. ORT James Brown is an 
average player coming off a below-average 
year. Look for second-rounder Todd Wade, 
the Dolphins’ top draft choice this year, to 
replace him within a year if Wade can learn 
to get off the ball on the snap count every 
play and to bend his knees in games as he 
does in drills. C Tim Ruddy is a smart 
achiever who may have great weight-room 
numbers, but he lacks functional playing 
strength and is more of a finesse player. 
Mark Dixon has come back from Canada 
and has been a very solid guard with better 
athleticism than many felt he had when he 
played at Virginia and got training-camp 

looks from the Eagles in *94 and the 
h—~ Falcons in °95, He made his mark in 

NFL Europe and then in the CFL, 
S> where he started his career with 
\ the Baltimore Stallions in °95. 

Heath Irwin will replace the combina- 

tion of Kevin Donnalley and Kevin 
Gogan at the other OG spot. Irwin is more 
athletic and mobile but not nearly as phys- 
ical in-line. 
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He almost single-handedly dismantled 


makes because he gambles so much and 


* mB 
= . Seattle’s offense in the “ j 
; peers He ‘ playoffs. Kenny ® does not show good judgment about when 
SUBIELH Bea Pen pores SOBBRALHE = Mixon played the run well at left end as a = to take chances. If Buckley, a free agent, 
as expected last season, but the fact thatthe = eel ae : 5 2 ; ‘ 
: . s rookie in 98, but like Bromell he tailed off » leaves, look for third-round pick Ben Kelly 
Dolphins gave up 336 points can be very & ._ ,.- 4 Tyre é : 
ra : - sys = in his second year. = , to replace him in the equation. Kelly is 
7 misleading, The opposition scored 10 § ~ iam shiner thant Sel0 Bukie wore aise 
"= touchdowns when Miami’s offense or spe- ™ LINEBACKERS = If you can keep the ® ge * 0 SONS 
: =a cary : ll ciplined than Buckley, FS Brock 
cial teams were on the field. Miami’s “D = blockers off Thomas, he will make as many ~ lariat clavedihelter bat Wieehil 
> 3} gave up only 275.3 yards per game, was = plays as any linebacker in football. He has = ‘ shi Hei) Acie 
- : : 3s a paso he ae a semi-disappointment. He does 
“4| the NFL's best at stopping teams inside the = superior instincts, a great motor and better & TOUS aloe RaRIEe Greene 
==| red zone, allowed the opposition to conyert | speed than people realize. But as the Jets = P ; Be 28 . 
A t r ae pass. Brian Walker, a former Dolphin 
just 28.8 percent of third-down plays and ® have shown with great C Kevin Mawae, ® Sitio eancdliae lark titentiacted Wee Brent 
allowed only 1,476 yards and six TDs to ¢ My if you can get a big blocker out on & will ae ailence’ Galvin Jackson vat be d 
— opposing rushers. The defense is designed = § Thomas, he can be neutralized. = ef. ne 
‘ “ .” w Safety. Walker is a better ball athlete, while 
to funnel things toward MLB Zach »@ ) ° 4M Robert Jones had a career year in & Jackson may be the tougher of the two 
Thomas and to keep the blockers off him = "98 but reverted to being an aver- 5 y F 
so he is free to roam around and make © Fy~ age starter in 99. Derrick Rodgers ® i 
plays. 2 was a major disappointment on the weak : Special teams MVP PK 
® side and will be challenged by ex-Giant = Se ge ea eas le bec 
DEFENSIVE LINE = Daryl Gardener and = ‘ ® Olindo Mare, who made 39 field goals, did 
~ @ scott Galyon, who has the knack for mak- = = , 
Tim Bowens are two huge yet athletic = ino bio plave that Rodoets 1a0l's = not miss a kick shorter than 40 yards all 
tackles who clog up the middle and do a & B bie play e ; = season and was 12-of-19 on tries of 40 
good job of keeping blockers off Thomas. £ DEFENSIVE BACKS =» Sam Madison is one © yards and longer. In some games, he was 
Neither is much of a pass rusher, but Gar- ® of the game’s best corners. He plays the ball ® all the offense Miami had, such as when 
dener seems to improve a little in that area 5 well, but Jacksonville burned him for two = they beat San Diego 12-9 in Week 15, Punt- 
every year, They generally come off the » scores in the playoffs. Patrick Surtain strug- = ing was a year-long problem, so the Dol- 
field on passing downs, with Lorenzo ¥ gled after replacing Terrell Buckley on the § phins traded for ex-Redskins P Matt Turk. 
Bromell coming in and an end moving § other corner and gave up too many big § He messed himself up last season by alter- 
inside. Bromell excited the Dolphins with ® plays when the Dolphins asked him to play ® ing his technique, but he was one of the 
his pass-rush skills as a rookie, then tailed = aggressive, bump-and-run coverage. While ® league’s best in "97 and ‘98. Kick coverage 
off last year. He is not big enough to play » Madison and Buckley love playing up on = has been a strong point with special-team- 
inside on running downs. Outside, Jason % the receiver, Surtain is more of a zone cor- $ , ers and backup LBs Larry Izzo, Dwight 
Taylor had some injury problems and real- 3 ner who lacks great speed and a catch-up © Hollier and O.J. Brigance leading the 
ly tailed off. He did not remind anyone ® burst. Buckley’s propensity to gamble charge. Marion had a very good 
of Charles Haley as he did in *97 = caused the Dolphins to really sour on him a year returning kickoffs, and 
and *98. Former Redskin Rich wm last season, as they found out why Green = Jacquet is a threat on punts but is 
BP Owens layed extremely well §% Bay gave up on him despite his fine moye- = not overly reliable. Jimmy Johnson 
Pp y ‘ Spi) : y ly 
and was Miami’s best all-around § ment skills and athletic ability. Buckley is ¥ kept around six players a year merely for 
end. Trace Armstrong is just a pass ® always looking to make big plays, but he ® their contributions on special teams. That's 
rusher now, but he is still a very good one. = often winds up giving up as many as he = why Izzo and Brigance are on the team. 
“TEAM STATISTICS 
| WK2} _wk4| WKS/|__—WK6/_ —WK7| ~—WKS| WKS! WKI0] WKi1) WKi2] wWKi3 WK 15 
OPPONENT DEN. BurF.|IND.|_W.E.|PHIL| OAK.|  TEN.| BUFF.| W.E.| DALL.|  IND.| M.YJ.|  S.D. 
Score 34-31 | 17-0 3-23 | 27-17 | 6-20! 34-37 20-28 - 
Total net yards 237 101 | 227 275 al 368 319 284 
Rusti 52 17 69 | 
Passing yards 185 
Rushi 27 
Sacks allowed 4 
[Fombies et t 
Yards panalized 40 
Punts 7 
Time of 31:58 
Total net yards 293 
| Rushing yards _ 
Passing yards 190 
Rushing p 23 
Sacks allowed 
- on 
=| eee 
im Yards penalized 
Punts 8 
= INDIVIDUAL stanismi¢s * 
eee | Abdul-Jabbar 1660-1] 9330] 320 =e { 
16-47-0 |" 21-761 | 20-59-0 | 26-97-0| 15-49-1 | 14-41-0| 400 i 
= 120 | 660 | 2201 290| 3130] cae 
4 60 zi. 5-35-1 | 21-86-0 11-8-0 | 12-50-0 | 31-106-1 ame | 21-62-0 
-_ 1- 
: 31.01 “ - 0 
24-42-71) 1521-1) 16-320] 16-25-0| 925-1| 18-30-0 4-5-0 Q 
240-2 142-0 | _ 221-0 210-2 65-0 129-2 44-0 
22-44-2 Ll it 1-3-1 15-36-5| 24-38-1 a 
251-1} 393-2 176-0} 313-3 | 
RECEING 3 {| 
250] ra] asa 16-0] 216-0 | ee ee 
3-29-0 | 1-11-0 pet 4-38-0 —— 4-25-0 2-20-0 | 1-9-0 
= 4-123-1 1-40 117-0] 3700| 2-47-0 4-36-2 | S350} 6-103-1 | 2 
1-14-0 | | -! : 
: | <1 = 3-470 | 564-0| 4730|  1-7-0| 217-0] 1-130] 18-2340 w 
1-3-0 2-16-0 Sai 1-17-0 140/ 311-0| 760 1-3-0} 3-26-0| 1-9-0 = 15-100-0 = 
~_3-48-0| 4-33-0 1-3-0 A10| 1-8-0 12-0 20-0 2 a 3-29-0 1-40 10-68-0[ 34-251-1 al 
2-38-0 | 10-166-1 7-118-3 3-26-0 334-0 5-95-1 2-27-0 4-44-0 3-47-0 | 6-109-1 A120 8-86-0 | 6-102-1 67-1037-5 
764-1 4-42-0 3-20-0 4-41-0 2-54-0 4-41-0 221-0 1-5-0 1 1-10-0 7-73-0 43-516-2 & 
1-18-0/ 246-0) 633-1 1-00] 3-19-0| 2151] 140] 215-0] 5590 324| 7-410] 3220] 436-1) aa20| 43.3124 i 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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| Miami Dolphins Mit no. name WT. EXP. COLLEGE GP/GS 
7500 S.W. 39th Street ~ 67 Adams, Ben OG a 315 1 Texas 0/0 
Davie, Florida 33314 = 22 Alexander, Curtis 6-0 205 1 Alabama 0/0 
954/452-7000 = 93 Armstrong, Trace DE 6-4 270 12 Florida 16/2 | 
Official Website: www.miamidolphins.com = _ 2 Baker, Robert WR 5-11 202 2 Aubum 0/0 eo 
Stadium: Pro Player Stadium = 60 Bock, John OG 6-3 295__6 Indiana State a 
| Capacity: 75,192 = _95 Bowens, Tim DT 6-4 315 7 Mississippi 16/5 |S 
Playing surface; Grass = 57 Brigance, OW. LB 6-0 236 5 Rice 16/0 . 
DaveWannstect’ 1999 record: 9-7; Third In AFC East = 91 Bromell, Lorenzo DE 6-6 270 3 Clemson 15/1 Jew 
= 76 Brown, James OT 6-6 325 8 Virginia State 15/14 
Owner-chairman of the board: H, Wayne Huizenga; President-chief operating officer: ® “43 Clay, Hayward TE 63 270 4 TexasA&M 0/0 eda 
Eddie Jones; V.P.-player personnel: Rick Spielman; Director-football operations: Bob ~ 77 Connor, Rameel DE 6-3 276 A Illinois = 
Ackles; Director-pro personnel: Tom Hackert; Director-college scouting: Tom Braatz "21 Denson, Autry ; RB 540 193 2 Notre Dame ai 
SGadiniek Ccacrnen WH eed defensive coordinator; Doug Blevins, kicking; Paul 2 83_Dixon, Mark 0G 8-4 _300_3 vias 138 
- . 5 ; 7 a Doxz: 
Boudreau, offensive line; Clarence Brooks, defensive line; Joel Collier, running backs; + poezon, Todd = wea = ist Z (gua Stele on 
Robert Ford, wide receivers; Chan Gailey, offensive coordinator; John Gamble, strength . 33 D . FB 5-11 264. RN oes Caroli 
and conditioning; Judd Garrett, offensive asst.; Pat Jones, tight ends; Bill Lewis, defensive ™ _33 Dyer, Deon or aroune 
nickel package; Robert Nunn, defensive asst.; Mel Phillips, secondary; Brad Roll, asst, = —27 Edwards, Brian ____AB __6-1_220 _2 East Tennessee State _0/0. 
strength and conditioning; Randy Shannon, linebackers; Mike Shula, quarterbacks; Mike & 84 Emanuel, Bert_ WR___5-10_175 7 Rice 110 
Westhoff, special tears.  —2 Fiedler, Ja QB 6-2 220 5 Dartmouth v/a 
uw _27 Freeman, Arturo s 196 R_ South Carolina 
~ 86 Gadsden, Oronde WR 6-2. 215 3 Winston-Salem 16/7 
a _58 Galyon, Scott LB 6-2 245 5 Tennessee 16/0 
- 42 Gamble, Trent cB 5-9 186 R Wyoming 
WR 80 T. MARTIN 84 Emanuel 87 Green 85 L. @ _92 Gardener, Daryl DT 6-6 315 5 Baylor 16/15 
tah ee Se homes § ~83 Goodwin, Hunter TE 6-5 2705 Texas ASM 155 
4 B. Smit = (97 Grant, Earnest DT 6-5 297 R_Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
OLG 63 DIXON 60 Bock 68 Sheldon = 87 Green, Yatil WR 6-2 205 4 Miami (Fla.) 8/1 
i ee 
w jaley, Jermaine utte College 
ORG 66 Wm 60 Bock ~ 18 Hamler, Tony WR 6-0 187 1 Morehouse College 0/0 
ORT 76 BROWN 71 Wade* m= _5 Hanson, Chris P 6-1 214 1 Marshall 0/0. 
—TE 63 gone _89 Petty __ 8 “a Hench, Tommy 18 62 203A Micha 
« jen omm' - ichigan 
WR 81 86 Gadsden_84Emanuel__88Jacquet__| 73 “Herndon, Steve OG 6-4 297 A Georgia sa 
QB 11 HUARD 9 Fiedler 16 Druckenmiller 4 Quinn = 28 Hill, Ray CB 6-0 195 93 Michigan State 76/0 
RB 32 JOHNSON 26 L. Smith 34 T. Thomas 21 Denson - 50. Holler. pwight LB 6-2 242 9 North Carolina 15/0 
. 11_Huard, Damon QB 6-3 215 4 Washington 16/5 
ee 
ERS SRMRER | =i Se Per = _66 Irwin, Heath OG 6-4 300 5 Colorado 15/14 
Ce 2 53 1220, Larry LB 5-10 228 5 Rice 16/0 
DLE 96 OWENS 93 Armstrong _91 Bromell mw _38 Jackson, Calvin S 5-9 195 _6 Auburn 16/10 
DLT 85 BOWES 86 Simpson 94 Haly ee 
—— . " uw 25 Jeffries,Greg DB 5-9 195 8 Virginia__ VO" 
DRT 92 98 Simpson _97 Grant ® 32 Johnson, Ji. AB 6-1 230 2 MississippiSlate ‘13/4 
DRE 99 TAYLOR 79 Mixon 91 Bromell & _52 Jones, Robert LB 6-3 245 9 EastCarolina 16/15. 
WLB 59 RODGERS 58 Galyon 4 70 Jones, Willie OT 6-7__ 375 2 Grambling 0/0 
MLB 54 Z. THOMAS | = —30_Kelly, Ben CB 5-10 191  R Colorado e. 
: 53 |zzo = _44 Konrad, Rob FB 6-3 255 2 Syracuse 15/9 
SLB 52 RB. 56 Russell — _46 Leatherwood, Frank TE 6-2. 260 1 Appalachian State 0/0 
LCB 23 SURTAIN —_35 Kelly’ 28 Hill 30 Harris* . 28 Madison Sam __ Madison, Sam ee at , is 4 siuisalle 1s 
re lo - yracuse 
RCB 29 MAISON 28 Hil 24 Wilson ® “31. Marion, Brock S 5-11 205 8 Nevada-Reno 16/16 
SS 38 JACKSON 45 Walker = 80 Martin, Tony WR 6-1__175 11 Mesa 16/13 
FS 31MARION 27 Freeman‘ 25 Jeffries = _81 McDuffie, OW. WR 5-10 194 8 PennState 12/10 
m 82 McKenzie, Kevin WR 5-9 187 1 Washington State 1/0 
(oT SSS ® "79 Mixon, Kenny DE 6-4 282 9 Louisiana State 71/2 
P__ 1 TURK is 84 Nuno, Carlos TE 6-4 253 R_ Brigham Young 
PK 10 MARE ~ 90 Ogunleye, Adewale DE 6-4 253  R_ Indiana : 
H 11 HUARD w= _96 Owens, Rich DE 6-6 275 6 Lehigh 16/14 
2 89 Pry, Ed TE 6-4 265 4 James Madison 16/1 
PR 88 JACQUET 35 Kelly 81 McDuffie js _64 Pope, O'Lester OG 6-5 340 1 Southern Mississippi _ 0/0 
__KR_31 MARION 35 Kelly” 8 Spotwood* 4 4 puin Mike ne __6-4 2174 Stephen F. Austin 0/0 
PERRY je 09 Rodgers, Derrick 6-1 230 4 Arizona State 16/15 
ww Ss Gooden = 61 Ruddy, Tim 6-3 300 7 Notre Dame 16/16 
* Rookie = 62 Ruegamer, Grey C 6-5 310 2 Arizona State 0/0 
m 56 Russell, Twan LB 6-1 220 4 Miami (Fla.) 9/0 ~ 
2 oo SCHEDULE ; i 94 Scott, Walter DE 6-3. 273 2 East Carolina 0/0 <= 
f vuw ei. evel m _88 Sheldon, Mike OT 6-4 305 3 Grand Valley State 9/0 = 
All times Eastern Pointspread refers to Miami = 55 Shipley, Kyle LB 6-1__234 Ri Texas Tech = 
DATE OPPONENT Tia aie § 20 Sigler, Kalvin OB 6-0 187 R Alabama 
Sept.3 Seattle Sept. 13_ At Denver (+5.5) 38-21 8 ae simpson. Antoine Bt g2 310 2 Houston = ae = 
7 19 Arizona (95) 1916 wo im rent -5 315 4 Mississippi State 4 [— 
= ; owe — amare = _26 Smith, Lamar RB 5-11 225 7 Houston 13/2 
: Oct.4 Buffalo (6) e023 % 51 Snedegar, Jeff LB 6-2. 233 R_Kentucky = 
Sept, 24 New England Oct. 10 At Indianapolis (0) 34-31 ® 8 Spotwood, Quinton WR 5-11. 184 R Syracuse = 
Oct.1 at Cincinnati ™ 41 Steinauer, Orlondo S$ 5-10 180 1 Western Washington _ 0/0 
Oct.17 At New England (+3) 31-30 = = =, 
Geka. Butalo aa = _23 Surtain, Patrick CB _5-11_ 190 3 Southern Mississippi 16/6 [—— 
g phia (9) 16-13 9 40 Sylvester, Pe F Di 
yivester, Peter B §-10 250 R_ Drake 
Qewis Open Octist Ar Oakland (+25) 16-9 “99 “Taylor, Jason DE 66 260 4 Akron 15/15 
Oct. 23 _at N.Y, Jets Now.7__Tennessee (3) 17-0 @ 6 Taylor, Jay PK 6-1-1183 West Virginia 
Oct, 29 Green Bay Nov. 14" At Buffalo (+3) 323  ® “49 Thomas, Corey WR 5-11 169 1 Duke 0/0 
Nov.5 at Detroit Nov. 21_New England (3.5) 27-17 @ 85 Thomas, Lamar WR 6-1__170 8 Miami (Fla. 0/0 
Nou. 2 Mal San Bi Nov, 25_At Dallas (+1) § 34 Thomas, Thurman __RB 5-10 200 13 Oklahoma State 5/3 
EN Ma Se Dec.5 __ Indianapolis (2) 34-37 @ 54 Thomas, Zach LB 5-11 235 5 Texas Tech 16/16 
Nov. 19 _ N.Y. Jets Dec. 12 At New York Jets (-3)_ 20-28 oS 1_Turk, Matt 6-5 235 6 Wisconsin-Whitewater 14/0 
Nov. 26 _ at Indianapolis Dec. 19 San Diego (-7.5) 12-0 _71 Wade, Todd OT 6-8 319 FR _ Mississippi 
Dec.3 at Buffalo Dec. 27 _New York Jets (-3.5) 31-38 ~ 45 Walker, Brian $s 6-1 200 5 Washington State 5/0 
Decs101 Tania Bay Jan.2 At Washington (43) 10-21 ™ _78 Webb, Richmond OT 6-6 315 11 Texas A&M 15/14 
. POSTSEASON @ 24 Wilson, Jerry cB 5-10 187 6 Southern 16/1 
Dec. 17 __ Indianapolis Jan.9 At Seattle (+8) 20-17. % 73 Wong, Joe OG 66 315 2 Brigham Young 0/0 
Dec. 24 at New England Jan. 15 At Jacksonville (47.5) 7-62 " 57 Zimmerman, Scott LB 6-0 237 fF Northern Colorado 
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7 he Bills have defied the odds by 
#] remaining a contender as long as 
ij they have. Much of the credit for 
their remarkable run has to go to one 
of the best and most underrated front 
Offices in the game, led by general 

E manager John Butler, 
\, college-scouting 
} guru Dwight Adams, 
wy who got a much 
m= deserved promotion 
before the draft, and pro-personnel 
expert A.J. Smith. 


However, until this year, the Bills 
always were able to avoid losing too 
many key people in one season. This 
season, while everyone talks about the 
loss of the “Big Three” (Bruce Smith, 
Thurman Thomas and Andre Reed), 
the losses that are really going to hurt 
the Bills the most came in the sec- 
ondary, where ace CB Thomas Smith 
and underrated S Kurt Schulz left, and 
at fullback, where Buffalo had to let Pro 
Bowl blocking back Sam Gash go. 

Since the Bills have almost always 


been in the playoff hunt, they have not 
been able to pick high enough to get 
the super blue-chip talents such as 
Bruce Smith who can dominate games. 
However, all things considered, the 
Bills still have drafted remarkably well, 
and that’s why they have stayed in the 
race for so long. 


In effect, Joe Pendry has to design one 
offense with enough diversity to fit two 
quarterbacks: Doug Flutie and Rob John- 
son. To be effective, Flutie must be able to 
move around and get outside the pocket so 
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he can see. Johnson is more of a classic 
drop-back passer. 


QUARTERBACKS = Going into camp, it is 
Johnson’s job to lose. Buffalo invested a 
lot of money, time and a top draft pick in 
him, and it is time for him to fish or cut 
bait. Johnson is a pure thrower with nice 
size, but in the past he has been slow read- 
ing coverages and very sackable because 
he did not see or sense the rush well, made 
poor use of the pocket and held on to the 
ball too long. He played very well in his 
one regular-season start last year and then, 
after a shaky first half, rallied the Bills to a 
seeming victory over Tennessee, only to 
have a miracle play beat his team. Flutie 
beat a lot of teams with miracle plays in 
1998, but once again, thanks to Bill 
Belichick, defenses now know the best 
way to defend him. Belichick stresses 
keeping Flutie pinned in the pocket, where 
he has trouble seeing and finding passing 
lanes. While Flutie is still very active, he 
has Jost some zip on his fastball, and the 
farther he throws, the less accurate he is. 

Flutie can still come in and spark a 

team, but he can’t lead a team wire 

to wire because the more film 

you see of him and the more you 

prepare for him, the better you can 

defend him. The way Flutie, 37, han- 

dled his demotion last year had some 

people shaking their heads and questioning 

if he really is a team player or the type of 

guy who is Mr. Wonderful when things go 

his way but a selfish, me-first guy when 
they don’t. 


RUNNING BACKS » With Gash gone, the 
Bills will feature more of a one-RB look. 
Both Antowain Smith and Jonathan Linton 
are best suited to run out of that kind of set. 
The key is keeping Smith healthy. He is a 
big, fast, strong running back who has 
shown he can run with power and enough 
skill to be an effective starter if he is 
healthy. However, last year he was less 
than 100 percent for almost the entire sea- 
son. Linton is a strong-but-slow tailback 

with vision and some quickness. Shawn 

Bryson showed special speed and 
hands as a rookie before blowing 
out his knee near the end of the 
preseason. He can be a one-back 

or a fullback, as can fifth-round pick 

Sammy Morris, who has exceptional 
pass-catching skills. Gash’s great blocking 
and leadership will be missed. 


RECEIVERS » TE Jay Riemersma fits the 
system well, is a big, sure-handed target 
with a good feel for the passing game and 
works well with the quarterbacks. Howev- 
er, he is a finesse blocker without much 
pop. Youngsters Bobby Collins and Shel- 
don Jackson have exceptional speed for the 
position, but both need to refine their work 
in the passing game and really upgrade 
their blocking. At wide receiver, Eric 
Moulds had a super year in 1998, when 
Flutie was getting him the ball deep, but 
dropped off last year because Flutie could 
not get him the ball. Two years ago, 
Moulds caught 67 passes and averaged 
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Ss cua : 


cB s ANTOINE WINFIELD 
Showed promise as a rookie’ nickel back; 
now he's starting from Day One. 


FS: 
TRAVARES TILLMAN vs. THE FELD 
Tillman, a second-round rookie, is the fa- 
vorite to replace Kurt Schulz. None of the vets 
on the roster has been an NFL starter. 


"Despite personnel losses, defense remains 
NFUs best, and the Pats pent to the ee 


“D” falls apart after personnel losses: : 
| offense never gets rolling with Rob Johnson. 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


FB Sam Gash, WA Kamil Loud, DT Sean 
Moran, WR Andre Reed, S Kurt Schulz, DE 
Bruce Smith, CB Thomas Smith, RB Thurman 
Thomas, WA Kevin Williams, OL Dusty Zeigler 


1/26_DE Erik Flowers Arizona State 
2/58_S Travares Tillman Georgia Tech 
3/89 _LB Corey Moore Virginia Tech 
4/421 WR Avion Black Tennessee State 
5/156 AB Mortis Texas Tech 
6/194 DT Leif Larsen __Texas-El Paso: 
7/233. WR Drew Haddad Buffalo 
7/251 LB Deshon Polk Arizona 


FIVE- VEAR HISTORY 


more than 20 yards per reception. Last 

year he grabbed 65 balls but averaged just 

15.3 yards a catch. Moulds is a big, strong, 

physical receiver who has good speed. He 

is tough to jam at the line and tough to 

tackle after the catch, but at times he is 

, not as disciplined as scouts would 

) like. As a rookie, Peerless Price 

had his share of drops and mis- 

takes, but he showed big-play speed 

and ability and got better as the season 

went along. The Bills are gambling that 

speedy rookie Avion Black can replace 

Kevin Williams as a third receiver and 
return man. 


OFFENSIVE LINE = John Fina is a very 
athletic left tackle whose lack of strength 
and power prevents him from ranking with 


the best, but most scouts still feel he is an 
above-average starter at a very difficult 


position to play. OLG Ruben Brown has | 
tremendous physical ability, and in terms } 
of athleticism, playing strength and explo- |)” 


sion, is a Pro Bow! player. However, while 
he makes great blocks, he is way too 
inconsistent. Brown’s attention to detail 
and technique are poor, and he tends to 
grab people when pass blocking. He also 
commits a lot of false-start penalties. Last 
year, with free agency looming, he played 
harder, focused more and showed up in 
better shape. That translated into a big 
improvement over 1997 and °98, but 
Brown still was not all he is cracked up to 
be. At center, Jerry Ostroski is unathletic, 
does not look pretty doing anything and 
often seems to be off-balance. Yet some- 
how, someway, if you grade him strictly on 
production, Ostroski does a good job. If 
Joe Panos is oyer the neck problems that 
ruined his "99 season, he can be a tough, 
solid, blue-collar guard with limited ath- 


Robert Hicks does not have very 

good feet. But he is so huge and 
massive and has such a large 
wingspan that not many people get 
around him, and he can be an effective 
starter. If Panos can’t come back, the Bills 
better hope Jamie Nails shows up about 50 
pounds lighter than he was at the end of 
last season. Nails was pushing 400 pounds: 
he should be about 330. 


Defense 


Last year Ted Cottrell’s defense was sta- 
tistically the best in the game, but the unit 
forced only 21 turnovers. By comparison, 
the Eagles had 46 and the Chiefs 45. Now, 
without the Smiths and Schulz, Cottrell no 
longer has great personnel and depth to 
work with. 


DEFENSIVE LINE » If Ted Washington can 
control his weight, this could be the 
strongest part of the defense. Washing- 
ton’s weight has led to a decline in his per- 
formance the past two years. He can hard- 
ly move after a few plays and wears down 
very fast, but he still does a great job of 
keeping blockers off the linebackers. 
When Washington goes out, Pat Williams 
comes in and plays at a very high level, 
Williams, an underachiever in college, 
now has a good motor. He is a very quick, 
sudden player with very quick hands. 
While not overpowering, he can be explo- 
sive and has gotten much stronger. Out- 
side, Phil Hansen has played at high level 
for almost a decade. It is time we stop call- 
ing him an overachiever and instead label 
him a very good player with a great motor 
and tremendous work ethic. Marcellus 
Wiley will take over for Bruce Smith at 
right end. Wiley really improved ys. 
. the run last year. He has the speed 

and upfield explosion to be a top 
pass rusher, but his run defense is 
P still a bit of a concern. The same 
holds true for first-round pick Erik 
Flowers, who like Wiley has about 4.65- 
to-4.7 speed and can get after the passer. 


wwy. profoortballweekly.com 


leticism but lots of tenacity. ORT } 
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Superstrong rookie Leif Larsen can help 
inside if he can learn to play lower with 
better knee bend. 


LINEBACKERS « Some people rave about 
ILBs Sam Cowart and John Holecek, 


: ; 4 


insisting they are the strength of the 
defense. But many scouts say that Wash- 
ington, Williams and the Bills’ defensive 
scheme makes them stars, and that while 
Cowart is very good and Holecek above 
average, they are not a super tandem. 
Cowart has the speed and athleticism 
Holecek lacks and is an explosive hitter. 
However, Cowart tends to get in trouble 
by committing too soon. Holecek is very 
smart and instinctive, allowing him to 
play faster than he is, but he gets hurt a lot 
and is not that big, strong or physical. 
Outside, Sam Rogers is a typical strong- 
side “backer. He can play over and control 
the tight end and does things by the book. 
However, he rarely makes a big play. Hot- 

and-cold Gabe Northern, who flashes 
as a pass rusher, was the starter on 
the weak side in *99 but was a 

free agent at presstime. He 
could still develop into a really 
good player with his speed and abili- 

ty but may remain a tease. Rookie 
Corey Moore was a 5-11, 220-pound DE 
dynamo in college, and he has super play- 
ing speed and pass-rush skills. He could 
be an edge rusher, weak-side "backer or 
even a strong safety. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS = Thomas Smith will 
be very hard to replace. Ken Irvin, the 
other regular in ’99, is more quick than 
fast, is coming off ankle surgery and is 
really an average starter/good backup at 
best. The Bills wanted last year’s first- 
round pick, Antoine Winfield, to replace 
Irvin, but now it appears as if both will 
have to start. Winfield is only about 5-8, 
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but pound for pound he is as tough as any- 
one. Winfield hits very hard, is a good 
tackler and can cover. However, he can be 
outsized and outjumped when the ball is in 
the air. At safety, Henry Jones and Schulz 
made each other better because they knew 
each other so well and worked so well 
together. Jones is still a better cover 
strong safety than most, but he has 
lost a step and is now better play- 
ing near the line than back in 
coverage. In terms of size, he still 
looks like a cornerback, and he is no 
killer ys. the run. At free safety, Manny 
Martin is not the answer, but rookie 
Travares Tillman has the size, speed and 
range to fit right in. 


The Bills’ special teams really tailed off 
the past two years, and as a result, Bruce 
DeHaven got a pink slip. PK Steve Christie 
is no longer money in the bank and deadly 
in the clutch as he once was, and his kick- 
offs no longer have the same hang time. 
Chris Mohr is a good directional kicker 
and steady punter who does not get a lot of 
distance, Long before Kevin Dyson’s mir- 

acle return in the wild-card round, kick 

coverage was not what it had once 

been, nor was the return game. 

Kevin Williams called for a lot 

of fair catches and did not really 

break anything big as either a kickoff 

or punt returner last season, He may be 

replaced by Black on kickoffs and sure- 

handed rookie Drew Haddad on punt 
returns. 


WK15) WK16/ WK17 TOTALS 


WASH. MIA. | W.LY.J. 


14-20 | 16-26 23-3| 7-17 


334 


177 


Total net yards _| 3 0 I 
[Rushing yards | 109 _7l z2| 59 48 195| 110[ 82 57 60 95 ~ 93 94 70 158 44 1370 
Passingyards | 264| 116 ~S147| S233 207 148 275 f 118 | 202 41 113 74 240 108 67 182 2675 
Rushingplays | 20| 1a] 42) Sa 23 | 48 2) fea! 87. eS. 19 35 25. 23 21 34 407 
ok = 2 2] 2 2) eee fi 3| 2 3 4 6 0 2 6/ 37 
— {= 2 === Qi tes Ol ee Le 0 0 IE 1| A o| i 1 1 of 12 
=| [Fumblestost [  1/  o| 2 1] 0 0 of 1] 1 0 o| 1 1] o 1 
seed | Yards penalized | | } 20 60 40. 50 u 25 
me | Punts | | 6 7 8 
Feel 
[A Smith _ 67-0] 90-1131 | i66s1 | 12960) T2790] S674] 10340] 6-5-0 | z r T 
Flutie 4-24-0| _7-67-1 | 5-32-0|" 9-29-0| 7-390 | 3-230/ 643-0 2850-0) 5-40-0| 7-60] 3-340] 5-(7}0| 625-0| 7-250 
——| | Gordon al —> = = a al | 5-15-0 3-18-0 
T=] [Linton 5-16-0| 10-44-0| 15-57-0| 6-8-0| 15-450] 529.0) 6.23-0| 14-56-0| 24-96-0/ 7-281] 12:280| 1767-0| 6-17-1| 21-81-41 
R.Johnson __| = 125-0 ll it a | | | [ 
Thomas | a | ase= = 815-0 |  13-53-0 
Riad 
Flutie 22-42-2| 15-25-0| 18-26-1] 1225-0] 21-320] 7841-3] 2450-2] 18-403] 16-22-0] 10-20-0| 22-402] 91460] 1502-1| 21az2] 22050 264-478-16 
| s00-1| 160-0] 175-1| __188- 261-3| _210-1| 2942] 155-1} _2t1-2| 157-1| _za01| _207-2| _184-1| 239.2 212-0 3171-19 
RiJohnson | | 1-2-0 | 24-320 25-34-0 
| { 11-0 ae | 287-2 298-2 
‘Collins is AE (2 _T_ 4-22-07 1-6-1 “342-0 | 4-45-0| 2-20-0 | Vi1-0] 2-84 9-124-2 
‘Gash | 442-0 [348-0 | 3-25-0 | 314-4 | | 216-0 1-1-0 1-120 | “31-4 1-8-0 1-7-0 | 3-19-0 20-163-2 
Jackson | es ae 1-7-0 | | 2-22-0 4-34-0 
K. Williams = [340-0] 214-0 2-26-0 ( 4630| 4520] 435-0 2-15-0| 2-30-60 240-0] 219-0[ 2 31-381-0 
[Linton | 3-4-0 | 431-0| 2150/1150 | 5200| 241-0] 240-1 27-0] 14100 2140| 3-37-0|_ 29-228-4 
Moulds | 40-147-0} 3-36-0| _3-37-0 | 4-60-1 | 6-122-1|  3-54-1 5-61-1 1-53-1 B-77-0|  1-54-1 |_ 355-0 65-994-7 
P. Price gato} 4-9-0 | | 230-0 | 5-106-1 | _3-26-0 1-9-0) 3-121] 1-7-0] 2-160 
Reed 439-1 | 435-0 3-1-0 668-0] 223-0 431-0/  7-76-0 2-23-0 1-10-0 | 340-0 | 
Riemersma 2-29-0| 2-221 | 4.85-0| 4351) 2260] 1-141 1-7-0 2-41-0 
Thomas | | 2-35-1 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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TEAM DIRECTORY 


Buffalo Bilis 
One Bills Drive 
Orchard Park, New York 14127 
716/648-1800 
Official Website: www.buffalobills.com 
Stadium: Ralph Wilson Stadium 
Capacity: 73,840 

= Playing surface: AstroTurf 
Wade Phillips 1999 record: 11-5; Second in AFC East 
President: Ralph Wilson 


Exec. V.P.-General manager: John Butler; V.P.-player personnel: Dwight Adams; Direc- 
tor of pro personnel: A.J. Smith 


Vice president-head coach: Wade Phillips 


Assistant coaches: Max Bowman, asst. to the head coach-tight ends; Bill Bradley, defen- 
sive backs; Ted Cottrell, defensive coordinator, Chris Dickson, offensive quality control, 
Charlie Joiner, receivers; Ronnie Jones, special teams; Rusty Jones, strength and condi- 
tioning, Chuck Lester, linebackers, John Levra, defensive line; Carl Mauck, offensive line; 
Joe Pendry, offensive coordinator, James Saxon, running backs; Turk Schonert, quarter- 


89 Black" 82 Cavil* 
LT 70 FINA 69 Spriggs 


C 60 63 Conaty 
ORG 72 PANGS 74 Nails 


ORT 7 69 Spriggs 
TE 85 RIEMERSMA 84 Collins 
WR_ 81 P. PRICE 86 McDaniel _16 Haddad* 


QB 11 JOHNSON 7 Flutie 5 Cawley 15 Stambaugh" 
RB 23 SMITH 35 Linton 38 Bryson 45 Morris* 
TE 84 COLLINS 88 S. Jackson 
Ln SSS Se 
DLE 90 HANSEN 96 Flowers* 
NT 92 WASHINGTON 93 P Williams 
DRE 175 WILEY 91 S. Price 
LOLB 59 53 Newman 


LILB 52 55 Foreman 51 Cummings 


RILB 56 COWART 58 Perry 55 Foreman 
ROLB 53 NEWMAN 54 Moore* 51 Polk* 


LCB 27 IRVIN 25 Greer 
RCB 26 WINFIELD 25 Greer 

SS 20 H. 22 Porter 

FS 28 THLMAN* 29 Carpenter 


97 Larsen™ 


22 Porter 


4 Giancola’” 


81 P. Price 
81 P. Price 
63 Conaty 


Pointspread refers to Buffalo 


All times Eastern 
DATE OPPONENT 
Sept.3 Tennessee 
Sept. 10 Green Bay 
Sept. 17 at N.Y. Jets 
Sept. 24 Open 
Oct. 1 indianapolis 
Oct.8 at Miami 
Oct.15 San Diego 
Oct.22 at Minnesota 
Oct.29 N.Y. Jets 
Nov.5 at New England 
Nov. 12 Chicago 
Nov.19 at Kansas City 
Nov, 26 at Tampa Bay 
Dec.3 Miami 
Dec. 11 at Indianapolis 
Dec.17 New England 
Dec. 23 at Seattle 


DATE OPPONENT 
Sept. 12 At Indianapolis 
Sept. 19 New York Jets (-4) 
Sept. 26 Philadelphia (-12) 
Oct.4 At Miami (+6) 
Oct.10 Pittsburgh (-6) 
Oct.17 Oakland (-3.5) 
Oct.24 At Seatile (-2.5) 
Oct.31 At Baltimore (-3.5) 13-10 
Nov.7 At Washington (+4) 94-17 
Nov. 14 Miami {-3) 23-3 
Nov.21 AtNewYork Jets (-2.5) 7-17 
Nov. 28 New England (-4.5) 17-7 
Dec.5 BYE 

Dec. 12 New York Giants (-8) 17-19 
Dec. 19 At Arizona (-3.5) 31-21 
Dec. 26 At New England (-3)_ 13-10* 
Jan.2 Indianapolis (42.5) 31-6 


POSTSEASON 
Jan.8 At Tennessee 


* Overtime 


SPREAD SCORE 
(-2.5) 14-31 
17-3 
26-0 
23-18 
24-21 
74-20 
16-26 


TIME 
8:20 p.m. 
1tpm. 
1 p.m. 


1 p.m. 
1pm. 
1pm. 
1pm. 
1pm. 
1pm. 
ip.m. 
1 p.m. 
1 p.m. 
1pm. 
9p.m. 
1 p.m. 
8:20 p.m. 


(+4) 16-22 


21 Adams, Askari 
76 Albright, Ethan 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. EXP. COLLEGE GP/GS 


R_ Penn State 


190 
276 


i ee | 


North Carolina 


66 Allotey, Victor 


325 


Indiana 


89 Black, Avion 


181 


Tennessee State 


79 Brown, Ruben 


304 


38 Bryson, Shawn 
36 Byrd, David 


249 


Tennessee 


5-11 193 


Syracuse 


65 Carman, Jon 


6-8 335 


7 
1 
R 
7_ Pittsburgh 
1 
R 
R 


Georgia Tech 


29 Carpenter, Keion $s 
82 Cavil, Kwame 


5-11 205 
6-2 


2 Virginia Tech 
Texas 


5 Cawley, Mike 


6-1 


James Madison 


2 Christie, Steve 
95 Cohen, Dustin 


Miami (Ohio) 


84 Collins, Bobby 


North Alabama 


63 Conaty, Bill 
40 Corle, Jason 


Virginia Tech 


Towson 


56 Cowart, Sam 


Florida State 


41_Crosby, Phillips 


Tennessee 


51 Cummings, Joe 
37 Durden, Reggie 


Wyoming 


Florida State 


70 Fina, John 


Arizona 


94 Fisher, Bryce 


Air Force 


96 Flowers, Erik 


7 Flutie, Doug 
55 Foreman, Jay 


Arizona State 


Boston College 


Nebraska 


4 Giancola, Dan 


Niagara College 


31 Gordon, Lennox 


New Mexico 


25 Greer, Donovan 


Texas A&M 16/0 


49 Gustafson, Ivan 


16 Haddad, Drew 
90 Hansen, Phil 


North Dakota State 14/14 


Hill, Jay 
Hill, Raion 
77 Hicks, Robert 


Utah 
LSU 0/0 


Mississippi State 14/14 


52 Holecek, John 


Illinois 14/14 


27 Irvin, Ken CB 


5-10 186 


6 Memphis 14/14 


30 Jackson, Courtney CB 


6-1 190 RF Arizona State 


88 Jackson, Sheldon TE 


6-3 250 


2 Nebraska 13/4 


48 Jennings, John TE 6-4 243 1 _Bellhaven College 0/0 


11 Johnson, Rob OB 
18 Jones, Corey WR 
99 Jones, Fred LB 


6-4 212 
5-10 


6 USC 2/1 


170 _ =R 


Penn State 


6-2 246 R 
6-0 197 10 


Colorado 
Illinois 


20 Jones, Henry Ss 


57 Kelsey, Keith LB 
97 Larsen, Leif DOT 


6-1 254 R 


Florida 


64 300 R 


Texas-El Paso 


35 Linton, Jonathan FB 


86 McDaniel, Jeremy WR 
9 Mohr, Chris P 


54 Moore, Corey LB 
45 Morris, Sammy RB 


6-0 238 
6-0 197 


3 North Carolina 
1 Arizona 


6-5 215 11 


5-11 213 


Alabama 


Virginia Tech 
Texas Tech 


80 Moulds, Eric 

74 Nails, Jamie 
Newman, Keith 
Ostroski, Jerry 
Panos, Joe 


Mississippi State 


Florida A&M 


North Carolina 
Tulsa 
Wisconsin. 


Perry, Marlo 
51 Polk, DaShon 


6-1 


Jackson State 
Arizona 


22 Porter, Daryl CB 
81 Price, Peerless WR 


91 Price, Shawn DE 


5-9 


Boston College 


5-11 


Tennessee 


6-4 


Pacific 


73 Procell, Jarrett DE 


6-3 


Louisiana Tech 


85 Riemersma, Jay TE 


6-5 


Michigan 


295 


Tennessee 


61 Riley, Spencer Cc 
59 Rogers, Sam LB 


245 


Colorado 


44 Roth, Josh FB 


230 


Buffalo 


23 Smith, Antowain RB 
69 Spriggs, Marcus OT 


225 


Houston 


6-3 315 


lS) DN Die) Diol) s/ Dir) eon) 


Houston 


15 Stambaugh, Phil QB 62 217 RF Lehigh 


17 Sullivan, Corey WR 


62 i197 A 


Tennessee State 


28 Tiliman, Travares s 


6-1 


Georgia Tech 


62 Tosaw, Mike OG 


6-3 


Missouri Southern 


3 Van Dyke, Jason P 


5-10 


Adams State 


92 Washington, Ted NT 
75 Wiley, Marcellus DE 


6-5 


Loutsville 


6-5 


Columbia 


71 Williams, Nathaniel DT 


6-2 


Virginia Tech 


93 Williams, Pat 
26 Winfield, Antoine 
98 Wright, Kenyatta 


6-3 


Texas A&M 


5-8 
6-1 


Ohio State 
Oklahoma State 
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NEW YORK 


or the past three years, the Jets’ record 
was a lot better than the available talent 
because they had the best coaching in 
the NFL. No head coach motivated or han- 
dled hard-to-handle players better than Bill 
Parcells. No defensive coordinator schemed 
and cnet better than Bill Belichick. And 
very few offensive coordi- 
. nators utilized their 
\, players better than 
yo Charlie Weis. 
¥, Last year's game 
— plan Called for the Jets 
to go to the Super Bowl, 
Parcells to move upstairs and Belichick to 
replace him. Instead, owner Leon Hess died 
before the season, QB Vinny Testaverde 
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went down in the opener and the Jets were 
all but wiped out, with first-half injuries lead- 
ing to a 1-6 start. 

However, with Ray Lucas at quarterback, 
the team rallied to finish .500 and closed 
with a four-game winning streak. Shortly 
after the finale, Patriots owner Robert Kraft 
asked to speak with Belichick, and Parcells 
retired from coaching — which in effect 
took Belichick off the market. Without know- 
ing who the new Jets owner would be or if 
he was wanted by him, Belichick refused to 
become Parcells’ successor. The result was 
a soap opera that ended with Al Groh 
being named the Jets’ new head coach; 
Belichick, Weis and crack pro-personnel 


= director Scott Pioli, who also is Parcells’ 


CURTIS (Viti 


son-in-law, going to the Patriots; the Jets 
getting New England's first-round pick and 
WR Keyshawn Johnson traded to Tampa 
Bay for two more first-rounders after 
demanding that his contract be re-done. 


Offense 

The Jets have done a great job of design- 
ing offenses that fit what their QBs do best. 
Dan Henning, who played a huge role in 
the development of both Testaverde and 
Lucas, replaces Weis as offensive coordi- 
nator, and both QBs swear by Henning. 


QUARTERBACKS « The key to Testaverde’s 
tremendous success in 1998 was that the 
coaches made sure he did not try to do too 
much himself, Testaverde is a very large, 
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powerful quarterback with a very strong, 
accurate arm. He can throw any pass in the 
book, thread the needle, shake off rushers 
with his strength and, before last year’s 
Achilles injury, could also run away from 
many with his deceptive speed. The reason 
he struggled in the past was that he tried to 
do too much himself. When he tries to be 
John Elway or Roger Staubach — running 
around and improvising — he starts throw- 
ing interceptions and turning the ball over. 
Lucas went from a “slash” player to a win- 
ning starting quarterback in the NFL who 
was allowed to do more things as the sea- 
son went along. Lucas’ greatest assets are 
his enthusiasm, toughness and athleticism. 
While he is no Testaverde and never will 
be, Lucas gives the Jets a run-throw option 
and another QB with a strong arm. Before 
the second half of last year, his accuracy on 
throws down the field was his undoing, but 
he showed great improvement over the 
course of the season and won the confi- 
dence of his teammates. But when the Jets 
took Chad Pennington, known for his 

smarts and passing, with their third first- 
round pick, it was a message that they 
were not entirely sold on Lucas’ 

throwing. But you could also say 
that a team should never pass on a 
potential championship QB. The Jets 
had Pennington rated. high enough to 
take him with the 12th pick, and they 
passed on him twice before selecting him. 
P Tom Tupa is as good a quarterback as 
most teams’ third signalcallers. 


RUNNING BACKS » Curtis Martin is one of 
the great running backs in the NFL today. 
He carried the Jets for long stretches in ‘99 
until Lucas established himself at quarter- 
back, Despite being a marked man, Martin 
rushed for 1,464 yards and caught 45 pass- 
es. Martin is not that big, fast, powerful or 
dazzling, but he has great vision and bal- 
ance, excellent quickness, really nifty feet 
and a great knack for cutting to daylight. 
He also is a quiet leader and a winner who 
does the little things. As a rookie in 1997, 
Leon Johnson may have been the best 
third-down back/return man in football. He 
was a strong yet nifty runner with excellent 
hands who threw the ball well, could even 
run the option and was a tremendous return 
man, He struggled with injuries and never 
was close to 100 percent in 1998, then 
appeared to be back on track going into 
last year before blowing out his knee 

in the opener. Richie Anderson is 
a” more of an H-back than a true 
fullback. Last year, for the first 
time, Anderson could be counted on to 

block the right man, pick up the blitz and 
hold on to the ball. 


RECEIVERS » Eric Green was a bust at 
tight end last year. He will be replaced by 
first-rounder Anthony Becht, who has been 
called a bigger Mark Chmura. Fred Baxter 
has been a career backup with starter’s 
tools. You just can’t rely on him. He drops 
too many passes and has too many block- 
ing breakdowns, and for some reason he 
never has outgrown those habits. Outside, 
Johnson is one of the game’s best. He will 
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Sac Recemaseenreehe ani 
his strong suit, Smarter than scouts thought. 


DEDRIC WARD vs. THE FIELD 
Pes is best-suited for third-WR. duty. 
kies Laveranues Coles and Windrell 
Heyes wil got lngty looks 


_ With Vinny Testaverde at the controls, the 
Jets rebound after missing the playoffs in 99. 


Martin gets hurt, and Testaverde can’t 
ati in he ae. 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


5 Steve Atwater, LB Chad Cascadden, OT 
Jumbo Elliott, TE Eric Green, WR Keyshawn 
Johnson, QB Rick Mirer 


4/12 DE Shaun Ellis Tennessee 
113_LB John Abraham _ South Carolina 
148 QB Chad Penni ‘Marshall 

1/27 TE Anthony Becht West Virginia 
3/78 WA Laveranues Coles _ _Florida State 
5/143 WR Windrell Hayes j 

6/179 DB Tony Scott | 
7/218 DT Richard Seals — 


be missed, and the Jets no longer have a 
No. 1 receiver. Wayne Chrebet is at his best 
when used in the slot, where he is one of 
the finest in the game. He almost has Steve 
Largent-like skills in many areas but is far 
enough below Largent that he can’t be con- 
sidered an elite receiver. Plus, Chrebet has 
yet to step up big in the postseason. Dedric 
Ward has big-play speed and ability but 
has never really established himself 
because he is not very tough, lacks con- 
fidence and cannot be counted on to 
hang on to the ball. At times, you 
have to question his mental 
toughness. Rookie Laveranues 
Coles has Wesley Walker-esque speed 
and a nasty temper he must learn to con- 
trol. Fellow freshman Windrell Hayes is a 
solid possession catcher. 


OFFENSIVE LINE =» The million-dollar 


question is whether Jason Fabini can han- 
die the OLT position — and if not, can the 


Jets find somebody who can? Fabini was a |; 


left tackle in college, but the big knocks on 


him were his lack of mobility and quick } 


feet. The Jets moved him to right tackle, 
and he was very solid for about a year and 
a half before blowing out his knee while 
trying to replace an injured Jumbo Elliott at 
left tackle. Now, coming off knee surgery, 
Fabini likely will be asked to move perma- 
nently to left tackle to make room for huge 
Ryan Young, who played surprisingly well 
at right tackle as a rookie after Fabini 
moved to the left side and was then side- 
lined. Young is another player with margin- 
al quickness and mobility who lacks Fabi- 
ni’s great feel for the game and must be on 
the right side of the line, where the tight 
end can help him. Young also must have 
somebody pushing the right buttons to keep 
him hungry. Inside, Randy Thomas was a 
year-long starter at right guard and made 
every all-rookie team. Thomas is a very 
athletic player who picked things up a lot 
more quickly than people felt he would. He 
can pull and adjust on the move and runs 
very well. OLG Kerry Jenkins is an average 
starter who would make a great swingman. 
He can play tackle and guard and was a real 
find by the personnel department after the 
Bears exposed him on their practice squad. 
When the Jets made Kevin Mawae the 
highest-paid center in football in Parcells’ 
first year, people questioned the move. 
Now it is considered a stroke of genius, and 
Mawae is considered a bargain, Mawae has 
everything you want in a center from both 
a tangible and intangible standpoint and 
may very well be the best in football 
at that position. He is big, smart, 
mobile and powerful. He can 
mash in the running game, pass 
block and block effectively on the sec- 
ond level. Mawae is also a leader, 


The Jets must cope with the loss of 
Belichick, who is the best in the game at 
getting the most out of the talent he has, 
scheming and adjusting. With the Jets, he 
used a 3-4 base with 4-3 yarialions, in 
large part because he had more linebackers 
than linemen and was operating with some 
very marginal players at times. The best 
way to replace him is with a good coach 
who is not asked to make chicken salad out 
of chicken feathers. That’s why the Jets 
used their first two first-rounders on start- 
ing DE Shaun Ellis and pass rusher John 
Abraham, made Mo Lewis their franchise 
player and signed CB Marcus Coleman to 
a huge, new contract. 


DEFENSIVE LINE = Until this year, the Jets 
had drafted two defensive linemen in the 
second round under Parcells. Thus far, they 
have nothing to show for those two picks 
except egg on their face. Rick Terry was a 
bust, and Dorian Boose will be one unless 
he really comes on this year. The common 
denominator between the two: Both were 
much better athletes and workout guys 
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than players, possessing all the physical 
measurements but lacking the commit- 
ment, instincts and disposition. While 
Boose continued to disappoint, Eric 
Ogbogu showed signs of coming on late 
last year. He has natural explosion and can 
play with leverage but needs better con- 
centration and focus. DLE Rick Lyle is a 
strong blue-collar worker with great atten- 
tion to detail and very good strength. Ellis 
can play the run and is a fine pass rusher 
with sub-4.8 speed at 280 pounds. He 
could move to right end to compete with 
Ogbogu for the right to replace Anthony 
Pleasant. Shane Burton is a Lyle type but 
not as good, although Burton does have a 
knack for batting down passes. Inside, 
Jason Ferguson is the type of nose tackle 
who can be a real load and is athletic 
enough to make plays. He is big, 
powerful and a little mean but 
needs to have his butt kicked by 
a coach to keep him focused and 
motivated. Ernie Logan is a good No. 
2 man inside, but Jason Wiltz has the 
upside to replace him and perhaps even 
challenge Ferguson. 


LINEBACKERS = This is the heart of the 
Jets’ defense, and that should come as no 
surprise, since Parcells always built around 
his linebackers when he was a head coach. 
In 1998, Mo Lewis was the best strong- 
side linebacker in football and the best 
player on the Jets’ defense. Last year he 
really fell off but still was pretty good. 
Lewis always had great explosion with his 
hands, which allowed him to control and 
shed blocks, but last year neither his hands 


WKS! 
WASH, |_DEN. 


nor feet were as quick. It should be noted 
that Lewis is on the wrong side of 30. The 
Jets’ problem on the weak side is that both 
James Farrior and Roman Phifer are true 4- 
3 “Will” “backers playing in a 3-4. Both 
have too much invested in them to not be 
every-down players, yet neither makes 
enough big plays in a 3-4 scheme. Both are 
very active and athletic, Phifer has a lot 
more skins on his wall, but Farrior was the 
Jets’ highest draft pick after Keyshawn 
Johnson was taken first overall in *96. 
Inside, Marvin Jones finally lived up to 
expectations over the second half of last 
year, when he played at a Pro Bowl level 
and his head finally seemed to catch up 
with his body. Bryan Cox and Dwayne 
Gordon generally share the other 
ILB job. Cox found new life under 

a> Belichick and Parcells but can be 
very tough for most coaches to 
control. Gordon is very good if he 
plays 40 percent or 50 percent of the 
minutes and does not have to start all year. 
As a full-time starter, he gets exposed. 
Abraham will be used as a pass rusher. 
With his 4.5 speed and high-reyving motor, 
he could be a dandy, if he can learn to use 
his hands as Lewis did for so many years. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS « Belichick spent al- 
most three years trying to make Marcus 
Coleman into a corner, and just before 
midseason the light finally seemed to go 
on for him. Over the second half of last 
year, he played as well as any corner in the 
AFC. Coleman is the type of big, athletic 
cornerback everyone wants these days. 
However, without Belichick all over him, 
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Score 20-27 | 21-19 


Total net yards 


“17 


Bushing yards _| 
Passing yards 


o\8 


| Rushing plays | 


[wa a 7 


you have to wonder whether Coleman will 
remain focused or drift back into being a 
big-play/bad-play guy who has way too 
many concentration lapses. After playing 
at a Pro Bowl level in 1997 and "98, 
superquick Aaron Glenn really tailed off 
last year, though the Jets feel injuries were 
to blame. Glenn is only about 5-8 but 
is a superior, Darrell Green-type 
athlete with rare closing quick- 
ness when he is healthy. Ray 
Mickens, a poor man’s Glenn, is an 
excellent nickel corner. But when Otis 

Smith got hurt last year and Mickens was 
asked to start, he completely fell apart and 
lost his confidence. Inside, Victor Green is 
a very physical, big-hitting safety with 
straight-line speed who thinks he is an All- 
Pro but is really just average because he 
makes too many mistakes and gives up too 
many big plays. Omar Stoutmire is a 
decent third safety, but you are in trouble if 
he is your starter. 


John Hall has as strong a leg as anyone. 
He can boom kickoffs and make 55-yard 
field goals, but the Jets worry about him on 
the 35- and 45-yard kicks. Tupa made the 
Pro Bowl after coming over from the Pat- 
riots. He is an all-around athlete who can 
run and pass as well as punt. Chris Hayes 

earns his keep as a tremendous spe- 

cial-teams player. If Leon Johnson 

can come all the way back, he 

will be the team’s main return man. 

Otherwise, Coles and Glenn are 

home-run threats on kickoffs, while 
Ward is really shaky with the punts. 


GRADE 


Sa | 2e4s | pa2o} zear} sest| 16 
200] 379 | 


{ot | __-47 | 
| 202 | 


Sacks allowed 


=f 


Had intercepted 


ai 


Fumbles tost 


Yards penalized 


Punts 


Time of poss. 
{Total nel yards _ 
Rushing yards 


Passing yards 


Rush lays 
Sacks allowed 
Had intercepted 


| Fumbles lost 


{Yards penalized | 
Punts 


Lucas 
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59-0 
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INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS * 

een 
38-131-0 | 91-149-1 


$-23-1 
23-64-0 


Mirer 


23-128-0 | 26-123-0 
6-14-14 


7-41-0 


Parmalee 


See a 31-95-1| 184 
346-0 2(-2)-0| 214-0 
ra Gate 1418-0| 4160) 3-140 


2-8-0 


Lucas 


18-31 ie 
153-2 


ar 


16-20-0 | 12-22-0 
142-0 102-0 


31-48-0 


22-38-0 } 20-34-1 


2A4-4 230-2 220-2 


97-311 
227-1 


|Mirer 17-28-2 


12-18-0 
422-1 


L 242-2 
Testaverde 


i 
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EDEN 
1-90 1-7-0 


2-49-0 
2-7-1 


0-1-0 
0-0 


[tee of et 14-0| |  8-66-2| 


247-4 


3-47-0 
1-4-0 | 
1-1-0 
1-1-0 


8-98-1 


1-23-0 
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4-84-1 
* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, ae gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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TEAM DIRECTORY 


P. ——— ee 
New York Jets ee NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. EXP. COLLEGE 
| 1000 Fulton Avenue ® 94 Abraham, John LB 6-4 250 R South Carolina 
idl ic York 11550 = 20 Anderson, Richie _ FB 6-2 230 8 Penn State 16/15 
Official Website: www.newyorkjets.com 2 84 Baxter, Fred TE 6-3 265 8 Auburn i 14/8 
Stadium: Giants Stadium ;, 88 Becht, Anthony TE 6-5 267 R_ West Virginia 
Capacity: 79,466 = 97 Boose, Dorlan __DE 6-5 292 3 Washington State 12/0 
Playing surface: Grass - 70 Bristol, Mark OT 6-6 300 FR Mansfield 
Al Groh 1899 record; 8-8; Fifth in AFC East ® _98 Burton, Shane DT-DE 6-6 305 5 Tennessee 15/0 
Owner: Woody Johnson; President: Steve Gutman ~ 65 Byrd, Anthony OT 6-5 295 R Louisville 
Director-football operations: Bill Parcells; Director-player personnel: Dick Haley; m _80 Chrebet, Wayne WR 5-10 188 6 Hofstra 14/44 
Director-pro player development: Mike Tannenbaum - 81 Coleman, Fred WR 6-1 190 1 Washington 0/0 
Head coach: Al Groh m= 42 Coleman, Marcus cB 6-2 210 5 Texas Tech 16/10 
per sig enolate aes aheek Dogar las te ei a Ltd = 87 Coles, Laveranues WR 5-11 188 Florida State 
deherive ine! Dan Boreinas seenaka pt daa tation cks; Pat Hodgson, offensive. 01 COX Bryan _ LB 6-4 250 +10 Western Illinois 12/11 
asst. for planning and research; John Lott, strength and conditioning; Bill Muir, offensive ™ 36 Crutchfield, Buddy CB 6-0 196 _3 North Carolina Central__4/0 
line; Mike Nolan, defensive coordinator, William Roberts, offensive line asst; Dan Rocco, @ 53 Dailey, Casey _LB 6-3 249 3 Northwestern 6/0 
defensive quality control asst.-linebackers/special teams, Mike Sweatman, special teams, ~ 92 Ellis, Shaun DE 6-5 280 RA Tennessee 
CE ON aaa: a TN Se DE ce 69 Fabini, Jason T 67 312 3 Cincinnati 9/9 
= 45 Farmer, Mait WR 6-0 190 R Airforce = 
& 25 Farmer, Robert AB 5-11 217 2 NoteDame __ 13/0 
- 58. Farrior, James LB 6-2 244 4 Virginia 16/4 
87 Coles* 8 72 Ferguson, Jason OT 6-3 305 4 Georgia 9/9 
OLT 69 FABINI 74 Jenkins @ 47 Frost, Scott s 6-3 219 3 Nebraska 14/0 
OLG 71 JENKINS 70 Lovatne ~ 73 Gill, Brian DE 6-3 282 R McNeese State 
. m 67 Gisler, Mike C-G 6-4 300 8 Houston 16/0 
GBS Mamne 65: Machalio. _ B7.Gisier = “31 Glenn, Aaron CB-KR 5-9 185 7 Texas A&M 16/16 
ORG 77 THOMAS 63 Machado @ 54 Gordon, Dwayne LB 6-1 245 8 New Hampshire 16/4 
ORT 74 YOUNG 75 Rafferty _ = = 21 Green, Vicor +S 5-11 210 8 Akron 16/16 
TE 88 BECHT* 84 Baxter 82 Spence S 9 Hall, John PK 6-3 228 4 Wisconsin 16/0 
WR 80 87 Coles* 86 W. Hayes” _ 83 Stone - 30 Hayes, Chris $s 6-0 206 4 Washington State 15/0 
QB 16 TESTAVERDE 6 Lucas 10 Pennington’ s 86 Hayes, Windreli WR 5-11 204 R USC 
RB 28 MARTIN 32 Johnson 34 Parmalee 25 R. Farmer = > Husson, a oS oe an See we 
FUSS BEEN 1 52 Cowell Bo Be Spence 5 32 Johnson, Lacn AG-KA 6-0 218 4 North Carolina 1/0 
Ce 5S Jones, Marvin [B62 250 8 _‘Florida State 16/16 
DLE 95 LWLE 98 Burton 97 Boose ®@ 44 Kubiak, Jim OB 6-2 211 1 Navy o/o 
NT 72 FERGUSON 91 Wiltz 93 Logan - & 48 Ledyard, Courtney LB 62 259 1 Michigan State 0/0 
DRE 92 ELLIS* 99 Ogbogu 94 Abraham” S 35 Lee, Dei cE 5-10 187 2 McNeese State 4/0 
LOLB 57 LEWIS 94 Abraham” _53 Dailey ~ 2U Lewis, Mo 15 6-3. 258 10 Georgia : 16/16 
LILB 51 GOX 54 Gordon 50 Syvrud a - e Logan, Emie ele Be 290 9 East Carolina 14/6 
RILB 55 54 Gordon = 62 Lotysz, Greg : CT 6-6 318 1 North Dakota 0/0 
——— — ®& 79 Loverne, David OG 62 299 2 San Jose State 0/0 
ROLB 58 FARRIOR 56 Phifer 94 Abraham’ a 6 Lucas, Ray G8 63 214 4 Rutgers 9/9 
LCB 31 GLENN 45 Smith 35 Lee 36 Crutchfield 95 “Lyie, Rick DE-DT €-5 200 7 Missouri 16/16 
RCB 42 COLEMAN 24 Mickens 27 Scott* w 68 Machado, J.P. os $4 300 2 Illinois 5/0 
LS 21 GREEN 30 C.Hayes _27 Scott* tm _28 Martin, Curis RB Et] 210 6 Pittsburgh 16/16 
RS 26 STOUTMIRE 23 Willams 47 Frost © 58 Mawes, Kevin Cc 64 305 7 Louisiana State 16/16 
SPECIALISTS ees De oe 274 Minne ote 
P 7 TUPA Gi 24 hilcKens, Ray CB-KR 5-6 i864 5 Texas A&M 16/5 
$$ ———— 7 Morsiend, yoke TE 6-3 227 R Western Michigan 
PK 9 HALL : : @ 49 Woses, Kelvin ib 60 234 R Wake Forest 
H__7 TUPA 47 Frost = 5 43, Naccara, Brent L861 245. -R Maine 
PR 32 JOHNSON 89 Ward 4 60 O'Sullivan, Bsnnis __C 63 29) 1 Tulane 0/0 
KR 87 COLES* = 32 Johnson | — __—-&__89 Cgacgu, Eric DE 34 285 3 Maryland 14/0 
KC 60 O'SULLIVAN 68 Mawae iy 34 Parrnalee, Surnie AB 5-1; 210 9 Ball State 16/0 
* Rookie © 10 Fenningion, Chad GS-53 229 Marshall 
: i8 Peterson, Cory Wi 5-2 195 FR _ Mississippi 
w _56 Phifer, Roman LS &2 248 10 UCLA _ 16/12 
| © 64 Pilon, Jeff OF 65 300 R Syracuse 
All times Eastern arent refers ony Jats a “75 Raiferiy, lan OT 5-5 300 2 NorthCarolinaState 5/0 
DATE OPPONENT TIME ME DOTE GPP G 29 Sanders, Vaughn RE 5-11 270 R Hofstra = 
Sept.3atGreenBay ——4:15p.m. | Sept. 12 New England — (3 5) "28-30. ® 27 Scott, Tony CB «5-10 193 R_ North Carolina State = 
Sept. 11_New England 9pm. | Sept19 AtBuifaio (#4) S17 ® §1 Seals, Richard oT 63 316 R Utah _ 
Sepl. 17 Buffalo 1pm. Sept. 26 Washington (1) 20-27 @ 52 Short, Keith c 5-2 285 R Virginia Tec Tech 
Sept.24 atTampaBay 4:15pm. | Oct3 AtDenver (45.5) 21-19 @ 45 Smith, Oiis CE 5-11 195 11 Missouri A 
Oct.1 Open aa | Oct. 11 Jackson jille 3) 616 ~ 33 Sowell, Jerald FR 60 245 4 Tulane 16/0 =a 
Oct. 8 Pittsburgh 1pm. | Oct. 17 Indianapolis (+3) 13-16 & 82 Spence, Blake et 64) 248 | 53 Otegon” = 
Oct.15 atNew England 4:05 p.m. Oct.24 AtOakind (47) 20-24 2 aioe. Owight WR-KR 0 195. 14 Middle Tennessee State 16/0 
Oct.23. Miami 9pm Oct.31 BYE - toutmire, Omar Ss 5-11 198 4 Fresno State 12/5 
Oct. 29. _at Buffalo Taipan) | Neve? Atzoma, 2 CB). ET eee eee Lies LB ee 210 “Putpers 
Nov.5 Denver 4:15pm. | Nov.15 AtNewEngiand (+6) 24-17 & Boe Spurs, 1, [B63 255 2 Jamestown (Md) i8 
- —— | — nn & IG Testaverde, Vinny OB 6-5 235 14 Miami (Fla.) Al 
Nov. 12 at indianapolis 8:20 p.m. | Nov.21 Buffalo (2.5) 17-7 3 77 Thomas, Randy OG 84 301 2 Mississippi State 16/16 
Nov. 19 at Miami 4:15 p.m Nov. 28 At Indianapolis G7) 613 § —7 Tupa, Tom P-OQB 64 225 12 Ohio State 76/0 
Nov.26)_ Chicago 1 em, Dec. 5 At NewYork Giants (:3)_ 28-41 B® 89 Ward, Dedric WR-PR 5-9 184 4 Northern lowa 16/5 
Dec. 3 _ Indianapolis 415p.m. | Dec.12 Miami _ (+3) 28-20 © 85 Wiggins, Jermaine FB 62 255 1 Georgia 0/0 
Dec. 10 _at Oakland B:20p.m. | Dec.19 At Dallas (+5.5) 22-21 § 23 Williams, Kevin DB 60 190 3 Oklahoma State 4/0 
Dec. 17 Detroit 1pm. Dec. 27 At Miami (+3.5) 38-31 - 91 Wiltz, Jason DT 6-4 300 2 Nebraska 12/1 
Dec. 24 at Baltimore 1pm. Jan.2 Seattle (#1.5) 19-9 - 74 Young, Ryan OT 6-5 320 2 Kansas State 15/7 
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NEW ENGLAND 


hen Bill Parcells left the Patriots 
(1) after the '96 season, they were a 
W@W young Super Bowl team with a 
bright future. Now they are clearly a 
team in deep trouble. Although the 
Patriots got enough extra picks for Par- 
— cal and RB Curtis 

~\, Martin to have 

= : almost double drafts 
eK = year after year, the 
"talent level has fallen 
erematicall and their salary-cap situa- 
tion is a mess. Poor judgment by the 


front office and coaching staff has 
come close to destroying the organiza- 
tion. 

Last season's offensive line, which 
could not open any holes for the run- 
ning game and almost got QB Drew 
Bledsoe killed, was the most overpaid 
unit in the history of football, forcing the 
team to let three starters go. The two 
returning vets, Max Lane and Todd 
Rucci, will continue to get paid as solid 
starters, but they are marginal at best. 
s It should be noted that they got big 


PHOTO BY SPORTS PICTURE NETWORK 


DREW] ts: 


money because the staff told owner 
Robert Kraft they were solid, red-chip 
players when their contracts came up. 

First-, second-, and third-round draft 
picks such as Chris Canty, Tebucky 
Jones, Rod Rutledge, Chris Floyd, 
Chris Carter and Tony Simmons were 
huge mistakes, made because the 
team overvalued workouts and workout 
numbers and lost sight of the fact that 
the biggest thing is how an athlete 
plays football and competes. 

Kraft knew that the Patriots would be | 
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in the pits again this season if they con- 
tinued on the course they Were on, so 
he hired Bill Belichick at the expense of 
a 2000 first-round pick to try and save 
his sinking ship. 


Offense 

At midseason the Patriots were 6-2, and 
Bledsoe was playing at a Pro Bowl level 
with a 13-4 TD-interception ratio, and he 
appeared to have arrived as a premier quar- 
terback. That’s when Belichick and the Jets 
came to town and exposed all the weak- 
nesses in the Patriots’ offense for all future 
opponents to see. From that point on, New 
England was 2-6, never scoring more than 
20 points in a game. In the second half of 
the season, Bledsoe had a 6-17 TD-INT 
ratio and looked like a shell-shocked rook- 
ie much of the time. Offensive coordinator 
Charlie Weis’ biggest job will be to rebuild 
Bledsoe’s confidence and undo all the dam- 
age Belichick did last year. 


QUARTERBACKS = Bledsoe has great size, 
a great arm, a good release and is known as 
a quick study. His leadership and toughness 
were questioned until he led his teammates 
to two dramatic, come-from-behind, must- 
win victories vs. the Dolphins and Bills at 
the end of the °98 season while playing 
with a broken right index finger. The 
knocks on Bledsoe have always been his 
lack of mobility and ability to handle the 
blitz. Last season’s meltdown was in part 
triggered by the fact that Belichick found a 
flaw in the Patriots’ offensive scheme that 
left Bledsoe exposed and asked him to get 
rid of the ball quicker than he was able to. 
John Friesz is a career backup who is very 
smart and throws a nice ball. But he makes 
Bledsoe look mobile and does not have a 
very strong arm. Young Michael Bishop 
has a cannon arm and excellent running 
and scrambling ability and is every- 
thing Bledsoe is not. He is a 
cocky, unstructured, schoolyard 
quarterback who is at his best when 
the set play breaks down. Rookie Tom 
Brady is a lot like Friesz in that he is not 
very mobile but is a nice passer. 


RUNNING BACKS «= First, the Patriots 
accepted first- and third-round draft picks 
and let Curtis Martin go to the Jets. Then, 
they spent a ’98 first-rounder to draft Robert 
Edwards, who had a somewhat up-and- 
down rookie season in which he rushed for 
1,115 yards but tended to run hot and cold. 
But Edwards suffered a devastating knee 
injury playing touch football on a Hawaiian 
beach in pre-Pro Bowl festivities. The 

biggest problem remains the nerve damage 
he suffered. Last season the Patriots 
featured an over-the-hill Terry Allen 
fr complemented by rookie Kevin 
Faulk, until Faulk broke his ankle. 
Over the offseason, the Patriots 
brought in Raymont Harris, who was not 
in the NFL in ’99, to compete for the start- 
ing job. They also drafted J.R. Redmond, In 
the past, Harris, a powerful, slashing, north- 


PFW PROJECTIONS 


Simmons has potential, not produ 
Pats would prefer Brown be their No. 3 WR, _ 


Bledsoe returns to form and leads the Pat- 
rlots back to the plesefins 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


TE Eric Bjornson, RB Raymont Harris, CB 
Antonio Langham, OT Grant Williams 


RB Terry Allen, OT Bruce Armstrong, TE 
Ben Coates, OG Heath Inwin, CB Steve 
israel, WR Shawn Jefferson, LB Marty 
Moore, OT Zefrass Moss, DE Chris Sullivan 


6/199 QB Tom Brady Michigan 
6/201__DT David Nugent: Purdue 


7/226 DE Casey Tisdale _ New Mexico 
7/239 RB Patrick Pass Georgia 


FIVE-YEAR HISTORY 


south runner, has been an effective heavy- 
duty back when healthy. Redmond has the 
moves, hands and athleticism to be a starter 
but lasted until the third round after a poor 
workout and some medical questions about 
his kidneys. The Patriots are comfortable his 
kidneys will not be a major problem. Faulk 
is best suited to be a third-down back. He is 
quick and nifty with good speed and hands 
but must improve his blitz pickup. FB Tony 
Carter can be a pretty good complementary 
back, as he showed in *98, but he seemed to 
tail off last season. Floyd was drafted to be 
the fullback, but thus far he has not stepped 
up, and he has missed a lot of time with 
injuries. 


RECEIVERS = The Patriots need a tight end 


to replace Ben Coates. They drafted Rut- 
ledge in the second round in '98 to be that 
player, but thus far he has been a major dis- 
appointment. Despite his fine size, he is just 
an OK blocker, and as a receiver he leaves a 
great deal to be desired. Former Cowboy 
Eric Bjornson can catch a lot of balls in this 
offense as a pass-catching H-back, but he is 
not going to be a line-of-scrimmage fight 
end at his size. Outside, Terry Glenn can be 
as good as any receiver in football if he has 
structure in his life and is focused. Last sea- 
son he got off to a fabulous start, then 
seemed to drift away into his own little 
world and wound up antagonizing most of 
his teammates and getting suspended. 
Glenn plays quick and fast, has marvelous 
ball skills and is an excellent runner with 
the bal]. He caught 37 passes in the first five 
games in ‘99 but just 32 over the rest of the 
season. With Shawn Jefferson gone to 
Atlanta, it is time for Simmons to step up. 
Simmons, a 98 second-rounder, has 
tremendous size and speed but was only a 
part-time player in college while excelling 
on the Big 10 track circuit. He showed 
some promise as a rookie in 98 but seemed 
to regress last season after he dropped a 
couple of passes. Now he must prove that 
he is not just a workout warrior and that he 
has both the physical and mental toughness 
to play in the NFL. Troy Brown is an excel- 
lent, little slot/third receiver who is more 
quick than fast and is very tough, 
nifty and shifty. Aaron Bailey is in 
the Brown mold and could have a 
comeback year after being out of 
the league in *99. Vincent Brisby has 
enough size, good hands and skills, but he 
lacks top speed and is basically a third or 
fourth receiver who can make some plays 
but is not going to frighten a defense. 


OFFENSIVE LINE » The line’s bookends in 
*99 were declining, older OTs Bruce Arm- 
strong and Zefross Moss, who were greatly 
overpriced. That is why the team had to let 
them go. If Armstrong were to agree to an 
incentive-laden pact, he could still return 
and help at left tackle. Right now, the Patri- 
ots’ tackles are Lane, who Jacks power and 
explosion and has been nothing more than 
a fair guard; unproven Ed Ellis, who is still 
in the long-term-project mold; and Grant 
Williams, who wound up starting for the 
Seahawks last season but was not overly 
impressive. Williams is a huge, young right 
tackle who signed for a very low base 
salary and could get a lot better as he 
matures, despite the fact that he is not very 
quick-footed. Rookies Adrian Klemm and 
Greg Robinson-Randall are very green but 
talented. Klemm needs to get stronger but 
has great feet and is very athletic. He 
could become a Brad Hopkins-type 
» left tackle if he can learn to handle 
the power rush. Robinson-Ran- 
dall impressed the Patriots when he 
went against Courtney Brown last sea- 
son. Lane is less of a liability at guard 
than he would be at left tackle. Rucci has 
too much stiffness to be anything more than 
average. Both Lane and Rucci are paid as if 
they are solid starters, and it would cost the 
team to let them go. As a rookie, huge C 
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Damien Woody showed a world of poten- 
tial, He is very athletic and competed better 
for the Patriots than he did at Boston Col- 
lege, but he still loses his focus at times and 
is a bit lazy. 


Defense 

This is Belichick’s baby. Look for the 
Patriots to line up both in 3-4 and 4-3 sets 
and to give opposing offenses all sorts of 
looks, Nobody has better schemes or makes 
changes on the run as well as Belichick. 


DEFENSIVE LINE » Look for the aging 
Henry Thomas and Chad Eaton to share time 
on the nose in Belichick’s scheme. Thomas 
may still be effective if the Patriots limit his 
snaps, Eaton had what appeared to be a 
breakthrough season in ’98 but then seemed 
to regress badly last season, when he fell in 
love with being a radio personality and good 
quote for the media, Brandon Mitchell has 
the tools to become an outstanding DE-DT 
type, but thus far he has been a tease. With 
his speed, power and explosion, he could 
still come on with the right coach, but to date 

he has not been good enough. Last season 

Willie McGinest finally stayed healthy 
y>, and had a team-high nine sacks. If he 
» works hard and stays on the field, 
» he has the tools to be an elite 
\_/ pass-rushing end. This is former 
~ Eagles first-round pick Jon Harris’ last 

chance. He has the size Belichick likes. 
When Harris was coming out of Virginia, 
Belichick thought it would take him at least 
three years to develop. 


LINEBACKERS » Ted Johnson missed the 


end of the '98 season after tearing a pec- 
toral muscle, then missed the first 11 games 
in '99 after tearing a biceps muscle. When 
healthy, he is what you want in a middle 
linebacker: big. mobile, tough, strong and 
instinctive with a high-revving motor and 
the ability to stuff ballcarriers back into the 
hole. Outside, Chris Slade is no longer the 
pass rusher he once was, and he has never 
stood out against the run, but he can still be 
effective as a strong-side "backer and pass 
rusher in Belichick’s defense. Tedy 
Bruschi, who starts on the weak side, has 
some limitations as an athlete but is a real 
football player in the throwback sense, and 
Belichick knows how to use him effective- 
ly. With Johnson out, 99 first-round pick 
Andy Katzenmoyer got to start the first 11 
games at middle "backer before moving 
outside. The “Big Kat” had some very 
good moments and solid games, but 
after missing a tackle near the 
Sideline in the second Buffalo 
game, he seemed to revert to playing 
the way he played his last season at 
Ohio State, which is not good enough. 
Katzenmoyer has superstar weight-room 
numbers and can run very fast in a straight 
line, but his functional football strength and 
explosion are not very good. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS = Ty Law had a great 
year at cornerback in ’98 but got a little 
sloppy about his techniques in ’99. Still, he 
must be considered an upper-echelon play- 
er. After Law, Tebucky Jones is a workout 
warrior with rare size, speed and jumping 
and agility-drill numbers, but he is not a 
reactionary athlete and is therefore too 


foal 
TEAM STATISTH 


slow to react to what he is seeing to adjust 
in time. Kato Serwanga could be a decent 
third corner with his good ball skills. He 
wound up starting at the end of last season. 
J'Juan Cherry, on whom the Patriots may 
have wasted a fourth-round pick in the ’99 
supplemental draft, did nothing but tick off 
his teammates with his attitude as a rookie. 
That is part of the reason he was dismissed 
from his college team. If he does not get 
his act together quickly, he will be his- 
tory. Lawyer Milloy is as good and 
physical as any strong safety in 
the league and will now be paid 
accordingly. Milloy always was great 
against the run, and now he is learning 
about coverage. Chris Carter could not 
replace Willie Clay at free safety. Carter 
missed tackles and was slow reacting. Tony 
George is a better hitter and tackler than 
Carter but was just so-so as a rookie. 


After going 6-of-6 on game-winning 
field-goal attempts in his first three-plus 
seasons, Adam Vinatieri missed a potential 
game-winner vs. Kansas City and seemed 
to lose a lot of confidence. Up until that 
point, he was a very solid but not great kick- 

er. P Lee Johnson is no Tom Tupa. Brown 
and Bailey can do a very nice job of 
returning kicks and punts if you just 

forget they don’t run fast because 

they have quickness, instincts, 

vision and guts. The kick-coverage 

units have fallen off, in part because | 
leader Larry Whigham started to read his 
press clippings and Jet them go to his head. 


= __WK1| _WK2/_WK3/ so WK4/  WKS|  WK6] WK7) WKS) WK10] WK11 WK15| WK 16 
f —WY.d. | IND. | ONLY.G.) CLEV.| KC. MIA.| DEN. | ARIZ.| —_NLY.J. BUFF. 
Score ——s| = 90-28 | 31-28| 16-44) 19-7] 14-46] 30-31 27-3] 17-24 
Totalnetyards | 396/400 | 290! ast | —378| esa | 386 | 

Rushing yards | 70| ‘108 87 90 | 62] 46 | 142) 
[Passing yards | 326 292 |" 223 361 316 213 92 244 | 
Rushing plays | __27 27. 2of 35 19] 14 2a] 4a} 2 | 425 
Sacks allowed _ 3 eer ! 4| 3| 2 4 i 5 { 56 
Had intercepted | 1{  ——iO ol 0} 2| 1] o| of { 21 ESSshE 2. 0! ST 
Fumbleslost. | 1. 4 2) VETS Zire | of 0] 0 4} Oo) 0] 3 41 _s “42 
[Yards penatized | —43| ——*135 25 | 59 35 45 4 36 | 45 | 50] for! 20 45 25 | 59 | B12 
Punts 4 4 6 3 7 | 4 6 8 

Time of poss. Bi 0: A : : i E ‘ 138 | 1 M i 2 27:08 z : E 
HTotalnat yards | 363 | 34a | asa | aso | azo | siz | aaa | te6 | sat | a7! eg | 203 | a7] es | 7a] 3] 808 
Rushing yards | __106 | ii a er eae 122|___133 | 76 is8/ 117] S92] S| S—=«it09 114] 168! 119 A795. 
Passing yards | 257 | 223 | 201 180 | 189 | 195 | 309 | 90. 153 | 110/207} 140/178 181| 206) 194] 3013 
Rushing plays | 24 | 33 26 | 20 | 42 | 32 27 19 43 | 3635] 23] 25) 37] at 23 486 
[Sacks allowed | __4 0 1} 4{ 2] 9| 3 al o| 2a 3 1{_ 0 7 ome 42 
|Had intercepted | | 2! i) _od} 1 2 Oo) 2 2} oO} 0} oO oO! 2] o} 2} 16 
Fumbles lost | —'t'| “21 oO} 7 1 0 0 oO; 0] 2] ral 0! ed 3 21 15 
| Yards penalized 40 10 99. 70 30 26 | 85 | » 

3 5 5 5 
Allen | 15-54-1 |_15-74-0| 20-60-41 | 21-88-11] 11-53-0] 10-19-0| 17-106-2| 21-88-0| 14960] 15421] 1547-0] 18531] 12230] 1431-0] 27-1261] 13-260] 254.896-8 | 
Bledsoe T 1-4-0) 37-0] 30-0) 4-(1)-0/ 2-4-0] 1-6-0] 3-(-2)-0 [3250/1410] 260] 7100) 4180| 270) 3260! 30-0] 42-101-0' 
Faulk 110-17-0| 5-9-0 [320]  230/ 5241] 17420) 27-0] 561-0] 7-220) 9360] 2-4-0 i 2 [earza7-t 
ae a Pa SE | 1 eee | 510-0} 
[H.Shaw | | tl | 1 1 i JE | 460|  5-17-0 9-23-0 | 
T. Carter =r 210-0 160] 260) =o: iz _[_522-0] 
‘Warren |_| teal 4-70; e160] 260) 1-180] 21-10 1i7-0| | 250[ 170] 2420] 9220 16-0] 37-126-0 
a : PASSING ** = = = | 
Bledsoe 21-301 | 27-45-0] 20-28-0| 29-43-0] 2345-2] 17-36-1] 13220] 14-220] 1536-3] 15345] 1824-1] 14252) Gi-44-1] 23404] 1021-0] 1525-1] g05-599-21 | 
iz 340-1| _299-4| 233-0| 393-1] 334-2) 225-1) 214.0! 276-4] 170-2] 201-1| 205-1 | 1760| 379-1 331-0] —101-0| 108-4 20818 
RECENVING 

| Alien [7-50] 2-8-1 1-0-0 150] 28607 218-0 138-0] 150] 180] 2-14-0 | 14-125-1 
Brisby 5) a as Be [368-0] 1-270] 241-0 5 _1-70| 2250) 1-90] 445-0| 1-100] 18-2660 
[Brown 2390 2:37-0 | 450-0 | 4-59-0 241-1] 326-0] 1-11-0[ 440-0) 353-0] 5-105-0/ 1-(3)-0| 5-19-0| 36-471-1 
Coates __ 351-0] 4-342 | 3-33-0 116-0|  28-0| 9-80-0| 2140] 2 2-14-0 [4-4-0 E 2 

Faulk 120! 11-0; == [pe 2214 210! sao] | 
Glenn _ | 7113-0 | 7122-0) 6-95-0| 13-2141 5-924 2-80-0 | 4-63-1 | 4-56-0| 3-39-0/ 3-69-1| 9-27-0| 9-148-0| : 
Jefferson 4.670341 | 4-950 1:92.0 | 2:95-1 $85.01 2-11-0] 93-1132] 1-110] 286-1] 3.960) 246-01 7-76-41 

Rutledge 1-9-0! 1-7-0 I 1-8-0 110-0] 1-13-0| 
[Simmons 1501| 2160] 429-0| 7-107-0| _3-49-1 | 

T.Carter | | ato) 280] 280! 2-10-0 231-0 2-8-0 | 

Warren 160] 1160] 1-120 18-0| 2250) 347-0| 221-0] 1-31 


= Doesn't include all players, ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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TEAM DIRECTORY 


Patriots 
Foxboro Stadium 


60 Washington Street 

Foxboro, Massachusetts 02035 
508/543-8200 

Oificial Website: www.patriots.com 
Stadium: Foxboro Stadium 

Capacity: 60,292 

Playing surface: Grass 

1999 record: 8-8; Fourth in AFC East 


Bill Belichick 


Owner-CEO: Robert Kraft; Exec, vice president: Jonathan Kraft 

Senlor V.P.-COO: Andy Wasynczuk 

Asst. director-player personnel: Scott Pioli; Director-college scouting: Larry Cook 
Head coach: Bill Belichick 

Assistant coaches: Jeff Davidson, asst. offensive line, |van Fears, wide receivers, Eric 
Mangini, defensive backs; Randy Melvin, defensive line; Markus Paul, asst. strength and 
conditioning, Dick Rehbein, quarterbacks, Rob Ryan, linebackers, Dante Scarnecchia, asst. 
head coactvotfensive line, Brad Seely, special teams, Dwayne Walker, defensive asst; 
Charlie Weis, offensive coordinator/running backs, Mike Woicik, strength and conditioning. 


WR 80 81 Simmons _ 82 Brisby 


OLT 70 MLEMM* 66 Ellis 
OLG 68 LANE 63 Scott 

C 65 wooby 67 Andersen 
ORG 71 63 Scott 


ORT 76 6. WRLIAMS 64 Fletcher 77 Robinson-Randall* 
TE 83 RUTLEDGE 86 Bjornson 84 Stachelski* 


WR_ 88 GLENN 80 Brown 82 Brisby 85 Morey 
QB 11 BLEDSOE 17 Friesz 7 Bishop 12 Brady* 
RB 21 REDMOND* 28 R. Harris 33 Faulk 

F-b 86 BIORNSON 84 Stachelski* 37 Floyd 30 T. Carter# 


DLE 98 MITCHELL 94 Spires 
NT THOMAS 90 Eaton 93 Marriott* 92 Nugent* 
_DRE 55 McGiINEST = 74 J. Harris 
LOLB 53 SLADE 46 Beck* 


LILB 58 KATZENMOYER 50 Munch 96 Megna 45 Smith" 
RILB 52 1. JOMNSON 50 Munch 96 Megna 


ROLB 54 BRUSCHI 99 Tisdale” 
_LCB 24 LAW 34 Jones 32 Cherry 
RCB 43 LANGHAM 34 Jones 
SS 36 MILLOY 25 Whigham 
FS 41 GEORGE 42 C. Carter 
| _ P_10 L. JOHNSON 
PK _ 4 VINATIERI 
_H_ 10 L. JOHNSON 17 Friesz 
_PR 80 T. BROWN 81 Simmons 18 Bailey 
KR 33 FAULK 80 Brown 18 Bailey 
__KC 63 SeorT 67 Andersen 


" Rookie; # status undetermined at presstime 


2000 SCHEDULE | 1999 F 


All times Easton Pointspread refers to New England 
DATE OPPONENT TIME DATE OPPONENT SPREAD SCORE 
Sept.3 Tampa Bay 1pm. Sept. 12 At New York Jets (+8.5) 30-28 
Sept. 11_ at N.Y. Jets Spm. Sept. 19 Indianapolis (-3.5) 31-28 
Sept. 17 Minnesota 4:15 p.m. Sept. 26 New York Giants (6) 16-14 
Sept. 24 at Miami 1 p.m. Oct.3 At Cleveland (12.5) 19-7 
Oct.1 at Denver 4:05 p.m. Oct.10 At Kansas City (+3) 14-16 
Oct8 Indianapolis tpm. | Oct.17 Miami (-3) 30-31 
Oct. 15 _ N.Y. Jets 05pm. | Ooi24" Denver CSSA 
Oct.22 2 aidenme tpm, | Oct.31_ AtArizona (-3) 27-3 
Nov.7 BYE 

ie Oped Nov. 15 New York Jets (-6) 17-24 
aad 1pm. | Nov.21_ At Miami (935) 17-27 
ree 1RM. | Nov. 28 At Buffalo (44.5) _ 7-17 
Nov.19 Cincinnati 1 p.m, Dec.5 Dallas (25) 136 
Nov. 23 at Detroit 12:30 p.m. Dec. 12 At Indianapolis G7) 15-20 
Dec 4__ Kansas City 9pm. | Dec.19 AtPhiladelphia (4.5) 9-24 
Dec, 10 at Chicago 1pm. Dec. 26 Butfalo G3) 10-13” 
Dec. 17 _at Buffalo 1 p.m. Jan.2 Baltimore (+2.5) 20-3 
Dec, 24 Miami 1pm. * Overtime 


a ; 
= _ ca) C eee 
Hi 
_ 67 Andersen, Jason Cc 6-6 295 3 Brigham Young 11/0 
mw 72 Anderson, Maurice DE 6-3 290 FA Virginia 
_- 18 Bailey, Aaron WR 5-10 185 5 Louisville o/0 
= 2 Beadles, Terrance OG 6-3 315 A Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
5 _7 Bishop, Michael QB 6-2 217 2 Kansas State 0/0 \oem 
= 86 Bjornson, Eric TE 6-4 236 6 Washington 16/5 
_ 11 Bledsoe, Drew QB 6-5 233 8 Washington State 16/16 
= 12 Brady, Tom QB 6-4 211. R Michigan 
2 82 _Brisby, Vincent WR 6-3 193 8 Louisiana-Monroe 12/1 
= 80 Brown, Troy WA 5-10 190 68 Marshall 13/1 
= 54 Bruschi, Te OLB 6-1 245 5 Arizona 14/14 
= 16 Bumgardner, Matt WR 6-1 195 R Texas A&M 
m= _42 Carter, Chris FS 6-2" 209 4 Texas 15/15 
- 30 Carter, Tony FB 6-0 232 7 Minnesota 16/14 
m 32 Cherry, J'Juan CB 5-11 200 2 Arizona State o/0 
~ 74 Davis, Adam OG 6-4 310 RAR Oklahoma State 
w 19 Davis, Shockmain WR 6-0 201 a Angelo State 
& -90 Eaton, Chad OT 6-5 300 4 Washington State 16/16 
m 47 Edwards, Robert RB 5-11. 218 2 Georgia o/o 
= _46 Eitzmann, Chris TE 6-5 280 A Harvard 

"= 66 Ellis, Ed OT 6-7. 330 4 Buffalo 4 
= 48 Eskridge, John LB 6-2 225 R Southwest Missouri St. 

S 33 Faulk, Kevin RB 5-8 197 2 Louisiana State 11/2 

® _64 Fletcher, Derrick OT 66 348 2 Baylor 0/0 

@ 37 Floyd, Chris FB 6-2. 235 3 Michigan 13/0 

" 17 _Friesz, John QB 6-4 223 11 Idaho 1/0 

= 69 Gatrell, Rob OG 6-5 300 AF Fresno State 

m _41 George, Tony Ss 5-11 200 2 Florida 16/1 

= 26 Gilliard, Cory Ss 6-0 210 2 Ball State 0/0 

a _88 Glenn, Terry WR 5-11 185 5 Ohio State 14/13 

4 91 Grimes, Reggis DE 6-4 300 R Alabama 

se 74 Harris, Jon DE 6-7 300 3 Virginia 0/0 

~d 28 Harris, Raymont RB 6-0 230 5 Ohio State o/o 

ew _3 Holleman, Chad PK 5-11. 200 RA Georgia 

~ 38 Howell, Evan CB 5-11 186 RA Oklahoma State 

ws 60 Johnson, Garrett DT 6-3 294 1 Illinois 0/0 

= 10 Johnson, Lee P 6-2 200 16 Brigham Young ‘ei 

m@ 52 Johnson, Ted LB 6-4 250 6 Colorado 

= _34 Jones, Tebucky_ CB. 62 6219 3 Syracuse TLE 

m™ 59 Katzenmoyer, Andy LB 6-3. 255 2 Ohio State 16/11 

2 _5 Kibble, Jason PK 5-10 195 R Virginia Tech 

~ 70 Klemm, Adrian OT 6-3 308 R_ Hawaii 

= _68 Lane, Max OG 6-6 320 7 Navy 16/6 

. 43 Langham, Antonio cB 6-0 184 7 Alabama 11/9 

mw _24 Law, Ty cB 5-11. 200 6 Michigan 13/13 

. 22 Malveaux, Kelly DOB 5-9 176 1 Arizona 0/0 

se 93 Marriott, Jeff OL 6-4 310 R_ Missouri 

~ 55 McGinest, Willie DE 6-5 265 7 USC 16/16 

mw 96 Megna, Marc LB 6-2 245 1 Richmond 0/0 

& _36 Milloy, Lawyer SS 6-0 208 5 Washington 16/16 

m= 98 Mitchell, Brandon OT 6-3 289 4 Texas A&M 16/16 

= _85 Morey, Sean WR 5-11_ 190 14 Brown 2/0 

m= 50 Munch, John LB 6-1 246 2 Illinois Wesleyan 0/0 

= 92 Nugent, David DL 64 303 R Purdue 

= 35 Pass, Patrick RB 5-10 208 R Georgia 

= _60 Paxton, Lonnie LS 6-2 280 R_ Sacramento State 

B 75 Pospisil, Scott DE 6-2 280 R lowa 

= _21 Redmond, JR. RB 5-11 216 R_ Arizona State 

~: 43 Rideau, Rodney Ss 5-10 193  R Oklahoma 

a _77 Robinson-Randall, Greg OT 6-5 339 R Michigan State 

71_ Rucci, Todd OG 6-5 296 8 Penn State 16/15 
83 Rutledge, Rod TE 6-5 262 3 Alabama {6/2 
97 Scarlett, Noel DT 6-3 320 1 Langston 0/0 

= 63 Scott, Lance C-OG 6-3 295 6 Utah 0/0 

§ _31 Serwanga, Kato DB 6-0 198 2 California 16/3 

m@ 44 Shaw, Harold FB 6-0 228 3 Southern Mississippi _8/0 

~ 14 Shaw, WR 6-2. 190 R New Mexico State 

m _81 Simmons, Tony WR 6-1 206 3 Wisconsin 15/1 

49 Simpson, Barrin LB 5-11 226 __-R_ Mississippi State 

m 53 Slade, Chris OLB 6-5 245 = 8 Virginia 16/16 

= _45 Smith, Jamel LB 6-1 245 = R._ Virginia Tech 

m 94 Spires, Greg DE 6-1 265 3 Florida State 11/0 

= 84 Stachelski, Dave TE 6-3 250 A Boise State 

@ 48 Tardio, Robert TE 6-5 245 1 Boston College 0/0 

= 49 Taylor, Kerry TE 6-2 252 1 Massachusetts 0/0 

= 95 Thomas, Henry DOT 6-2 277 14 Louisiana State 16/16 

= _99 Tisdale, Casey DE-LB 6-4 258 R New Mexico 

= 58 Tuitele, Maugaula LB 6-2 260 R Colorado State 

= _72 Tujague, Ryan OT 6-5 293 R Washington State 

~ 4 Vinatieri, Adam PK 6-0 200 5 South Dakota State 16/0 

w@ 25 Whigham, Larry ss 6-2. 205 7 Louisiana-Monroe 16/0 

+ 76 Williams, Grant OT 6-7 323 _5 Louisiana Tech 16/15 

= 15 Williams, Martinez WR 5-11 170 R New Mexico 

= _27 Woods, Mike cB 5-9 189 R Oklahoma 

= 65 Woody, Damien c 6-3 319 2 Boston College 16/16 
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JACKSONVILLE 


hanks in large part to owner Wayne 
Weaver, all-powerful head coach 
Tom Coughlin and a very solid sup- 
porting cast, the Jaguars have been far 
and away the most successful expan- 
sion team in NFL history. In five sea- 
— sons, the team has 
\, made the playoffs 
8) four times. They won 
J AFC Central titles the 
" past two seasons and 
had the best regular-season record in 
football in 1999. 
The Jaguars were 14-2 during the ’99 


is 


Aen a 


regular season, with both losses coming 
to Tennessee. They had the best point 
differential in the AFC (396-217), gave 
up the fewest points of any NFL team 
and had seven Pro Bowl players. They 
were especially dominant in the second 
halves of games, outscoring their oppo- 
nents 226-92. But, after destroying the 
Dolphins 62-7 in an AFC divisional play- 
off, Jacksonville lost to Tennessee for 
the third time in the season and the sec- 
ond time in ALLTEL Stadium, where the 
Jaguars have a 28-4 regular-season 
mark since '96. Now people are starting 


to question the heart, character and 
makeup of this team. It should be noted 
the same thing happened to the Cow- 
boys and Raiders before they won their 
first Super Bowls. 


Offense 

The Jaguars led the NFL in rushing 
offense in °99, were seventh in total 
offense and only turned the ball over 18 
times. Even when starting QB Mark 
Brunell was out, the team did not miss a 
beat, with the since-departed Jay Fiedler at 
quarterback. One thing was missing: a true 
home-run hitter who could line up in the 
slot and provide a climax dimension. The 
Jaguars feel they found their man in first- 
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round WR R. Jay Soward. 
QUARTERBACKS « The biggest knock on 


Brunell is that he has not won the big one. 
Because of knee injuries, Brunell, who has 
many of Steve Young's traits, has become 
much more of a pocket passer the past two 
seasons, and that has taken something 
away from his overall game. Brunell is 
often compared to Young and is a very 
good quarterback, but he is not quite as 
accurate as Young, who has uncanny accu- 
racy and timing. And while Brunell is a 
very good runner who can scramble, he is 
not the kind of runner or scrambler Young 
was in his younger days when he was mak- 
ing 50-yard, Gale Sayers-esque runs. It 
seems that whenever Brunell goes down, 
Coughlin is able to help whoever fills in 
play well, with Fiedler as last season’s sur- 
prise star. Now that Fiedler is gone, the 
backups are Jonathan Quinn, a ‘98 third- 
round pick who started two games late 
fe in his rookie season, and Jamie Mar- 
= tin, who had a previous stint with 
edi) ‘Ge the team. Quinn has great size, a 
= very strong arm and 4.7-second 
i speed in the 40, but he lacks a real 
feel for the passing game and is slow set- 
ting up, is not very nifty and tends to hold 
on to the ball too long. Martin has a quick 
arm and mind but lacks arm strength. 


RUNNING BACKS » When healthy, Fred 
Taylor is as good as any back in the game. 
Taylor has a beautiful blend of run skills 
and vision, power, balance, agility and 
speed. But in '99, he missed almost half 
the season with injuries. When he was rel- 
atively healthy as a rookie in "98, he 
rushed for 1,223 yards and 14 TDs, aver- 
aged 4.6 yards per carry and caught 44 
passes, three for TDs: Last season his aver- 
age per carry was almost the same, but he 
played less than half of the offensive snaps 
and ran for 732 yards and six TDs. Taylor’s 
average per carry (4.6) was almost a full 
yard better than that of James Stewart, who 
rushed for 931 yards. Stewart is now in 

Detroit, and Tavian Banks, more of a 
em speedy, change-of-pace, third-down 
= back who needs to improve his 
mt! ae blocking and inside running, is 
= coming off a major knee injury. 
Thus, either undrafted free-agent find 

Stacey Mack or journeyman Chris 
Howard will back up Taylor. Daimon Shel- 
ton, an oversized college tailback, has 
developed into a solid blocking fullback. 


RECEIVERS » In the past four seasons, 
Jimmy Smith has caught 359 passes for 
5,386 yards, and last season he caught a 
career-best 116 balls for 1,636 yards. Smith 
is a big receiver with speed and an extra 
gear that allows him to get by defensive 
backs or forces them to give him a lot of 
cushion. He also is very tough to jam at the 
line and is a good runner after the catch and 
a blocker. The two knocks on him are that 
he does not have great natural hands and 
will drop a few, and that he does not score 
many touchdowns for the amount of catch- 
es and yards he has. Only 25 of his 359 
receptions oyer the past four years have 


PFW PROJECTIONS 


{s strong against the run but could still 
_ improve in pass coverage. | 


OLG: 

ANTHONY CESARIO vs. BRAD MEESTER 
Provided the Jaguars don’t re-sign Ben 

Coleman, second-round pick Meester will 

battle second-year pro Cesario. 


Figure out how to beat their rival team, the 
Titans, and finally make it to the Super Bowl. 


Titans continue to have Jaguars’ number, 
and Jacksonville begins to go into 4 decline. 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 
QB Jamie Martin, LB Hardy Nickerson 


~ QB Jay Fiedler, RB James Stewart, CB 
Dave Thomas, OL Rich Tyiski 


FIVE-VEAR HISTORY 
3 2 = 


gone for TDs, Keenan McCardell is still a 
very good possession receiver who is more 
quick than fast. He runs superb routes and 
has quickness into and out of his breaks. 
Like Smith, he will block. Age could 
become a concern because both receivers 
are older than 30, and none of the holdover 
backups have developed as Coughlin hoped 
they would, Reggie Barlow has had a lot 
more success as a return man than as a third 
receiver and does not have great speed or 
explosiveness. Alvis Whitted can run as 
fast as anyone on the team and stretch the 
defense, but he still looks like a track man 
playing football. Soward has rare speed and 
acceleration and could be another Cliff 
Branch or Mel Gray if Coughlin can get 
him to focus and go along with the pro- 
gram. The big knock on Soward has always 
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been that he marches to the beat of a differ- 
ent drummer, which is why many experts 
were surprised when Coughlin, a tough, 
my-way-or-the-highway type, drafted him. 
At tight end, there are times when ex-Jet 
Kyle Brady blocks like a third tackle. But 
his reputation for not handling pressure 
well and making his worst plays with 
. the most at stake remains intact 
=» after he fumbled the ball away 

twice in the AFC championship 
game loss to the Titans. Damon Jones 
has All-Pro talent but is a career under- 
achiever. You can’t count on him to show 
up in shape and to be ready to play. 


OFFENSIVE LINE « Tony Boselli has been 
the best tackle in football the past few 
years, but the huge left tackle is coming off 
major knee surgery. He was injured in the 
regular-season finale, so he has not had that 
much time to rehab. When healthy, Boselli 
dominates in the run game and is a very 
good pass blocker with an excellent feel for 
angles and position. When he went down, 
OLG Ben Coleman moved outside and held 
his own. Coleman is athletic but is not near- 
ly as physical or intense as the Jaguars 
would like, and that really shows up at 
times when he is playing guard. At 
presstime he was an unrestricted free agent. 
ORT Leon Searcy went to the Pro Bow] and 
is a very good player most of the time, but 
some scouts rated him as only the third-best 
right tackle in the AFC Central last season 
behind Tennessee’s Jon Runyan (now with 
Philadelphia) and Cincinnati's Willie 
Anderson. Searcy is very tough and strong, 
will play hurt and generally has his worst 
games when he is gutting it out and taking 
one for the team. He uses unorthodox tech- 
niques that sometimes hurt him. At right 
guard, Zach Wiegert remains a much better 
workout athlete than football player. He 
does not play to his so-called athletic abili- 

ty or weight-room numbers and thinks he 
is a lot better and tougher than he real- 

ly is. If the Jaguars re-sign Cole- 
} man, rookie Brad Meester could 
Y take Wiegert’s job. If not, Meester 
will probably replace Coleman at left 
guard. C John Wade is a pretty good ath- 
lete who needs to get stronger. Meester, a 
college center, could also challenge him. 
Huge rookie Joey Chustz will be groomed 
behind the starting tackles. He may have to 
play right away if Coleman doesn’t re-sign 
and Boselli is not ready to start the season. 
This grade includes Boselli. 


Defense 

In 1998, the Jaguars were 25th in the 
NFL in total defense. The biggest addition 
in ‘99 was not a player but new defensive 
coordinator Dom Capers. Using the zone- 
blitz scheme of the former Panthers head 
coach, the Jaguars gave up the fewest points 
in the NFL and were ranked fourth in total 
yards allowed. They almost doubled their 
sack total, going from 30 to 57, and made a 
lot more big plays and big stops. 


DEFENSIVE LINE = After two disappoint- 


ing seasons in which he was slowed by 
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injuries, DRE Tony Brackens had a break- 
through °99 season, recording 12 sacks, 
forcing eight fumbles, picking off two 
passes and showing he could play effec- 
tively with a little pain. But Brackens was 
playing for a new contract last season, and 
he has the reputation of being a player who 
takes plays, and at times even games, off. 
He is a speed rusher with a very good first 
Step and burst off the edge. DLE Renaldo 
Wynn is sort of a DT-DE tweener who will 
give you an honest day’s work but will not 
get a lot of sacks and will get hurt a lot. 
Veteran Joel Smeenge plays a lot on pass- 
ing downs and is a very savvy pass rusher, 
but when he must play full-time he gets 
overpowered and banged around against 
the run. DT Gary Walker, formerly of Ten- 
nessee, played at a Pro Bowl level 
through most of the season and had 
a career-high 10 sacks. Walker 
has dominating strength and the 
quickness to rush the passer. Seth 
Payne is a tough, smart, powerful 

effort player with average ability. Larry 
Smith has great, great tools and could be 
special if he grows up and shows he will 
pay the price. 


LINEBACKERS » There are some people 
who feel Kevin Hardy was the best outside 
linebacker in football in *99. He really fit 
into Capers’ defense, playing on the weak 
side and getting to blitz a lot. The result 
was a team-high 153 tackles, 10% sacks 
and his first trip to the Pro Bowl. Hardy 
was a candidate for Defensive Player of the 
Year until he suffered a bad neck stinger 
against the Browns in Week 15. Signing 


= MLB Hardy Nickerson upgrades the 
Jaguars in multiple ways. Although he 
tends to run through blocks a lot more and 
does not take on plays as often or well as 
he once did, he is still one of the better 
middle 'backers in the game and is a great 
leader. Plus, getting him allows the Jaguars 
to shift Lonnie Marts to the strong side, 
where Bryce Paup was not the answer. 
Marts is better suited to play there than in 
the middle. Age could be a concern, 
since Nickerson will be 35 when 
the season begins and Marts 
turns 32 in November, but neither 
showed signs of slowing last season. 
In fact, Marts played his best football 
in years. Rookie T.J. Slaughter is a huge 
hitter who will be groomed behind Nicker- 
son while he earns his keep rattling heads 
on special teams. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS = Last year’s first- 
round pick, Fernando Bryant, was just 
what the Jaguars hoped he would be: a 
legitimate cover corner who was quick 
and feisty and had very smooth move- 
ments that let him turn and run with most 
speed receivers, even though he does not 
have Darrell Green-type speed and is a 
smaller corner. RCB Aaron Beasley had a 
career year, starting every game, picking 
off a team-high six passes and returning 
them for 200 yards and two TDs. Beasley 
is a bigger corner with terrific ball skills 
that help him compensate for the fact that 
he is really not fast enough according to 
the stopwatch. Ex-Steeler Carnell Lake 
was a leader at free safety, helped Capers 
put in the defense and played well. But 


TEAM STATISTICS 


Lake did not pick off a pass all year, SS 
Donoyin Darius was an extra linebacker 
against the run and had some receivers 
hearing footsteps. But even though 
he picked off four passes, he 
often struggled against the pass, 
and he had a tendency to overreact 
to run fakes. Depth is a concern in 

this area. All four starters started every 
game in °99, 


Special teams 
PK Mike Hollis has made 133-of-163 
field-goal attempts in his five seasons as a 
Jaguar, He was 31-of-38 on field goals and 
perfect on extra points in °99, He also has 
great playoff stats and can make the 50-to- 
54-yard kicks, but he is not a good kickoff 
man, and you never feel like he is really 
money in the bank come crunch time. P 
Bryan Barker is not going to lead the 
league in gross average, but he will have an 
excellent net average and really help his 
team by placing a lot of kicks inside the 20. 
Barlow has superb stats as a return man, 
even though he just has average speed, 
because he knows how to read his blocks 
and Jacksonville sets up returns so well. 
Soward has the great speed and home-run 
potential Barlow lacks and could be 
s dynamite with the Jaguars’ block- 
ing, provided he doesn’t drive 
special-teams coach Frank 
Gansz crazy with his love of free- 
lancing. Kickoffs and kickoff coverage 
were concerns last season, which may be 
why Coughlin replaced special-teams 
coach Larry Pasquale with Gansz. 


WK 9 | 15) WK16|  WKA7 
ATL. DEN.| CLEV.| TEN. Cin. 
27-24 | 24-14| 14-41 24-7 
265 442| 237 440 5586 | 
60 163 161] ‘181 65 135 2091 
328 | 298 104 261 172 305 | _—_ 3495 
33 ' _25'| 34 32 33 18 36 514 
o| 3| 3] See a 1 4 2 36 
Had intercepted oO 0 | | 11 2 ol 0 1 3 0 i 
Fumbles lost 0 0 a 1 1 0 1 0 1 7 
Yards penalized 55 40 50 98 | 20 | 57 | 29 | 49 755 
Punts 4 4 2 5 | 7 3 6 2 78 
Time of poss 27:36 32:08 | 23:54 32:25 I: 
Total nel yards 243 339 | 235 358 | 
113 42[_ 106 | 81 3 90 
130 140 54 233 199 172. 268 1 
28 1 24! 29] 22 15 27 
4 9 4, 2| 3 a] 1 6| 
ol 2) 3 oO} 1] 1 Q 2 
3 1 at 1] 0} 2 o| } 
24 en] 29 | 42 | 39 76 | 83 
4 6 9 4) 5 6 6 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS * 
2-(-2)-0] _8-43-0 E 6420] 1-120 | I T =i 
2-120] 6-20-0 28-0] 2110| 270/ i100) S270) 450/ 3100] 580 47-208-1 
24-74-0| 5-270 15-126-1 | 27-124-0 | 7-12-0 9-74-1 | 26-136-1 
Fie 2.(-2)-0 i [3270] 1-0-0] 2-(-2)-0 24-2)-0 | 13-26-0 
Howard 39-0] 3-7-0 le 19-55-0 
J. Stewart 4-15-1 | 27-126-2 | 25-98-0| 21-73-0| 26-96-1| 23-58-1| 10-322  241-0/ 1825-0| 16-87-2| 20-46-1 | 30-1454 | 18-79-2 249-931-413 0 
Mack [ | 6-27-0 113-0 7-40-0 | 
, = PASSING ** 0) 
Brunell 22-30-0 | 2032-0] 2242-3] 1025-1] 21-35-0] 1219-0] 1119-0] 1427-0] 20-29-0] 19-30-1] 27-47-2| 25-370] 11-250 259-441-9 = 
265-1 |  214-0| 232-4 a5-1|  215-0| 109-0] 145-2| 203-3) 178-0| 351-2| 336-2] 308-1) 115-0 3060-14 0 
=] | Fiedler 0-1-0 12140| 6290) 570 2-2-0 61-94-2 
L 0-0 1731] 69-0] 35-0] 21-0 | e562! | {| | 
RECEIVING 
Banks [1-6-0 3260] 5400] 2500] 1-5-0 2 ee I | 4137-0 2 
Barlow 2-41-0| 4-1-0 133-0 119-0] 420-0) 4-7-0] 2300] 4410 | 4310] 2180 16-202-0 
213-0 | 3-22-0} _2-12-0 | 5-42-0|  2-21-1| 2-290) 4-11-0| 2-17-0| 1-30-0| -4-65-0 | 3-320 | 3-32-00 32-346-1 hy 
1-4-1 | 4-31-0 1-10-0 | 110/191) 200) 2204 | 118-0) 426-0! 721-0 2:20-0| 1-19-0 | 19-221-4 a 
3 2-(-7)-0 | 13-0] 254-0] 1-3-0 = | [ 1-18-0 | _4-(-1)-0 5 
j 6-139-0 | 10-115-0 2-0] 6-620] 6-89-1| 4-7-1 | 7-520] 9-200-1 | 10-192-1 | 10-1241 | 5-55-.0 4-104-0 | 14-165-0 |_116-1636-6 w 
h 1-11-0 241-0) 3-42-0| 7-(2)-0 26-0) 5-530| 3-100 | 14-1)-0 21-108-0 
McCardall B-78-0| 2-22-0 4-60-0| 7-76-0| 1-23-14] 962-1 | 418-0) 2190| 8-1021| 51130] 213-0 222-0 | 5-108-1 | _78-801-5 & 
Shelton 1-6-0 2-14-0 | 1-11-0 4-5-0 i [s90[ 4-7-0 12-87-0 & 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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TEAM DIRECTORY 


904/633-6000 


Capacity: 73,000 
Playing surface: Grass 
Tom Coughlin 


Jacksonville Jaguars 
One ALLTEL Stadium Place 
Jacksonville, Florida 32202 


Official Website: www.jaguars.com 
Stadium: ALLTEL Stadium 


1999 record: 14-2; First in AFC Central 


Chairman-CEO: Wayne Weaver; Senior V.P.-football operations: Michael Huyghue; 
Director-player personnel: Rick Reiprish; Director-pro scouting: Fran Foley; Director- 


college scouting: Gene Smith 
Head coach: Tom Coughlin 
Assistant coaches: John Bonamego, asst. 


special teams, Dom Capers, defensive coor- 


dinator, John McNulty, wide receivers; Perry Fewell, secondary, Greg Finnegan, asst. 
strength and conditioning, Frank Gansz, special teams, Fred Hoaglin, tight ends; Jerald 
Ingram, running backs; Lane Kiffin, defensive quality control, Mike Maser, offensive line; 
Garrick McGee, offensive quality control, Jerry Palmieri, strength and conditioning, John 
Pease, defensive line, Bob Petrino, quarterbacks, Lucious Selmon, outside linebackers; 


Steve Szabo, inside linebackers. 


WR_ 82 1. SMITH 
OLT 71 BOSELLI 
OLG 63 MEESTER* 


84 Barlow 
76 Chustz* 
79 Cesario 


86 Whitted 


C 66 WADE 65 Neujahr 


ORG 7) WIEGERT 


ORT 72 SEARCY 67 Ingram 


63 Meester* 


78 Fordham 


TE 80 BRADY 88 Jones 


WR 87 McCARDELL 81 Soward* 


QB 8 BRUNE 
RB 28 TAYLOR 
FB 31 SHELTON 


12 Quinn 
24 Howard 
34 Mack 


DLE 97 WYNN 94 L. Smith 


85 Griffith 
83 Jackson 
10 Martin 
33 Stith* 


74 White 


OLT 96 WALNER 94 L. Smith 61 Leroy 


DRT 91 PAYNE 94 L. Smith 


DRE 90 BRACKENS 99Smeenge. 75 Curry 


SLB 58 MARTS 52 r 


MLB 56 53 Slaughter* 


WLB_ 51 HARDY 52 r 
LCB 25 BRYANT 29 Craft 
RCB 21 BEASLEY 32 Logan 
SS 20 DARUS 32 Logan 
FS 37 LAME 26 Stewart 
SPECIALISTS 
P_ 4 BARKER 
PK 1 HOLLIS 
H 4 BARKER 
PR_ 81 SOWARD* 84 Barlow 
KR 84 BARLOW 


41 K. Thomas* 
29 Craft 


81 Soward* 


KC 85 GRIFATH 65 Neujahr 
* Rookie 


All times Eastern 
OPPONENT 
at Cleveland 
at Baltimore 
Cincinnati 

at Indianapolis 
Pittsburgh 
Baltimore 

at Tennessee 
Washington 

at Dallas 
Open 

Seattle 

at Pittsburgh 
Tennessee 
Cleveland 
Arizona 

at Cincinnati 
at N.Y, Giants 


DATE 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept, 25 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 16 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov, 12 
Nov, 19 
Nov. 26 
Dec. 3 


refers to Jacksonville _ 


DATE OPPONENT SPREAD SCORE 


Sept. 12 San Francisco (6) 41-3 


Sept. 19 At Carolina (-9.5) 22-20 
Sept. 26 Tennessee (-9.5) 19-20 


Oct.3 At Pittsburgh (-3) 17-3 
Oct.11 At New York Jets (-3) 16-6 
Oct.17 Cleveland (-17.5) 24-7 
Oct.24 BYE 

Oct. 31 At Cincinnati (-12.5) 41-10 
Nov.7 At Atlanta (6) 30-7 
Nov. 14 Baltimore (-12.5) 6-3 
Nov. 21 New Orleans (-12.5) 41-23 
Nov. 28 At Baltimore (-7) 30-23 
Dec.2 Pittsburgh -10.5) 20-6 
Dec. 13 Denver (-9.5) 27-24 
Dec. 19 At Cleveland (-14) 24-14 
Dec. 26 At Tennessee (-3.5) 14-41 
Jan.2 Cincinnati (10) 24-7 


POSTSEASON 
Jan.15 Miami 
Jan. 23 Tennesses 


(-7.5) 62-7 
(7) 1433 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. EXP. COLLEGE GP/ 


69 Baniewicz, Mark OT 6-6 303 RA Syracuse 


22 Banks, Tavian RB 
4 Barker, B P 
84 Barlow, le WR 
89 Battle, James WR 


FB 
oT 


40 Bollers, Trevor 
71 Boselli, Tony 


5-10 208 
6-2 
6-0 186 
6-2 200 


260 
319 


3 lowa 


199 11 Santa Clara 


5 Alabama State 
1_Oregon State 


232 


257 


274 
216 


Penn State 
Washington 


174 


Alabama 


238 


Arizona 


311 


Colorado State 


Christenson, Brandon TE 


188 


Tennessee Tech 


249 


Di roi) |) e/a} a) a) 


NW Oklahoma State 


oT 
LB 


42 Collins, Leroy 
29 Craft, Jason 


6-7 304 
230 


ne 


R_ Louisiana Tech 
R_ illinois 


7 7 


1 Louisville 


Wl 


2 Colorado State 


75 Curry, Eric 

20 Darius, Donovin 
70 Feugill, John 
78 Fordham, Todd 
85. Griffith, Rich 
51_ Hardy, Kevin 

1 Hollis, Mike 

24 Howard, Chris 
67 Ingram, Steve 
83 Jackson, Lenzie 
88 Jones, Damon 


308 RA Maryland 


cl 


, 


8 Alabama 
3_ Syracuse 


5 


n 
, 


Fi 
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Florida State 
Arizona 
Illinois 


ai 


60 Kempfert, David 
37 Lake, Carnell 


é 


Idaho 


Arizona State _ 


Southern Illinois 
Montana 


UCLA 


93 Landolt, Kevin 


61 Leroy, Emarlos 
27 Lethridge, Zebbie 


58 Marts, Lonnie SLB 


237 
6-2 206 


West Virginia 1/0 


4 West Virginia 
2 Temple 
6 Weber State 


6-2 246 11 Tulane 


87 McCardell, Keenan WR 
38 McElmurry, Blaine Ss 
63 Meester, Brad 


6-1 
6-0 


185 
192 


92 Meier, Rob DE 


65 Neujahr, Quentin Cc 6-4 294 6 Kansas State 
MLB 6-2 236 14 California 


56 Nickerson, Hardy 


6-5 282 


9 Nevada-Las Vegas 16/15 
2 Montana 16/0 


OG 6-3 298 FR Northern lowa 


R_ Washington State 
16/0 


0/0 


Olson, Erik $s 
SLB 
OT 


ne, Seth 


6-1 215 


R._ Colorado State 


6-5 250 11 Northern lowa 


6-4 289 


4 Cornell 


36 Peoples, Kevin Ss 6-2. 210 1 N. Carolina Central 0/0 


12 Quinn, Jonathan QB 


6-6 240 


3 Middle Tennessee State 0/0 


98 Reilly, Ryan DT 6-2 306 R Arizona State 


13 Robinson, Roderick OB 
72 , Leon OT 
31 Shelton, Daimon FB 


6-2 230 
64 315 


1 Arkansas-Pine Bluff 0/0 
9 Miami (Fla.) 16/16 


6-0 254 


4 Sacramento State 16/9 


53 Slaughter, T.J. MLB 6-0 247 R_ Southern Mississippi 


99 Smeenge, Joel DE 


265 11 


Western Michigan 15/7 


19 Smith, Emanuel WR 


82 Smith, Jimmy WR 


219 
200 


Arkansas 
Jackson State 


94 Smith, Larry DT 
59 Southward, Brandon LB 


81 Soward, RA. Ja’ WR 


282 


Florida State 


249 
177 


Colorado 
USC 


26 Stewart, Rayna Ss 5-10 198 


33 Stith, Shyrone RB 
50 Storz, Eric LB 


5-7 203 
6-2 240 


Northern Arizona 


Virginia Tech 


Boston College 


73 Streater, Rahmaan DE 


57 Terry, Corey LB 


6-5 263 


6-3 246 


|r|) an} D)|nojo|D 


Richmond 


2 Tennessee 


64 Thomas, Eric Cc 


6-3 282 


R.Florida State 


41 Thomas, Kiwaukee CB 


5-11 186 


R_ Georgia Southern 


18 Twyner, Gunnard WR 5-10 183 2 Western Illinois 


66 Wade, John Cc 
46 Waerig, John TE 


6-5 294 
6-2 254 


6-3 285 


3_ Marshall 
A_ Maryland 


1 Southern U. 


68 Young, Donnie OG 


6-0 186 


64 312 


3 North Carolina State 14/1 


16/12 


1 Florida 
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TENNESSEE 


fter three 8-8 seasons without much 

luck or fan support or a home-field 

advantage, the Titans got all three 
things last season. The result was a trip 
to the Super Bowl, with Tennessee finish- 
ing less than a yard away from having a 
chance to tie the game as 


time expired. The 
\ Titans went 4-1 
}} against the NFL's two 
J) best teams, the 
= Rams and the 
Jaguars, with the close 
Super Bowl loss as the only blemish on 
their record in those games. 
However, the Titans were not just 
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= good in 1999 — they also were lucky. 
= After finding almost every way to lose at 
= the end of games for three years, they 
became a team that kept pulling games 
out at the end. Although not every game 
ended in the sensational fashion that the 
playoff win over the Bills did, the ball 
generally bounced Tennessee's way. The 
Titans were 5-1 in regular-season games 
decided by three points or less, winning 
those five games by a total of 11 points. 
There were other factors in the stand- 
out season as well. Tennessee's new 
home, Adelphia Coliseum, gave the 
Titans one of the best home-field advan- 
tages in the NFL. They were 8-0 at 


home. New team president Jeff Diamond 
did things with class and made an awful 
lot of campers happy. And in all the key 
but somewhat hidden statistical areas 
(including turnover ratio, sacks, sacks 
yielded and time of possession), the 
Titans had very positive numbers. Still, 
the team finished the regular season 
13th in total offense, 17th in total 
defense, last in kickoff-return average 
and 18th in punt-return average. The 
Titans could just as easily have gone 8-8 
as 13-3, and QB Steve McNair did not 
make the progress the team hoped he 
would as a passer. 

One could overlook all those factors if 
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not for one ominous sign: In Diamond's 
first year under owner Bud Adams, the 
Titans did things in a first-class manner, 
as Adams tried to win over the public in 
Tennessee. But after the season, when 
Diamond and GM Floyd Reese asked to 
add more scouts to the second-smallest 
and the oldest scouting staff in the NFL, 
Adams’ response appeared to be that the 
team had gone to the Super Bowl and 
had drafted very well (Eddie George, 
Jevon Kearse, etc.) with the staff in place, 
so why were more scouts necessary? 


Offense 


Les Steckel never could develop McNair 
as a quarterback and was not always on the 
same wavelength as head coach Jeff Fish- 
er. Thus, when Steckel went to interview 
with the Buccaneers after the season, Fish- 
er advised him to take that job and hired 
highly regarded Broncos WR coach Mike 
Heimerdinger to replace him as offensive 
coordinator. 


QUARTERBACKS = The team played well 
when MeNair was out after having back 
surgery, going 4-1 with Neil O’Donnell at 
the helm, but McNair is the key to the 
offense. He is a great competitor and a 
supertough individual who runs like a full- 
back and makes things happen. What he 
needs to learn is proper drop-back tech- 
niques so that he can throw with accuracy 
from the pocket, but if anything, he has 
regressed in that area. O'Donnell is a solid, 

veteran quarterback who is effective with 
a strong running threat such as George 
but is not very effective if he must 

carry the load himself. While 
MeNair can make things happen 
on his own and has a magical quality 
about him, O’ Donnell is only as good as 
the people around him and is not a real 
leader type. He is very competitive and fits 
in well in a low-key atmosphere where he 
is not expected to be a savior. 


RUNNING BACKS « In his first three NFL 
seasons, George rushed for a total of 4,061 
yards and never rushed for fewer than 1,294 
yards in a season, but his production really 
fell off in the second halves of both the ’97 
and *98 seasons. Last season he seemed to 
get stronger as the season went on. He fin- 
ished the regular season with 1,304 rushing 
yards and also caught a career-high 47 pass- 
es. Lorenzo Neal is an overrated but still 
good blocking fullback, People go over- 

board because he blows people up at 

times, but he is not that consistent, 

= and his judgment is not always 

that good. As a receiver, he catches 

the ball OK but is generally off-bal- 

ance after the catch. Rodney Thomas is 

an adequate backup to George but may haye 
too high of a price tag. 


RECIEVERS = Frank Wycheck is an excel- 
lent H-back/move tight end who catches 
the ball extremely well, finds the open 
spots in the zone, works the underneath 
areas very well, is a good runner after the 


GRAD E 


PFW PROJECTIONS 


Se 


= 


( _JEVON — ; 


cB DONALD MITCHELL 
Regardless of Denard Walker's suspen- 
sion, Mitchell could stick in the starting lineup. 


—— 
DONALD MITCHELL vs. DAINON SIDNEY 


Our pick is Mitchell, but the two will vie in 


training camp for Walker's starting job while 
Walker serves his two-game suspension. 


The offense becomes more diversified, and 
the pass defense becomes more eeny 


~ George tears up his knee in the Titans" pre- , 


Season game on Philadelphia's dreaded turf. 


COMINGS ail A SGINGS 


DB anthony Dorseit, Hen Jacks Rants, Ss 
Steve Jackson, OT Jon Runyan, LB Dennis 
Stallings, LB Barron Wortharn 


_3/68_ TE Erron Kinni 
3/93 ~3/93_DE Byron | Byron Friseh Brigham Youn Young. 


4/124 _S Bobby Myers Secor 
4/128 LB Peter Sirmon 


5/185 S Mortis tichean Sa Stat 
5/160 LB Frank Chamberlin Boston Cian 
6/197 DE Robaire Smith Michigan State 
7/213 RB Mike Green Houston 
7/237 OG Wes Shivers Mississippi St 


FIVE-YEAR HISTORY 


catch and throws the ball extremely well. 
King-sized rookie Erron Kinney will try to 
replace Jackie Harris as the line-of-scrim- 
mage tight end, but losing Harris could be 
a major blow unless Kinney is a lot closer 
to being ready than most scouts think. Out- 
side, Yancey Thigpen is a big-time player 
when he is healthy, but since coming to 
Tennessee he has rarely been so. This is the 
first year he has made a commitment to an 
offseason conditioning program, and 
maybe that will help him. While no burner, 
Thigpen has size, excellent hand-eye coor- 
dination and body control and the ability to 
adjust to the poorly thrown pass. As a 
rookie, Kevin Dyson looked as though he 
was lost and had no confidence. Last sea- 
son he fell in love with himself and greatly 
overrated how well he was playing. While 
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Dyson has the tools to become a standout, 
he will be just a journeyman unless he 
grows up and toughens up, learns more 
about the mental part of the game 
» and improves his pass routes. 
Chris Sanders has great deep 
speed but has not done much since 
P his outstanding rookie year and is 
often in the doghouse. Derrick Mason is 
a return man and fourth receiver. Isaac 
Byrd is skinny and is not a burner, but he 
catches the ball well. 


OFFENSIVE LINE » Losing ORT Jon Run- 
yan was a big blow. He may be the best 
right tackle in the game. Former Ram Fred 
Miller will replace Runyan. Miller can be a 
good player if he works hard and improves 
his techniques. He seemed to turn the cor- 
ner midway through the "99 season, after 
Jevon Kearse humiliated him in the first 
Titans-Rams game. OLT Brad Hopkins is 
coming off his best season and is a very 
athletic player who played as well as some 
of the tackles in the Pro Bowl. But, while 
he is maturing, he will’still have his lapses 
and must improve even more in terms of 
being mentally tough and focused. After 
17 years and 197 consecutive starts, C- 
OLG Bruce Matthews, who will be 39 
when the season starts, comes close to 
being football’s answer to Cal Ripken Jr. 
Matthews is still a good, durable blocker 
with great smarts and savvy. He no longer 
dominates, but he still generally finds a 
way to get the job done. Benji Olson is the 
inside dominator now. He played a lot bet- 
ter last season than many experts realize, 
but he still needs to refine his game. Zach 
Piller is a very powerful player in the 
Olson mold, but he does not have very 
quick feet. C Kevin Long is smart and 
finds a way to get the job done 
despite athletic and strength limi- 
® tations. Some feel Craig Page, 

who is stronger, could challenge 
Y” Long. One of this unit's greatest 
assets is coach Mike Munchak, who has 
done a remarkable job of developing the 
team’s younger linemen and has a great 
relationship with Matthews. 


Defense 


Fisher may play a variation of Buddy 
Ryan’s 46 defense, but it is now a much 
simpler version than the defense Fisher 
originally employed. The Titans’ sack and 
takeaway totals went through the roof in 
"99. The biggest reasons the defense was 
so much better were the additions of prized 
rookie Jevon Kearse, DL coach Jim Wash- 
burn and defensive quality-control aide 
Jim Schwartz. If you don’t think Schwartz 
was a key addition, consider this: Before 
making Schwartz the LB coach for this 
season, the Titans used one of their two 
supervisory tags on him. (The NFL has 
since discontinued the supervisory-tag 
designation.) 


DEFENSIVE LINE = Kearse had a greater 
impact than any defensive rookie since 
Lawrence Taylor and has the tools to be one 
of the game’s all-time greats. At 260 
pounds, Kearse runs the 40 in less than 4.5 
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seconds, vertical jumps about 40 inches, 
has the reach of an octopus and is as quick, 
fast and as athletic as those numbers make 
him sound. As a rookie, he led the AFC in 
sacks with 14/4, forced 10 fumbles (leading 
the NFL) and made the Pro Bowl as a 
starter. But he wore down and tired at the 
end of the season, and opponents started to 
develop a book on him. He has only a lim- 
ited number of moves and at times looks 
like a one-trick pony. The biggest reason he 
had so much success with the Titans after 
failing to set the world on fire in college 
was that, unlike the coaches at Florida, the 
Titans kept Kearse at one position and kept 
things simple for him. Now they are talking 
about expanding his role, which could be a 
big mistake. At the other DE spot, Henry 
Ford, a career underachiever, had his best 
season and played quite well under Wash- 
burn’s tutelage, until he got hurt late in the 
season. After the injury, Ford came back fat 
and did not play nearly as well. Kenny 
Holmes got hurt early but kept getting bet- 
ter and better as he got healthier. Inside, ex- 
Viking Jason Fisk was a lot better and more 
stout than people felt he would be. Ultra- 
quick Josh Evans was a very disruptive 
and effective tackle after returning 
from a suspension, but he is now in 

=e really hot water with the league 
and could be suspended for the 
entire 2000 season. Rookie John 
Thornton played very well as a third 
tackle and part-time starter. But if Evans is 
suspended for the season, Thornton will 
have to step up and show he has the stami- 
na to start or at least platoon with Ford, who 
could move inside with rookie Byron Frisch 
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replacing him at end. Frisch is the Titans’ 
second-fastest lineman behind Kearse. 


LINEBACKERS » Former Cowboy Randall 
Godfrey will start either in the middle or 
outside. He is fast, explosive and nasty and 
can really come off the edge if a team wants 
to rush him from there. Eddie Robinson 
never seemed to make a big play but always 
was very steady up until last season, when 
he was the Titans’ second-leading sacker 
with six and also forced four fumbles. 
Prized rookie Keith Bulluck has tremen- 
dous speed and will replace Joe Bowden in 
the equation. As good as Bulluck could 
become, letting Bowden go may prove 
to be a mistake. He was a vastly 
underrated football player. Rook- 
ies Peter Sirmon and Frank 
Chamberlain will provide quality 
depth and should be useful special- 

teams players. Although Schwartz was the 
quality-control coach last season, he also 
played a big role in coaching this unit. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS » Blaine Bishop and 
Marcus Robertson are two of the smartest 
safeties in football, and Bishop is one of the 
toughest as well. Bishop is a key cog in 
Fisher’s scheme and generally leads the 
team in tackles. However, both safeties are 
Starting to get up in years. Robertson, who is 
coming off a broken ankle, has always had a 
hard time staying healthy, and after seven 
years of pounding, Bishop could get old at 
any time. That is why the Titans drafted 
Wisconsin’s rangy Bobby Myers, a top 
high-jumper who needs to get heavier and 
stronger, and Michigan State’s hard-hitting 
Aric Morris in the middle rounds. CB 


OPPONENT CIN. 
Score 96-35 
Total nat yards 403 | 


Rushing yards | 


Samari Rolle emerged as a potential star last 
season. If he just got the street part out of his 
game and became a better technician, he 
would be an All-Pro. Denard Walker, the 
other corner, is a big, physical player who is 
effective in the bump-and-run. He will be 
suspended for the first two games of the 
2000 season under the NFL’s new anti- 
crime policy. That may give Dainon Sid- 
ney or Donald Mitchell a chance to 
steal a starting job. Sidney is very 
athletic and has deep cover speed 
and long arms, but he needs to get 
tougher. Mitchell is a short but strong 

and physical player who has a knack for 
making plays on the ball. Like Walker, he is 
a big bump-and-run guy. Sidney is the best 
of that trio in man-off coverage. 


Craig Hentrich may be the best punter 
in the game, and he is also a strong kick- 
off man. Last year he had a 38.1-yard net 
average and placed 35 punts inside the 20, 
as he often sacrificed distance for accura- 
cy. Still-reliable PK Al Del Greco is 38, 
but if he keeps kicking the way he has, he 
will continue to play until he is ready for 
the PGA Senior Tour. (He’s the NFL’s 
best golfer.) Derrick Mason was a stop- 
gap return man for most of his career, 
but toward the end of last season he 
finally seemed to take the job 
more seriously and became a 
playmaker and big-play man, Cov- 
ering kickoffs was a problem last 

year, but the three rookie linebackers and 
two freshman safeties could really help in 
that area. 


ee 
WK15|_WK16| WK17] TOTALS] 
ATL. JAX. Pit. 


30-17 41-14 


399 476 


47-36 
343. 


102 

Passing yards 334 | ior 
Rushing plays | 18 34 
Sacks allowed 2] 0 2 
Had intercepted 1 Lt] 1 
Fumbles lost a[ 1 
Yards penalized 61 7 82 
Punts 2| 6 
Time of poss. 32:06 
Total net yards 369 

rds 83 | 137 
Passing yards 197 90| _-232 
Rushing play a2 16 33 
| 

rc 

Fumbles lost| 1 1 
Yarts penalized Tr 7 79 
Punts 5 5 
= eas eee lee eee eee 
McNair 6-274 | 10-20-2 | 7-45-1| 6330] 4-5-1 1 eas 72-337-8 
O'Donnell = 18 1-(-1)-0 aaa 24-2)-0 | 
Thomas 2-1-0 1-3-0 1-9-0 ae 21-1 35-1 43-164-1 


McNair 


O'Donnell 


ae 


14-26-1 | 1836-0) 28-48-2/) 12-20-1| 15-29-0) 23-33-0 9-11-0 187-331-8 

= 149-0 179-0 288-0 114-0 216-1 291-5 107-1 2179-12 

2435-0} 12-25-2 3-5-0 3-6-0 6-12-1 116-195-5 
216-1 124-2 27-0 37-0 109-2 1382-10 


e741 | 226-0] 14-2612) 
8-89-0 
54-658-4 


232-0] 4-11-0 aH 
[1-8-0 | 
1-4-0] 5-58-41 


140 34-0 


6-50-0 4-26-0 3-37-0 47-458-4 


3-72-1 26-297-1 


3-42-0 


7-272 


2-15-0 13-0 


3-51-0 9-60-0 | 334-0 


ee ees 
419-0 a SED 5-25-0| 3-27-0| 10-87-0 | 


1-4-1 124-1 9-93-3 
ee ee 38-645-4 


ae EE ee 
| 3360] 2200] 9640] 5-80-2/ 69-641-2| 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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TEAM DIRECTORY 


‘| TUTANS ROSTER _ —— 
Titans : 
460 Great Circle Road $ _19 Arnold, Aaron WR___6-1__185__R_ Cal State-Northridge 
tty Tennessee 37228 & 23 Bishop, Blaine s 5-9 203 8 Ball State 15/15 
Offical Website: www.titansonline.com : Coed sc ST Le Sosee hee 
Stadium: Adelphia Coliseum je oe Brown, Lay Te SE ee 
Capacity: 67,000 = 53 Bulluck, Keith LB 6-3 232 RA Syracuse 
Playing surface: Grass ; = 83 Byrd, Isaac WR 6-1 188 4 Kansas 12/6 
Jet Fisher 1999 record: 13-3; Second in AFC Central ®@ 57 Chamberlin, Frank LB 6-1 250 R_ Boston College 
= _39 Clark, Kareem CB 5-10 189 Ri Arizona State 
Owner: K.S. “Bud” Adams; President-chlef operating officer: Jefi Diamond ~ 17 Coleman, Chris WR 6-0 202 RA North Carolina State 
Exec. V.P.-general manager: Floyd Reese; Director of player personnel: Rich Snead; @ 13 Daft, Kevin QB 6-1 202 2 Cal-Davis 0/0 
Director of college scouting: Glenn Cumbee = 33 Davis, Wade DB 5-11 185 A Weber State 
Head coach: Jelf Fisher s 3_Del Greco, Al PK 5-10 202 17 Auburn 16/0 
Assistant coaches: Jerry Gray, defensive backs; Mike Heimerdinger, offensive coordina- @ _87 Dyson, Kevin WR 6-1 201 3_~Utah 16/16 
tor, George Henshaw, asst. head coach/offense; Craig Johnson, offensive asst; Alan Low- ~ 91 Evans, Josh DT-DE 6-2 288 6 Alabama-Birmingham 11/10 
Stennis Sine act, carcass emeetee = teem Gig’ LB 61D Miseabol Sule 130 
Watterson, strength and rehabilitation; Ronnie Vinklarek, defensive asst.; Gregg Williams, - 2 Fak. geen a = : Stentor ene 
defensive coordinator. - a Henty RDSaS 
mw _93 Frisch, Byron DE 6-5 267 _R_Brigham Young 
z 27 George, Eddie RB 6-3 240 5 Ohio State 15/15 
= 26 George, Spencer RB 5-9 200 3 Rice 8/0 
~ 54 Glover, Phil LB 5-11 241 2 Utah 1/0 
WR_ 87 DYSON 81 Sanders = 56 Godfrey, Randall LB 6-2 245 5 Georgia 16/16 
OLT 72 HOPKINS 73 Sanderson _76 Mathews . 45 Gould, Garett FB 6-2 238 1 Michigan State 0/0 
OLG 74 MATTHEWS 69 Piller 68 Shivers* = 22 Green, Mike AB 6-0 _248_R_ Houston 
2 in, Torrie “5 275 rson-Newman 
Et a To ea ® 11 Harris, Gerald WR__5-11_ 186 _R Washington 
ORG _75 OLSON 69 Piller 68 Shivers = 49 Heiner, Jamie LB 61 236 A Northern Colorado 
ORT 71 MILLER 73 Sanderson = 15 Hentrich, Craig P63 205 7 Notre Dame 16/6 
TE 88 WYCHECK 88 Kinney* 80 Roan 84 Brown = 99 Holmes, Kenny DE 6-4 270 4 Miami (Fla.) 14/7 
WR 82 THIGPEN 85 Mason 83 Byrd = 72 Hopkins, Brad OT 63 305 8 Illinois 16/16 
QB SMcNAIR — 140'Donnell 13 Daft = 47 Hunt, Deon bE EOS AS apn 
RB 27 GEORGE 20 Thomas 29 Green* - 96 Jones, Mike DT 6-4 280 10 North Carolina State 11/3 
— m 90 Kearse, Jevon DE 6-4 265 2 Florida 16/16 
FB 41 NEAL 22 Green’ = 86 Kent, Joey WR 6-1 191 4 Tennessee 8/0 
a = 50 Killens, Tey LB 6-1-2355 Penn State 16/1 
DLE 90 KEARSE 983 Frisch” mw _88 Kinney, Erron TE 65 272 R Florida 
OLT 78 THORNTON 96 Jones 98 Smith* : o¢ Koch. Aaron OG __83_288 Fi Oregon Biale 
eT a s each, T illiam ry 
ta Ul SreRvep  __96:-Eniih; = 60 Long, Kevin Cc 65 295 3 Florida State 16/12 
DRE 99 HOLMES 92 Ford : = 85 Mason, Derrick WR 5-10 188 4 Michigan Stale 13/0 
LLB SS ROBINSON 59 Sirmon" _54 Glover = _76 Mathews, Jason OT 65 304 7 Texas A&M 3/0 
MLB 56 GODFREY 57 Chamberlain* = 74 Matthews, Bruce OG-C 6-5 305 18 USC 16/16 
RLB 53 BULLUCK* 50 Killens# 51 Favors = 38 McCullough, George CB 5-10 187 3 Baylor G/O. 
LCB 25 WALKER —_30 Mitchell = ae MeDonald. son. re Bae a Mabama 
= a emore, Brandon 6-3 205 regon 
ACB 21 ROLLE or Sianey: 38 McCullough = 9 McNair, Steve QB 62 225 6 “Alcon State 1/14 
SS 23 BISHOP _28 Morris* 35 Phenix = 71 Miller, Fred OT 67 315 5 Baylor 16/16 
FS 31 ROBERTSON 32 Myers" 36 Ware = 30 Mitchell, Donald CB 5-9 185 2 Southern Methodist _16/0 
= _28 Morris, Aric s 5-10 208 FR _ Michigan State 
P 15 HENTRICH 32 Myers, Bobby Ss 6-1 189 R Wisconsin 
PK 3 DEL @ 41 Neal, Lorenzo FB 5-11. 240 8 Fresno State 16/14 
- 14 O'Donnell, Neil QB 6-3 228 11 Maryland 8/5 
H_ 15 HENTRICH = 75 Olson, Benji OG 63 315 3 Washington 16/16 
PR 85 MASON 83 Byrd = 62 Page, Craig Cc 6-3 303 1 Georgia Tech 0/0 
KR_ 85 MASON 20 Thomas = = 35 Phenix, Perry s 5-11 210 3 Southern Mississippi 16/1 
KC 74 MATTHEWS 60 Long . 69 Piller, Zach OG 6-5 330 2 Florida 8/0 
* Rookie; # status undetermined at presstime a a Roan. Micheal — = = oe 7 re j ae 
- = (55 Robinson, Eddie LB 6-1 243 9 Alabama Stale 16/16 
2000 SCHEDULE 99 RESULTS = 21 Rolle, Samari CB 60 175 3 Florida State 16/16 
All times Eastern Pointspread refers to Tennessee = _95 Salave'a, Jos DT 6-3 290 3 Arizona 10/0 
DATE OPPONENT TIME = 81 Sanders, Chris WA 6-1 188 6 Ohio State 16/0 
Sept.3 at Buffalo 8:20 p.m, Sept. 12 Cocinnal __(-10) es . nm Sanderson, Scot oT 6-6 295 4 Washington State 3/0 
57 t. 19. Clevel =15) : i 14 
Sept i0 Kamees Cty ___tom | oh 26 a vaasondio as) S045" 8 “eg She Wes or ae 
Sept. 17 Open — | Oct.3AtSan Francisco (+1.5) 22-24 © Sear See 
Sept. 24 at Pittsburgh an Saat = Bahia iat & 37 Sidney, Dainon cB 6-0 188 3 Alabama-Birmingham 16/2 
Bo NGS Tr Oct. 17 At New Orieans (3) 2421 59 Sirmon, Peter LB 6-2 246 R Oregon 
— Oct-24 BYE © 98 Smith, Robaire DL 6-4 271 _~-R_Michigan State 
Oct.8 _at Cincinnati 1pm. | Oct 31 St.Louls G3)_24-21 = 82 Thigpen, Yancey WR__6-1__ 203-9 ~Winston-Salem State 10/10 
Oct.16 Jacksonville Spm. | Nov.7  AtMiami (+3) 0-17 § 20 Thomas, Rodney RB 5-10 210 6 Texas A&M 16/0 
Oct.22 at Baltimore 1pm. | Nov.14_ At Cincinnati (9.5) 24-14 @ 78 Thornton, John DT 6-2 295 2 West Virginia 16/3 
Oct. 30 _at Washington gpm, | Nowet Fitsburoh (ag; agar = —2 Umholtz, Tony P-PK 60 195 R_ South Florida 
Nov.5 Pittsburgh 1pm. Dec.5 At Balimore a 141 & 12 Volek, Billy QB 6-2 210 R _ Fresno State 
Nov.12 Baltimore 1 pm. Dec.9 Oakland (3) 2144 & 25 Walker, Denard CB 6-1 190 4 Louisiana State 15/14 
Nov.19 Cleveland Trt Dec. 19 Atlanta (-10) 30-17 - 77 Walker, Rod DT 6-3. 330 1 Troy (Ala.) State 0/0 
: - Dec. 26 Jacksonville (+3.5) 41-14 = 36 Ware, Brad s 6-1 205 1 Auburn 0/0 
Nov. 26 _atJacksonvilla” _4:15 p.m. | ‘an.2 At Pittsburgh (3.5) 47-36 © 18 Ware, Lenny WR 6-1 195 A Nevada-Las Vegas 
Dacia! Sat Philacelptha ae ||| ROSTREABON 4) 2246 70 Warren, Jesse DE 6-4 275 R Colorado 
Dec. 10._Cincinnati 1pm. | eS at Iedanapols Ts apa y-49-76 m= 66 White, Jason OT 65 327 A Oregon State 
Dec. 17 _at Cleveland ipm | %an.23 At Jacksonville +7) 33-14 § 42 White, Jerard FS 6-1 204 A Massachusetts 
Dec, 25 Dallas 9pm. Jan.30 Vs. St. Louis (+7) 16-23 ~ 89 Wycheck, Frank TE 6-3 250 8 Maryland 16/16 
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})} ill the real Ravens please stand up? 
7 Is it-the team that opened the ‘99 

J season 2-5, averaging just 13.6 
points and 268.4 yards per game with 
three different starting quarterbacks? Or is 
it the team that closed the season 6-3, 


~, averaging 25.4 points 
and 322.1 yards per 

) game with Tony 

J) Banks at the controls 

: * and the team that had 
the second-ranked defense in the league? 
The Ravens gave up just 4.1 yards per 
play and 263.9 yards per game while 
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sacking opposing QBs 49 times and giv- 
ing up just 76.9 rushing yards per game, 
3.1 yards per rush and not allowing a 100- 
yard rusher all season. 

Four factors will determine who the 
Ravens really are and whether they are 
ready to emerge as contenders or remain 
teases and pretenders. The first is whether 
Banks has really matured into a solid NFL 
quarterback. If so, Baltimore has a starting 
point on offense. The second is how this 
offseason will affect Ray Lewis, who may 
be the best middle linebacker in football 
and without question is the best player on 
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a very talented defense. The third is how 
much the Ravens got out of a draft in 
which they added offensive playmakers 
with the fifth and 10th overall picks. And 
the last is how many major injuries to key 
players they suffer. 


Offense 


Head coach Brian Billick likes to run a 
big-play offense and is not afraid to throw 
the ball deep. After a slow start, the 
Ravens really picked things up with 
Banks at the controls, but they still ended 
the year with three very negative statis- 
tics: they converted only 28.4 percent of 
their third downs, 27.3 percent of their 
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fourth downs and allowed 56 sacks. 
QUARTERBACKS « Banks could very well 


be the key to the season. Last year he 
showed better judgment with the ball and 
more maturity, and that is why he had a 
career-high 17 TD passes and a career-low 
eight interceptions. However, Banks tended 
to be erratic from week to week. For exam- 
ple, he completed 18-of-31 passes for 332 
yards with four TDs and no interceptions 
ys. Tennessee in Week 13. The next week, 
he was just 8-of-26 vs. the Steelers but still 
threw for 268 yards and three scores. The 
next week, he completed 24-of-36 tries for 
298 yards and three scores ys. the Saints 
but was also picked off three times. Then, 
in the last two games of the season, he 
threw for only 350 yards and one TD com- 
bined vs. the Bengals and slumping Patriots 
while being picked off twice and leading 
the team to just one TD. Banks has all the 
measurables you could ask for in terms of 
size, speed, arm strength, pure athletic abil- 
ity and IQ. But, up until last year, he had a 
poor work ethic and grasp of the game, 
poor attention to detail. showed an alarm- 
ing lack of maturity, made way too many 
bad decisions with the ball and was a 
chronic fumbler, After a rocky start with 
Billick last season that got him demoted to 
the third team, Banks started to work on 
learning the playbook and developed much 
better judgment as a passer. But he still is 
no Brian Sipe when it comes to under- 
standing the playbook and still has a horri- 
ble problem with fumbles and ball security. 
Picking up Trent Dilfer to back up Banks 
for a year at a low price was a brilliant 
move, Dilfer has plenty of starting experi- 
ence despite his youth because he has start- 
ed since his rookie year. Like Banks, Dilfer 
has size, arm strength and learning ability, 
and for the first time in his career, he is 
going into a situation where he is not 
expected to do much, Plus, he gets to play 
with QB savior Billick in a much more QB- 
friendly offense than the one he ran in 
Tampa Bay. The Buccaneers have drafted 
four quarterbacks in the first round — 
Doug Williams, Steve Young, Vinny Tes- 
taverde and Dilfer — and the other three 
had their greatest success after the Bucs let 
them go. All this does not mean Dilfer 
will turn things around the way 

Young did, but it would not be a 
>» huge upset if he thrives — if 
~ Banks falters first. At the very 
least, Dilfer gives Billick a viable 
alternative to Banks if he stops doing his 
homework and continues to fumble. Rook- 
ie Chris Redman may be too tough for his 
own good but is an accurate drop-back 
passer who loves to compete. 


RUNNING BACKS = After watching Jamal 
Lewis run a 4.3-second 40, post a 40-inch 
vertical jump and catch passes like the sec- 
ond coming of Marcus Allen in a spring 
workout, the Ravens gambled the fifth 
overall pick on him with the belief that he 
will be all the way back to where he was 
before he hurt his knee and that he will 
become the big-time runner they have 
needed since moying to Baltimore. Priest 
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an instant offensive lift from 


Ravens 
their top draft pick, especially in the red zone. 
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ORG: 
MIKE FLYNN vs. RICHARD MERCIER 
Flynn is the front-runner, but he’s coming 
off a broken foot. Enter Mercier, a fifth-round | 
pick. Ravens may add a veteran to compete. 
oe or wail 
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"The team's new offensive pieces fall in 
place to the tune of 11-5 anda playoff berth. | 
i ~ “WHEGTLNACT Shinagn 7 
QB Tony Banks regresses, Baltimore's first 
round rookies are busts and Ravens fall apart. 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


~ DT Sam Adams, CB Robert Bailey, OL 
Orlando Bobo, QB Trent Dilfer, TE Shannon 
Sharpe, OG Kipp Vickers 


ARTURER. 
OG Jeff Blackshear, DB DeRon Jenkins, 
‘OL Everett Lindsay, QB Scott Mitchell, S 
Stevon Moore, RB Errict Rhett, DE Fernando 
Smith 


/5_RB Jamal Lewis Tennessee 
1/10. WR Travis Taylor Florida 
_3/75_QB Chris Redman Louisville 
5/148 OG Richard Mercier Miami (Fla.) 


‘6/486 DE Adalius Thomas 
6/191 DT Cedric Woodard 


HISTORY 
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Holmes is a good No. 2 back but not the 

guy you want starting for you. He is tough, 

slippery, more quick than fast and a very 

hard worker who has had some big 

rushing days against some bad 

> teams. FB Chuck Evans gets a 

“B” as a blocker and receiver and 

a “C” as a runner who never fumbles 

the ball. In fact, last season no Ravens 
running back fumbled the ball away. 


REGEIVERS = Getting Shannon Sharpe to 
play tight end is a huge plus. He is quite 
similar to Hall of Fame TE Ozzie New- 
some, who now is one of Baltimore's top 
executives. Like Newsome, Sharpe is a 
pumped-up wide receiver with great pass- 


catching skilis who can play in the slot and | 


creale mismatches. He has tremendous 


Saerave 
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receiving skills, courage over the middle 
and has become an _ adequate 
position/finesse type of blocker. WR 
Qadry Ismail had a career year, catching 
68 passes for 1,105 yards and six TDs and 
showing reliable hands for the first time in 
his career. However, nobody really views 
him as a No. | receiver except his agent, 
which is why the Ravens used the 10th 
overall pick to grab sure-handed, fast and 
athletic Florida WR Travis Taylor, Justin 
Armour is a possession type with size and 
hands. Patrick Johnson emerged as the 
Ravens’ second offensive threat down the 
stretch last season once Billick gave him a 
chance. Johnson has great speed and big- 
play potential, and it translated into 29 
catches for 526 yards and three TDs in “99, 
with almost all of that production coming 
in the second half of the season. Johnson 
forces opposing defenses to back off and 
respect the Ravens’ speed. Getting Jer- 
maine Lewis back on track is a must. 
Under Ted Marchibroda, Lewis was 
% a very dangerous slot receiver 
» and return man who had reliable 
L—’ hands and tremendous big-play 
" speed and running ability. But last sea- 
son he went nowhere with his returns and 
averaged just 11,2 yards per catch with 
almost no big plays and plenty of drops 
and poor routes. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN = Jonathan Ogden is 
the most gifted offensive tackle in football 
and has the ability to be another Anthony 
Munoz. He is a huge. powerful man with 
superior athleticism and feet who is so 
good that he can handle any defensive end 
without help when he is focused and on his 
game. The problem is that he tends to play 
a little soft and lose focus from time to 
time, But after you watch him shut down 
players such as Jeyon Kearse, Bruce Smith 
and Chad Bratzke, you realize how great 
he is even with his lapses. After Ogden, the 
talent drops off a great deal. ORT Harry 
Swayne is still a pretty athletic player and 
respectable pass blocker, but he is a finesse 
guy who is 35 and was only able to play in 
six games last season. He missed the sec- 
ond-half run with a foot injury. C Jeff 
Mitchell is pretty strong and can handle a 
big man on his nose better than many, but 
he is on the stiff side, struggles against 
even fronts and is not very good on the sec- 
ond level. Edwin Mulitalo started eight 
games at left guard as a rookie and gave a 
strong indication he could become a 
decent starter. In a salary-cap-related 
» move, long-time ORG Jeff Black- 
i Se shear, who had started 57 con- 
secutive games and has great size 
and power, was cut. At presstime, 
Mike Flynn, a self-made technician type 
who has a better grasp of the offense. was 
penciled in to start. 


In "99, the Ravens’ very talented young 
defensive players bought into Marvin 
Lewis’ system and played it the way it was 
supposed to be played, The results were a 
great run defense and a solid overall 
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defense. Other big keys were that almost 
everyone stayed healthy and that Balti- 
more added a blue-chip corner in Chris 
McAlister. MLB Ray Lewis is the ring 
leader. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN « Every member of 
the starting foursome except free-agent 
signee Sam Adams will be 30 or older 
when the season starts. Adams is a super- 
talented but often out-of-shape under- 
achiever who was signed right before the 
draft to replace the suspended Larry Web- 
ster at tackle. DRE Michael McCrary is 
undersized and has had a lot of knee prob- 
lems, but he is a relentless player with 
good leverage against the run and fine 
pass-rush skills. Last season he was never 
close to 100 percent, yet he still started 
every game and had 11% sacks and 92 
tackles. In his last 54 games, McCrary has 
464 sacks, more than anyone else in foot- 
ball. DLE Rob Burnett had his best year 
since he hurt his knee a few years ago and 
also played tackle on passing downs. How- 
ever, he will be 33 when the season starts 
and was playing for a new contract last 
season. Inside, Tony Siragusa does a great 
job of clogging the middle and keeping 
blockers off the linebackers (especially 
Lewis). Despite being fat and slow, he 
makes plays because he is instinctive 
and quick to react. Lional Dalton 

is very strong and explosive but 
must learn to finish what he starts 
and find the ball much more quickly. 
The Ravens need him to be able to 
rotate with Adams and Siragusa, who get 


DE Adalius Thomas has the ability to be a 
stud pass rusher, including 4.5 speed and 
great athleticism, but he was a major 
underachiever in college. 


LINEBACKERS = With Lewis, this is the 
best threesome in football. No middle line- 
backer has more speed or range than 
Lewis, and he is also very instinctive 
against the run and is a nasty player with a 
knack for slipping blocks. Playing with a 
separated shoulder that basically left him 
one-armed, Peter Boulware still recorded 
10 sacks and forced three fumbles in °99. 
When healthy, Boulware can be the best 

pass-rush linebacker in football. After a 

few years of up-and-down, teaser-type 
play that put him in Marvin Lewis’ 
doghouse, Jamie Sharper 
emerged as a good, consistent 
linebacker in °99. Cornell Brown, 
who started five times for Boulware 
last season, is a decent backup but is not 
the guy you want starting. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS = McAlister has a 


chance to develop into a super cornerback. 
He is big, strong, fast, agile, cocky and can 
run with and cover the fly boys. But as a 
rookie, he would almost always bite on 
double fakes. The same problem has kept 
the Ravens’ other cornerback, Duane 
Starks. from establishing himself. Starks 
is superquick, fast and athletic, has great 
recovery speed and big-play ability and is 
tough despite his lack of size. But he has 
way too many concentration lapses, loses 
focus too easily and has proven to be a 


only started five times last season. But 
now that DeRon Jenkins is in San Diego, 
Starks must be the man. Journeyman 
Robert Bailey can be an adequate third 
corner but not a starter. Rod Woodson 
found a new home at free safety and went 
to the Pro Bowl. He is not quite Pro Bowl 
caliber at this point, but the gambles that 
got him burned as a cornerback often 
resulted in big plays at safety. The Ravens 
need to get Kim Herring back on track or 
replace him at strong safety. Herring 
looked like a coming star until he 
hurt his shoulder two years ago. 
==> He has not tackled well since. A 
long shot is Anthony Poindexter, 
who was the best run-down safety in 
the college game before he blew out his 
knee late in the *98 season. The Ravens 
took him in the seventh round of the 99 
draft and let him rehab. 


SPECIAL TEAMS = Matt Stover may be a 
little streaky and may have just average 
range, but he is a veteran kicker who winds 
up making about 80 percent. of his field 
goals almost every year. P Kyle Richard- 
son has improved his poise and get-off 
time but can still be blocked. However, he 
placed 39 punts inside the 20 last season, 

which was a tremendous help to the 

defense. He had decent gross (42.3 
yards) and net (35.5 yards) aver- 

ages for an outdoors, bad-weath- 

er city punter. Before last year, Jer- 

maine Lewis was a Pro Bowl-caliber 
return man. But in °99, his longest punt 
return was 33 yards, and his longest kick- 


GRADE 


hurt hurt a lot and lack stamina. Rookie » sucker for double moves. That is why he « off return was 25 yards. 


| WK1| WK2|  WK3/ WK4| WKS| WK7/ wWKa| WKS) WKIO] WKit| WK12| WK13| WkK1a| Wk15| Wk16| WK17! TOTALS] 
OPPONENT | STL.) PiTT.| CLEV. ATL.) TEN. K.C. | BUFF.| CLEV.|  JAX.| CIN. | -JAX.| TEN. | PITT. N.O. CIN. WE. 
Score [10.27] 2023] 17-10] 1013) 11-14] e95| 10-19] 41-9| 36 | 34-31| 2350] 41-14] 31-24 318] _220| _3-20| 
Total net yards | 223 | 292 | 334 | 307 246 | 277 | 200] 315 | 242 | 2381 | 280 448 | 374 | 335 | 311 | 313 |_ 4778 | 
Rushing yards | 60) 125) S184) 14d 68 | 105 e2|_203/ 88 | 56 | x a Ca 61 | r20 119 | 1754 
Passing yards | _163| ‘167 150] 163 af we[ aia} t2| tsa] 225 199 392 242 274 181 194 2024 
‘Rushing plays _| 15] 28], 37 34 26 27 27 | 38 | 24 | 26 | 22 22| 25 28 32 23 431 
Sacks allowed | 5 2 4 _5|_ | no. 3) 2 4] 7 3] 1 4 Eh 7 56 
Had intercepted | 2 2 3 0 a 3 1/ oO] CY es 1a oi 0 4] 1] 2 20 
‘Fumbles lost | oO] i 0 0 1 0 1] 1] 1] 1] 2 1 0 0 Oo} 2{_ 1 
[Mards penalized | 106 &7 | 3] 29/8 9 68 73 3 | 
Punts | 6 | 7 7 3 Z 5 | 
OPPONENT STATISTICS 
| Time of poss. _| %2 i168 | - 26:09 32:35 : i 01 | 
Totalnetyards | 343 270 189 170] 132] 348 388 353 352 8 | 
Rushingyads | 59/749 «100. 52 | 56 47] 102 60 | 65 109 | 11 | 49 
Passingyards | 284 121 a9 246 2i6| 106] 19a] «+444 as| 246 328 288 243 237 | _148 j02 2991 
Rushing plays _| 7 a a 24 35 | 23 20 | 26 23 25] 14) 22 16 | 25 | 22 392 
Sacks allowed 31 3 at 2 3 a 3/ 3 6 o 3 5 5 2 ral 2 49 
Had intercepted 2 O 1 oO 0 | 3 2 o| Fal 2 21 0! 4 2] 1 21 
Fumbles lost| af 0 aie] oO! 0 0! ry 0! 1} 1 0 1] o| 1 0 10 
Yards penalized | 37 20 40] 212] 113!) +50 25 sof 427 | a Tl 73 | 48 a7 59 1116 
4 g 10 | 6 8 5 6| ! | 11 6 5 145 
[Case [ats72| 530] 320 5-380] $171 | 216-0) | Sa) | | 4-1-0 
‘Evans ~ 313-0 1-4-0) f 27-0 | 260] 36-0] t [sa70| 550/420] 1-7-0] 3-4.0 
Holmes | [ |_| 4040-0 il Bt | -100-0 | 48-1301 | 10-28-0 | 13-59-0 
Rett [ 22-113-0 | 27-136-0| 21-59-0| 19-50-1| 24-73.0| 17-117-2| 1950-0] 23-36-1| 13:300| 4-7-0| 11-21-0 | _12-50-0 
= ms z iS : . PASSING ** = ao 5 
Banks j B40] 13-94-1] 1425-0] 10-21-0| 24-401] 17-041] 1801-0) 826-0] 24-063] 15-931 W 
a2). SSS ipa _|_690| 1204] 1294) 73.0) 274-2) 214-2! so24| _268-3| 2983| 187-1 0 
|Case 715-0| 12253] 1327-0| 1537-0) 15-37-93 7-120 | 0-3-1 
[ | | 130-1] 165-0} 192-2! 207-0! 403-0. a Ul, | 103-0 | E | | 0-0 a 
Sicha! | 17-402| 7-162] | | 
| 186-1 | 48.0 | | 1 2) EE ee (| 
= RECHVING 
Armour | 4760] 243-0) 1-160] 1-541] 235-0] 6-70-0| 3351] 5380] 244-0] | 2270] 328-1] 450-1 | 
DeLong | 1-5-0] 150] —__ | _ 330] 2-5-0 | [_ +-40] 4234] 2-110 i-(-4)-0° 
Evans . | 427-0 | | 237-0 | 2100| 4130) 3-26-0/ | 2330) saz0] 3321/1190) 130] 170/290 yi 
Holmes [23-0 | ih = | | | 113-0 3-444 11-0 —~ 
‘Ismail | 446-0| 4531| 2490| 665.0| 9470| 3250| S640) 2491] 9000] 9260] 5760) 5-1190| 62560| 7-1151| 552-0 ~ 
J. Lewis | | 3480) 3230] 260] 4580) 240) 1-5-0) | 315-0) 150] 1460| 5722 hy 
P. Johnson = | | 1501] 457-0 | [410-0 | 675-1 | 3-19-0| 1-76-1 | 343-0 | 3-82-0 
Pieice Ha aa Liso| 1-40 [235-0 | 247-01 170] 1-40 lf “J 
near 327-0 | | 270) 180) 421-0| 2200] 3220| 3321] 180 | 4220/  1-24 & 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats Include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns: 
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7 Baltimore Ravens PM NO. NAME POS. WT. EXP. COLLEGE BP/ES 
) 11001 Owings Mills Boulevard = 95 Adams, Sam DT 63 297 7 Texas A&M 13/13 
5 Riri das ay cethare 21117 = 23 Alfonzo, DeJuan DB 60 205 AA indiana State 
= Official Vices CAL Rierasne net = 46 Amaud, Robert RB 5-11. 206 R Georgia 
all S A A 3 + = 
il} Stadium: PSINet Stadium = 30 Ayanbadejo, Obafemi_FB 6-2 235 3 San Diego State ___-14/0 
hy Capacity: 69,354 m 12 Banks, Tony QB 6-4 215 5 MichiganState  —-11/10 
= Playing surface: Grass = 35 Bailey, Robert CB 5-10° 182 10 Miami (Fla.) 46/11 
Wy | Brian Billick 1999 record: 8-8; Third in AFC Central = 76 Bobo, Orlando OG 63 300 4 NE Louisiana ot 
~ tes OR ene ier e 58 Boulware, Peter LB 6-4 255 4 FloridaState | ‘16/10 
= wne’ : jodell, Presiden ay e = 44 Brookins, Jason RB 6-0 224 A LaneCollege (Tenn) 
i V.P.-player personnel; Ozzie Newsome; Director-pro personnel: James Harris; Direc- a 51 Brown, Cornell LB 6-0 240 4 “Virginia Tech 46/6 
-" | tor-college scouting: Phil Savage; Asst. director-pro personnel: John Wooten = 90 Burnett, Rob _ = DE 6-4 280 11 Syracuse — 16/16 
“| Head coach: Brian Billick = 66 Camacho, David OT 6-7-3320 A_ Oklahoma State 
Assistant coaches: Matt Cavanaugh, offensive coordinator/quarterbacks, Jim Colletto, m _92 Chase, Martin. OT 6-2 295 3 Oklahoma 3/0 
offensive line; Jack Del Rio, linebackers; Jeff Friday, strength and conditioning; Wade Har- ~ 41 Clemons, Lloyd ——_—sRB 5-11. 215 fF Michigan State 
man, fight ends/asst. offensive line; Donnie Henderson, defensive backs; Milt Jackson, 49 Collins, Ryan 7 re 6-6 259 2 St Thomas 4/3 
wide receivers, Marvin Lewis, defensive coordinator, Russ Purnell, special teams; Rex j = rere — 
Ryan, defensive line; Steve Shafer, defensive backs/asst, head coach; Matt Simon, running i at Sh PS ita oe oe at renee: 162 = 
backs: Mike Smith, defensive asst. ~ 86 Davis, Billy WR 6-1 205 6 Pittsburgh 16/0 pas 
_ m 85 DeLong, Greg TE 6-4 255 6 North Carolina 16/7 
| PROJECTED DEPTH CHART e 61 Denson,Damon OG 6-4 310 4 Michigan 0/10 | 
= _ 8 Dilfer, Trent QB 64 229 7 Fresno State foo 
ee © 94 Douglas, Marques DT 62 270 1 Howard 00 | 
WR_ 89 TAYLOR* 83 Johnson 86 Davis = _81 Edison, Pedro TE 6-3 250 R EastTennessee Slate _ = 
OLT 75 OGDEN 71 Folau 72 Williams m 29 Evans, Chuck FB 6-1 2458 Clark-Atlanta 16/10 Jas 
OLG 64 MULITALQ 61 Denson 76 Bobo My ae cy Mike oe 63 oak = Maine = _— 
C 60 J. MITCHELL 59 Payne 62 Flynn pt eS ae 
—> = _34 Graham, Jay RB 5-11 220 4 Tennessee 3/0 
ORG 62 FLYNN S5\Marcrer”_ 61. Denson B 45 Harris, Corey s 5-11 205 9 Vanderbilt 16/0 
ORT 70 SWAYNE 77 Vickers 71 Folau = 20 Herring, Kim 5 5-11 210 4 PennState 16/16 
TE 2 SHARPE _85 DeLong 49 Collins = 33 Holmes, Priest RB 5-9 205 4 Texas _ Ale. 
WA 87 ISMAIL —s_ 84. Je. Lewis _80 Stokley = _9) Icsman, Don P 6-1 190 R Heidelberg aX 
QB_1z samme _____8 Difer_7 Recman = “60 Jackson, Grad 18602802 Chama 
a Eaaaee Br incinnati = 13, 
Soa Es ® _83 Johnson, Patrick WR 5-10 180 3 Oregon 10/6 
FB 29 EVANS 30 Ayanbadejo ® 47 Jones, John TE 64 240 fi Indiana (Pa) 
TS 24 Kelly, Kenny DB 60 207 A Auburn 
DLE 90 BURNETT 96 Thomas* _97 Preston S 31 Lewis, Jamal RB 5-11 231 _R_Tennessee 
DLT 95 ADAMS —79Webster__94 Douglas « ve vermaine _WERS $7 Tae: & Nenland y we 
= a is, Ray 6- ami(Fla.) 16/16 
PEE SS eee Steet pe Doteess = "25 Love, Clarence CB 5-10 181 1 Toledo 00 
DRE 99 McGRARY 93 Washington 97 Preston = 67 MacFarlane, Curtice OL 6-4 310 1 SanJoseState 0/0 
LLB 58 BOULWARE 51 Brown 50 Jackson = _21 McAlister, Chris CB 61 206 2 Arizona ———SC«éG/LD 
MLB 52 R. LEWIS 51Brown  _53 Peters 56 Stallings = (99 McCrary, Michael DE 64 270 8 Wake Forest 16/16 
ALB 55 SHARPER 56 Stallings 53 Peters = _4 McGuire, Dan PK 5-9 201 =F Boston College 
LOH Zi MesMSTEN_ 98 Tapp ____-25 Love et 0% 
re z  Anthon et 52175 __ 0K 
PSB ee See SS Caley 28 Saath = “60 Mitchell, Jeff C64 300 4 Florida 16/16 
SS 20 HERRING 43 Poindexter _ 42 A. Mitchell = 64 Mulitalo, Edwin OG 6-3 328 2 Arizona 10/8 
FS 26 WOODSON = 45 Harris 37 Thompson = 11 Nash, Marcus WR 6-3 195 3 Tennessee 3/0. 
SPECIALISTS = 18 Nord, Kendrick WR 6-2 210 1 Grambling | 0/0 
F_5 menAansan ee a ae a 
m 59 Payne, 6-4 3 ichigan 
N= eee = = 53 Peters, Tyrell LB 6-0 230 4 Oklahoma ss 18/0 
H__5 RICHARDSON a ® 43 Poindexter, Anthony S 6-0 210 2 Virginia = 0/0 
__PR 84 Je. LEWIS 26 Woodson _87 Ismail_ = _97 Preston, Charles DE 65 270 1 Hampton 0/0 
KR_ 45 HARRIS 21 McAlister 87 Ismail = _7 Redman, Chris QB 6-3 223 R Louisville = 
KC 82 WAINRIGHT 62 Flynn = _5 Richardson, Kyle P= 62 210 4 Arkansas State ___ 16/0 
> Rookie : ® _ 6 Robinson, Dan QB 6-4 213 R_ Hawaii = 
= 2 Sharpe, Shannon TE 6-2 230 11 Savannah State 5/5. 
= 55 Sharper, Jamie LB 6-3 240 4 Virginia 16/16 
2000 SCHEDULE 1999 RESULTS |= 98 Siragusa, Tony DT 6-3 320 11 Pittsburgh 14/14 
All times: Eastern Pointspread refers to Baltimore a 22 Starks, Duane CB 5-10 170 3 Miami (Fla.) 16/6 
= 28 Smith, Jermaine CB 5-11 195 _R Washington 
Sept.3 _ at Pittsburgh ee Sept.12 AtSt.Louis (0): 10-27, «= 56 Stallings, Dennis «LB 6-0 240 4 illinois 0/0. 
Sept. 10 Jacksonville i pm. Sept. 12 At St. Louis (0) 10-27 ™ _80 Stokley, Brandon WR 5-11 197 2 Louisiana-Lafayette 2/0 
= ath ees renee Sept. 19 Pittsburgh (3) 20-23 ~ 3 Stover, Matt PK 5-11 178 11 Louisiana Tech _ 16/0. 
‘Sept 24 Cincinnati ipm. Sept, 26 Cleveland (125) 17-10 = 70 Swayne, Harry. _OT 6-5 295 14 Rutgers 6/6 
|| Ochs) abAtanta (8) 19-43" § _89 Taylor, Travis WR 6-1 200 R Florida = 
Oct ___at Gavelard + pve Oct.10 At Tennessee (+7) 11-14 ® 96 Thomas, Adalius DE 6-2 270 R Southern Mississippi 
UE Os TRE BATE: ||| Lda Tha BV) aoe = _37 Thompson, Bennie S 6-0 214 11 Grambling 16/0 
Oct. 15 at Washington ipm. Oct.21 Kansas City (0) 8-35 § 16 Thompson, Germany WR 6-2 208 R New Mexico = 
Oct. 22 Tennessee 1 p.m. Oct.31 Buffalo (+3.5) 10-13 = 38 Trapp, James cB 6-0 195 8 Clemson 16/0 
Oct. 29 Pittsburgh _ ipm. | Nov.7 AtCleveland (3.5) 41-9 | 77 Vickers, Kipp OL 62 298 7 Miami(Fla) 11/0 
Nov.5 at Cincinnati ipm. | Nov.14 AtJacksonville (+125) 3-6 & 82 Wainright, Frank TE 6-3 250 10 Northern Colorado 16/0 
Noite atTemenes “tom | ae jassonBe——Gr sea” 37 Weeki Lynde C8 E9100 Hota = 
Nov.19 Dall 4:15 p.m. Nov, 28 Jacksonville (+7) 23-30 ashington, Lynds = i) olstra. 
= = — — Deo.5 =e janneseea (43) 41-14. = _79 Webster, Larry OT 65 305 8 Maryland 18/16 
oe Pim | Dec. 12 AtPittsburgh (1.5) 31-24 © 57 Wilkinson, Calvin _DE-LB 6-3 230 A Temple 
Dens = Dec. 19 New Orleans (9.5) 31-8 § 72 Williams, Sammy OT 6-5 318 3 Oklahoma 2/0 
iT SH Es 1PM | Dec. 26 Cincinnati (7) 22-0 = 54 Wittman, Ben DE 6-1. 242 ~R Western Kentucky 
Dec.17 at Arizona 4:15 p.m. Jan.2 AtNewEngland (-2.5) 3-20 - 78 Woodard, Cedric OT 6-2 290 RF Texas 
Dec, 24 N.Y. Jets 1pm. * Overtime ® 26 Woodson, Rod Ss 6-0 200 14 Purdue 16/16 
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'| he bottom line on the Steelers is 
4} that they are not a very good 
U football team. The only thing that 
can save them from a third straight 
losing season is a major improve- 
ment at quarterback. 
_ Years of losing key 
players to free 
3) agency, picking 
NY near the bottom of 
ES the draft and being 
forced to draft for need have hurt the 
team. It also does not help matters 
that personnel guru Tom Modrak, 
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PREDICTED 4th place / 
RECORD: 14 ited 


who helped smooth things out 
between some other members of the 
organization, went to Philadelphia a 
couple of years ago and that the 
Steelers have not had enough man- 
power in their pro personnel depart- 
ment. 

Now, head coach Bill Cowher has 
won a power struggle with Tom Don- 
ahoe, who left the organization. But 
Cowher will not have total power by 
any means. Kevin Colbert was 
brought in from Detroit to take over 
the front office. Colbert, a former 


LEVON) 


Dolphins and BLESTO scout, was 
the Lions’ pro personnel director in 
recent years and did a nice job. 


Offense 

Unless offensive coordinator Kevin 
Gilbride can get QB Kordell Stewart back 
on track, the Steelers could continue to 
drop. After having what seemed to be a 
breakout season in ’97 under coordinator 
Chan Gailey, Stewart suffered a complete 
meltdown when Ray Sherman, a coordina- 
tor he helped pick, replaced Gailey in ’98. 
Gilbride, who had great success develop- 
ing quarterbacks and offenses in Houston 
and Jacksonville, was hired to run the 
Steelers’ offense last season, but Stewart 
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seemed more confused than ever and was 
even worse. The Steelers devoted much of 
their 2000 draft to getting Stewart 
receivers so big and so good that he will 
haye a hard time missing them and to 
upgrading the blocking. 


QUARTERBACKS = Stewart is an elite ath- 
lete with 4.4-to-4.5-second speed in the 40, 
a RB body and a strong arm. He is most 
effective playing a schoolyard game, get- 
ting outside the pocket, running around 
and creating on his own. In ’98 and *99, he 
tried to prove he could be a pocket passer, 
and quite frankly, he flat-out stunk. Last 
season he was afraid to even try to throw 
the ball deep, so he averaged 5.3 yards per 
pass attempt in a league where QBs should 
average about seven yards. He also had a 
6-10 TD-interception ratio and ran an inef- 
fective offense that was awful when it tried 
to convert fourth-down plays. Stewart is 
paid like a top starting quarterback, but he 
finished the '99 season as a wide receiver, 
which is the position many teams original- 
ly wanted to draft him to play. Many feel 
he could be Pittsburgh’s best receiver, but 
he insists he will only play quarterback in 
2000, and with three first-round picks plus 
Danny Farmer to throw to, Jerome Bettis 
and Richard Huntley to run the ball and a 
much improved offensive line, he has 
no more excuses. Kent Graham, who 
has started for the Giants (in two 

separate stints) and the Cardi- 

" nals, is a big, strong-armed passer, 
but he lacks mobility and is not that 
accurate. In short, he is an OK backup 
who you do not want starting for a long 
périod of time. Anthony Wright is very 
green but is mobile and athletic and has an 
NFL arm. Rookie Tee Martin was called a 
poor man’s Stewart in college. 


RUNNING BACKS » More than a few 
scouts in the league feel Jerome Bettis is a 
declining back who could be spelled more 
and more frequently and perhaps even 
replaced by Richard Huntley. When 
healthy, Bettis is a very powerful runner 
with great strength in his lower body and 
surprisingly agile feet, He has good run 
vision, but he is not a natural receiver and 
has not been much of a blocker since he 
played fullback at Notre Dame. The big 
thing is that he is starting to break down 
and is no longer a durable workhorse who 
can always answer the bell. Huntley is not 
as big and powerful as Bettis, but he has 
more speed and better hands, and at 225 
pounds, he is no pushover. In the past, he 
has had a problem with fumbles. But he 
did a better job of protecting the ball last 
year, when he averaged more than six 
yards per attempt on 93 carries and had 27 
catches, three for scores, while playing 

on third downs in place of Bettis and 

filling in when Bettis was ailing. 

E2 Amos Zereoue is a compact yet 

surprisingly strong speed back 

who will not play much until he 
learns to pick up the blitz. FB Jon Wit- 
man is OK but has a hard time running 
with his pads low enough to be a true 
power runner. He also has some trouble 


GRATE 


PFW PROJECTIONS 


The Steelers believes he’s ideally suited to 
play rush ‘backer in their 3-4 defense. 


if Smith, tp van! tale rookie, can devel- 
op quickly, Se eee en 
ay to right tackle, 


With weapons in place, much-maligned QB 
Kordell Stewart has a stellar season. 


Stewart starts slowly, gets benched and a 
third straight sub-.500 campaign unfolds. 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


Fe caer a Wet ee OL 


Chris Sullivan, OL 
Oslhoffen 


Tyiski, DT Kimo von 


LB Carlos Emmons, DB Chris Oldham, DE 
crs NGS oo een Stai, OT Justin 
‘omezak 


adjusting as a blocker and getting low 
enough when he Is the lead blocker. 


RECEIVERS » Mark Bruener is a quality 
tight end who is not used enough in the 
passing game. He is not overpowering as a 
blocker but is very effective and efficient 
and gets the job done consistently. As a 
receiver, he reads coverages well and has 
soft hands but is not a real deep threat or an 
outstanding runner after the catch. He has 
gone largely ignored by Stewart. As a 
rookie, Troy Edwards led the team in 
receptions with 61 and yardage with 714, 
even though he did not crack the starting 
lineup until December. Edwards also led 
the team in dropped passes because he 
tends to run before he has secured the ball. 
But he is a very dangerous runner after the 


catch with surprising power and skill. He is 
more quick than fast and is only about 5-9. 
Ideally, he would be your No. 3/slot receiv- 
er and not your leading receiver. With the 
additions of Farmer and Plaxico Burress, 
that is just what Edwards could be. Burress 
is 6-5/4, 230 pounds and is acrobatic, fast 
enough to get deep and a gamebreaker. 
If he matures, he could be a big 
Keyshawn Johnson. Farmer is 
about 6-3, 210 pounds and has 
great leaping ability, body control 
and hands. Hines Ward is a converted 
quarterback and running back who has 
good hands and overall athletic ability but 
lacks big-play speed. 


OFFENSIVE LINE « Injuries and key free- 
agent losses turned this group into a weak 
link last season. The biggest loss was C 
Dermontti Dawson, who, after starting 
every game for a decade, missed nine 
games with a hamstring problem. Dawson, 
a possible Hall of Famer, had rare quick- 
ness and athleticism for a center. He will 
be 35 when training camp opens, so it will 
be interesting to see if he can regain his 
All-Pro form. At guard, Alan Faneca is big, 
strong, tough and willing but is not very 
athletic and will struggle at times with one- 
on-one pass blocking and when he must 
adjust while blocking on the second level. 
Rich Tylski, a journeyman, part-time 
starter from Jacksonville, is slated to start 
at the other OG spot. OLT Wayne Gandy is 
very athletic but has always been a very 
average starter who seems to lack top 
instincts and a lot of passion for the game. 
The team hoped Chris Conrad would take 
the bull by the horns and establish himself 
at right tackle last season, But he struggled 
and was replaced by powerful journeyman 
Anthony Brown, who subsequently gave 
way to former Redskins tough guy Shar 
Pourdanesh, who tries to compensate for 
his limitations as a foot athlete with 
smarts and toughness. The Steelers 
hope huge Kris Farris, an All-Amer- 
ican at UCLA, will step up after 
missing his rookie season with a 
foot injury. Second-round pick Mar- 
vel Smith is a first-round athlete who 

could have been a top-15 pick had he 
gone back for his senior season and turned 
his ability into plays. He could become a 
great tackle or guard if he puts it all togeth- 
er, In workouts, he awed scouts with his 
combination of strength and athleticism. 


The Steelers are still a big zone-blitz 
team, but they have too many holes and too 
little depth on this unit to carry the offense 
for a season. The defense generally held its 
own in ‘99 until late in the season, when 
the injuries really mounted. Pittsburgh 
gave up 133 points in the last four games. 


DEFENSIVE LINE = Joel Steed was not 
effective on the nose because of a bad 
knee. The 31-year-old has a hefty contract 
and may not even be back with the team. 
With that in mind, Pittsburgh signed Kimo 
von Oelhoffen, a run stopper from the Ben- 
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gals. The other option is rookie Kendrick 
Clancy, who is very quick and aggressive. 
Former second-round pick Jeremy Staat, 
who is very strong but not very athletic, 
will move outside, where he has the size 
and strength to play in the Steelers’ 3-4 set. 
Kevin Henry plays his butt off and has 
some quickness but is not really big 
enough for what the Steelers want their 
ends to do. But now that Orpheus Roye is 
gone to the Browns, Henry may be the 
best of the group. Nolan Harrison 
. has a hard time staying healthy, 
®» tends to wear down over the 
course of a season and will not be 
back unless he and the team get 
together on a new contract. Ex-Patriot 
Chris Sullivan is a hard-working player 
with average natural size and some quick- 
ness to rush, but he is nothing special. 
Aaron Smith is a size-speed prospect who 
could come on after a shaky rookie year 
when he basically practiced and learned. 


LINEBACKERS « This is still the strength 
of the defense. The Steelers feel Levon 
Kirkland and Earl Holmes are the best set 
of 3-4 inside “backers in the game, On 
paper, Kirkland is too old and way too 
heavy, but he still is effective and can be a 
factor in pass coverage because he has 
such a good feel and has the best hands on 
the defense. He also is like an extra line- 
man against the run at about 6-1, 270-285 
pounds. Holmes has developed into a good 
player who moves around better than Kirk- 
land but is not as powerful or instinctive, 
Outside, Jason Gildon has led the team in 
sacks the past two seasons but is really 
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nothing special. The Steelers fee] *99 third- 
round pick Joey Porter can be special 
with his 4.5-to-4.6 speed. They let 
Carlos Emmons go to open up an 
». OLB spot for Porter. If he is as 
good as advertised, he should be 
J a double-digit sack man. Rookie 

Clark Haggans could be the No, 3 out- 
side "backer and a situational pass rusher, 
He is more quick than fast and uses his 
hands well. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS » Lee Flowers has 
stepped up nicely at strong safety. He is a 
very good run defender and hitter who has 
good speed but lacks a great feel in pass 
coverage. Disappointing ’99 second-round 
pick Scott Shields needs to step up at free 
safety, Shields is huge, faster than you 
would think and has very good hands and 


GAME-BY-GAME STATISTICS 


TEAM STATISTICS 


good ball skills, but he was too soft and 
tentative as a rookie and was a reluctant 
hitter. CB Dewayne Washington is more 
quick than fast and gives up too many big 
plays because he will gamble at times and 
does not have much recovery speed. After 
a fine rookie season in ‘97, Chad Scott was 
not the same player last season coming off 
a very serious °98 knee injury. Scott is a 
bigger corner who was a good step slower 
in ‘99 and lacked confidence. As a rookie, 
he was a big corner who could be physical 
in coverage and had pretty good speed 
and range. Rookie Hank Poteat has 
great feet and coverage skills and 
> could challenge the starters or 
wind up as the third corner. Travis 
Davis generally started ahead of 
Shields last season but gave up too 
many big plays. Davis is a tough guy with 
limited skills in coverage. 


Special teams 

As a rookie, PK Kris Brown looked like 
a bust in training camp but then made his 
first 13 field-goal attempts in the regular 
season. On the year, he hit 25-of-29 FG 
tries. Josh Miller has slowly but surely 
developed into an excellent punter, Last 
season was his best, as he averaged 45.2 
yards per punt, placed 27 kicks inside 
the opponent’s 20 and had a very 
b impressive 38.1-yard net average. 


’” None of the Steelers’ return men 
really frightened the opposition last 
season, but Poteat could change that. 
The kickoff-and-punt coverage units 
were generally adequate. 


__WK6 | WK7| WKS) WK10| WK11| WK12| WK 13) WK 14 WK 16 | WK 17) TOTALS | 

BUFF.| CIN. | ATL. S.F. | CLEV.| TEN. CIN. | JAX. | BALT. CO SS 

21-24 | 17-3 | ___13-9 27-8 15-16 10-16 | __20-27 | 6-20 |__ 24-31 |___ 30-20 | __36-47 | —— 
216 | 255 | 255 | _—226 271 | 288 267 391 | 235 | 352_ __ 293 433 | 4874 | 

117| 48 “130411 141 168| to] st] S| =f | 211 138 4991 

39 | 207, 125 | 115 130 130 161 280 72] 243 82 295 | 2883. 

2 495, 

ic 37 

Passing yards_| 31 | 5 145 |" 256 | 203 2026 | 
Rushing plays | 9} 29} 34 | 32) 20 33 S| 451 
Sacks allowed | _3]" | 1 1 1 1 2 39 
4 roapied ip} 2 jt ) ax 0 1 1 14 
Fumbles lost 1 el | 2] o| 0 2 Pal 14 
Yardspenalized | 23 | 67] 50] 82 | a ol 813 
Punts | 6) 7 4 8 7 4) 6) 92 
\Bettis | (18-89-0| 1646-0) 11-39-0| 20-58-0|_ 19-83-0 | 39-137-1 | 15-61-1 | 299-1091-7 
[Huntley | 40-41-1 | 10-49-1 | 5-19-0 | 5-18-0/ 6-37-0| 7-721] 11-781 | _93-567-5 
| Stewart _ 735-1 | 8-1-1 | _5-41-0 | 1-5-0 | | __ 56-258-2 
Tomazak == 3)-0 | rT 220| 420] 2(1)0| 16-190 
Zereoue 17-44-0{ | = | 74 Ei 1-4-0 | 18-48-0 
Stewart 15-230] 1827-0] 7-143] 15-021] 21-29-71] 17290] 1321-0] 1526-0] 15-322] 1830-1] 5-112 1-1-0 160-275-10 
1731 | 138-0] _61-0| 126-0} 216-2! i34-0/ 427-1) 199-1) 1970! 177-1 36-0 0-0 = | 1464-6 

Tomezak 8-8-0 1427-2 | 19-35-0| 19-39-0| 22-41-0| 23464] 13-234 | 21-394] 139-258-8 
: | 7a2 4 159-1 =| r 264-2| 194-0| 249-2| 278-2 §4-1| 905-2 1625-12 

== = ____ RECHVING rs = Se" 

Bettis == 4270) 2100) 1-40] 244-0 4 ESE) 160] 1-140 aot 1-8-0] 7-¢3)-0 21-110-0 
Blackwell — i 2-18-0 | 1-10-0| 3-24-0|  3-46-0 | 2-6-0) 1-4-0 | 441-0 | 2-19-0 | ee __| __20-186-0 
| Bruener _ 2-4-0) 1-5-0} 1-5-0} | 1-0-0 | 2-20-0. 251-0 | _3-27-0| _'2-33-0 1-6-0 | mii .) 18-176-0 | 
Edwards 4-45-0 | 6-38-0 222.0 | 4-50-1| 458-0 | 6-76-0| 220-0| 2-24-1| 7-86-0| 220-0) 6641| 5-581| 3-960) 3-27-0| 61-7145 
Hawkins |= 3-27-0 | 6-54-0. if | 226-0] see) 220, TT |= i] eo 30-285-0 
Huntley 5-67-2|__2-10-0 D 2-8-0 | 2-12-1 | vo] 226-0/ 1-6-0 [333-0] 240-0) t-11-0]  27-253-3 
Lyons | 1-7-0 1-7-0 1-7-0 [216-0 8-81-0 
Shaw | 326-0) | 1S ik _—— ls = |__| 338-0 | 3-36-1 | 4-520] 4-30-0[ 3-69-17 15-0 | 7-131-1| _26-387-3 | 
Stewart | if | a = 321-0) 4-71-1| 221-0 ESKES) 
Ward | 3511| 2910] 2180 290 667-1 | 3180| 328-0| 431-1] 4390/ 3200| 789-1/ 495-0] 343-1 4-41-0| 5-404] 6-68-1| 61-698-7 
[Witman L290) 4-10] 1-4-0 | 15-0] 1-2-0 1-7-0 1-9-0 | 2-250] 1-6-0] 1-48-0| 12-106-0 


* Doesn't include all players, ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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TEAM DIRECTORY 
Pittsburgh Steelers 


© 
= 
facebaes Bekaie Acs. 4, : oa NO. NAME WT. EXP. COLLEGE 
$00 Stadium Circle $400 South Water Street » —> Atteberry, Kyle as BUeayicr 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15212 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15203 © 28 Battles, Ainsley s R_Vanderbilt 
412/323-0300 = 36 Bettis, Jerome RB 8 Notre Dame 16/16 
Sirah is yh sie a ® 89 Blackwell, Will WR 4 San Diego State WA 
Capacity: 59.600 2 60 Brown, Anthony OT 6 Utah 16/11 
Playing surface: AstroTurf = _19 Brown, Demetrius WR R_ Wisconsin 
Bill Cowher 1999 record: 6-10; Fourth in AFC Central | 98 Brown, Ernie DL 2 Syracuse 3/0 
= _ 3 Brown, Kris PK 2 Nebraska 16/0 
President: Daniel M. Rooney; Vice president and general counsel: Arthur J. Rooney !I = 29 Brown, Lance DB 4 Indiana 16/0 
Director of football operations: Kevin Colbert = 87 Bruener, Mark TE 6 Washington __ 14/14 
Pro scouting coordinator: Doug Whaley; College scouting coordinator: Bill Baker = _88 Burress, Plaxico’ _WR R_ Michigan State 
Head coach: Bill Cowher & 96 Clancy, Kendrick NT R_ Mississippi_ 
Assistant coaches: Mike Archer, linebackers, Bob Bratkowski, wide receivers, Irv Eat- ~ ome io = Baye O10 
man, asst. offensive line; Chet Fuhrman, conditioning; Kevin Gilbride, offensive coordina- @ 73 Combs, Chris OE R_Duke 
tor, Jay Hayes, special teams; Dick Hoak, running backs, Tim Lewis, defensive coordina- ™ 78 Conrad, Chris OT 3 Fresno State 11/3 
tor, Mike Miller, offensive asst; John Mitchell, defensive line; Mike Mularkey, tight ends; - _25 Curry, Sedrick CB R Texas A&M iv 
Lou Spanos, defensive asst.; Kent Stephenson, offensive line. a 30 0 Cushing, Matt TE 2 Illinois 7/2 
= 63 Dawson, Dermontti C 13 Kentucky 77 
| PROJECTED DEPTH CHART iS 27 Davis, Travis Ss 5 Notre Dame 16/16 
= 62 Duffy, Roger OG-C 6-3 11 Penn State 16/11 
ae 3) Edwards, Troy WR 2 Louisiana Tech 16/6 
WR S81 EDWARDS 86 Ward 89 Blackwell _82 Shaw = 66 Faneca, Alan 0G 3 Louisiana State 15/14 
OLT 77M. SMITH* 72 Gandy 78 Conrad ______ ® 16 Farmer, Danny ~ WR R UCLA : 
OLG 66 FANEGA 62 Duffy = 71 Farris, Kris OT 2 UCLA 0/0 
C 63 DAWSON 62 Duffy = 57 Fiala, John LB 3 Washington 16/0 
ORG 65 TYLSKI 61 Myslinski . a Powers. use - _e Seomgia Tech ileal 
ORT 72 GANDY 71 Farris 67 Pourdanesh 60 A. Brown ~ 74 Fraley, Sa at OG R See noe 
TE 87 BRUENER 84 Tuman 48 Gavadza" 80 Cushing _ § “45 Fuamatu-Ma‘afala, Chris RB 3 Utah 10/0 
WR 88 BURRESS* 86 Ward 16 Farmer* 83 Johnson = 72 Gandy, Wayne OT 7 Auburn 16/16 
QB 10 STEWART 11 Graham 2 Wright 17 Martin* © 48 Gavadza, Jason TE R_ Kent State i 
RB 36 BETTIS 33 Huntley 21 Zereoue 45 Fuamatu-Ma'afala = 46 Geason, Corey TE 1 Tulane 0/0 
FB 38 WIMAN 40 Goodspeed” 33 Huntley = _92 Gildon, Jason LB 7_Oklahoma State 16/16 
= 40 Goodspeed, Joey FB R_ Notre Dame S 
a Cham, Kent OB 9 Ohio State 9/9 
DLE 76 HENRY 94 Staat = _53 Haggans, Clark LB 250 R Colorado State 
NT_69 vow OELHOFFEN 96 Clancy” 93 Steed# = 76 Henry, Kevin a DEt 285 8 Mississippi State —-16/13 
DRE 95 SULLIVAN =91A.Smith _73 Combs* = _50 Holmes, Earl LB 5 Florida A&M 46/16 
LOLB 92 GILDON 53 Haggans” = 33 Huntley, Richard RB 225 4 Winston-Salem State 16/2 
Hs = ay Kelsay Chad O18 2 Nebraska 50 
= Ssahcrw elsay, Cha lebraska 
ce RN = 99 iar Levon LB 9 Clemson 16/16 
ROLB 55 PORTER 56 Vrabel = 34 Kreider, Dan FB 242 _R_New Hampshire 
_LCB 30 SCOTT 26 Townsend — = 90 Lowe, Reggie LB 3 Troy (Ala.) State 0/0 
RCB 20 WASHINGTON 22 Poteat” 23 Simmons = 74 Lucas, Al NT R_ Troy (Ala.) State 
SS 41 ROWERS = 29 L. Brown - 17_ Martin, Tee QB R_ Tennessee 
FS 47 SHIELDS 27 Davis 29 L. Brown - 15 McWashington, Shawn WR 180 R_ Washington State 
m= _ 4 Miller, Josh P 5 Arizona 16/0 
——————— ESSE SSSR © 68 Mitchell, Johnny DE 312 R Louisiana State - 
P__4 MILLER ® 61 Myslinski, Tom OG 8 Tennessee _0/0 
PK 3 K. BROWN = _64 Oflandini, Tony OG 1 Pittsburgh ei) 
H 11 GRAHAM 2 Wright 48 Gavadza* = 55 Porter, Joey OLB 2 Colorado State 16/0 
PR 22 POTEAT* 81 Edwards = 22 Poteat, Hank cB 190 A Pittsburgh 
KR 33 HUNTLEY 89 Blackwell 82 Shaw . a Sa Shan er ae 2 oe vee 
49 Sands, Mike jarvar 
RGSS eR ' = 54 Sohneck, Mike LS 22 Wisconsin _ ~ 46/0 
* Rookie; # status undetermined at presstime = 30 Scott, Chad CB i924 4 Maryland 13/12 
= 82 Shaw, Bobby WR 186 3 California 15/0 
e 47 Shields, Scott Ss 2 Weber State 16/1 
; . © 23 Simmons, Jason cB 3. Arizona State 16/0 
All times Eastern Pointspread refers to Pittsburgh s — —____——_———- 
DATE OPPONENT TIME . a Sak — oe an = Screener ners 6/0 
Sept.3_ Baltimore 1pm. | Sept.12 At Cleveland (6) 430 $7 aoe i Se ere Tae 
2 |) ee (3) 2320. “05 Steed, Joel NT 9 Colorado 14/14 
Sept. 17 at Cleveland _tipm. | Sept. 26 Seattle (36) 10-29 = “40 Stewart, Kordell os 6 Colorado 16/12 
Sepl.24 Tennessee 1pm. | Oct.3 Jacksonville (+3) 347 & 43 Strickland, Timothy CB 5-9 183 R Mississippi SSS 
Oct.1__at Jacksonville 1pm, | Oct10 AtButfalo (+6) 21-24 SF gs “95 Sullivan, Chris _ a 5 Boston College _ 16/0 
Oct.8 at N.Y. Jets dpm. Oct.17 At Cincinnati (55) 173 * 79 Th Tharpe, La Larry Sot): 05 _8 Tennessee | State es 
Oct.15 Cincinnati 1pm. Oct.25 Atlanta (6) 13:9 = 44 Thompson, Donnel LB R Wisconsin _ _ 
Oct. 22 Cleveland 1 p.m. Oct.31 BYE - 26 Townsend, Deshea CB 3 Alabama 16/4 
Oct.29 at Baltimore tpm. | Nov.7  AtSanFrancisco (42.5) 27-6 —¢ 84 Tuman, Jerame TE 2 Michigan _ 710 
Nov.5 at Tennessee 1 p.m. Nov. 14 Cleveland (-14) 15-16 - 65 Tylski, Rich OG 5 Utah State 10/8 
Nov. 12 _ Philadelphia ipm. | Nov.21 AtTennessee (+45) 10-16 2 von Ocerhatien. Keng ae Bore Seale ve 
Nov. 19 Jacksonville 8:20 p.m. Nov. 28 Cincinnati (9.5) 20-27 ” 86 War d, Hines WR 3 Georgia 16/14 
ee —tpm. | Dee.2 At Jacksonvilla_—_(+10,5)" 6-20" m0 Washington, Dewayne CB 7_North Carolina State 16/16 
Dec.3 Oakland ipm. | Dec.12 Baltimore (4.5) 24-31 3 “3s witman, Jon FB 5 Penn State 16/4 
Dec. 10 at N.Y. Giants 1pm. | Dec. 18 AtKansas City (+8) 19-35. 3 2 Wright, Anthony OB 2 South Carolina 0/0 
Dec. 16 Washington 12:30 p.m. Dec. 26 Carolina (+3.5) 30-20 LL 34 Wright, Destry RB R. Jackson State 
Dec. 24 at San Disgo 4:05 p.m, Jan.2 Tennessee (43.5) 36-47 » 21 Zereoue, Amos RB 2 West Virginia 8/0 
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i] he Bengals have had one of the first six 
i] picks in the draft six times since 1992, 
including the first overall pick twice. 
They have had 11 total first-round picks in 
that span. Thus, despite their mistakes in 
personnel decisions, they still could emerge 
as a winning team if they 
get off to a good start 
| this season. In fact, it 
) could have happened 
in '99, if not for the last 
few minutes of the season 
opener vs. the Titans. The Bengals made a 
dramatic comeback, scoring 28 unan- 
swered points to take a 35-26 lead. But 


~~. 


Cincinnati fell apart after unprepared first- 
round pick Akili Smith, who had an extend- 
ed training-camp holdout, had to replace 
cramping QB Jeff Blake late in the game. 
The result was a 36-35 Bengals loss. 

After that, the Bengals lost a home game 
vs. San Diego, a team they were supposed 


* to beat, and didn't even look like they were 


trying. From that point, it was the same old 
thing — a 1-10 start before the team rallied 
to win three in a row as the players tried to 
save both their own jobs and head coach 
Bruce Coslet's. Coslet’s contract is up after 
this season, so the Bengals will be much 
more inclined to fire him unless he turns the 


ana 
= 
= 
= 


team around, even if he has a fast finish. 
What Coslet, who is known as a players’ 
coach, needs is a strong start. 


Offense 


Coslet’s greatest success has come as an 
offensive coordinator. But when he tried to 
be both a head coach and offensive coordi- 
nator with the Jets, he was a bust on both 
fronts. That’s why he has Ken Anderson as 
his coordinator in Cincinnati. But don’t 
think for a minute that Coslet does not 
have a lot of input into the offense. With 
the addition of Florida State’s top two wide 
receivers, Peter Warrick and Ron Dugans, 
look for the Bengals to use a lot of three- 
WR formations with Warrick, a great run- 
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ner after the catch and on reverses, in the 
slot and Dugans and Darnay Scott outside. 


QUARTERBACKS » Smith, the third overall 
pick in °99, has been forgiven for his ill- 
advised rookie holdout. He will be the 
starter now that Blake is in New Orleans, 
Smith started four games last season 
before a toe injury shelved him for the sec- 
ond half of the season. Of all the quarter- 
backs in the class of 99, Smith has the best 
set of tools. He is big, strong, fast, athletic 
and has a cannon for an arm. At least 
according to the IQ test the NFL gives 
prospects, he is a near-genius. But like 
most young quarterbacks, he does not play 
like a genius on the field. The mental part 
will be the key for him. Although he was 
an older rookie who had played pro base- 
ball, Smith showed some immaturity in the 
way he taunted opponents and took things 

personally. His actions after beating the 

Browns, who took Tim Couch 

instead of him in the draft, were 

bush league. Scott Mitchell 

could turn out to be a fine backup 

for Smith. Mitchell always has had 

the size and throwing ability to be a very 

good player, but he lacked the proper 

makeup, personality and toughness to be a 

starter and a team’s multimillion-dollar 

savior. He will face much less stress com- 
ing off the pine as the underdog. 


RUNNING BACKS « In his first three NFL 
seasons, Corey Dillon rushed for 1,129 
yards and 4.8 yards per carry as a rookie, 
1,130 and 4,3 as a sophomore and 1,200 
and 4.6 last season despite missing the 
finale. At presstime he was a restricted free 
agent who wanted out of Cincinnati. A 
power runner with speed and skills, Dillon 
can catch the ball and block and can be a 
key component in anyone’s offense. But 
dating back to his troubled teen-age years, 
he has a history of always thinking the 
grass is greener on the other side of the 
fence and is always looking to move on. 
Undrafted free agent Michael Basnight 
started the last game of the 99 season with 
Dillon sidelined and rushed for 86 yards. 
Basnight is a 225-to-230-pound back with 
competitive speed and good run skills. 
Rookie Curtis Keaton has blazing speed 
but may not be a heavy-duty back. If Dil- 
lon isn’t around, the Bengals can rotate 

Basnight and Keaton. Ki-Jana Carter 

was cut, The Bengals are still look- 

) ing at fullback, but they hope 

Nick Williams, who was hurt a 

lot as a rookie in °99, will emerge. 

Williams did some heavy-duty block- 

ing for Edgerrin James at Miami (Fla.) 

and can catch the ball. The grade here goes 
to a “D” without Dillon, 


RECEIVERS » Tony McGee is one of the 
more talented all-around tight ends in foot- 
ball, and he has been very durable, starting 
103 straight games. But the Bengals rarely 
throw him the ball, and he seems to have 
let the way the team is going effect his con- 
centration. As a result, he has had way too 
many careless drops, and his blocking 
intensity is not always what it should be. 
Marco Battaglia was drafted in the second 


PFW PROJECTIONS 


Has the weapons: at pa Bengals 
need his growing pains to be brief. 


ABTRELL HAWES vs. THE FIELD 

Tom Garter is a probable starter on the left 
side. Hawkins will have to fend off several 
contenders to hold a job in this Se ed 


Corey Dillon is happy, Soh develops and 
the team gets off to a good Start for a change. 


Another wretched start kills the season and 
costs Bruce Coslet his job. 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


DT Tom ‘Barndt, DE Vaughn Booker, OB 
a | “OL Scott Rehberg, S Darryl 


1/4 WR Peter Wal 


round in ’96 but has never really panned 
out because he has a hard time getting sep- 
aration as a receiver and is not a very good 
blocker. WR Carl Pickens will almost cer- 
tainly be traded after the Bengals drafted 
Warrick and Dugans in the first and third 
rounds, respectively. Pickens’ play has fall- 
en off in the past three seasons, and he is 
no longer viewed as one of football’s best 
receivers. The million-dollar question is 
whether Pickens has declined because of 
age or because he has been unhappy, sulk- 
ing and not working as hard as he needs to. 
He is still a big receiver with marvelous 
ball skills. He never was a burner, but in 
the old days every jump ball was his, and 
he was a very competitive player on the 
field. Scott does not have Pickens’ pillow- 
soft hands or great ball skills, but he does 
have tremendous size, speed and jumping 
ability and is a good runner after the catch, 


The best thing that happened to Warrick 
and the Bengals is that they also got 
Dugans, who is to Warrick what Cris 
Carter is to Randy Moss. Warrick is a 
superior football talent with an erratic 
work ethic and very little maturity. Dugans 
is a very dedicated player who is mature 
beyond his years. While both run about a 
4.55 40, Dugans is a sure-handed, reli- 
__ able, possession receiver, and Warrick 
is a gamebreaker who turns into 
the roadrunner once he catches 
the ball. Don’t be surprised if the 
Bengals use a lot of three-WR sets 
with Warrick lined up in the slot so that 
they can put him in motion and make it 
hard for the defense to double or jam him. 


OFFENSIVE LINE « There are some scouts 
who feel Willie Anderson is the best offen- 
sive right tackle in football when he is 
focused and in shape. Anderson gets too 
big and sluggish at times, but when he’s in 
shape, he is a dominating run blocker who 
is athletic enough to play on the left side of 
the line. OLT Rod Jones is a very good ath- 
lete with size who still has too many lapses 
in concentration and technique but is get- 
ting better and better. Rich Braham may be 
better at center than he was at guard. He is 
a tough muscleman with good strength and 
adequate balance. Matt O’ Dwyer is one of 
the strongest, nastiest and most physical 
guards in the game, but he is not very 
instinctive and does not get good fits. Fora 
smart guy from Northwestern, he does a 
lot of dumb things on the football field, 
and he tends to keep playing after the 
whistle blows. Brian DeMarco is a big, 
strong widebody with almost no 
movement skills at the other OG 

slot. He had back and elbow 

problems in 99. Mike Goff could 
P challenge one of the guards if he is 
healthy. DeMarco can also play right 
tackle, where the backup is former Steelers 
first-round pick Jamain Stephens, who 
does not have a very good feel for the 
game but is huge and powerful. 


The Bengals had four fairly recent first- 
round picks and two recent second- 
rounders on their defense last season, but 
they still gave up 460 points, including 290 
points in the first halves of games. They 
really struggled to play Dick LeBeau’s ver- 
sion of the zone-blitz defense for two 
years, and by the end of the ’99 season 
they had gone from a 3-4 scheme to a 4-3. 
During the offseason, Cincinnati brought 
back former first-round pick Darryl 
Williams to play safety and provide leader- 
ship and added two potential DL starters 
Via free agency in Vaughn Booker and Tom 
Barndt. 


DEFENSIVE LINE = John Copeland has 
developed into one of the game’s better 
defensive ends now that he has really com- 
mitted to the offseason program more and 
improved his strength. He lacks the great 
explosive speed off the edge to be a top 
pass-tush guy, but he is active, athletic and 
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quicker and more agile than you might 
expect. Barndt, a former Chief, is a hard- 
working, blue-collar, great-effort defensive 
tackle with better skills than you would 
expect. He has a good feel inside and 
grows on you when you watch him play. 
Former Steelers DT-NT Oliver Gibson is 
an undersized, pumped-up, big-effort, hus- 
tle-and-heart player with pretty good 
quickness, but he is on the ground too 
much and is not very gifted. Former Chief 
and Packer Vaughn Booker is supposed 
to start at left end and should be an 
upgrade but not a long-range 
answer. It’s now or never for for- 
mer first-round pick Reinard Wil- 
son, who has to become the pass rush- 
er he was drafted as because he is a DE- 
OLB tweener who lacks the feel for line- 
backer. He has been kept around because 
he was a first-rounder, not because he was 
contributing much. 


LINEBACKERS » Takeo Spikes and Brian 
Simmons, both *98 first-round picks, have 
led the team in tackles in each of their first 
two years in the league. (Spikes finished 
first in that category in °98, while Sim- 
mons led last season.) Spikes is the better 
leader and player and has much better 
instincts. He is a great competitor, loves to 
play, has very good feet and rarely gets 
= caught up in the wash. He will play 

on the weak side in the new 4-3, 
* while Simmons will probably be 
in the middle. Simmons is a little 
bigger and more athletic, but his 
instincts are just average. That’s why 
Spikes looks much faster on the field, even 


though Simmons may run a little faster 
than Spikes. Steve Foley will play on the 
strong side. He is strong and physical and 
had three sacks in Week 11 vs. the Ravens 
but recorded just half a sack and very few 
big plays in the other 15 games. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS = Williams gives the 
Bengals leadership and direction in the 
secondary. He has good ball skills and still 
has pretty good speed and range, and he 
can play centerfield and allow the Bengals 
to move Cory Hall to strong safety. How- 
ever, Williams’ tackling technique is 
inconsistent at best, and it needs to get bet- 
ter. He also tends to play a very deep cen- 
terfield. Hall, who started the last 12 
games of his rookie season at free safety, is 
fast and physical with good speed, but he 
does not play the ball well enough to be a 
free safety. The big concern with him is 
that he has almost no anticipation and 
needs to wait for things to unfold to react, 
which often negates his sub-4.5 speed. At 
cornerback, *98 second-round pick Artrell 
Hawkins has started for two seasons and 
been a liability in both years. He is very 
erratic and seems to get down on himself 
too easily, He tries to come across as being 
a really cocky, confident player, but he 
may lack mental toughness. Charles Fish- 
er, Cincinnati’s “99 second-rounder, was 
handed a starting job last season, but he 
blew out his knee in the opener and is now 
questionable for the start of the 2000 sea- 
son. Some even fear his career could be 
over almost before it began. After Fisher 
was hurt, former indoor player Rodney 
Heath started nine games and had two key 
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interceptions against Kordell Stewart when 
the Bengals upset the Steelers in Week 12. 
But Heath may not be gifted enough to 
match up with most NFL receivers one on 
one. That’s why the Bengals quickly 
claimed Tom Carter and inserted him into 
the lineup after the Bears waived him. 
Carter is a former first-round pick 
with great speed and athletic abili- 
ty, but many have questioned his 
instincts, heart and toughness. 
Perhaps getting a pink slip was a 
wake-up call for him. Mark Roman was 
drafted at the top of Round Two to either 
start or be the nickel corner. He can also 
play safety. Robert Bean is another CB 
possibility. 


Because of injuries, Craig Yeast 
returned just 10 punts as a rookie, but he 
took two for touchdowns and averaged 
20.9 yards per return. Tremain Mack is one 
of the best special-teamers and kickoff 
returners in football. PK Doug Pelfrey has 
slipped the past two years, but he is young 
enough to bounce back if the Bengals can 
find a holder he is comfortable with. Pel- 
frey will be challenged by rookie Neil 
Rackers, who is a better kickoff man. Find- 
ing an adequate punter has been a problem 

since Lee Johnson was released. Brad 
Costello has a strong leg but is incon- 

sistent, Kickoff coverage was a plus 
in °99, but punt coverage was a 
minus. The Bengals also did a 
very good job of blocking for their 
return men. 


a WK 4 WK13! WK14)  WK16)  WK17 TOTALS 
OPPONENT TEN. | S.F.[ GLEV.| BALT.| JAX.| | 
Score 35-36 44-30 | 44-28 | 0-22 7-24 
Total net yards 398 ATE | 459 | 241 236 5277 
Rushing yards 201 151 279 | 93 110 2051, 
Passing yards 197 325 | 180 | 148 126 3226 
Rushing plays 42 26 53 | 25 18 442 | 
Sacks allowed 1 2 0} 7 3 49 
Had intercepted. | _ 2) a= 18 
Fumbles lost Oo} 

Yards penalized | = S79]  =§6s Ss 40} 
Punts 


Time of poss. 3 ‘37:37 | x 
Total net yards 403 | | 440 5497 
Rushing yards 69 | r af. 1 Sa Pee ial 130) 1435/1699 
Passing yards 334 | 175 | 197 187 | gal 225 280| 437 H2| 1 305 8796 | 
Rushing plays 18) 35} 18 37} 26 | 3 | _ 23} Wi 4 Bl 454 
Sacks allowed 2 4 i. | | rl 2 36 
Had intercepted 1 ) ry 0 
Fumbles fost 3. tt) 
Yards penalized 61 7 | 
Punts ve 
Basnight 6-27-0 | 5-38-0 | _1-(-1}-0 | 11-26-0 411-0) 1-1-0} | _ 1-0-0 4-35-0 | 
| Blake 11-900) 360) 4590] 2140 {312-0 2400) $341] 5-34-0| 5-27-0[ 11-251] 3-18-0| 428-0! 4220] 330! 63-3922) 
Dillon 21-66-1 | 12-97-0 | 20413-0|  15-39-0 | 28-168-0| 16-78-0| 6-7-0] 1492-0] 16-810) 14-33-0 | 15-74-0 | 23-120-0 | 25-133-1 | 28-1923 | 10-27-0 | 265-1200-5 | 
Smith 100) 240] | 3-121 390] 370] 4420] 340-0] tf ae | i eae! ee 19-414-1 | 
Williams _ = | | 3-4-0 | 4-16-0 | t __ 3-8-0] | __10-30-0 
Yeast | I | 4-(-13)-0 | | = 7-(-3)-0 [ 2-(-16)-0 
PASSING ** 
Blake | 18-31-2] 7-160] 2443-1] 1223-0] 57-0] 1323-0) 16-352] 16-920] 20-39-2] 15-284] 21-30-0| 11-220] 2037-2] 13-232] 218-389-12 
Ne _182-2 | 68-1 251-0| 114-0 52-1 155-1 | 287-4 236-1 246-3 | 241-1 934-4 1761 187-0 141-0 2670-16 
Smith 1-2-0) 10-171 718-1 | 25-420] 19-08-2| 12-240] 6-122 80-183-6 
_ | _11-0:| 100-0 77-0| _221-2| 207-0| 122-0 67-0. 805-2 
Basnight 1-6-0 [ 347-0| 2-70 19-0] 2200] 15-0] 140] 240] 358-0)  16-1720| 
Battaglia 17-0 | _ 3-30-0 2450/  245-0 } 1-23-0 32401 — | 1-30-0 ___ | 4-6-0 7 44-153-0 
Dillon 241-0 324-0[ 1-0-0 2-24-0 160] 225-0) — [337-0] 1-15-0[ 3-200) 5-77-1| 2200 5-90-0 _[31-290-4 
| Griffin 1-7-0| 3-34-0 4460| 1-7-0) i | { 1-8-0 | 12-112-0 
[Groce _—| 230 13-01 1-90) [220-0 5-26-0 | | 212-0 20-0] 1-14-0| 251540 
Jackson 5-60-14 15-0| 333-0] 1-13-0 339-0 | 2.92-1 | 4-75-0| 2-17-0| _4-47-0 1-8-0] 1-11-0 | 1-5-0 1-7-0 | _-31-369-2 
McGee 2141] 232-1] 1-240| 1-15-01 3330] 1-7-0] | 218-0 5-770] 2490/ 2-18-0 | 4-12-0| 327-0] 7-18-0 | 26-444-2 
Pickens 321-0] 2400] 5468-0] 2300] 7-382! 453-0) 3-460] 231-0] 4-1041| 4280| 2541] 241-0| 7-1072| 3-460) 4-380! 3-31-0| 57-7376 
Scott 7-80-0| 6-88-0| 7-78-0| 6610| 61100| 1-110) 5454) 211-0 §-65-1| 567-2| 41231] 3801] 2-75-14| 5-890] 227-0] 68-1022-7 
Willams 217-0 22] 1416-07 215-0 [327-0 | 10-96-0 | 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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Cincinnati Bengals : 7 
One Paul Brown Stadium & 71 Anderson, Willie oT 6-5 340 5 Auburn 14/14 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 @ 33 Armour, JoJuan SS 5-17 220 2 Miami (Ohio) 2/0 
be tend sonatiean = 90 Bankston, Michael DE 6-5 285 9 SamHoustonStale 16/9 
! RO es ee = 93 Barndt, Tom DT 63 300 5 Pittsburgh 16/13 
Stadium: Paul Brown Stadium 1. 
Capacity; 65,600 « 35 Basnight, Michael HB 6-1 235 2 North CarolinaA&T 13/1 
i = Playing surface: Grass = 89 Battaglia, Marco TE 6-3. 252 5 Rutgers 16/0 
Bruce Coslet 1999 record: 4-12; Fifth in AFC Central mw 49 Bean, Robert CB 5-11 178 FR Mississippi 
= 36 Bennett, Brandon HB 5-11 220 2 South Carolina 0/0 
President: Mike Brown = 37 Blackmon, Roosevelt CB 6-1 185 3 Morris Brown 5/3 
Senior vice president: Pete Brown; Exec. V.P.; Katie Blackburn; Vice president: Paul @ _18 Boies, Josh P 6-4 220 1 Temple 0/0 
Brown; Vice president: John Sawyer; Director of pro/college personnel: Jim Lippincott; ~ 96 Booker, Vaughn DE 6-5 300 7 Cincinnati 14/14 
Scouting: Duke Tobin, Frank Smouse a 12 Boyd, LaVell WR 6-3 208 RF _Louisville 
Head coach; Bruce Coslet = 74 Braham, Rich Cc 6-4 305 7 West Virginia 16/16 
Assistant coaches: Ken Anderson, offensive coordinator, Paul Alexander, offensive line, & 44 Brown, Ricky FB 5-11 225 RA Texas 
Jim Anderson, running backs; Loule Cioffi, defensive staff asst,; Mark Dufiner, linebackers; @ 58 Buckwalter, Alan OLB 6-1 235 AR NW Missouri State 
Ray Horton, defensive backs; Tim Krumrie, defensive line; Dick LeBeau, asst. head . 88 Bush, Steve TE-LS 63 258 4 Arizona State 13/0 
coach/defensive coordinator, Steve Mooshagian, wide receivers, Al Roberts, special tm 32 Carter, KiJana HB 5410 222 6 PennSt. 3/0 
teams; Frank Verducci, tight ends; Kim Wood, strength and conditioning. a 21 Carter, Tom CB 60 190. 8 NotraDame 14/8 
: ® 17 Chalmers, Marvin WR 6-2. 210 R Wake Forest 
| % 61 Coats, Tony OG 6-6 305 2 Washington 0/0 
~ 92 Copeland, John DE 6-3 287 8 Alabama. —s——s16/16 
WR 86 SCOTT 8 Dugans* 85 Hundon ® 8 costal, Brad F - ai a0 é PTS : oe 
y > 7 ington, Sco! jami (Fla. 
Eo ee aes SISIPpens = 98 Curtis, Canute OLB 6-2 256 4 West Virginia 15/0 
OLG 72 O'DWYER 63 Goff & re 
. 73 DeMarco, Brian OG 6-7 323 6 Michigan State 77 
C_74 BRAHAM 62 Gutierrez ® _28 Dillon, Corey RB 6-1 225 4 Washington 15/15 
ORG 73 DeMARCO 61 Coats w _66 Dorley, Doug Cc 6-3 296 R BowlingGreen 
ORT 71 ANDERSON 79 Rehberg § 76 Doughty, Mike OT 6-7 305 1 Notre Dame 0/0 
TE 82 McGEE 89 Battaglia 83 Vaughn 48 St. Louis* 2 8 Dugans, Ron WR 6-2 205 R Florida State _ 2 
WR B80 WARRIGK* 84 Yeast 87 Griffin mm 29 Fisher, Charles CB 6-0 185 1 West Virginia Ww 
= ® 65 Fleischhauer,Dave DT 6-4 275 RR Penn State 
QB 11 SMITH 19 Mitchell 4 Covington _15 Kresser = 95 Foley, Steve OLB 6-8 260 3 Louisana-Monroe 16/16 
RB 28 DILLON# 35 Basnight _.29 Keaton” 24 Shaw = _99 Gibson, Oliver DT 6-2 315 6 Notre Dame 16/16 
FB 46 30 N. Williams mw 63 Goff, Mike OG 6-5 316 3 lowa 12/4 
Ces = 22 C2 Bly OG 3 2H6 4 Duke 80 
m 45 Gray, Brian FS 6-1 205 RA _ Brigham Young 
DLE 96 BOOKER _90 Bankston ® "87 Griffin, Damon WR-KR 5-9 186 2 Oregon — 330 
DLT 99 70 Steele & 46 Groce, Clif FB 5-11 245 4 Texas A&M 16/15 
DAT 93 BARNDT 97 Purvis js 62 Gutierrez, Brock C-OG 6-3 304 4 Central Michigan 16/0 
DRE 92 COPELAND 55 Wilson 94 Langford = 26 Hall, Cory ss 6-0 210 2 Fresno State 16/12 
SLB 95 FOU 08 Cri Se eee Sie wns Se a ee 
r ~ awkins, - nati 
MLB 56 SWMMONS 52 Granville __50 Peterson ® 22 Heath, Rodney CB 540 175 2 Minnesota 16/9 
WLB 51 SPIKES 57 Ross ® _20 Howard, Ty CB 5-10 190 4 Ohio State 12/3 
LCB 21 T. GARTER = 20 Howard 22 Heath 49 Bean* & .85 Hundon, James WR__6-1_ 173 4 Portland State 6/0 
RCB 27 HAWKINS 38 Roman 25 Fisher 37 Blackmon = 60 Jones, Rod OT 6-4 330 5 Kansas 16/15 
SS 26 HALL 42 Wright 33 Armour ” 2 peaten. carts a = a . vamnes Madison an 
a resser, Eric - 2 jarshal 
ae ee ee eaMiyers © "94 Langford, Jevon DE 6-3 290 5 Oklahoma State 12/7 
= _34 Mack, Tremain FS-KR 6-0 193 4 Miami (Fia.) 12/0 
P 6 COSTELLO 2 Morgan* mw _16 McDonald, Tariq WR 6-0 190 fF Arizona State _ 
PK 9 PELFREY 5 Rackers* - 82 McGee, Tony — TE 6-4 248 8 Michigan 16/16 
H_S-esrmue 22 Myo = 25 Myers, Grey S861 a0 Goboado Site 104 
aie = —— | Myers, Greg 1 2 olorado State 
PR 64 YEAST 80 bail 8 — 72 O'Dwyer, Matt OG 6-5 308 6 Northwestern 16/16 
KR 34 MACK 80 Warrick 84 Yeast = 77 Pegues, Chad DT 6-0 291 1 Illinois St. 0/0 
KC 48 ST. LOUIS* 88 Bush 50 Peterson = _9 Pelfrey, Doug PK 5-11 185 8 Kentucky 16/0 
* Rookie; # status undetermined at presstime a 50 Peterson, Ben MLB 6-3 250 _1_ Pittsburg (Kan.) Stale _3/0 
= (97 Purvis, Andre DOT 6-4 310 4 North Carolina 5/0 
3 @ 5 Rackers, Neil PK 6-0 205, A Illinois _ 
| 79 Rehberg. Scott OL 6-8 330 4 CentralMichigan 15/13 
All times Eastern ® 64 Roesler, Roger OG 6-5 315 R Texas 
DATE OPPONENT TIME Ti sae S 38 Roman, Mark CB 5-11 188 R Louisiana State 
Sept.3_ Open Sept. 12 At Tennessee (+10) 95-36 § 57 Ross, Adrian OLB 6-2 250 3 ColoradoState _—-16/10 
Sept. 10 Cleveland 1pm Sept. 19 San Diego (A) 7-34— s 86 Scott, Darnay WR 6-1 205 7 San Diego State 16/16 
Sept. 17 at Jacksonville i p.m. Sept. 26 At Carolina (+6) 3-27 24 Shaw, Sedrick HB 6-0 214 4 lowa__ = 4/0 
Sept. 24 at Baltimore ipm. | Oct St.Louis (4) 10-98 § 28 Simmons. Brian oo 288 3 ort ae 166 
Oct. 1 Miami 4:05 p.m, | Oct.10 At Cleveland (3) 1817 ® IEE sl ; x ee 
Oct 8 Tennessee ipm. | Oct,17_ Pittsburgh G55) 347 ® = ebeatnan. preys ae Bt = eet 1B Mississioy 
: s : m 51 Spikes, Takeo LB 6-2 243 3 Auburn 16/16 
Oct.15;_ at Pidsburgh pm. | Oct2d Al indianapolis“ (+10:5) 1031 8 “4g StiLouls, Brad TE-LS 6-3 246 RA SW Missouri State 
Oct.22 Denver 1 p.m. Oct.31 Jacksonville (+12.5) 10-41 = 70 Steele, Glen DT 6-4 300 3 Michigan 16/4 
Oct. 29 at Cleveland ip.m Nov.7 At Seattle (+13.5) 20-37 ~ 75 Stephens, Jamain OT 66 335 5 North Carolina A&T 72 
Nov.5 Baltimore 1 p.m. Nov. 14 Tennessee (+9.5) 14-24 §& 41 Thompkins, Gary ss 5-11_ 200 _R_West Virginia 
Nov. 12 _at Dallas ipm. | Nov.21 Baltimore (5.5) 31-34. @ _83 Vaughn, Damian TE ___6-4 _252__1_ Miami (Ohio) o/0 
Nov.19 atNewEngland 1pm. | Nov.28 AtPittsburgh (49.5) 27-20 m -80 Warrick, Peter WR-PR 5-11" 1185" R | Florida State 
Nov. 26 Pittsburgh pm, | Dec.5 San Francisco __(-935) 44-30. —co—vviletts, Mike Te ha eee 
: = Z : = _31 Williams,Darryl FS 6-0 202 9 Miami(Fia) 13/12, 
Bees seo PIOES | Recta Eevee (7) 44-28" = 30 Williams, Nick FB «6-2 267 2 Miami (Fla.) 11/0 
Dec: 10._at Tennessee ip.m. | Dec.19 BYE = 55 Wilson, Reinard DE 6-2 266 4 Florida State _15/0 
Dec.17 Jacksonville 1 p.m. Dec. 26 At Baltimore (47) 0-22 @ 42 Wright, Lawrence ss 6-1 215 3 Florida 14/0 
* 
Dec. 24 at Philadelphia 1pm. dan.2 At Jacksonville (410) 7-24 a 84 Yeast, Craig WR-PR 5-7 165 2 Kentucky 9/0 
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CLEVELAND 


f fter spending a bundle on free 
agents and getting what seemed 
I to be an early Christmas present 


Ny from the salary-cap-strapped 49ers, 
S| the Browns felt they were better than 


7 most expansion teams and were 
going to surprise a 
lot of people. 


SEN them, many of the 
free agents they 
signed failed to come close to living 
up to expectations. The result was a 


BE SSRSRRERERERAEURRSSASESRSRBReEee 


team that looked every bit like an 
expansion team. They were 
outscored by more than a 2-1 mar- 
gin, averaged only 71.9 rushing 
yards per game and gave up a 
league-high 2,736 rushing yards and 
29 rushing TDs. They were last in 
the league in time of possession and 
point differential and were blown out 
of a lot of games, especially early in 
the season. 

The good news is that Cleveland 
found a quarterback in Tim Couch, 


SSSR REKERE Ease 


PHOTO BY BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN 


who looks as though he can lead 
them to bigger things in the next 
decade, and about half a dozen 
other rookies who look to be keep- 
ers. This year they turned the first 
pick into a defensive impact player, 
DE Courtney Brown, who could be a 
cross between Kevin Carter and 
Bruce Smith. 


Offense 


The bad news for the Browns was their 


29.1 percent third-down conversion rate, 
their average of just 235.1 total yards and 
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71.9 rushing yards per game and the 60 § | 


sacks they allowed. The good news is how 8 


the team showed quarterly improvement s aj 
| 


under Couch in head coach Chris Palmer's 
offense. They averaged 6.5 points in 
Games 1-4, 12.0 in Games 5-8, 15.8 in 
Games 9-12 and 20.0 in Games 13-16. 
Couch started all but the first and last game 
of the season, missing the finale with a 
high-ankle sprain. 


QUARTERBACKS « The Browns’ original 
game plan was to start Ty Detmer until 
Couch was ready, thereby not throwing 
Couch to the wolves. But Detmer was 
awful in the season opener vs. the Steel- 
ers, and Cleveland rushed Couch into 
action. He took an unmerciful beating 
along the way, but by November was 
doing a number of good things. By sea- 
son’s end, he had convinced his team- 
mates that he was one tough hombre and 
that he had the goods to be an upper-ech- 
elon NFL quarterback. Couch is an accu- 
rate passer, a fine athlete and an above- 
average runner who, if anything, is too # 


tough for his own good and often puts s 


macho before caution. Detmer, who & 
looked terrible in the opener, was very } 
good in the finale and almost led the ® 
Browns to an upset of the mighty Colts. 
He lacks size and arm strength but has 
great intangibles and is a very smart 
quarterback who, unlike Couch, § 

does not hold on to the ball too § 

long and can feel and sense the # 

rush and avoid sacks. If Couch can = 


physically and mentally hang in there & | 


until the team can put a lot more good § 
people around him, he will have a very % 
bright future. He may not be Peyton Man- 
ning, but he could be at the next highest = 
level of quarerbacks. 


RUNNING BACKS « One of Couch’s prob- 
lems last season was that opponents knew . 
the Browns had to throw because they & 3 
could not run. Cleveland’s 2000 collection § 
of backs does not contain any Barry 
Sanders types either. Errict Rhett and 
Karim Abdul-Jabbar run hard and get what 
is there, but neither has any special skills. 
Both are hard-running journeymen, not § 
the kinds of No. | backs who can take ® 
pressure off a young quarterback. Rookie 
Travis Prentice is a little bigger, faster and 
niftier than the others and could be starting & 
before long. He was very, very productive = 

in college as he dominated the Mid- © 

American Conference. FB Mare ® 

Edwards catches the ball well but # 

is just an average blocker and H 

runner. Terry Kirby can be an § 

effective third-down back, buthe runs © 

too upright and without enough wiggle, : 

and he fumbles too much to be an every- = 
down back. 


RECEIVERS = Last season the Browns 2 
found out what the Saints and 49ers had 
already learned: that Irv Smith is a very § 
overrated tight end who will never be the § 
kind of player he was supposed to be when ® 


PFW PROJECTIONS 


MARQUIS SMITH 


After a disappointing rookie campaign, this. 
former third-round pick will be a starter. 


RB: 
ERRICT RHETT vs. TRAVIS PRENTICE 
Rhett enters the season as the starter and 
has better hands than Prentice, but the rookie 
has more speed, Terry Kirby's still in the mix. 


~ Team is more competitive earlier in the 
season and wins six or Seven games. 


~ Ending up with No. 1 overall pick in the 
draft for the third straight season, 


COMINGS AND GOINGS | 


‘S Percy Ellsworth, OL Everett Lindsay, DE 
Keith McKenzie, LB Marty Moore, OT Roman 
Oben, WR David Patten, RB Errict Rhett, DE 
Orpheus Roye 


OT Lomas Brown, TE James Dearth, DT 
John Jurkovic, CB Antonio Langham, S Mar- 
quez Pope, QB Jamie Martin, CB Ayan 


McNeil, OL Scott Rehberg, DE-OLB John 
Thierry 


AD/PM PLAYER, TOLLEGE 
4/1 OE Gourtney Brown. Penn State 


2/32. WR Dennis Northcutt Arizona 
3/63 RB Travis Prentice: Miami (Ohio) 
3/79 WRJaJuan Dawson Tulane 
4/95 CB Lewis Sanders Maryland 
4/110 TE Aaron Shea Michigan 
5/130 CB Anthony Malbrough) Texas Tech | 
5/146 DB Lamar Chapman Kansas State 
6/183. QB Spergon Wynn SW Texas St. 
6/206 OG Brad Bedell Colorado 
7/207 OG Manuia Savea Arizona. 
7/209_DE Eric Chandler Jackson State 
7/225 ‘S Rashidi Barnes) Colorado 


Campbell is big and tries hard but lacks 
speed and ability and is better suited to be 
a backup. Rookie Aaron Shea played both 
fullback and tight end in college and is a 
gifted receiver with size and above-aver- 
age speed. He can play H-back but must 
become a better blocker to play as a line- 
of-scrimmage tight end. WR Kevin John- 
son is not the burner the Browns drafted 
him as, but he is quick, productive, gets 
open, makes plays and is the closest thing 
the Browns have to a go-to guy. As a rook- 
ie, he caught 66 passes for 986 yards and 
eight TDs. Darrin Chiaverini is a big, 
strong, physical, sure-handed receiver 
who caught 33 balls in the last six games 
after getting a chance to start. He is not 


Notre Dame. Undrafted free agent Mark = Palmer’s system “but could be a good 


| he was a first-round pick coming out of : really fast enough to be a starter in 
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fourth wideout. Dennis Northcutt is sort of 
a poor man’s Peter Warrick and a great 
athlete who should make an impact as a 
rookie. Northeutt is a terrific receiver, 
returner and runner with great quick- 
ness and 4.4 speed, and unlike 
* Johnson, he plays to his timed 

speed, Fellow rookie JaJuan Daw- 
son has above-average speed, excel- 
lent receiving skills and good size. He 
could start ahead of Chiaverini, with 
Northcutt lining up in the slot. 


OFFENSIVE LINE = The Browns spent a 
mint putting this group together but got 
about 10 cents on the dollar in return, 
Cleveland’s rushers averaged just 71.9 
yards on the ground running behind this 
unit, and Browns passers were sacked 60 
times. Now it looks as though the leader of 
the line, ORT Orlando Brown, will not 
play this season as a result of the injury he 
suffered when an official’s weighted flag 


hit him in the eye. The other "99 OT } 


starter, Lomas Brown, was given his walk- 
ing papers. Ex-Giant Roman Oben will 
replace Lomas Brown at left tackle. Oben 
had started 48 straight games for the 
Giants at left tackle. He is very athletic, 
and in "97 it looked like he could be anoth- 
er Bruce Armstrong. But the past two sea- 
sons, Oben has been yery mediocre at best 
and has been a poor technician who got 
beaten on the edge a lot despite having 
quick feet. Granted, he played through a 


lot of injury problems, but too many of his 


problems were technical, not physical. 
Oben’s hand placement is poor, and he 
gets off-balance way too often for a player 
with his quick feet. The one high-priced 
free agent on this unit who may have been 
worth the money was C_ Dave 
Wohlabaugh, who may never be an All- 
Pro but is a tough, solid starter who will 
give an honest day’s work. OG Jim Pyne is 
an adequate starter who gets A’s for his 
h~ toughness and work ethic but C’s for 
» size and natural talent. If Orlando 
5c? Brown, a huge, massive, mean 
* and punishing blocker, can’t play 
right tackle, the Browns will try Steve 
Zahursky there. He is a young, promis- 
ing, athletic player who needs to develop 
his technique and playing strength. Everett 
Lindsay, a good No. 6 offensive lineman 
who can fill in at all five positions, will 
probably start at guard across from Pyne, 
unless Orlando Brown can play. In that 
case, Zahursky would play guard and 
Lindsay would be be the swing man. 


The Browns were so bad against the run 
in *99 that teams did not throw very often 
against them. Cleveland gave up 2,736 
rushing yards, 4.5 yards per carry and 29 
rushing touchdowns. Browns opponents 
also completed 63.3 percent of their pass- 
es and were picked off only eight times by 
the high-priced Cleveland defense and 
secondary. 


DEFENSIVE LINE « Roy Barker, coming 


off two double-digit sack years in the pre- 
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vious three seasons, was supposed to be 
the star in *99, Instead, he was so bad the 
Browns waived him. This offseason, 
Cleveland spent big bucks to sign ex- 
Steelers DL Orpheus Roye and ex-Pack- 
ers pass-rushing DE Keith McKenzie. 
Roye is big, strong and fast, is coming off 
his best season and can play end or tack- 
le. But his instincts are off, and he has a 
hard time finding the ball. He did have his 
best year as a pro in "99, The Packers felt 
McKenzie was better suited to be a situa- 
tional pass rusher than an every-down 


aie 


® biggest knock on the son of the former 
: Rams RB and current Rams scout 
= Lawrence McCutcheon is that he is short 
and can be outsized and outjumped. Mar- 
quis Smith is supposed to start at strong 
safety after an apprentice year when he 
® looked lost in coverage at times. Ex-Giant 

LINEBACKERS = This is the strongest © Percy Ellsworth was signed to play free 
part of the defense. Jamir Miller was one ® safety. He is a big, tall safety who will 
high-priced free agent who earned his § make a lot of plays on the ball and pick off 
money. He is big, strong, fast and athletic © passes, but he gambles a lot and gets 
and can play the run, rush the passer and ® caught out of position, lacks catch-up 
drop into coverage. As a rookie starter, = speed and is a very average tackler and 
MLB Wali Rainer made too many tackles © run-support player. Rookie Lewis Sanders 


young ballplayer, but he will see more 
double teams and be held more than you © 
can imagine. Thus, like Carter or Bruce 
Smith, he could struggle as a rookie and 
not make the kind of instant impact that = 
Jevon Kearse made in *99. 


CENTRAL 


player. McKenzie disagreed, but Green 
Bay has a very good track record of know- 
ing what its players are best suited to do. 
Remember that Desmond Howard left the 
Packers for the Raiders because Ron Wolf 
and Mike Holmgren said he could not be 
anything more than a fourth receiver and 
return man. Of the Browns” DL holdovers, 
Darius Holland can be an OK tackle. He 
was the team’s best defensive lineman in 
*99 before he sprained his knee. Derrick 


_ Alexander, a starter at end who also can 


play tackle, was coming off a knee injury 
and may not have been 100 percent. He is 
a tweener who is too linear to be a tackle 
and not fast enough at end. But he plays 
very hard and is a team guy who should 
get more than 2% sacks in 2000. 
Stalin Colinet is a real tough guy 
» who will give good effort, but 

he is limited, as Alexander is. 


down the field and was a step slow in coy- 
erage at times, but he was in on almost 
200 tackes and played an all-out emo- 
tional game with a lot of passion 
while showing good instincts. 
Rahim Abdullah, another rook- 
ie, started outside and seemed to 
wear down and lack strength. But 
he is tall and athletic and has a high 
upside if he will work hard to build up 
his body during the offseason. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS « In *99, the oan 
spent an awful lot of money on CBs Ryan 
McNeil and Antonio Langham and S-CBs 
Corey Fuller and Marquez Pope, and on 
paper they had a nice-looking secondary. 
But on the field, they were awful. Now all 
but Fuller are gone. He will move from 
safety to cornerback to team with Daylon 


® isa little stiff but has the size and speed to 


be either a cornerback or free safety and 

could start if he can improve his tran- 

sition movement. Other rookies 

who could help are Lamar Chap- 

man, Tony Marlbrough and 

Rashidi Barnes. Chapman is a CB- 

safety type who is on the small side. 

Marlbrough is a pure corner with speed, 
but he is short. Barnes is a pure safety. 


P Chris Gardocki has a very strong left 
leg and is a pretty good kickoff man to 
boot. But, while he averaged 43.8 yards 
per punt last season, he had too many very 
returnable, lower kicks that hurt his cover- 
age units. PK Phil Dawson got to attempt 

only 12 field goals, making eight, and 


wi 3 : 3 
Look for Courtney Brown to step = McCutcheon, who beat out Langham one » [7~ 24 PATs, making 23, so his grade is 
right in and start at one DE position, § game into the season as a rookie. § B inconclusive. KR Ronnie Powell 
probably on the left side, with Roye play- © McCutcheon is very small but is athletic, § & has great speed but is a work in 
ing tackle and McKenzie starting out at ® has good cover skills and, despite his lack = & progress. Johnson did not do much 
the other DE spot. Brown is a great, = of size, will support against the run. The as a punt returner. 
___ GAME-BY-GAME STATISTICS 
‘TEAM STATISTICS 
Ss z WK7| WKB) WKS! WK10] WK1T| wWk12| WK13| WK14| WK15|_ 
| ‘OPPONENT cL] NO.) BALT. | pirt.| GAR. | TEN.| —S.D./ GIN. | JAX. | 
Score : 3-34| 21-16] 9-41] —16-15| 17-31] 21-03] 10-23) 2eaa| 14-24 8 
[Total net yards | jc 43 | __170. 235 | 306 308 202} gas 269 | awe: : 
| Rushing yards 94) 62} 56 74 | 4g | 81 _55 | __ ni ai 
‘Passing yards 44 | 17a; et] ita] ton] 257 228 147] 312 | 173 | 
[rusting pays 9 i 3 15 | 211 20 | 21 | 19 24|_16/ it] 20] 26 | 313. 
| Sacks allowed 3 ys [ | 4 2] 3/ 6| 1/ Z 6/ 3| 6) | 60 
| Had intercepted 2 0} 1 _o] 1 o| 2 oO} 2] 1} 2 f) | au 15 | 
| Fumbles fost __| _2! 1) 0 1 oO) 1} 7) =2 
[Yards penalized | 23 7} a2 55 "25 64 20 29 
| Punts 6 5 8 ne | 8 3 6) 
Time of poss.__| . 
| Total net yards 2 046 
Rushing yards 102 68 | 2736 
[Passing yards { 20 | 3310 
Rushing plays | 3 [ 37] | “33 [ 610 
Sacks allowed | | 0 | oO 2| ) | | ral | 0 0 2 
Had intercepted oO} 0 A) eee aes) 0) 0| 2 } Of sat f) oO} oO} o 1} Oo} 8 
Fumbles lost, | | 0 0 2| ra 0! o| 3] 1] o| 1] ae ine 4] =i oO} 12 
‘Yards penalized | 26/70 65 5a| 70] 55 | 30 | x [ 23 | o/s] | | 57 | 0 7716 
Punts 1 4 il 6 | 7] 4] 3] 4] 6] 3 4 | 3] 3 5 
‘AbdulJabbar | ai! | Laas hoe 6-27-0 | 9-23-0[ 1856-0] 7-11-0] 1595-0] 10290] 5100] 1336-0] 1984-0] 115-3500 
Couch | | _s40-0| 649-0| 311-0| _1-6-0| 2360] 260-0| 250] 4-7-0 of 215-0] 6-16-0| _5-29-1 4-4-0] 1-0-0 | 40-267-1 
Dawson [eT oH See | = fa | 14-1 
[Dotmer | 1-10 I i | ce [420] 2990/84] 6381] 
Edwards [14-0 | 250] TSH F | i 10) 4-0-0 | ¥-28-0 6-35-0 
G. Jones | | | 42.0] 614-0) 1-(-1)0 | | } | 815-0 i 
| Kirby 510-0 | 10-40-0| 18-51-0| 15-71-0| 15:57-1| 22-71-0| 6120! 6-180| 6-190! 130| 6221) 4470| 4210) 354| 4144| 521-2] 190-4526 L 
= 
Couch O-S-1 | 12-:24-0| 13-321 | 13-28-0 15-27-1 | 18-23-0 } 22-40-2 | 11-19-0 | 921-1) 18-28-1| 29-462 19-35-0 18-29-2 | 16-28-2 | 10-16-0 | 223-399-132 
a 0-0} 134-1! 123-1) 201-1! 164-0 161-1 | 185-0) 193-3) 57-0 | 199-2 259-1 262-2 184-1 | 239-2 86-0) 2447-15 
Datmer 613-1 | } 715-1 6-13-0 | is 24- 0] ~46-25-0 47-91-2 ~ 
52-0 | metho | | | BI-1 4 B91) 153-1] 173-9) 548-4 ti 
— sa a RECEIVING =~ - 
| Abdul-Jabbar _| I 2-8-0 | | 1-2-0} 1-7-0) 220) 11-0) 1-210) 2-74 1-4-0) 2-7-0 13-59-1 = 
Campbelt 226-0 | | | i rites z [1-120] 4-21-0] 2250) i420| 2s30| es Gee a 
[Chiaverini | | | 2230] 1-100] 545-0] r _| | 3440/6721] 451-0] 446-0 [ae 10-108-1 | 3-40-14 44-487-4 hay 
Davis_ | =i =a | | | | 4-25-0 | 113-0 [ 2-8-0 & 
Edwards 15-0 __ | 346-0 | 2200] 3350| peo! 2a71[ 290] 4224) 280] 1-20] at 130] 210-0| 1-25-0| 27-2122] | & 
1. Smith a 12-0 | 318-0! a310| | —2-9-0| | 226-0] 1-30) 1-160] 3331] 436-0| 4-48-0| 24-222-4 wi 
Johnson _ 249-0 { 46241) 2te4 | 61314] 5730/3960] 3350/7 4e62| 3430| 5731| 666-0/ 6901] 541-1 7-150| 454-0| 229-0] 66.9868] |. 
Kirby 1.20| 227-0) 7750| 4990) 4300] 3211] 6180) 1-80) 5521| 2400] 9700] 4861) Sas0| 2200/ 240 1-8-0 | 58-528-3 o 
Shepherd 2.320| 1-7-0 1-140| 1-80) 3220 6-850] 45201 32301 231-01 [ 23-274-0 i 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, grass yards gained and touchdowns 
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Cleveland Browns ea NO. HAME POS. HI. WT. EXP. COLLEGE 
Lou Groza Boulevard © 53 Abdullah, Rahim LB 6-5 233 2 Clemson 16/13 
Berea, Ohio 44017 e _94 Alexander, Derrick DE 6-4 286 6 Florida State 16/16 
440/891-5000 = 19 Allamon, Kyle_ TE 6-2 247 R_ Texas Tech 
Official Website: www.clevelandbrowns.com = 28 Barnes, Rashidi DB 5-11 205 _R_ Colorado 
}) Stadium: Cleveland Browns Stadium = 63 Bedell, Brad OL 6-4 299 R Colorado 
Capacity: 73,200 = 70 Bell, Geno _ DL 6-3 290 1 Arkansas 0/0 
Playing surface: Grass = _92 Brown, Courtney DE 6-4 266 R Penn State 
Chris Palmer 1999 record: 2-14; Sixth in AFC Central ® 77 Brown, Orlando OT 6-7. 350 8 South Carolina State 15/15 
= e 65 Bundren, Jim Cc 6-3 303 2 Clemson 16/1 
Owner: Al Lerner = 83 Campbell, Mark TE 6-6 253 2 Michigan 14/4 
President-CEO: Carmen Policy; V.P.-director of football operations: Dwight Clark; - 79 Chandler, Eric DE 6-6 285 RR Jackson State 
Director-player personnel: Joe Collins; College personnel coordinator: Phil Neri; Pro = —§9 Chanoine, Roger OT 6-4 295 1 Temple 1/0 
personnel coordinator: Kaithy Kidd = 27 Chapman, Lamar DB _6-0__176_R_ Kansas Slate 
Head caseh: Chris Palmer = 84 Chiaverini, Darrin WR 6-2 210 2 Colorado 16/8 
Fe ee sey anes, _ een Leal ee Pah erie - = 93 Colinet, Stalin DE 6-6 288 4 Boston College 11/9 
armichael Jr, ends/ofiensive asst; Pete Carmichael Sr., offensive inator, r > T 
Romeo Crennel, Hale aiod Gor inibier Hkaianve line; Jon Fabris, defensive/special teams - # oes oe ne i Kentucky a 
asst; Jerry Holmes, defensive backs; John Hufnagel, quarterbacks; Tim Jorgensen, ®@ 88 Dawson, JuJuan WR 61197. R Tulane 
strength, Joe Kim, asst, strength, Mark Michaels, special teams; Ray Perkins, running - 
backs; Mike Pitts, defensive asst.; Tony Sparano, offensive line. = _4 Dawson, Phil PK 5-11 _190__2 Texas 15/0 
= 11 Detmer, Ty __ QB 6-0 194 9 BYU 5/2 
’ OJECTED GHART - “62. Duff, Bill OL 6-3 285 2 Tennessee 5/0 
— = (81 Dunn, Damon WR 5-9 182 1 Stanford 1/0 
4 ze Dyra, Jeff DT 6-4 292 R_Northwestern 
. j 44 Edwards, Marc _ FB 6-0 229 4 Notre Dame 16/14 
WE 8 Rese" _.86 Northculle” — 87-Davie 82 Patton ___§ 43 Ellsworth, Percy DB 6-2 225 5 Virginia 14/44 
OLT_72 OBEN 68 Ruhman = 70 Estes, STeve OL 6-6 286 R Colgate o/0 
OLG 71 PYNE 63 Bedell” m= _ 3 Forney, Travis PK 5-9 161 _R_ Penn State _ 0/0 
WOHLABUAGH m 24 Fuller, Cor DB 5-10 217 6 Florida State 16/16 
a Seen ® 60 Gantous, Mike DE 62 287 A Louisville 
ORG 61UNDSAY _67 Savea" ® 17 Gardocki, Chris P64 200 10 Clemson 
ORT 77 0. BROWN 75 Zahursky a = _67 Gunn, Marcus LB 6-3 255 R_ Northeastern St {Oa 
TE 83 CAMPBELL —s 35 Shea” 89 Palmer ~ 34 Hill, Mace RB 5-11 199 1 Arkansas 
s a 73. Holland arius _DT 65 320 6 lorado ahi 
WR 64 CHIAVERA _88.J. Dawson’ _81 Dunn = = _74 Hollowell, Todd ‘OL 67294 _R Wake Forest 
QB 2 COUCH 11 Detmer 13 Wynn* = 31 Jackson, Raymond DB 5-10 189 5 Colorado State 14/0 
__RB 23 RHETT 42 Kirby 41 Prentice 34 Hill = 85 Johnson, Kevin WR 5-10 188 2 Syracuse 16/16 
ieaish) = : 15 Jones, Dwaune WR 6-0 191 R_ Richmond 
FB 44 EDWARDS — 40 Saleh & 56 Jones, Lenoy LB 6-1 235 5 Texas Christian 16/1 
es = § 39 Jones, Michael FB 6-1 238 R_ Hampton 
DLE 92.6. BROWN* 79 Chandler* a 54 Kerr, Jeff LB 6-4 238 _R_ East Carolina 
= oe aaa a = ® 42 Kirby, Te RB 6-1 213-8 Virginia “16/10 
DLT _73 NOLAND Be. Thomypson = = 97 ROA Ryan pT 65 290 4 Virginia 16/0 
_ DAT 99 ROYE 93 Colinet 91 Spriggs m 57 Kyle,Jason LB 6-3 242 6 Arizona State 0/0 
DRE 90 McKENZIE 94 Alexander = 78 LaMontagne, Noel OL 6-4 301 RF Virginia 
wT > Gunn’. = 63 Lawless, Tramont LB 6-3. 254 R_Memphins 
LLB ES SEES 62 Gum Saipeones ® 61 Lindsay, Everett OL 6-4 302 7 Mississippi {é/i6 
MLB 58 RAINER 55 Moore = _20 Little, Ean DB 6-0 191 3 Miami (Fla,) 9/0 
_RLB SS .MMLER = 56L.Jones  _—‘57 Kyle _ & 12 Lowe, Jeff WR__5-11_ 190 A Syracuse 
. FULLER . . mw _26 Malbrough, Anthony DB 5-8 178 R Texas Tech 
a esSanters Seeepiae = = 48 Matthews, Trevon TE 6-2 245 R_ South Carolina 
_RCB 33 McGUTCHEON 31 Jackson 26 Malbrough’ | § 50 McCombs, Tony LB 6-2 256 3 Eastern Kentucky 0/0 
SS 21 SMITH 20 Little = _ @ 33 McCutcheon, Daylon CB 5-8 180 2 USC 16/15 
FS 43 ELLSWORTH 29 McTyer — - 90 McKenzie, Keith DL 6-3 266 5 Ball State 16/2 
m _66 McKinney, Jeremy OT 6-6 301 1 lowa 0/0 
|: PCR TS | = (22 McTyer, Tim DB. 5-11 181 4 BYU 2/2 
___P_17 GARDOCKI 7 m _98 Miller, Arnold DE 6-3 239 2 Louisiana State 9/0 
PK AP ae ~ 95 Miller, Jamir LB 6-5 266 7 UCLA 156 
- —— = m _55 Moore, Marty LB 6-1 245 7 Kentucky 1 
H 17 GARDBGKI =. ® 86 Northcutt, Dennis WR 5-10 175 A Arizona 
PR 86 NORTHCUTT* 82 Patten = 72 Oben, Roman OT 6-4 305 5 Louisville 16/16 
KR 62 PATTEN 25 Sanders’ 42 Kirby = 59 Ogle, Kendall LB 6-0 231 2 Maryland 2/0 
KC 97 KUEHL ne ane = & 60 O'Hara, Shaun c 6-3 287 R_ Rutgers 
— a m@ 89 Palmer, Randy TE 6-4 235 2 Texas A&M-Kingsville 3/0 
* Rookie § _82 Patten, David WR 5-9 193 4 Western Carolina 16/0 
m _80 Powell, Ronnie _ WR 5-10 174 2 Northwestern State 14/0 
2000 SCHEDULE 1999 - 41 Prentice, Travis RB 5-11. 221 R_ Miami (Ohio) 
, = _71 Pyne, Jim OG 6-2 297 7 Virginia Tech 16/16 
All times Eastern Pointspread refers to Cleveland ® 58 Rainer, Wali LB 6-2 235 2 Virginia 16/15 
DATE OPPONENT TIME © 23 Rhett, Errict RB 6-11 211 7 Florida 16/10 
Sept.3 Jacksonville 1pm. | Sept. 12 Pittsburgh (+6) 0-43 ® 36 Robinette, Greg DT 62 285 R West Virginia ja 
Sept. 10 at Cincinnati 1 p.m. Sept. 19 At Tennessee (+15) 9-26 ~ a Role, Goer BE 55 ae i Alabama State Te16 
Sopt. 17_ Pittsburgh 1pm. | Sept.26 AtBaltimore (+125) 10-17 "68 Ruhman.Chris OT 6-5 921 3 Texas A&M 5/2 
Sept, 24 at Oakland 4:15 p.m. Oct.3 New England (+12.5) 7-19 ™ 40 Saleh, Tarek FB 6-0 240 4 Wisconsin 16/0. 
Oct.1 Baltimore 1 p.m, Oct.10 Cincinnati (+3) 17-18 § 3 Sanders. Lewis oe a on e Maryland 
c F r a vea, Manuia : rizona 
Oct,8 at Arizona 4:15 p.m Oct.17 At ae aa (+17.5) 7-24 & _35 Shea, Aaron TE 6-3 256 R Michigan 
Oct. 15 at Denver 4:05 p.m Oct.24 At St. Louis (+19) 3-34 5 46 Shuck, Kofi WR 61174 R_ Wyoming 
Oct. 22 at Pittsburgh 1pm. | Oct.31 AtNew Orleans (+9) 21-16 m 74 Simpson, Teto DE 6-4 +271 _R_North Carolina 
Oct. 29 Cincinnati 1pm Nov.7 Baltimore (43.5) 9-41 § 21 Smith, Marquis Ss 6-2 213 2 California 16/2 
Nov.5 N.Y. Giants tpm Nov, 14 At Pittsburgh (14) 16-15 8 47 Spikes, Rahshon RB 5-10 206 R_ North Carolina State 
Nov. 12 New England 1pm Nov. 21 Carolina (+6) 17-31 & _91_ Spriggs, Marcus DT 6-4 314 2 Troy St 10/0 
a P SS <<" @ 51 Taylor, Ryan LB 6-2 230 1 Auburn 0/0 
Nov. 19 af Tennessee _ 1pm Nov.28 Tennessee (49.5) 21-33 @ 99 Terry, Nate DB 6-3 184 RA West Virginia 
Nov. 26 at Baltimore ipm. | Dec.5 AtSanDiego (47.5) 10-23. ™ 10 Thompson, Kevin QB 6-5 222 R Penn State 
Dec.3 _atJacksonville 4:15pm. | Dec. 12 At Cincinnati (47) 28-44 28 Thompson. Mike Br &4 a8 4 Wisconsin 10/0 
Dec. 10 Philadelphia tpm. | Dec.49 Jacksonville (+14) 14-24 BF Wohlabaugh, Dave % ag pa ee iin 
Dec. 17_ Tennessee 1pm. | Dec.26 Indianapolis (+135) 28-29 B “43 in, Spergon QB 6-3 226 ~~ Southwest Texas State 
Dec. 24 Open Jan.2 BYE s 72 Zahursky, Steve OG 6-6 305 2 KentState 9/7 
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fter winning two consecutive Super 

Bowls, the Broncos collapsed to 6- 

10 last season. The Broncos like to 
point to injuries that put Terrell Davis, 
Shannon Sharpe and John Mobley on 
the shelf as reasons for the drop-off, 

2 : but the two biggest 

\, problems were diffi- 
®) culty adjusting to life 
without John Elway 
* and the fact that a lot 
of paves lost their hunger. Mobley 
went out in Week Two, but the Broncos 
were well on their way to an 0-4 start 
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before Davis was hurt in Week Four 
and Sharpe went down a week later. 
However, the Broncos have enough 
to contend again in 2000 in the AFC 
West, where the division-winning Sea- 
hawks went 9-7 last season. The Bron- 
cos still have talent, and they have the 
best home-field advantage in football. 
People do not realize what an edge the 
altitude gives the Broncos. Nobody can 
adjust in time when they come to Den- 
ver. As a result, the Broncos are 161- 
51-1 in Denver since 1974. Another 
factor that shouldn't be overlooked is 
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the crowd that fills Mile High Stadium. It 
literally rocks the stadium and makes it 
almost impossible for opposing teams 
to audible or use a shotgun formation. 


Offense 


Head coach Mike Shanahan may have 
lost the team with the way he handled the 
QB situation in '99. After Elway retired, 
Shanahan announced that Bubby Brister 
would start the *99 season under center, But 
in the preseason, when Brister was making 
too many mistakes and Brian Griese looked 
like a find, Shanahan made Griese the 
starter without explanation. Brister sulked, 
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many veterans lost some faith in their” 


coach and Griese was just average. If the 
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PREVIEWS 


Broncos were within a touchdown late in a 
game with Elway at quarterback, you fig- 
ured they would win. But in *99, the Bron- 
cos lost four of their first 10 games by three 
points or less and seven games on the sea- 
son by six points or less. If Denver had won 
four of those games, they would have won 
the division with a 10-6 mark. 


QUARTERBACKS « Griese has all the 
intangibles and is mature beyond his years. 
He knows how to study film and is a pret- 
ty accurate short-to-medium-range passer. 
But he is not an overly gifted player, and 
he can’t do many of the things the game’s 
more athletic signalcallers can do. Thus, 
there may be a limit to how good he can 
be. If everything turns out well, maybe 
Griese could be a Charley Johnson or 
Brian Sipe type, but he will never remind 
anyone of Elway from an arm and athletic 

standpoint. Gus Frerotte is at his best 

coming off the bench as the underdog 

when nobody expects much from 

him. But when a job is his to 

lose, he does not handle the pres- 

sure well, and his shortcomings 

show. Frerotte has a better arm than 

Griese but lacks something in the intangi- 

ble area. There were rumors at presstime 

that the Broncos would make a strong push 

to sign QB Steve Young if he were cut by 
the 49ers, 


RUNNING BACKS « Terrell Dayis is not that 
big or fast and was considered just a jour- 
neyman back in college. But if he can regain 
the form he had in 98, when he rushed for 
2,008 yards, he will once again be the best 
back in the NFL. Davis has what is known 
as excellent football strength along with 
speed, rare vision, balance and body control, 
quick feet and a driving desire to succeed. 
But in the three-plus games before he tore 
up his knee last season, he looked nothing 
like the runner who took the NFL by storm 
his first four years in the league. In °99, he 
gained just 211 yards on 67 carries. Olandis 
Gary, another unheralded Georgia runner, 
was not even active for the Broncos’ first 
four games. After Davis’ injury, Gary was 
activated in Week Five to back up Derek 
Loville. But Loville, who was dealt to the 
Rams this offseason, came up lame that 
week, and Gary came on to look like the 
second coming of Davis, so the Broncos 
could never get him out of the lineup. In just 
{2 games, Gary rushed for 1,159 yards. The 
great success Gary enjoyed has led some 
scouts to wonder whether the Broncos’ line 
and system makes running backs look better 
than they really are. Gary is a strong power 
runner without many frills. Coming into the 
league, he had 4,65-to-4.7 speed in the 
» 40. FB Howard Griffith is not a 
» crunching blocker and runner, but 
#% he knows how to block, whom to 

block and when to block, catches 
the ball well, and is a better runner 
than most fullbacks. If Gary is not traded, 
he may play some fullback, because Shana- 
han says that Davis has done a great job 
rehabbing and is in the best shape of his life. 


RECEIVERS = The Broncos’ passing game 
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PFW PROJECTIONS 


Broncos are banking the former Cowboy is 
ready to emerge as a pass-rushing threat. 


RGB: 
DELTHA O'NEAL vs. HMMY SPENCER 
If O'Neal doesn't step up, Broncos are in | 
trouble. Spencer, Darry! Pounds and Jeremy 
Lincoln aren’t real answers, 


QB situation is solidified (by Steve Young?) . 
and Broncos contend again. 


_ Brian Griese starts and stumbles and 
Davis can't come back from knee injury, 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


~ _ DE Lester Archambeau, QB Gus Frerotte, 
S Billy Jenkins, DE Kavika Pittman, CB Dar- 
ryl Pounds, CB Jimmy Spencer 


DB Tyrone Braxton, QB Bubby Brister, CB 
Tory James, S Darrius Johnson, TE Shannon 
Sharpe, DE Neil Smith, DE Alfred Williams 


FIVE-YEAR HISTORY 
5 ; ao ni. : 


lost a key element when Sharpe went 
down. He was really a third wide receiver 
who was the most productive pass catcher 
on the team because he saw so many favor- 
able matchups. Now he has signed in Bal- 
timore, and while many in Denver can do 
without his mouth and at times his attitude, 
they will definitely miss his talent. 
Dwayne Carswell is basically a blocker 
with limited speed. Byron Chamberlain 
and Desmond Clark are pumped up wide 
receivers as Sharpe is, but neither is nearly 
as good. Outside, Ed McCaffrey may run a 
4,5 40, but he plays like he runs a 4.65. 
Still, he has great hands and concentration, 
Tuns routes well and is a huge target and a 
terrific blocker. Rod Smith runs a 4.65 but 
plays like he runs a 4.5. He is the closest 
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thing the Broncos have to a home-run 
threat and is a good runner after the catch, 
But the former college quarterback with 
_ the Drew Pearson-esque background 
has always dropped a lot of passes, 
. something Pearson never did. No 
© holdover was able to fill the 
+~ third-WR spot, so the Broncos drafit- 

ed workout warrior Chris Cole, who 
has 4.35 speed, and sure-handed Muneer 
Moore, who runs about 4.55. 


OFFENSIVE LINE » Alex Gibbs is one of 
the game’s great teachers and OL coaches. 
The Broncos’ two best linemen are Tom 
Nalen, who was a seventh-round draft 
pick, and Tony Jones, who was not drafted. 
Nalen is one of the league’s two or three 
best centers despite being undersized. He 
plays with great leverage and understand- 
ing of angles and has quickness of mind, 
feet and body. Jones was a find that Bill 
Belichick’s Cleveland staff developed, but 
he has raised his game another notch since 
coming to Denver and moving to left tack- 
le after Gary Zimmerman retired. ORT 
Matt Lepsis was a tight end in college and 
still has a way to go. At guard, Mark 
Schlereth is a medical marvel who has had 
more than two dozen surgeries after being 
rated as a medical risk when he came out 
of college in *89. He is a tough guy and a 
warrior who knows all the tricks. Dan Neil 
is a pumped-up overachiever at the other 
OG slot. Trey Teague, who filled in at left 
tackle when Jones was hurt last year, is 
highly regarded by Gibbs, but he really 
h struggled last season. The bottom 
» line on this unit is that it seems 
) » every back whom the Broncos 
put behind this line produces, and 
when Jones is in the lineup the pass 
protection is generally very good. Rook- 
ie Cooper Carlisle will provide depth both 
at tackle and guard and could eventually 
start. He is very smart and versatile. 


Defense 

The Broncos like to play a gambling, 
blitzing defense, but the two keys are play- 
ing with a lead and stopping teams on first 
down, thus forcing them into passing situ- 
ations. But unlike in "98, when the team 
was blowing almost everyone out, last sea- 
son the Broncos’ offense struggled so 
much more that opposing offenses stuck 
with their running games and played it 
close to the vest. 


DEFENSIVE LINE = While the old regime 
of Bob Ferguson (now with the Cardinals) 
Wade Phillips (now with the Bills) and Jeff 
Smith (now with the Dolphins) was 
responsible for the team getting many key 
parts of the offense via the draft or trade, 
the two best Draft Day moves Shanahan 
has made came on defense, when he draft- 
ed Mobley and Trevor Pryce in the first 
round in ‘96 and °97, respectively. Pryce, a 
defensive end/outside *backer at Clemson, 
was an up-and-down, erratic player in col- 
lege. But in Denver he has grown into an 
All-Pro defensive tackle who excels at 
rushing the quarterback. Last season he 
had a team-high 13 sacks and also forced 
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three fumbles. While Pryce is more of a 
tall, angular pass rusher, fellow DT Keith 
Traylor is a 300-pound bull whose forte is 
playing the run. A former linebacker who 
ate his way out of that position, Traylor has 
a real mean streak. At end, the Broncos let 
Alfred Williams and Neil Smith go and 
signed Kavika Pittman from the Cowboys 
and Lester Archambeau from the Falcons. 
Pittman was a second-round pick who 
made gradual progress in Dallas but never 
developed into the big-time pass-rushing 
end the Cowboys felt he would become. 
Archambeau, who will be 33 when the sea- 
son starts, is an overachiever who seemed 
to get old in a hurry last season after hay- 
ing a career year in 98. Montae Reagor, a 
second-round disappointment as a rookie 
last season, still could be a major factor 
because he is quick and relentless, while 
Harald Hasselbach has always had a knack 
for rushing the passer. Maa Tanuvasa will 
probably play the most of any of Den- 
ver’s ends, but more of his snaps may 
come inside if Pittman and 

Archambeau pan out. Tanuyasa 
is undersized but very quick and 
intense and is most effective when he 
can play about 50 to 60 percent of the 
defensive snaps. Rookie Jerry Johnson is a 
NT type who is just over 6 feet tall but is 
quick and strong. 


LINEBACKERS » When the Broncos won 
back-to-back Super Bowls, Mobley and 
Bill Romanowski played as well as any 
pair of 4-3 outside ‘backers in the game. 
After Mobley went down last season, first- 
round pick Al Wilson replaced Glenn 


Cadrez in the middle and Cadrez replaced 
Mobley on the weak side, but the team 
really did not drop off much if at all. Wil- 
son was an upgrade over Cadrez in the 
middle, and Cadrez is a good pass rusher 
when he plays on the weak side. Wilson is 
very fast, explosive and aggressive but 
does not always play under control and 
will overrun some plays and miss tackles 
because he tries to blow people up. 
Romanowski is a walking advertisement 
for nutritional supplements and will use 
anything that he thinks will enhance his 
performance and healing time. He plays 
every game every year, and aside from the 
times he loses his cool, he generally plays 
very solid football. But he is 34, and unless 
his magic potions keep him young forever, 
he may start to slip. Mobley was in the 

doghouse eyen before he got hurt last 
season, He skipped the offseason pro- 
gram, was ticketed for driving 

under the influence and acted 
more like a fat cat than a hungry 
surprise first-round pick out of Kutz- 
town (Pa.) State. But he is just 26 years 
old, and when healthy he is a superactive 
and athletic linebacker with DB speed, and 
he is very well aware that Broncos scouts 
have compared second-round pick Ian 
Gold to him. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS = Prized rookie Deltha 
O’Neal should be an upgrade over the out- 
of-shape and rarely prepared or ready to 
play Dale Carter the Broncos saw last sea- 
son at cornerback, O'Neal has superb ball 
skills and has done nothing but get better 
since moving to defense from running 
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back. The other corner, Ray Crockett, is too 


old and slow but is a very savvy player who 
still does a solid job. SS Eric: Brown strug- 
gled as a starter and then suffered a season- 
ending knee injury, but the Broncos love 
his hitting and like his speed. Former Rams 
starter Billy Jenkins is smart and tough but 
lacks speed and range in coverage and is 
not a great open-field tackler. Rookie 
Kenoy Kennedy is not as tall or fast as fel- 
low Arkansas alum Steve Atwater but is 
an even harder hitter and more phys- 
>, ical player. But Kennedy misses 
mF «some tackles because he is 
\_/ always trying for the monster hit. 
" Chris Watson has the size and speed to 
develop into a quality corner, but he strug- 
gled as a rookie after a great preseason, 
when he looked like the steal of the draft. 


7 
Special teams 


Jason Elam may be the best placekicker 
in football. He is accurate, can make the 
long kicks and handles pressure very well, 
plus he kicks off. The knock against P Tom 
Rouen is he does not handle pressure that 
well, but he does have a big-time leg and is 
doing a better job of handling pressure 
than he once did. Watson had a great pre- 
season returning kicks but was just so-so 
after the bell rang. O’ Neal excels as both a 
kickoff and punt returner and has better 
» hands than Watson. Punt coverage 
was a problem last year, but 
» Rouen, who often outkicked his 

coverage, was the biggest culprit. 
ookies Gold, Kennedy and Cole 
will add «speed and toughness on kick 
coverage. 


| WKB} WK | __ TOTALS | 
_ MINI 
ac 365| 2 3 | 274 7 | 
| Rushing yards | es 188 | 166 It 110 1 | 114 32) 194 | A737 
Passing yards j= 17|____ 78) 22a | 175 | 04 | 250. 242 | 183 3016 
7 Bushing ays aft 3) 1 ar aed | 38 3 17 12)| a4 440 
ry Is 0! 1 a eet 3 EW 
fe | Had inte Ol cand |t —~h 2 15 
Fumbles fost | Sw fib Sah] STi 
~ Yards penalized | = 60 | 14 43. 1016 
nats Punts 4 92 
[Dave | 19-810] 2t-7o4 | toseo] eer | ae — =i __|__ 67-2112 | 
-—| [Gay | — (Seis 20-64-0 | S7-124-1 173-300 | 18:79.0 | 30-108-2 | 26-65-0| 22.951 | 14-61-1| 20-67-1 | 22-183-0| 29-185-1| 18-38-0 | 276-1159-7 
**] [Griese [2-4-0 200] 1-0-0) 4 16-0 | TAG-O | Be(-4)- i (a | [I EO 14-0) 3-13-0/ 4-520] 32.0 2-4-0 46-138-2 | 
= | 2 ma 725.01 | ast [219-0 [4-1-0 [4-2-0 | 17-66-1 | 
——] [Lovie | sa80 i | 16-57-0 = = 120| 390] 7-250] 4-17-0| 1-00]  40-203-1 
‘ 
=] { Brister | 945-1 7 | T T 12-20-3 } 
/ ———— a }___ 85-0 i . | — _—— - ——=t 1 et Oe 0 
Miller 1 1424-0 | 20-00-1| 12-27-0 | 46-81-1 
a Nie amc A | pal | |_ __ |__| 466-0)] __‘e99-2 | 122-0\| Hass 527-2 Q 
Griese | p440-0| 11-164] 14-29-47] tsai-a| 17-29-1) 19-017 [; "D5-38-0 | 24-401 | 6-140] 20-36-1| 21-33-2| 20-00-2| 22-00-1| 23-46-0| 261-452-14 
rs | 2703) 107-0! 192-1| 2120| 234-1| 3632) 3161) 274-4 = 60-0| 2070) 275-2] 180-2| i71-1| 211-0] 3032-14 (| 
[Carswell | | Sle eo] ee eee] 180[ (| 1-50] 3220] 219-0] 6-35-1| 1-8-0] _ 24-201-1| 
Chamberlain 147-0| «| _1-18-0| 340-0 | 1-20] 7-11-0/ 375-4 1-1-0] 4:520| 1-14-0|  32-488-2 
Cooper __|__4-21.0 | a ata yi | —| | Pat) ik 9-98-0 of 
_——s =i | 10-0 |~ Ts200| 160| 2150| 1-50] 216-0] 3110 | 21-159-0 by 
Grittith a 420-0 34380 [417-0] 221-1 | 4260| 220-0] 1-8-0 14-0| 26-192-1 s 
‘Loville sof _| 34 5-0), | | = le L |__ 2-0-0] 2-7-0] 145)0| 1-4-0 11-50-0 lg 
'McCattrey 44¢-0| S261] 917-0) Se8-0| s- AeB |. Bi1-0| 216-0 ees 7220] 366-0) 6610] 340-0] 765-0 6-5-0 | 71-1018-7 
[R.Smith [2-24-01 7791 | 457-0) 3-441) 7-117-0| 5-70-0| 7-89-0| 7-66-0) 6-1060/ 6924] 782-1] 4-240) 9-106-0| 79-1 eae | &§ 
[Shape | 7-a70| 6520] 5.9901 586-0) | ie: — ij = zi 23-224-0 a 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include ie Eataplehions; attempts; Fasceaneons gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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Denver Broncos De NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. EXP. COLLEGE GP/GS 
13665 Broncos Parkway 38 Anderson, Mike RAB 6-0 235 R Utah 
RRNA oor 80112 ® 92 Archambeau, Lester DE 6-5 275 11 Stanford 15/15 
Official Website: www.denverbroncos.com a 20. Avery Lon Ae SBS 1005 So inslssil 7 
Stadlurhs Mile High Statins s ® _79 Banks, Chris OG 61 300 3 Kansas “6/1 
Capacity: 76.078 = 9 Brohm. Jeff QB 6-1 205 6 Louisville 0/0 
rap Sor Ge oe ae 
yin as 3rown, DeAuntae CB Sentral (Ohio) State 0/0. 
Mig Shanahan 1999 record: 6-10; Fifth in AFC West = 26 Brown, Eric —s 60 210 3 Mississippi no) {0/10 
4 
President-CEO: Pat Bowen S50: Bullet Hlaty 18 6.2 —da¢ 2 Washinglon ‘0 
V.P,-administration: John Beake; General manager: Neal Dahlen = 59 Cadrez, Glenn LB 6-3 240 9 Houston 16/16 
Head coach-V.P. of football operations: Mike Shanahan Ps $5 ee Cooper __—-OG-OT 6-5 300 A Florida ae 
Assistant coaches: Frank Bush, nickel package/secondary; La r, linebackers; Rick © 9 Carswell, Dwayne __TE 6-3 260 7 Liberty” Sh 
| Dennison, special teams; Karl Dorrell, wide aca Gouge Cie eae fine, Alex @ -88 Chamberlain, Byron TE 6-1 242 6 Wayne State 16/0 
Gibbs, offensive line; Gary Kubiak, offensive coordinator/quarterbacks; Pat McPherson, ™ 76 Chorak, Jason — DE 6-3 260 2 Washington __0/0 
offensive asst.; Ron Milus, defensive backs; Brian Pariani, tight ends; Greg Robinson, defen- = 47 Clark, Darius _ S__5-10 204 AR Duke 2 
sive coordinator, Greg Saporta, asst. strength and conditioning; John Teerlinck, pass-rush @ 88 Clark,Desmond ‘TE 6-3. 255 2 WakeForest 9/0 
specialist; Terry Turney, defensive asst.; Bobby Turner, running backs; Rich Tuten, strength 4 48 Coghill, George —'S 6-0 210 4 Wake Forest A3/5 
and conditioning. . Cohens, Willie DE 6-2 264 1 Florida 0/0 
a 5 84 Cole,Chris Ss WA 6-0 195 R Texas A&M 
| . PROJECTED DEPTH CHART @ 46 Coleman, KaRon RB 5-7 198 R StephenF Austin 
~ 81 Cooper, Andre WR 6-2 210 2 FloridaState  —s 10/4 
8 39 Crockett, Ray “CB 5-40 184 12 Baylor 16/16 
WR 80 RB. SMITH 84 Cole* 81 Cooper 83 McGriff © 74 Davis, Jerome _ DT ss “2752 Minnesota 0/0 
ol TEMES 7oTeapn eo a ee a 
OLG 69 SCHLERETH 64 Friedman ® 68 DeGraffenreid, Allen OT 6-5 305 2 AeeGiE 010 
C 66 NALEN | _60 K. Jones ® 85 Doering, Chris = WR 6-4 195 4 Florida _ a0 
ORG 62 NEW 79 Banks = _1 Elam, Jason PK 5-11 200 8 Hawaii __16/0 
aT 7 ~ BE Gatlicla® lalla d ew 15 Fields, Ler WR 6-3. 205 R Jackson State 
_ORT 8 LEPSIS __65 Cariisle ® 42 Frerotte, a "QB 6-3 230 7 Tulsa 9/6 
TE 89 GARSWELL 86 Chamberlain 88 De. Clark = 64 Friedman, Lennie OG 6-3 300 2 Duke ~ 0/0 
WR 87 McGAFFREY 82 Miller 19M.Moore* 15 Fields’ ™ 22 Gary, Olands —~=RB «5-11 218 2 Georgia 12/12 
QB 14 GRIESE 12 Frerotte 17 Jackson* w _55_Gizzi, Chris _ LB 6-0 230 _1_Air Force _ 5/0 
=r a = ® 52 Gold, lan LB 60 223 R Michigan = 
RB 30 T. DAVIS 22Gary ____38 Anderson’ _20 Avery _—™ “44 Griese, Brian _ QB 6-8 215 3 Michigan 14/43 
FB 29 GRIFFITH 42 D, Smith 37 Lynn = 29 Griffith, Howard FB 6-0 230 8B Illinois 16/16 
Cs =! Hampton Wiliam CB 5-10 190 _1_ Murray State on 
= 67 Harrison, Chris OL 6-3 290 4 Virginia 0/0 
DLE 98 TANUVASA = 92 Archambeau © 96 Hasselbach, Harald DE 6-6 285° 7 Washington 16/2 
_ DLT 94 TRAYLOR 97 Lodish 91 Kuberski w 17 Jackson, Jarious QB 6-0 228 R Notre Dame == 
DRT 93 PRYCE 90 Johnson’  —72N.Davis —-73C.Brown & 22 Jenkins. ily = s 2 208 i poe 186 
: . 7s me. johnson, Jason : ansas State 
DRE @5 PITTMAN S0"Heagor __ —~ - £ _90 Johnson, Jerry DT 6-0 292 R Florida State 4 
_SLB 53 ROMANOWSKI 54 Wayne McDonald _ = 45 Jones, Chris S510 229 71 Clemson 0/0 
MLB 56 WILSON 59 Cadrez ® 60 Jones, K.C. Cc 6-1 275 4 Miami(Fla)——~—=iO/O. 
WLB 51 MOBLEY 59 Cadrez 52 Gold" a 77 7 Jones, Tony OT 6-5 291 13 WesternCarolina 12/12 
= Pema a “25 ) Jones, Toya CB 6-1 +199 1 ~Texas A&M 0/0 
r LCB 39 CROCKETT a Pounds | 28 Lincoln - “27 K Kennedy, Kenoy s _6- tis 203 “R Arkansas _ : i 
RCB 33 SPENCER 24 ONeal* _ 21 Watson  _35 Suttle = 34 King, Carlos FB 6-0 230 2 NorthCarolinaState 0/0 
SS 2 ume towosy—_ secu fo aaa ee 
dex © 
FS 26 E. BROWN 48 Coghill 23 J, Moore ® "28 Lincoin, Jeremy CB. 510 182 9 Tennesses. 1597 
a 2 97 Lodish, Mike DT 63-270 11 UCLA 13/2 
P 16 ROUEN = 37 Lynn, Anthony FB 6-3 2380 7 Texas Tech 16/0 
PK 1 ELAM —- — m 87 McCaffrey, Ed __WR 6-5 215 10 Stanford 15/15 
= — - — - bad McDonald, Ricardo LB 6-2 248 9 Pittsburgh 16/16 
HH 16 ROUEN 14Griese bs = 83 McGriff, Travis WR 5-8 185 2 Florida 14/0 
PR 21 WATSON 24 O'Neal’ = 82 Miller, Billy =—TE 6-3 215 2 USC ss 10/0 
- 34 | = 51 Mobl John_ LB 6-1 236 5 Kutztown 2/2 
a Ee . a eee S540 191 2 San Diego State 6/0 
KC _70 TEAGUE 59 Cadrez — a Moore, Munes WR 6-1 200 R Richmond 
* Rookie « 66 Nalen, Tom _ CG ___—-6-3 288 7 Boston College 16/16 
= 62 Neil, Dan OG 6-2 2814 ‘Texas 15/15 
eo Te = 24 O'Neal, Deltha ‘CB 5-10 195 A California 
2000 SCHEDULE 1999 RESULTS |: 95 Pittman, Kavika DE 6-6 273 5 McNeese State 16/16 
~_Allitimes Eastern Pointspread refers to Denver = 31 Pounds, Darryl CB 5-10 189 6 Nicholls State 16/0 
DATE OPPONENT TIME - 3 pea _Teav0r Br es oe. s clemson é se 
i a re e _YY Neagor, Montae exas Tec 
ee Se) Se eS es Romanowski, Bil” LB 6. -4 245 13 Boston College 16/16 
Sept, 10_ Atlanta. 4:15pm, | Sept.19 AtKansas City (3.5) 10-26 -® “15 -Rouen, Tom P 6-3 225 8 Colorado 16/0 
Sept. 17 at Oakland 4:05 p.m. | Sept. 26 At Tampa Bay (+2.5) 10-13 = 75 Rountree, Glenn OG 6-3 304 1 Clemson —_ 0/0 
Sept, 24 Kansas City 4:15pm. | Oct.3 NewYorkJets _(-5.5) 13-21 © 58 Russ, Steve LB 6-4 245 «4 Air Force 6/0 
Oct.1 New England 4:05 p.m Oct.10 AtOakland (4+6.5) 16-13 _ - a Soblereth, Mark ae mn 2B 2 idaho aah 18/8 
aT 18 ny Oct.17 Green Ba +3.5) 31-10 mith, Detron 5-1 5 Texas Ag uy 
Oci8 “atSan Diego 4:15pm. | OSS New engand a a 33.24 ® 60. Smith, Rod WA 6:0 200 6 Missouri Southern 15/15 
Oct.15 Cleveland RO hee ate age ia, ee (43) 20-23" ® (33 Spencer, Jimmy CB 5-9 180 9 Florida 14/7 
Oct. 22 at Cincinnati ipm, | —= pened #9) = 35 Suttle, Jason CB 5-10 182 2 Wisconsin 5/0 
Oct. 29 Open = | Nov.7__AtSanDiego_ _(-1)_ 33-17 = “98 “Tanuvasa, Maa DE 62 270 7 Hawal te/ie 
Nov.5 _atNY. Jets rey Nov. 14 At Seattle (+6) 17-20 & _70 Teague, Trey OT 6-5 285 93 Tennessee 16/4 
15 p.m = 
= : Nov. 22 Oakland (-1.5) 27-21" ® 13 Thomas, J.T. WR 5-10 180 5 ArizonaState 0/0 
Nov.13 Oakland Spm. | Nov.28 BYE = _94 Traylor, Keith DT . 62 304 9 Central (Okla) State 15/15 
Nov.19 San Diego 4:05 p.m Dec.5 Kansas City (3.5) 1016 36 Trout, Brad S 6-2 209 1 Valdosta(Ga.) State 0/0 
Nov. 26 at Seattle 4:15 p.m. | f _71_Tuten, Melvin OT 6-6 305 4 Syracuse 2/0 
= aie ep] Roetcae Risinckectte S705) 2627 reason Chie C8 61162 2 Eastemn inal 14/1 
Dec.3 atNew Orleans 1. p.m. Dec. 19 Seattle (-2) 36-30" a« 3 
Sepa 4:05 pm —— - » _57 Watts, Jason Cc 6-3 271 1 Kentucky 0/0. 
SOA Sa PE SHOP Dec. 25 At Detroit (+4.5) 17-7 @ “54 Wayne, Nate LB 6-0 230 3 Mississippi 15/0 
Dec, 17 _at Kansas Gity 1pm Jan.2 San Diego (7) 612 © 56 Wilson, Al LB 6-0 240 2 Tennessee 16/12 
Dec, 23 San Francisco 4:15 p.m. * Overtime . 10 Yamini, Bashir WR 63° 190 FR lowa 
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i) fter the first 10 games last season, 
s\ the Seahawks were 8-2 and had a 
Y Uthree-game lead in the AFC West. 
Mike Holmgren was coaching like Bill 
Walsh and Vince Lombardi combined, 
and Jon Kitna looked like an NFL 
3 quarterback. Then 
the Buccaneers 
totally shut down 
Kitna, giving the rest 
of league a blueprint 
on how to stop him. Meanwhile, 
injuries took their toll on other parts of 
the team. The result was a season- 


ending, 1-5 meltdown and then a 
home playoff loss to the struggling 
Dolphins in which Seattle made Dan 
Marino look like the Marino of old. 
That loss came after the Seahawks 
backed into the playoffs when the 
Chiefs blew a lead to the Raiders in 
the season finale. 

Still, Seattle made the playoffs for 
the first time since 1988 and had a 
winning record for the first time since 
'90. Now Holmgren must try to get the 
team back to where it was for the first 
10 games of the '99 season, but that 


BRERRRERASORSRERRRRERRSSRESSRSeae 


may be hard to do because Kitna was 
exposed and may not be good 
enough. 


Offense 


Kitna was not the only problem last year. 
The line was soft, the receivers lacked 
speed and the team ran for only 1,408 yards 
and five TDs all season despite having 
Holmgren scripting and calling the plays. 


QUARTERBACKS = Kitna looked like a 
world beater for 10 games until Tampa 
Bay exposed him. Now he will get a 
chance to show that he can adjust. If he 
can’t, he will be no more than an NFL 
backup. Kitna has adequate measurable 
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physical tools and is a smart young man, 
But when the Buccaneers started to put the 
heat on him and played with his mind, he 
looked indecisive and tentative and made 
poor decisions under pressure. Last sea- 
son, after the death of Fritz Shurmur, the 
two defensive coordinators who did the 
best job of scheming and making in-game 
adjustments were probably Bill Belichick 
and Monte Kiffin. When Kitna faced those 
two defensive geniuses last season, he 
completed 40-of-89 passes for 434 yards 
and had a 0-7 TD-interception ratio. In this 
league of copycats, every club the Sea- 
hawks face in 2000 spent the offseason 
figuring out just how Belichick (who real- 
ly did not have a lot of talent or speed on 
defense) and Kiffin (who did) game- 
planned against Kitna. If Kitna fails, the 
Seahawks will give "99 third-round pick 
Brock Huard a long look. The big, hard- 
throwing southpaw was regarded as a 
sure-fire first-rounder until he developed a 
horrible habit of falling back while throw- 
ing instead of stepping into his throws 
when he played behind a bad offensive 
line in his last year at Washington. That 
negated his arm strength and accuracy. 
The Seahawks got rid of Huard’s hitch in 
practice last season, and he has the biggest 
arm on the team. Former Jet Glenn Foley 
is the most charismatic leader and can 
throw the ball well when he gets hot. But 
he is short and slow and is a hot-and-cold 
passer who got hurt every time he got a 
chance to start with the Jets. In his one *99 
start for the Seahawks, Foley had a poor 
first half but a strong finish in a win vs. 
Chicago. Since their inception, the Sea- 
hawks have taken two quarterbacks in the 
first round, Rick Mirer and Dan McGwire 
(Mark’s brother), and traded for a first- 
round pick (Kelly Stouffer) who did not 
sign with the team (Cardinals) that 
drafted him. Mirer was the second 
overall pick in ‘90, and Stouffer 
was the sixth choice in °87, 
ahead of Jerome Brown and Rod 
Woodson. But none of those quarter- 
backs made it big, and the most success- 
ful quarterbacks in franchise history were 
undrafted free agents Jim Zorn and Dave 
Krieg. Kitna is another undrafted player 
from the Krieg mold. 


RUNNING BACKS = By season’s end, 
Ricky Watters started to fade and looked 
to be an older back who could no longer 
carry the load alone. But he still finished 
with 1,210 rushing yards, all five of the 
team’s TDs on the ground and 40 catches. 
Watters can be selfish and immature. But 
that the same coach says Watters is also a 
great competitor with tremendous pride 
who leaves it all out on the field, an excel- 
lent receiver and a workhorse back who 
fumbles because he fights for extra 
yardage. All those factors may help 
explain why Watters is the only back in 
NFL history to rush for more than 1,000 
yards for three different teams. But Wat- 
ters, who has touched the ball more than 
300 times in each of the past six seasons 
and has rushed for more than 1,100 yards 
in each of the past five, may be starting to 


PFW PROJECTIONS 


Seahawks are counting on ’99 first-rounder 
to step up and replace Phillip Daniels. 


QB: 
JON KITNA vs, BROCK HUARD 
End-of-season slump leads to big ques- 
tions about Kitna. If he struggles, strong- 
armed Huard will get a chance to step in. 


Kitna blossoms, offseason OL moves work 


and new scheme helps defense tighten up. 


Kitna.and Huard sputter, defense struggles 
and tough schedule proves too much, 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


LB Jeff Kopp, C Robbie Tobeck, S Reggie 
Tongue, CB Fred Vinson 


DE Phillip Daniels, WR Joey Galloway, C 
Kevin Glover, OG Brian Habib, LB Darrin 
Smith, OT Grant Williams, S Darryl Williams. 


| NJ) 


TF John Hilliard Mississippi St. 


wear down. That’s why Holmgren used his 
first first-round pick on Alabama's Shaun 
Alexander, who is not only a very gifted 

runner but also a fine pass receiver who 
f— can catch the ball down the field 
going away from the line. FB 
Reggie Brown has good hands 
but is not dominating in any phase 
of the game. Mack Strong is a better 
blocker than Brown and has the true FB 
mentality Brown lacks but is a less gifted 
athlete. 


RECEIVERS « Christian Fauria is a super- 
tough, two-fisted tight end who gets the 


job done because he is so tenacious. But he 


is not going to scare a defense with his 
receiying skills. Last season he caught 35 
passes for 376 yards but did not score or 


make a play longer than 25 yards. Rufus 
French is 2000’s big hope as a receiving 
tight end after Itula Mili (five catches for 
28 yards) flopped in °99. Mili has never 
regained what he lost to a knee injury in his 
senior year in college. Deems May is a 
good blocker, At wide receiver, ex-Packer 
Derrick Mayes and former Colts first- 
round pick Sean Dawkins put up 
respectable numbers, but both were helped 
a lot by the system, and neither has big- 
play speed. Mayes, who caught 62 passes 
for 829 yards and 10 TDs with a long play 
of 43 yards, has good size, tremendous 
body control and outstanding hands. He 
can go up and over the defender to get 
passes put up for grabs. Dawkins had 58 
catches for 992 yards and seven TDs with 
a long of 45 yards. His best assets are his 
size and long arms, which he uses 
well, but he is neither quick nor 
>» fast. Karsten Bailey, a ‘99 third- 
rounder, made a lot of progress in 
practice and has a lot more speed and 
quickness than the starters. Rookie Dar- 
rell Jackson is solid but not special. What 
the team still needs is a true No. | receiver 
with speed to replace Joey Galloway. 


OFFENSIVE LINE = The star is OLT Walter 
Jones, who is one of the five or six best 
tackles in football. Jones is the most ath- 
letic tackle in the game and, with a little 
more strength and tenacity, could be the 
very best. He has great feet and movement 
skills for a 300-pounder. OLG Pete 
Kendall is a really tough and smart blue- 
collar guy who is downright nasty and 
scrappy and should be hungry because he 
is entering the last year of his contract, 
Robbie Tobeck was signed away from the 
Falcons to start at center, but an offseason 
knee injury could cause him to miss part if 
not all of the season. He will still count 
against the salary cap, and the team may 
have to go back to journeyman Chris 
Gray at center. Gray is best suited to 
be a backup. Two of three players 

will start at right guard and right 
tackle. Todd Weiner, who may not 
be strong enough, and Floyd Wedder- 
burn, who has the size, natural strength 
and athletic ability but needs work on pass 
protection, are the holdovers. First-round 
pick Chris McIntosh was a terrific left 
tackle in college despite having average 
feet but might be an even better fit at right 
guard or right tackle if the change in foot- 
work is not a problem. 


Last season the defense never overcame 
the tragic loss of Shurmur, and too many 
players were not used well. Holmgren 
hired Steve Sidwell (most recently of the 
Patriots), who has had a pretty successful 
run in the league. Sidwell will use an 
“under” scheme with strong- and weak- 
side ends and a nose tackle. 


DEFENSIVE LINE = In Sidwell’s defense, 
Michael Sinclair will always be the weak- 
side end and will almost always line up 
outside the offensive tackle so that he has 
more room and freedom to rush. He had 
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41% sacks from °96 to °98, including 16% 
in ‘98, when he lined up outside of the 
tackle. Last season, when he often played 
right over the tackle, he had just six sacks. 
Some blame the scheme, while others call 
Sinclair an undersized overachiever with a 
great motor who found out he had diabetes 
last season and may be wearing down. The 
strong-side end will be *99 first-rounder 
Lamar King, a mobile, athletic 300- 
pounder. Cortez Kennedy should be an 
effective nose tackle. He is still very quick, 
can be disruptive and has very good 
lower-body explosion, Now that Sam 

Adams is in Baltimore, Riddick 
% Parker, who lacks Adams’ size 

and ability but has heart, or sec- 
»— ond-year prospect Antonio Cochran, 
will start at the other DT position. The 
Seahawks like Cochran’s quick hands and 
quickness off the ball. 


LINEBACKERS = Chad Brown led the 


team in tackles for the second year in a 
row, recording 117. He will be used as a 
strong-side backer, and the team will try 
to give him more chances to rush the pass- 
er because that is his greatest strength. 
Anthony Simmons, who is fast, explosive 
and mean but a little small to play the 
middle, will move to the weak side, 
Where he could develop into a 
> special player. DeShone Myles 

played well in the middle as a 
rookie in °98 but was a non-factor in 
*99 because of injuries. Keeping him 
healthy is a must. James Logan is a useful 
backup outside, but James Willis is a step 
slow in the middle and will probably lose 


* his job to Isiah Kacyvenski, a supersmart 
overachiever from Harvard who is a Gary 
Fencik type of hitter on the football field 
and has fine instincts. Marcus Bell played 
inside in college but may be soft for the 
middle and could fit better on the weak 
side. This grade assumes Myles is healthy. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS = With better tech- 
nique, consistency and concentration, 
Shawn Springs can be a great cornerback. 
He is quite good as is but has too many 
lapses for a player with his talent. Willie 
Williams is an undersized but feisty corner 
who may be better when he plays off the 
receiver instead of bumping him at the 
line. He will be challenged by Fred Vinson, 
a ’99 second-round choice of the Packers, 


Vinson is known for his athleticism and 
coverage, not his hitting or physical play. 
Charlton looks a little stiff in workouts but 
made a lot of big plays at Virginia Tech. 
Reggie Tongue was signed away from the 
Chiefs to replace Darryl Williams at safety. 
Tongue has more range and tackles better, 
but Williams may have been more of a 
ballhawk. Unlike most safeties, 
bm» Tongue can cover the inside slot, 
which is a big plus. Jay Bellamy 
is a tough, smart safety with limited 
speed and range. Kerry Joseph, a con- 

verted quarterback, had three picks last 
year, as did Chris Canty, who was the third 
comer. Neither is viewed as a potential 
starter, although Joseph has a lot better size 
for a safety than Bellamy does and may be 
a step faster. 


Special teams 


Todd Peterson has only average leg 
strength and range but is very accurate 
inside 50 yards. Last season he was 34-of- 
40 on FG tries, including 14-of-16 on 
attempts between 40 and 49 yards. P Jeff 
Feagles can be a little erratic but is very 
good at placing kicks inside the 20, As a 
rookie, Charlie Rogers averaged an 
——. NFL-best 14.5 yards per punt return 
% and 25.8 per kickoff return, and 
he returned a kickoff 85 yards for 
a score in the playoff loss to Miami. 
But Holmgren benched him at one 
point because he fumbled so much. Kick- 
off coverage was solid, but there were a few 
too many breakdowns on punt coverage. 


and 2000 second-rounder [ke Charlton. 
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a WK WK 7 | WK 11] WK 42 | WK14 | WK15/ WK16! WK17| TOTALS 
OPPONENT $.0. | BUFF. | DEN.| KG.) N.Y.J. 
[Score | 0-13 | 26-16 3-16 : 1619 [30-26 [23-14 9-19 —4 
Total net yards | 259 324 | 364) 267 266 4805 | 
| Rushing yards | 89 90. 114 60 33] 1408 
\Passing yards | 170| 234 | 250 207| 233 3397 
| Rushing plays | _ 2 22 i9| 17] 28 12| 408 
[Sacks allowed | _ : iL 3 1 3| 3 1 38) 
Had intercepted 4 1 ‘i d 1 5 2/ oO oO! 2\ 16 
Fumbles fost _ 2 =e — oe = 0. 2] Ot ger 1] 2] 21 0} 0 7 
Yards penalized M4} 50 | 40 | 49 | 40 | _87 | 71] 105 | 29 50 14] 118 | 55 44 | 583 
Punts 6 4] 4 | 8 5 8] | 4| 5 7 1 6 9 6 4 
ONENT STATIS 
| Time of poss. S445, 3157 | 27:13 | 32:20) 31:56 30:49 | 28:52 | 30:27| «36:03 | 31:59 31:56 35:55 32:00 | _ 34:31 28:19 37:33 30:29 
Total not yards | sea] ait| 272 ses sa0| 352] 07] g97| 03] as] ts6| 4s | 29] 430/302 | a79| 526 
Rushing yards | 167| ‘1451 65| 166 49 98. 125|_ 103 | 87 76 | _105 162 107] __-260 72a{ 4771 1934 | 
[Passing yards | 20296 | 207 | ai7| at] sal tao | og | oe | pos] st | oss] ea] 70] 30] 20a | 3492 
[Rushing plays 36-30) 19 | 32] 21 | 25 | 2o| 23 | 31] 25 37 | 41/ 39 | 33) 22 41 484 
[Seckw awed ote 26k St et ie el at A or 2| 5| ol 11 2| 4 1 238 
| Had intercepted 1 ol 5| 1] 4 2/ 4] 2] 1| 1) 0] 1] 1] 2 3 2 30 
| Eumbles lost o| 1} 20> 70] 0} 1] 2) Saat 20a 4 Oo} 0} ol oO _0 0 6 
[Yards penalized 123 | ag | 43 | 68 | 56 | 35 {403 [407 | 55 | 60 | 15 5 55 | 62 | 64 25 985 
| Punts 5 | 5 | 5 6 | 0 7 3 
[__3-29-0 [840-0] 213-0 [1120 [ 
= too] 640] 330! 1-00! 2440! 7440! 2-46 
[R. Brown _ :- “4-7-0| 1-20] 2-40] A =] {4-4-0 
Strong a It 4 1-0-0 | | [so es ali | 
Watters [43-21-0 | 23-99-0| 29-08-0| 24-71-0| 21-54-0| 22-75-0 | 31-125-0 | 27-133-1 | 17-29-0 | 24-107-2| 17-64-0| 14-51-1| 20-75-0 
= : 

| Foley 18-30-0 | | ] ] | ] 
| = =| Lees = | | a 
Kitna 20-30-0 | | 1B-29-0/ 15-80-1| 17-291] 17-900| 1249-0] 14242] 16-31-1| 14331] 19-445] 22-392] 26-407 KJ 

202-2 | 265-0; 2132| 151-1| 2762| 1092| 2023] 295-2) 2952| 197-0] 245-2] 285-1 PY) 
[Bownes | 1-90] 2541 = ss T ]__ 150 () 
Dawkins 7-85-2| 1-7-0) 5-105-0|  1-17-0 | 591-1) 51141| 487-0| 224-1) 459-0 es: 
Fauria 2.30-0| 247-0 | 160| 2200] 3150) 1-70] 4350) 1-11-0] 6-840/ = 
A) sl + SS = 488-0) 1180] 1-180] 4-68-1| 6-85-0] -< 7-0 | _1- 2. a 
Jordan | | [ox | ha 
Mayes 3-54-0| 74371] 328-0) 236-1 | 43941 | 3250/5560) 5581] 4-701) 2184| 5-640| 62-829-10 ro 
Mili =| [1-40] 4-8-0 | | 1-8-0 528-1 a 
Pritchard | | +20] 6900) 359-0 [1120] 1-11-0) 226-0] 221-0) 22741 112-0 |" 263752! | by 
| R. Brown | 525-0 | 3-26-0| | 421-1 . 150/140] 52401 3.110] 320-0| 2-160] 5300|  34-228-1 -| 
Strong _ } } | | | | | | e's FA = 1-5-0 1-5-0 & 
| Watiers | 4290 3.340| 2920) 5550| 2120) 140] 121-0] 181| 160| 467-71 27-01 5530] 2170] 3200] 22101 2240| 40-3872 a 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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(} Seattle Seahawks a NO. NAME POS. HT. IT. EXP. COLLEGE GP/GS 
‘a MILER canons To50se = _37 Alexander, Shaun RB 5-11 218 A Alabama 
5 fase nae 2 ae = 83 Bailey, Karsten WR 5-10 201 2 Auburn 2/0 
a Official Website: www.seahawks.com 4 63 Beede, Frank OG 6-4 296 5 Panhandle State 9/0 
AA) Stadium: Husky Stadium « 55 Bell, Marcus LB 6-1 237 R Arizona 
i Capacity: 72,500 = 20 Bellamy, Jay Ss 5-11 199 6 Rutgers 16/16 
2 AB Playing surtace: FieldTur = "60 Bloedom, Greg -C——«6-6 278 4 Cornel “10/0 
Mike Holm 1999 d: 9-7; First in AF t a : ; 
| Seales see pede Sas ® 19 Bownes, Fabien WA 5-11 192 4 Western Illinois 15/0 
= Chairman: Paul Allen; President: Bob Whitsitt; Senior vice president: Mike Reinteldt; = 94 Brown, Chad LB 6-2 240 8 Colorado S515 
a V.P.-football operations: Ted Thompson; Director-player personnel: John Schneider; - 34 Brown, Reggie FB 6-0 244 5 Fresno State 16/8 
3 eateettime Ferro bevis = 79 Burton, Kendrick DE 6-5 2901 Alabama 0/0 
bey L = 
Assistant coaches: Larry Brooks, defensive line; Jerry Colquitt, offensive quality control, ~ S26 Canty; Chris £5 5165 Sh ansas State 14M 
Norm Cromwell, wide receivers; Ken Flajole, linebackers; Gil Haskell, offensive coordina~ = _23 Charlton, |ke «CB 5-11 205 R_ Virginia Tech 
tor, Johnny Holland, asst. special teams-strength and conditioning, Kent Johnston, ~ 90 Cochran, Antonio DE 6-4 297 2 Georgia 4/0 
strength and conditioning; Jim Lind, tight ends, Clayton Lopez, defensive quality control, oie « — ae 
Tom Lovat, asst. head coach-offensive line; Stump Mitchell, running backs; Dick Roach, 4 Sy Conley, Tin OF be Sh Be cramento Stata. 
defensive backs; Pete Rodriguez, special teams; Mike Sheppard, quarterbacks; Steve Sid- © 81 Dawkins, Sean’ _WR 6-4 218 8 California _ = ABHS) 
well, defensive coordinator, Rod Springer, asst. strength and conditioning. = _43 Eloms, Joey CB 5-10 183 3 Indiana 4/0 
= 46 Epps, Dwan LB 6-1 242 R TexasSouthern 
: PROJECTED DEPTH CHART = 36 Evans, Omar cB 5-11 192 R Howard 
a = 6 Fairs, Chistian TE _6-4 245 6 Colorado 18 
& vy ; 
WR_ 87 MAYES 83 Bailey 19Bownes _15J. Williams" = 10 Feagles. Jeff __P Sarita Meant aN 
GL Jit Beams = “oa Weadertam Sis Fas] Oem Gee ~ eon 7 ean ee 
, Glenn - 2A 
aA = = ee : & 84 French, Rufus TE 6-3 257 2 Mississippi 0l0 
ee © 76 Frier, TJ. DT 62 307 1 Memphis 0/0 
ORG 74 WEINER _69 Wedderburn = 64 Gilbert, Chris Cc 6-2 305 A Grand Valley (Ml) = 
ORT _75 MciNTOSH* 69 Wedderburn _ Z = 62 Gray, Chris OG 63 305 8 Auburn 16/10 
TE 86 FAURIA 84 French —_—88 May 49 Mili 3 42 Green, Anthony FB 6-1 243 R West Virginia = 
WR_ 81 DAWKINS 82 Jackson” 85 Pritchard _‘31 Rogers ® 39 Herndon, Warner s 6-1 210 R Morgan State 
QB 7 KITNA 11 Huard — 13 Foley = 47 Hill, James TE 6-4 246 1 Abileine Christian 0/0 
RB 32 WATTERS 37 Alexander* = 95 Hilliard, John _OT 6-2 285 RF Mississippi State 
FB 348. BROWN 38 Strong 44 Milne ® _11 Huard, Brock QB 6-4 228 2 Washington 0/0 
Cs = 82 20KS0n, Darel WA _S-11_198_ A Florida _ - 
DWE 70 SINCLAIR 99 LaBounty . 73 Jenkins, Marcus OG 6-4 302 1 Central Florida 0/0 
DT 97 PARKER 90 Cochran 95 Hilliard* e 71 Jones, Walter oT 6-5 300 4 Florida State 16/16 
—— oenran _ we © 26 Joseph, Kery SS 6-1 205 4 McNeese State 16/4 " 
NT 96 KENNEDY 91 Watson ® 58 Kacyvenski, Isaiah LB 6-1 250 A Harvard 
DSE $2 KING Ss 99 LaBounty = 68 Kehl, Ed LS 6-4 305 1 Brigham Young 0/0 
WLB 51 SIMMONS 55 Bell" 59 Kopp = 33 Kelly, Maurice s 6-0 176 A E.Tennessee State _ 
MLB 50 MYLES 58 Kacyvenski* = 66 Kendall, Pete OG 6-5 292 5 Boston College 16/16 
SLB 946. BROWN 56 Logan = 78 Keneley, Matt DT 6-5 284 1 USC 6/0 
LCB 24 SPRINGS 26 Canty 23 Charlton” ® 96 Kennedy, Cortez DT 6-3 306 11 Miami 16/16 
RCB_ 27 W. WILLIAMS 21 Vinson @ _92 King, Lamar DE 6-3 294 2 Saginaw Valley State 15/0 
SS 25 TONGUE 28 Joseph © 7 Kitna, Jon QB 6-2 217 4 Central Washington 15/15 
FS 20 BELLAMY 28 Joseph Be ernie RS 
m= 99 LaBounty, Matt DE 6-4 275 8 Oregon 16/1 
LE ————— ed i: B PME 
= _56 Logan, James LB 6-2 225 6 Memphis _ 16/2 
P_ 10 FEAGLES 8 Moorman ® 88 May, Deems TE 6-4 263 9 North Carolina 15/0 
PK __2 PETERSON ® 87 Mayes, Derrick WR 6-0 205 5 Notre Dame 16/15 
H_ 10 FEAGLES = 75 Mcintosh, Chris OT 6-6 315 R Wisconsin 
PR 31 ROGERS 28 Joseph , = 49 Mili, Itula TE 6-4 265 4 Brigham Young 16/2 
KR_ 31 ROGERS 15 J. Williams* 82 Jackson* = 44 Milne, Brian _ FB 6-3 254 5 PennState 10/0 
KC 60 BLOEDORN 88 May 68 Kehl 48 Osborne" __ & _8 Moorman, Brian P 5-11 180 1 Pittsburg (Kan.) State 0/0 
* Rookie = 50 Myles,DeShone LB 6-2-2385 = 3. Nevada 5/0 
= 48 Osborne, Scot LS 6-4 274 R William & Mary 
2000 SCHEDULE | 1999 RESULTS rE 97 Parker, Riddick DT 6-3 274 4 North Carolina 16/3 
m 2 Peterson, Todd PK 5-10 177 6 Georgia — 16/0 
= fees == = 35 Phillips, Rodnick RB 5-11 205 R_ Southern Methodist 
Sept.3 at Miami 4:15 p.m. Sept. 12 Detroit (-9.5) 20-28 ° eee ee we SO Ce els 
; —— ; ® 31 Rogers, Charlie WR 5-9 179 2 Georgia Tech 12/0 
Sept. 10 St, Louis 4:15 p.m. Sept. 19 At Chicago (3).14-13_ a 22 = Ss 
Sant D6 AI Pittsbu ~ = ; e 51 Simmons, Anthony LB 6-0 230 3 Clemson 16/16 
Sept.17 New Orleans 4:15pm, | Sept.26 At Pittsburgh _(+3.5)_ 29-10 & ton 
____._—_— ot Oct.3 Oakland (3.5) 22-21 @ _70 Sinclair, Michael DE 6-4 275 10 Eastern New Mexico 15/15 
Soph 25iat San Degg SS SIE. Boe | och Ag BYE ® 24 Springs, Shawn CB. 6-0 195 4 OhioState 16/16 
Qct.2 __at Kansas City pm. | Oct.17 AtSanDiego (2) 10-13 ® 38 Strong, Mack FB 6-0 235 7 Georgia 14/1 
Oct.§ _at Carolina 4:15 p.m. | Oct.24 Buffalo (+2.5) 26-16 © 48 Swinton, Reginald WR 6-0 172 1 Murray State 0/0 
Oct. 15 _ Indianapolis ah | new A Breen Bay aaa on = 61 Tobeck, Robbie Cc 6-4 298 7 WashingtonState 15/0 
Deans ot Nenad a that | Erg (6) 20-17 & -25_ Tongue, Reggie s 6-0 206 5 Oregon State 16/16 
Oct. 29 _Kansas City _415P-m. | \ou.21_AtKansas Gly (43) 31-19 & 21 Vinson, Fred CB___-11 180 2 Vanderbilt___16/4 
Nov.5__ San Diego 415 PM. | Nov.28 Tampa Bay (55) 346 © 29 Walker, Cory RB 5-10 188 A Arkansas State 
Nov. 12 at Jacksonville 1PM | Dec.5 At Oakland (2) 21-30. $ 91 Watson, Tim OT 6-4 290 RA Rowan 
Nov.19 Open a || St ee CC Watters, Ricky RB 6-1 217 10 Notre Dame 16/16 
Nov.26 Denver Aqsipins | \Dectta™atDenver (+2) 30°36" = 69 Wedderburn, Floyd OT 6-5 933 2 Penn State 0/0 
Dec.3 _at Atlanta 1pm, | Dec:28 Kansas ey ae eta = 74 Weiner, Todd OT 64 300 3 Kansas State 10/1 
Dec.10 at Denver 4:05 p.m. POSTSEASON E - 15 Williams, James WR 5-10 180 AR Marshall 
Dec. 16 Oakland 4:05 p.m. Jan.9 Miami (-3) 17-20 — 77 Williams, Lamanzer DE 6-4 272 1 Minnesota 0/0 
Dec. 23 Buifalo 8:20 p.m. * Overtime 2 27 Williams, Willie CB 5-9 180 8 Western Carolina 15/15 
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)}n Gunther Cunningham's first season as 
Mhead coach, all but one of the Chiefs’ 
Wlosses came by single digits, and they 
never lost badly all season. On the whole, 
they outscored their opponents 390-322. 
Kansas City won using the old Marty 
Schottenheimer philoso- 
phy of winning the sack 
battle and the turnover 
battle decisively. 

The Chiefs were 
~ one of the better rushing 
teams in football, even though their two 
leading rushers gained just 627 and 414 
yards, respectively. 
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Offense 

The 390 points the Chiefs scored in ’99 
were the most by the team since Hank 
Stram was running his offense of the ’70s 
in the late ’60s. But that total can be mis- 
leading because 11 touchdowns came on 
returns, nine of them defensive, and the 
Chiefs’ offense often found itself playing 
on a short field thanks to the defense and 
special teams. Still, the Chiefs improved a 
lot on offense by taking a step backward. 
In °98, QB Elvis Grbac struggled with 
injuries and a lack of confidence, and 
under first-year offensive coordinator 
Jimmy Raye, he did not see things unfold 
quickly enough, often putting his defense 
in bad field position with costly errors. 
Everything was simplified for Grbac in ’99 
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under Raye and QB coach Tom Rossley, 
and Grbac cut way down on his mistakes 
and was able to get the ball away quick 
enough while generally avoiding intercep- 
tions and costly turnovers. 


QUARTERBACKS « Grbac is a strong but 
not great thrower with good size and a 
powerful arm. He is generally pretty accu- 
rate and at times very accurate, and he does 
what he is coached to do if not too much 
> is asked of him. Last season he start- 
ed all 16 games for the first time 

in his career and seemed to win 
over many of his teammates who 
did not trust him in *98. Still, he had 
too many passes sail on him, and his 
lack of great vision and mobility hurt the 
team at times. He also needed a scaled- 
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down offense to operate quickly enough to 
make things work. Warren Moon still has a 
quick release and some throwing ability, 
but he tums 44 in November and only 
attempted three passes last year, so it is 
hard to say how much he has left. 


RUNNING BACKS = The Chiefs did not 
have any standouts in this area in "99 and 
had only one back rush for more than 100 
yards in a game. Still, with a RB-by-com- 
mittee approach, Kansas City finished 
fourth in the NFL in rushing. After moving 
from fullback/H-back to running back, Kim- 
ble Anders was having the game of his life 
ys. the Broncos in Week Two with 142 yards 
on just 22 carries before he injured his 
Achilles’ tendon. The sure-handed, clutch 
and reliable Anders will turn 34 in Septem- 
ber, and the older you get, the harder it is to 
come back from Achilles injuries. The 
Chiefs hope Anders can be their Marcus 
Allen, and they still regard him as their best 
pass-catching back. Last season’s leading 
rusher, Donnell Bennett, started only once 
but was generally featured when the team 
used a one-RB offense. He is not quite what 
you are looking for in either a fullback or 
tailback but is a 245-pound back with some 
run skills and good hands. As a rookie, Mike 
Cloud showed flashes of enough run skills 
and make-you-miss ability to make the 
Chiefs think he can be be their best back in 
2000 if he is big and durable enough to take 
more of a pounding. FB Tony Richardson 
may look and play stiff, but he is a very hard 

runner with power and better run skills and 

hands than you might think. He also is 

an aggressive blocker who gets after 

people. He had a breakthrough 

season in 99. Rashaan Shehee is 

basically a third-down, pass-catching 

back. Rookie Frank Moreau was very 

productive in Louisville’s one-RB offense. 

He is not that big, fast, nifty or elusive, yet 
he still gained yards, 


RECEIVERS = The Chiefs have done an 
excellent job of getting big, athletic 
receivers who can make Grbac look better 
than he really is. The WR and TE starters 
could all be first-round picks if Sylvester 
Morris can make the first unit as a rookie. 
Morris has great size, good speed and 
power and generally reliable hands. He is a 
good person and a hard worker, and the 
Chiefs have had some character problems in 
recent years. The other wideout figures to 
be former Browns first-round pick Derrick 
Alexander, who was no choir boy earlier in 
his career, He has size and speed and the 
ability to jump and to run after the catch, 
and he has improved his concentration. 
Kevin Lockett can be a solid third receiver 
operating out of the slot. Tony Gonzalez is 

the most gifted pass-catching tight end in 
™, football. A two-sport star in college, 
S Gonzalez combines the basketball 
=| skills of a power forward, espe~ 
Ps cially when it comes to coming 
Ey down with balls in tight quarters, with 

the speed and pass-catching skills of a 
wide receiver. But despite having large, soft 


hands, he still drops more than he should 
because of concentration lapses. He is a 
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CRIS DISHAK ve ERG WARFIELD 

ff Dishman isn't over the hill, he’s at the 
edge of it. Warfield is an up-and-comer. Rook- 
le William Bartee is 2 dark horse. 


___ QB Elvis Grbac gets hurt and igam stum- 
bles toa losing record. 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


OG Jeff’ Blackshear, LB Lew Bush, DE’ 
_ Duane Clemons, C Aaron Graham, DT Steve 
" Martin, P-Todd Sauerbrun, OG Brenden Stai 


very physical receiver but is known as more 
of a finesse, get-in-their-way blocker. 


OFFENSIVE LINE = Injuries, iliness and a 
desire to be traded to a team in the New 
Jersey area so that he can best take care of 
his son all cloud OG Dave Szott’s future in 
Kansas City. Not too long ago, Szott was 
considered the best guard in the NFL never 
to go to a Pro Bow] and a better player than 
fellow OG Will Shields. Szott has always 
been the tough-guy overachiever who did 
everything right but never looked pretty 
doing it. Shields, a Pro Bowl regular, was 
the smooth, fluid, athletic guard who was 
agile and light on his feet but not really 
nasty. He also tended to be more erratic. C 
Tim Grunhard is a strong, tough warrior 
with limited athletic ability, but he normal- 


ly grades out as one of the better centers in 
football]. At tackle, the Chiefs will start two 
recent first-round picks, Victor Riley and 
John Tait. Riley is huge, athletic, light on 
his feet, powerful and is the most gifted 
tackle the team has had since the late 60s, 
but he can be his own worst enemy. He 
tends to get fat and lazy, looks to take the 
easy way out too often and loses his focus 
and concentration. Tait, a 99 first-rounder, 
got off to a very slow start because of an 
ugly holdout, but by season's end was 
Starting to look like a big-time left tackle. 
He is smart and athletic, has good feet and 
is much more aggressive in the run game 
than most Brigham Young offensive line- 
men. Although he came out after his junior 
season, he was an older rookie because he 
went on a church mission, and his maturi- 
ty showed through last season. If Szott 
cannot go because of illness, injury or a 
trade, ex-Raven Jeff Blackshear, ex-Steeler 
Brenden Stai or holdover Jeff Smith should 
replace him. Blackshear was very highly 
regarded in Baltimore at one time for his 
power blocking, which is something the 
Chiefs stress. But he struggled in Brian 
Billick’s complex passing offense. He 
could be a very pleasant surprise for the 
Chiefs, The Steelers felt Stai had hit a wall 
in his development. Smith, who looks slow 
and unathletic, is such a hard worker and 
a good technician that he generally 
manages to get the job done. 
| Aaron Graham, who had been 
starting at center for the Cardinals, 
signed on, which means the Chiefs 
could switch Grunhard to guard if nec- 
essary. Graham lacks strength and pop in 
the running game but is a worker and can 
make the deep snap. 


Defense 

Despite numerous injuries on the line, 
the Chiefs’ ‘D’ had 45 takeaways, 40 sacks 
and scored nine touchdowns, and it often 
put the offense in terrific field position. 


DEFENSIVE LINE » The unsung hero of the 
this unit is DL coach Bob Karmelowicz, 
who has an uncanny ability to relate to 
hard-to-deal-with players and get them in 
his corner and playing much harder than 
they would for anyone else. The book on 
DT Chester MeGlockton has always been 
that he could be King Kong in shoulder 
pads. But he is always hurt, and when he 
does play, he goes hard about once every 
four downs. But last season McGlockton 
started every game, and while he only had 
14 sacks, he was in on 81 stops and had 12 
tackles for loss and a team-best 54 pres- 
sures. Dan Williams, the other tackle, had 
a career year in '97, missed the 98 season 
because of a bitter holdout and then was 
plagued by injuries in ’99 but still started 
nine games at both end and tackle. He 
should be a tackle in 2000 because Tom 
Barndt left for Cincinnati. Williams was 
incredibly quick and fast in his prime, but 
going into "97 he had had more knee surg- 
eries than sacks, and aside from that sea- 
son, he has never been the player he was 
supposed to be when Denver took him in 
the first round in 93. Ex-Eagle Steve Mar- 
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tin, who signed on as a free agent, has 
improved to the point where he can start. 
He will be an adequate third tackle if his 
signing bonus does not effect his work 
ethic. The Chiefs had to overwork DE 
Leslie O’ Neal in ’99 because of injuries to 
others. O’ Neal, 36, can still be an effective 
situational rusher but is not effective if he 
has to play more than half the snaps. He 
was considered a clubhouse lawyer in San 
Diego, but under Karmelowicz’s tutelage, 
he has been more of positive leader. Eric 
Hicks started every game at left end and 
played a lot better than anyone ever felt he 
could. He has gotten so much better with 
Karmelowicz’s coaching that it’s doubtful 
his college coaches would recognize him. 
However, Hicks is still not a gifted player 
and is not nearly as big and powerful in 
the lower body as you would like. Ex- 
Viking Duane Clemons could turn 
} into a big-time pass-rushing end 

under Karmelowicz. Clemons is a 
tremendous athlete with great move- 
ment skills who always underachieved 
in Minnesota. John Browning is a talented 
300-pound end who always seems to be 
hurt. When he does play, he lacks instincts 
and reaction. 


LINEBACKERS « The late Derrick Thomas 
will be missed, but he may have been the 
Chiefs’ third-best player in this area in "99. 
Donnie Edwards played at a Pro Bowl 
level after moving from middle *backer to 
the right side. He has super speed, super 
playing speed and great athleticism to go 
with top instincts, vision, anticipation and 
good explosiveness. Ex-Redskin Marycus 


Patton was considered over the hill by the 
Redskins, even though he started every 
game in Washington from *95 to “98. He 
extended his starting streak in Kansas City 
and was named the team’s MVP because 
of his intangibles and toughness. Patton is 
basically a two-down, running-down mid- 
die ‘backer who plays well tackle to tackle 
but lacks speed and range. Former Charg- 
ers starter Lewis Bush was signed to 
replace Thomas. Thomas was a flashy 
playmaker who relied on his speed and 
athleticism to make plays and was 
not very strong at the point of 
attack but was a terrific pass 
rusher. Bush is a traditional strong- 
side ‘backer who can take on and con- 
trol the tight end and play fundamentally 
sound football, but he is not a playmaker or 
pass rusher. Gary Stills is a lot more simi- 
Jar to Thomas. Stills can really run, but his 
instincts may be off. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS = At age 34, James 
Hasty started all but one game and went to 
the Pro Bowl, and Cris Dishman, who is 
three months younger than Hasty, started 
every game and had a team-high 22 passes 
broken up while picking off five passes. 
Hasty, who had seven picks and 102 tack- 
les, can still run and is a big, physical 
bump-and-run corner. Dishman has to get 
his hands on the receiver and control him 
by keeping the wideout in front of himself 
because he has lost a lot of his once-great 
recovery speed. Young Eric Warfield was 
the Chiefs’ third corner and nickel back 
and had three picks and 12 passes broken 
up. He showed outstanding athleticism and 


GRADE 


much better speed and instincts than he 
ever displayed at Nebraska. He could beat 
out Dishman if he continues to develop. 
Big, fast rookie William Bartee will be 
groomed behind Hasty, a marvel who does 
not appear to have lost any speed or tough- 
ness. FS Jerome Woods is big, fast, tough 
and physical with good range, but he is not 
a real ballhawk and does not pick off 
enough passes because he is more inclined 
to go for the killer hit than the ball. Larry 
Atkins, a king-sized safety who was 
drafted in the third round in °99, is 
slated to replace Reggie Tongue at 

SS. But Atkins may only play on 
running downs, with a corner 
replacing him against the pass. 

Rookie Greg Wesley has great size and 
CB speed and could also be tried as a 
bump corner, but he may be the team’s 
eventual starter at strong safety. 


Special teams 
The big problem with PK Pete Stoy- 
anovich is that he has lost some range and 
can no longer kick off well enough. P 
Daniel Pope struggled with his consistency 
and with blocks as a rookie. He should be 
challenged by Todd Sauerbrun, who looks 
like Ray Guy when he is in a good groove 
and like Russell Erxleben when he is 
--\ out of sync, as he was last season. 
». Dante Hall and Desmond Kitch- 
ings were drafted to replace 
'-~ Tamarick Vanover on kickoff and 
punt returns. Both rookies are small, 
quick, fast and explosive players with 
make-you-miss moves and speed in the 

4.4-10-4.48-second range. 


Total net yards | 


Rushing yards 


[Passing yards 
Rushing plays | _ 


‘Sacks allowed 


Had intercepted | 


‘Fumbles lost| 


Yards porstead | 


Punts 


Total net yards | 


Rushing yards 


| Passing yards 


Rushing plays 


Sacks allowed 
Had intercepted | 


Fi umbles lost 


Yards 5 penalized | 


15-52-1 eae 


2-7-0 | 


22-0) 14-1)-0] 1-4-1)-0 


16-70-1 


Richardson 


“sieg 


e140 


6-33-0| 17-711 | 6-33-0 


| ero 337-0 { 8-20-0 


Shehee 


5-(5)-0 


| 


<4 


18-26-1 
196-0 


11-15-0| 16-31-0/ 
iad-2| 196-1 | 


8-160 
112-2 


12-22-0| 22-423 
149-2 | 254-2 


19-29-0 
215-2 | 


[2413-1] 3-42-0 | 
! 


3-21-0| 220-0] _4-42-0 | 
; 


2-6-0 


+ 
1-6-0 


442-0 | 


1-4-0 3-37-0 


__ 6-83.2 | 


1-20-0 | 


3-25-0 


212-0 | 


[Richardson 


537-0 | 


216-0 | 


Rison 


Shehee 


1-12-0 f 3-30-0 | 


T 


* Doesn't Include all players, ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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Kansas City Chiefs 
One Arrowhead Drive 


NO. NAME POS 


WT. EXP. COLLEGE 


GP/ES 


a 
a 
2 
a 
® 82 Alexander, Derrick WR as 210 7 Michigan 16/15 
Kansas City, Missouri 64129 = 72 Alford, Darnell OT 6-4 334 R Boston College 
816/920-9300 ® 38 Anders, Kimble —«~FB 5-11 226 10 Houston 2/2 
Official Website: www.kcchiefs.com = _35 Atkins, Larry SUBST T2802 UCLAR = 9/0 
Stadium: Arrowhead Stadium = 24 Bartee, William CB. 6-1 +180 R Oklahoma if 
Capacity: 79,451 3 30 Bennett, Donnell RB 6-0 245 7 Miami(Fla) — 15/1 
Playing surface: Grass = 69 Blackshear, Jeff OG 6-6 323 8 NortheastLouisiana 16/16 
Gunther Cunningham +1999 record: 9-7; Second in AFC West ~ 93 Browning, John DE 6-4 305 5 West Virginia 0/0 
= — @ _ 6 Bruce, Arland WR_ 5-9 190 R Minnesota Ei 
Founder: Lamar Hunt; Chairman of the board: Jack W. Steadman; President-GM-CEO: ® 51 Bush, Lew LB 6-2 245 8 Washington State 16/14 
Carl Peterson; Exec. V.P.-Asst. GM: Dennis Thum; V.P. of football operations: Lynn © 99 Clemons, Duane DE 65 272 5 California ~~ 46/9 
Stiles; Director of player personnel: Terry Bradway; Director of college scouting: = 4 “Cloman, Scott WR 6-3 200 1 Southern 0/0 
Chuck Cook; Director of pro personnel: Bill Kuharich ~ “34 Cloud, Mike _ ~_RB 5-10 205 2 Boston College 71/0 
Head coach; Gunther Cunningham = _15 Collins, Todd — QB 6-4 228 6 Michigan ~ 0/0 
Assistant coaches: Tom Clements, quarterbacks; Jeff Fish, asst. strength and condition- @ 9 _ Crandell, Marcus QB 5-11 205 1 East Carolina 0/0 
ing, Jim Hostler, offensive asst./quality controk Jeff Hurd, strength and conditioning, Bob = 1 Dar Dar, Kirby WR 5-9 186 3 Syracuse 0/0 
Karmelowicz, defensive line; Al Lavan, running backs, Richard Mann, wide receivers; @ 41 Dennis, Pat CB 6-0 202 RR Louisiana-Monroe 
Jimmy Raye, off. coordinator, Keith Rowen, tight ends; Kurt Schottenheimer, defensive ™ og Dishman, Cris CB 6-0 196 13 Purdue Sa eis 
coordinator, Willie Shaw, asst. head coach/defensive backs; Mike Solari, offensive line; ™ —Eq-eaaa-- ————— —S oe, SAE TET Ty, 
Mike Stok, special teams, Joa Vit, Inebackars; Darvin Wall, def asst/qualty convo, W 22 -edwards, Donnie "LB "6-2 295 57UCLA TeV 
e . Special teams, Joe . fine: ers, Varvin Wallis, f asst./quality control. - “47. Gall, Chris FB 6-0 232 1 indiana “0/0 
, - «= _ 2 Gallery, Nick iPS 6-4 245 1 lowa es) 
“83 Gammon, Kendall C 6-4 2609 Pittsburg (Kan) Stata 16/0 
OE ee ae 
= 55 George, Ron LB. 6-2 247 8 Stanford ___16/0 
WR 62 ALEXANDER 80 Parker 89 Rison = 88 Gonzalez, Tony _ TE: 6-4 251 4 California 15/15, 
ee 2 a 
iray, ariton cB 65-( 8 UCLA 16/0 
OLG 79 S$ # 69 Blackshear 65 Smith = 8 Grbac, Elvis QB 6-5 2378 Michigan 16/16 
C GIGRUNHARD 54 Graham 52 E. King ® 61 Grunhard, Tim Cc 6-2 311 11 Notre Dame 16/16 
earls oe — oo 
~ 2 jas mes _ CB 313 Washington State _1£ 
ORT 66 2: More & "98 Hicks, Eric DE 6-6 278 3 Maryland 16/16 
TE 88 GONZALEZ 85 Jacoby 83 Gammon = = _39 Hinton, Brian CB 5-9 173A _Sotitheast Missouri St. _ 
i memes eon ee ee ee ee 
-RBAC 7 £5 vat KSOn, Vershan FB 6-1 j_Nebraska _ 0/0 
QB _ 16 GRBAC Ms A TE 15. Cofins : 94 Jackson, Jonathan LB 6-2 239 R Oregon State = 
RB 34 CLOUD 38 Anders _22 Shehee 46 Moreau - 85 Jacoby, Mitch: al t= 6-4 260 4 Northern Illinois 6/0 
FB 49 RICHARDSON 30 Bennett 38 Anders = _52 King, Eric OG 6-4 299 R Richmond = 
® 43 King, Percy  S 6-4 218 R Ohio State = 
Ce © 45 Kirby, Charles FB 6-1 247 _—*1-_‘Virginia 0/0 
DLE 98 HICKS 93 Browning w 17 Kitchings, Desmond WR 5-9 175 AR Furman Ss 
. = a /0 
McGLOCKTON “67 Kubik, Brad OG 6-3 292 1 SWMissouriState 0/0 
iT aTe Se Rareom = 44 Lindquist, Bil QB 6-4 204 1 Benedictine ——~O/O 
DRT 92 WILUAMS 90 Martin - ™ 81 Lockett, Kevin. ||_WA 6-0 187 4 Kansas State “6/1 
DRE 99 CLEMONS 911.O'Neal 96 Word ® (90 Martin, Steve DT 64 303 5 Missouri 16/15 
BUSH i = 57 Maslowski, Mike LB 6-1 246 2 Wisconsin-LaCrosse 15/0 
Sener SUE ® "75 McGlockton, Chester DT 6-4 328 9 Clemson 16/16 
_MLB 53 PATTON 57 Maslowski _ 50 Terry m 42 McGrew, Brock WR 6-2 210 A North Texas =x 
WLB 59 EDWARDS 55 George - = 3 -87_McMullin, Kirk TE 6-4 250 A Pittsburgh — 
LCB 44 WARFIELD 26 Dishman 41 Dennis* % 1 Moon,Warren QB —6-3._—- 218 17 Washington 1/0 
> - = = 46 Moreau, Frank _ RB ‘6-0 224 R Louisville _ — 
_RCB 40 HASTY 24 Bartee 23 Gray 29 Serwanga = (84 Morris, Sylvester WR 6-3 208 FR Jackson State _ ae 
SS _ 35 ATKINS 25 Wesley* wm _57 Murphy, Rob OG 6-5 305 1 Ohio State 0/0 
<S 21 WOODS ® 91 O'Neal, Leslie DE 6-4 281 15 Oklahoma State 16/10 
cee ETN oe = "52 O'Neal, Andre (B61 235. -R Marshall 
Ls © 60 Parker, Lary WA 61 200 2 USC F070 
rt seman 19 Peee__26 ne S Shit res tess at ee 
P a atton, Marvcus z GIG: 
Pi, 10 STOvANGWICn = 04 Pearsall, Melvin TE 6-2 245 1 Florida State 0/0 
H 5S SAUERBRUN 15 Collins = _12 Perez, Jose WR 6-0 195 R Murray State = 
PR 80 PARKER 20 Hall” 17 Kitchings* = _13 Pope, Daniel 4 5-10 203° 2 Alabama 180 
KR 20 HALL* 80 Parker 17 Kitchings* 22 Shehee 2 9 fate sere a Bs 27 # Bree Be) 
KC 83 GAMMON ® (49 Richardson, Tony FB 6-1 235 6 Auburn — 16/16 
* Rookie; # status undetermined at presstime = 66 Riley, Victor OT 6-5 3343 Auburn 16/16 
se ya unS Be = 42 Riley, Earl | _S 6-0 203. -R Washington Stale 
= _89 Rison, Andre WR 6-1 199 12 Michigan State 15/14 
~ 5 Sauerbrun, Todd ls 5-10 204 6 West Virginia 16/0 
; ; 29 Serwanga,Wasswa CB 5-11 1909 2 UCLA OE 
All tinea Eastern © 45. Shay, Brian "RB 5-8 213 1 Emporia (Kan,) Stale 0/0 
DATE _ OPPONENT MLS is = 22 Shehee, Rashaan RB 5-10 210 3 Washington —=__9/5 
Sept. 3_ Indianapolis pm. | Sept. 12 At Chicago _(-3)_ 17-20 § 68 Shields, Will _ OG 6-3 321 8 Nebraska 16/16 
Sept. 10 at Tennessee 1 p.m. Sept. 19 Denver (+3.5) 26-10 = “62 Sluder, Kevin DT 6-3 270 R MississippiState  _ 
Sept 17_ San Diego Lan. | S20 28 ta ae aris —OT — e420 Nowueaon a Sia 10e 
= at D2 ed 435 pane | DS Ae ewe (1) 1421 8 7 ages = OG 64 3106 Neriuiem eieii6 
Oct.2 Seattle Bpm, | Oct 10\ New England (3) 16-14 © “55 Stills, Gary LB 62 235 2 West Virginia 2/0 
Oct.8 Open Oct. 17_BYE ™ 10 Stoyanovich, Pete PK_ 5-11 194 12 Indiana = = 26/0) 
Oct. 15 Oakland fam | Qcket /AtBaltimora (0) 35-8 5 8 Stringer, Germaine WR _5-7__170__R_ Florida State 
7 — Oct.31 San Diego (6) 34-0 ® 79 Szott, Dave OG 6-4 +289 11 Penn State 14/14 
22 StL 1 eg ) 
oo ies PM. | ov? Atindianapolis (+45) 17.25 & _76 Tait, John OT 66 306 2 Brigham Young 12/3 
Oct. 29 at Seattle 4:15 p.m Nov.14 AtTampaBay 3) 4017. ™ 50 Terry, Tim LB 6-3 240 2 Temple 0/0 
Nov.5 at Oakland 4:15 p.m. . pe EeY = 27 Walker, Bracy Ss 6-0 204 7 North Carolina 16/1 
. Ni Seattl 3) 1931 & =f 7 
Naz eiSan Frer@acg © 405 pm lov. 21 Seattle (-3) = 44 Warfield, Eric CB 60 195 3 Nebraska 16/1 
> —— Nov. 28 At Oakland (+35) 37-34 m= 64 Washington, Thomas DT 6-3 310 A Winston-Salem State 
Nov.19_Butfalo! 1PM | Dec.5 At Denver (43.5) 16-10 © 54 Waters, Brian Cc 6-3 293 1 North Texas O70 
Nov, 26 at San Diego 4:15 p.m Dec. 12 Minnesota (4.5) 31-28 © 25 Wesley, Grea Ss 6-2. 214 FA Arkansas-Pine Bluff - 
Dest _atNewengend 80m | ge is Prsugh Co) oie. fgg Wuue.Ted_ GB 62,2251 Howard re 
% | 4A - —- ——— = 
bee a. Jpm. | Dec. 26 At Seattle (+3) 14-23 “60 Willis, Donald OG 6-3 348 3 NorthCarolinaA&T 0/0 
Dec, 17_Denver 1pm. | Jan.2 Oakland (-4.5) 38-41" 21 Woods, Jerome s 6-2 202 5 Memphis 15/15 
at Atlanta * Overtime : 96 Word, Mark DE 6-4 270 2 Jacksonville State 6/0 
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f ] ompare these stat sheets for Team A 
jand Team B. 
i Ym First downs — Team A had 326, 
allowed 266; B had 294, allowed 300. 
=) W Net yardage — A had 5,693, allowed 
ie} 4,880; B had 5,296, allowed 5,245. 
a @ Average yards per 
game — A had 355.8, 
allowed 305.0; B had 
331.0, allowed 327.8. 
@ Penalty yards — 
: A had 825, B had 1,069 
Bi Third-down conversion percentage 
— Ahad 39.4, allowed 33.0; B had 38.2, 
allowed 35.0. 
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Ath place / 
2 14 AFE West 


Now, guess which team was the Titans, 
who went 13-3 and were in the Super 
Bowl, and which team was the Raiders, 
who finished 8-8 and watched the play- 
offs on TV. 

If you did not guess, the Raiders were 
Team A. Oakland compiled a good stat 
sheet and smashed the Buccaneers 45-0 
in Week 15 but still had to watch as Ten- 
nessee stunned the Bills, Colts and 
Jaguars in the postseason. So don't tell 
Jon Gruden and Al Davis that stats tell the 
whole story. The only stat in football that 
counts is what the scoreboard says when 
the clock hits 0:00, and the Raiders came 


(uj WOODSON 


up on the short end of that stick eight 
times in '99 despite their gaudy stats. 
Late-game defensive meltdowns cost 
the Raiders wins against the Packers, 
Seahawks, Broncos and Chiefs and cost 
defensive coordinator Willie Shaw his job, 
while a horrible kicking game played a 
role in almost every Raiders loss. None of 
Oakland's eight losses was by more than 
seven points, and with a better kicking 
game the team could have been 11-5 or 
12-4. The biggest culprit was not Shaw 
but the placekicker, be it Michael Husted, 
who missed 11 field-goal attempts, or 


PREVIEVY 


late-season replacement Joe Nedney, 
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who missed a couple more. The second- 
biggest culprit was P Leo Araguz who 
had a 40.1-yard gross average and a 
32.3-yard net and had one kick blocked. 
With that in mind, it should not have been 
a shock when Davis, who in 1973 made 
Ray Guy the only punter ever taken in the 
first round of the draft, selected amazing 
Florida State PK Sebastian Janikowski in 
the first round and the top available 
punter, Texas A&M's Shane Lechler, in the 
fifth round of this year's draft. 

Now the question is: With a stronger 
kicking game, can the Gruden-coached 
and Davis-run Raiders make the playoffs 
and compete for the Super Bowl, or are 
they more pretenders than contenders? 
The guess here is that, unless they made 
some super picks in between the two kick- 
ers, the Raiders will be somewhat better 
but not an elite, Super Bowl-caliber team. A 
big concern with the Raiders is that four of 
their key players — WR Tim Brown, QB 
Rich Gannon, OG Steve Wisniewski and 
CB Eric Allen — are 33 or older. 


Under Gruden, the Raiders have done a 
lot less vertical passing and have become a 
strong running team that favors shorter, 
high-percentage throws. 


QUARTERBACKS « In Gannon, Gruden has 
a quarterback who fits his offense well. 
Gannon, 34, will never remind anyone of 
Daryle Lamonica with his deep throwing, 
but he is smart and mobile, a very good 
scrambler and a pretty accurate passer with 
adequate arm strength. He had his best sea- 
son in his first year under Gruden, com- 
pleting 59 percent of his passes and throw- 
ing for a career-high 3,840 yards. His 24- 
14 TD-interception ratio was impressive as 
well. But the most impressive thing about 
Gannon were his intangibles. He handled 
pressure and ran the team. Bobby Hoy- 
ing, who was considered the Eagles’ 
quarterback of the future when 
(Y Gruden was the offensive coor- 

dinator in Philadelphia but was a 
bust after Gruden left for Oakland, 

hopes to recapture the form he showed 
early in his career. He has the size, arm and 
speed but must regain his confidence. 


RUNNING BACKS = The Raiders don’t 
have a great back, but the combination of 
Napoleon Kaufman and Tyrone Wheatley 
was awfully effective last season. The two 
backs complement each other beautifully. 
Wheatley ‘is the big, strong, power runner 
with speed to the outside, while Kaufman is 
the speedy, tough outside/breakaway runner 
who can make a defender miss and make 
big plays. Last season Wheatley rushed for 
a career-best 936 yards, averaged 3.9 yards 
carry, had a long run of 30 yards and scored 
eight rushing TDs. Kaufman had 714 rush- 
ing yards and an impressive 5.2-yards-per- 


SUSGECHCE REBAR EGEERERERENECRET ERR 


PFW PROJECTIONS 


With Russell Maryland gone, Raiders need 
Jackson to become a consistent force. 


OLT: 
MO COLLINS vs. MATT STINCHCOMB 

Stinchcomb missed his entire rookie sea- 
son with a shoulder injury. If he wins OLT job, 
Collins could take over at ORG or even ORT. 


“Janikowski’s powerful leg puts so-close 
Raiders over the hump. 


QB Rich Gannon gets hurt, Janikowski 
struggles and offense can’t put up points. | 
4 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


DB Je'Rod Cherry, DB Anthony Dorsett, 
WR David Dunn, CB Tory James, DL Shawn 
Lee, DE Regan Upshaw 


LB Richard Harvey, DT Russell Maryland, | 
SS Anthony Newman, TE Derrick Walker, QB 
Wade Wilson ] 


RO/PK PLAYER COLLERE 
1447 PK Sebastian Janikowski Florida State 


4/107 DT Junior lane 
8/142 P Shane Lechler 
7/227 TE Mondriel Fulcher 


Texas A&M 
Miami (Fla.) 
SW Texas St. 
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carry average. Wheatley also had three TD 
catches, just powering his way into the 
endzone on two of them. FB Jon 
_ Ritchie is a very good receiver but 
1B does not block or run very well. 
7 Zack Crockett has better running 
skills and can also be used as a tail- 
back or one-back in a power backfield. 


RECEIVERS » TE Rickey Dudley has an 
awesome combination of size, speed and 
athletic ability and makes enough big plays 
to keep his job, but he is very unreliable, 
drops too many passes and is just an aver- 
age blocker. Still, how does a defense 
match up with an athletic 6-6, 255-pounder 
who runs the 40 in about 4.6 seconds? Jere- 
my Brigham, who was a backup in college 
at Washington behind Cameron Cleeland, 


has good hands and speed. WR Brown has 
been the Raiders’ go-to guy for a decade. 
He has lost a step and still tends to drop too 
many but is excellent at getting open in the 
intermediate areas and running with the 
ball after the catch. Brown is very resource- 
ful, but he is also highlighted in the 
Raiders’ system. He caught 90 passes for 
1,344 yards and six TDs last season, but his 
longest pass play covered only 47 yards. 
James Jett has world-class speed but is 
small and slight and does not have reliable 
hands. He is basically a vertical receiver 
who would have fit better with Lamonica at 
quarterback. Rookie Jerry Porter is big 
hb and fast and can jump through the 
» roof, but he was a quarterback, 
» defensive back and wide receiver 

in college and is not a polished pass 
catcher or route runner. Nevertheless, 
the Raiders will probably force-feed him 
and live with his mistakes in order to get 
his size and speed in the lineup. 


OFFENSIVE LINE » The best player on this 
unit is not former All-Pro OG Steye Wis- 
niewski, but C Barret Robbins, who is a 
real force in the middle. He has balance 
and power and is quicker than most big 
centers, Wisniewski is still a good, solid, 
tough guard at age 33 but is no longer a Pro 
Bowler. Last year’s first-rounder, Matt 
Stinchcomb, missed his rookie season with 
a shoulder injury but should challenge Mo 
Collins at left tackle his year. Collins gives 
up too many sacks on the left side and is 
too inconsistent. He needs to be a right 
tackle or guard. ORT Lincoln 
Kennedy is a much better run 
(=) blocker than pass blocker and 
” can also play guard. Barry Sims is 
a pretty athletic guard with good feet 
who needs to get much stronger in the 
running game. He was a nice free-agent 
find for the Raiders. 


Last season the Raiders’ defense was very 
good for three quarters but often collapsed 
down the stretch. It gave up only 266 first 
downs, allowing the opposition to convert 
on fewer than one-third of its third-down 
attempts; had 44 sacks; picked off 20 pass- 
es; and gave up just 97.4 rushing yards a 
game. But the bottom line is that Oakland 
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gave up big plays at big times late in games. 
The Raiders surrendered 107 points in the 
fourth quarter, They were in a position to 
finish off four wins but let teams move down 
the field against them in those situations. 


DEFENSIVE LINE = This unit starts with 


Darrell Russell, who could be as good as 
any tackle in football if he pushed himself 
a little harder. Russell has exceptional size, 
speed and athletic ability, is very book 
smart and can be dominating when he 
‘wants to be. Last season he had 9'4 sacks 
but underachieved. Grady Jackson will be 
the other tackle for more than half of the 
downs if he can control his weight. Jack- 
son is very powerful and can be extremely 
tough to block when his weight is down 
and he does not run out of gas quickly. To 
keep Jackson fresh, the Raiders can work 
in Austin Robbins, Chuck Osborne and 
rookie Junior [oane, provided [oane can 
regain the form he showed at Arizona State 
when he was a dominant inside player 
early in the *99 season before he injured 
his knee. DRE Lance Johnstone is a very 
good speed rusher who has gotten a lot bet- 
ter against the run, Johnstone has 
learned to play with proper leverage, 
and that helps him compensate for 

his lack of bulk size. Tony 
Bryant was having a solid rookie 
year at the other DE spot before he 
hurt his ankle. Bryant is a much better 
pass rusher than run defender at this point 
in his career. Former Buccaneers first- 
round bust Regan Upshaw looks to get his 
career back on track near where he starred 
as a collegian at Cal. 


Total net yards. 
[Rushing yards 
| Passing yards 
Flush 


LINEBACKERS » Greg Biekert is a very 
solid and underrated middle linebacker 
who is smart and tough and plays all 
downs. Erie Barton showed very well as a 
rookie once he got a chance to start on the 
weak side. It looks as though he can be a 
playmaker. Barton has good size and 

speed.and is an effective blitzer. The 

third LB spot is Travian Smith’s to 

lose. He has great size and timed 

speed, but while he may run in 

the 4.5-second range, he plays 

like a 5.4 guy because there is so 

much uncertainty in his play. Sam 

Sword is a tough, effort player who is best 

suited to back up in the, middle. He does 
not run very well. 


DEFENSIVE BAGKS = One of Davis’ 
biggest problems with Shaw last season 
was that the defensive coordinator left 
Charles Woodson at left cornerback 
instead of moving him around so that he 
always covered the opposition’s best 
receiver. Woodson is a premier corner 
with great skills and ability and a big-play 
maker whom quarterbacks generally 
chose to throw away from. That meant 
they were generally throwing at Allen, a 
smart veteran who is often a step slow at 
this stage in his career. Allen survives on 
smarts and instincts. but he is 34 and was 
never a burner to begin with, Former 
Bronco Tory James has more of the size- 
speed combination the Raiders want on 
the corner. He showed he would hit last 
season in Denver. At safety, the Raiders 
are hoping that two speedsters, Anthony 
Dorsett (formerly of the Titans) and 
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Je’Rod Cherry (formerly of the Patriots), 
who were never much more than special- 
teams players with their old teams, 

—~ will finally mature and take over at 

® least at one of the spots. Marcus 

» Ray is tough but lacks good 
movement and cover skills and 

can’t cover the slot receiver. Charles 
Mincy is better in coverage but is too 

small against the run. 


special teams 


Last season this unit was at least partly 
£ to blame for at least four losses, and the 
= kickers were the biggest culprits. Jani- 
® kowski has the strongest leg most scouts 
® have ever seen. He kicks the ball out of the 
™ endzone on half his kickoffs and could 
e break Jason Elam’s and Tom Dempsey’s 
= record for the longest field goal. But 
= Janikowski also could fall apart the way 
® other first-round placekickers such as Rus- 
® sell Erxleben and Steve Little did, and the 
rookie is no boy scout off the field. Lech- 
ler was the biggest of a so-so group of pun- 
ters. He has a yery strong leg but is erratic 
= and will shank and line drive quite a few of 
® his kicks. Darrien Gordon, who can also be 
® a solid fourth corner, is one of the best punt 
returners in the game and is always 
thinking touchdown. Kaufman is still 
very dangerous on kickoff returns, 
and Woodson could do a great 
job on both punt and kickoff 
returns if the Raiders used him in 
those areas. Punt coverage was a major 
problem last year, but players such as 
Dorsett and Cherry should really help. 
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TOTALS 


PO SE Yes 5 Re of FH] ees if st aT as ee SCs | a eee ee) 
(ee a aan Fo ES ea ee) a Pay eS ey | eee 7 ere Der 7 eee Cy (i Paeay, 
Yards penalized | 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS * 
=— |_3-11-0 | __6-11-0 | a0 361 | veo} | 0] Gat | 381 | 8520] 231] 45-0] 45-91-41] 
5-48-1| 5470| 2130| 460] 4220! 5600] | 7-430| 240) 4901| 3(3}0| 1-3-0] 3-17-0 | 46-298-2 | 
oot getopo = fe feats] = 2h i eee Ais 9-322 
oO) to-18-0| 7-420 |" 36-0) 32720) 7330!" soo) 1265-0 11-220] 7-220) 10-760! 7-510] 61922] 745.0| 9-15.0| 138-714-2/ 
841-1 20-100-1 | 11-30-0| 25-97-2|  8-18-0| 8-16-0| 2259-0) 16-53-0| 11-48-0) 21-80-0/ 11-49-0 | 19-111-2| 12-13-0| 17-86-1| 242-596-8 
ae —— —* 7 PASSING **— , : es ae 
21-93-0 | 2635-0] 19-34-1] 25-36-2] 15-22-0] 2651-1] 7-28-1| 18-24-0|] 17-344] 19-202] 19-24-1| 20-28-1| 15260] 16-33-1| 25-47-2| 304-515-14 
248-1 205-2! 220-2| 248-1| 155-0 | 3522) 130-0 | 254-4 222-2| 292-2) 253-2| 273-1) 141-1 | 266-1 | 328-3 | 3840-24 
| 23-0 | 0-2-0 2-5-0 
| >. i 10-0 =] ail . Oe 
— ___ RECEIVING = = = 
2-39-0 | 2-15-0 | 4-12-0 | | 1-9-0 | I 290] i = = 8-108-0 | 
L = | 4220] | ey (eg Oe P| 4-7-0 | _ | 220 _B-56-1 | 
.Walke fate | 247-0 —— uz | 212-0} 221-0 ol Wile. aa _7-71-1 | 
| Dudley | 249-0) 3-354) 4404 [205-0] |__2-36-0 t 2442 | 4-724] 4-622) 454-0| 4-441 [230-0] 4-43-1| 251-0 39-555-9 | 
Jatt 3-88-0| 240-1) 2-20-0| 247-0) 119-0) 437-0) 458-1] 1-7-0] 3520] 2130] 15-0) 356-0) 3440) 4420) 4545-0 39-552-2 
Jordan 3490 | 2120/30) eof | pot Y [Son SN ee a ee ee a 
Kautman | 1-6-0) 1-3-0) 2-22-00) 541-0] 1-17-0| 4-1-0 | | | = | | [| 18-0} 3-620 | __ 134-0 | 2-20-1 18-181-1 | 
Mickens 142-0 | 1-150 | 1-30-0) 222-0| 1-120]  4-42-0 | a aes [233-0] 2-25-0 1-9-0/ 2-26-0/ 2-26-0| 20-261-0| 
Ritchie 2490/ 1-50) 441-0| 1-190! 447-0] 2200) 290] | B90) 414 : 548-0! 3-27-0| 3-42-0| 1-4-0] 217-0 | 8-50-0 45-408-1 
T Brown $-51-0| 9-66-0} 9-121-1 | 456-1] 651-0) 3-47-0 | 11-190-1 | 7-113-0 | 7-117-0| 3-46-0 5-B3-0| 6-75-2|  3-30-( 4-47-1 | 3-109-0| 6-122-0| _90-1344-6 
Wheatley 240-0) 1-20)  2-14-0 1-8-0]  245-0| 221-0] 1-+(-1)-0| 233-2 | 1-7-0 | | 226-0) 1-1-0] 1-26-0] 3-341 21-196-3 | 


= Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 


aft 


7, 


ot 


PREV TE 


www, profootballweekly.com 


TEAM DIRECTORY 


2 
x 
Oakland Raiders Sa NO. NAME POS. _HT.__ WT. EXP. COLLEGE 
1220 Harbor Bay Parkway ® 68 Akers, Jeremy OG 6-5 305 1 Notre Dame 0/0 
Alameda, California 94502 ® 58 Alexander, Elijah LB 6-2 235 8 Kansas State _ 0/0 
510/864-5000 = 21 Allen, Eric cB 5-10 185 13 Arizona State 16/16 
Official Website: www.raiders.com = "2 Araguz, Leo P 5-11 190 5 Stephen F. Austin 16/0 
Stadium: Network Associates Coliseum = _73 Ashmore 2, Darryl OG-OT 6-7 310 8 Northwestern 16/2 
Capacity: 63,132 ® 50 Barton, Eric LB 6-2 245 2 Maryland 16/3 
\\ Playing surface; Grass = (54 Biekert, Greg LB 6-2 255 8 Colorado _ 16/16 
Jon Gruden 1999 record: 8-8; Fourth in AFC West = 43 Black, Clifton Ss 6-0 195 R SW Texas State 
= = ~ Fe Branch, Calvin Ss 5-11 195 4 Colorado State 16/1 
i . » _87 Brigham, Jeremy We 6-6 255 3 Washington 16/2 
President of the General Lie bes Al Davis & 55 Brooks, Bobby LB 6:2 2401 Fresno State. 110 
Chiet executive: Amy Trask; Exec. assistant: Al LoCasale; Senior assistant: Bruce Allen = 81_Brown, Tim ~_WR 6-0 195 13 Notre Dame 16/16 
Head coach: Jon Gruden e _94 Bryant, Tony DE 6-6 275 2 Florida State 10/0. 
Assistant coaches: Fred Biletnikolf, wide receivers; Chuck Bresnahan, defensive coordi- © _4 Buchanan, Shamari_ WR 6:2 215 Nabama . a 
nator, Willie Brawn, squad development, Bill Callahan, offensive coordinator/offensive line, @ 48 Burke, John TE 6-4 240 _5 Virginia Tec! 
Bob Casullo, special teams; Jim Erkenbeck, tight ends; Garrett Giemont, strength and con- & 13 Cannon, Rico _WR____6-2 200 __1_ Newberry 0/0 
ditioning, Woodrow Lowe, defensive asst; Don Martin, quality control, defense; John Mor- = 30 Cherry, Je'Rod S 6-1 205 _5 California 16/0 
ton, offensive asst; Skip Peete, running backs, Robin Ross, linebackers; David Shaw, = 59 Clements, Jimmy LB 6-2 230 1 GeorgiaTech  _—-_—-—siO/0 
quality control, offense; Gary Stevens, quarterbacks; Mike Waulle, defensive line; Ron _57 Coleman, Roderick DE 6-2 265 2 East Carolina 3/0 
Lynn, defensive backs, a _79 Collins, Mo OT 6-4 325 3 Florida 13/12 
= 80 Copeland, Horace WR 6-3 205 ~—8_-~Miami (Fla.) 0/0 
f ™ 32 Crockett, Zack RB 6-2 240 6 Florida State 13/1 
PROJECTED DEPTH CHART a erceniia ial — Cri Bea RL 
SSS OB ___5-9"_180_1 Cal State-Northridge 0/0 
A 64 DiNapoli,Gennaro OG 6-3 300 3 VirginiaTech _ 11/9 
_WR_ 81 BROWN 85 Mickens 88 Dunn 19 Shannon = “33 Dorsett, Anthony s 5-117 200 5 Pittsburgh 
_OLT 74 STINCHEOMB 71 Parks 79 Collins pl Dreisbach, Scott QB 6-3 210 2 Michigan 
OLG 76 WISNIEWSKI 65 Sims = _83 Dudley, Rickey —SsTE 6-6 255 5 Ohio State — 
63 B. ROBBINS 52 Treu_ em 93 Duff, Jamal DE 6-7 285 4 San Diego State zi 
c B. Bi 62 Trou & 88 Dunn, David WR 6-3 210 6 Fresno State 
ORG 79 COLLINS 64 DiNapoli @ _61 Falconer, Zach LB 6-1 230 R Northeastern = 
KENNEDY ani = 45 Fontenot, Chris = TE 6-4 250 2 McNeese State _ 
Spier eens = 48 Fulcher, Mondrial TE 6-3. 250 R Miami (Fla.) 
TE 83 DUDLEY 87 Brigham _46 Burke = _12 Gannon, Rich QB 6-3 210 13 Delaware = 6 
WR 82 JETT 86 Porter* 89 R. Williams 24C.Woodson © 23 Gordon, Darrien CB. 5-11 190 8 Stantord _ 
GANNON = i4Hoving ; i = _16 Hamilton, Joey WR 6-1 200 RA Jacksonville State 
QB 12 Sere 10'Dreisbach _8 Whellhan = 44 Harris, Johnnie a5 6-2. 210 2 Mississippi State 
AB 47 WHEATLEY 26 Kaufman _28 Jordan ® “44 Hoying, Bobby _ QB 6-3. 220 5 Ohio State 
FB 40 RITCHIE 32 Crockett 48 Fulcher* 34 J. Williams © _5 Husted, Michael PK 60195 8 Virginia 
- 92 loane, Junior DOT 6-4 320 R Arizona State 
TSS SSS SS SS SS SSS SS 75 Isaia, Sale OT. 65 920.1 UCLA 
DLE 94 BRYANT 91 Upshaw 93 Duff = 90 Jackson, Grady DT 6-2 325 4 Knoxville _ 
at mth Lin = s = = 
RUSSELL “ A. i 35 Jackson, Jabari RB 6-2. —- 225 —SR_ USC | =. 
TN aie oS ee Reopens - 52 Jackson, Julius LB 6-1 245 R Nebraska 
DAT 90 G. JACKSON 98 Osborne 97 Lee = 20 James, Tory CB 6-2. = 185 _~—‘5_Louisiana State 
DRE 51 JOHNSTONE 57 Coleman “11_ Janikowski, Sebastian PK 6-1 255 R Florida State 
~ SLB 58 ALEXANDER 53 Smith 5 39 Jennings, Brandon —S 6-0 195 R TexasA&M _ 
= = = = 82 Jett, James = WR 5-10 170 8 West Virginia 
MLB 54 BIEKERT 56 Sword __ 41 Johnson, Eric s 6-0 215 R Nebraska _ 
WLB 50 BARTON 56 Sword & _51 Johnstone, Lance __ DE 6-4 250 5 Temple 
1A 28 Jordan, Randy RB 5-11 215 7 North Carolina 
LCB 24 G. WOODSON 23 Gordon 38 Walker - 26 Kautmani Napoleon RB 5-9 1856 Washington 
_RCB 21 ALLEN 20 James ~ “72 Kennedy, Lincoln OT 6-6 335 8 Washington 
SS 30 CHERRY Pope 42 Ra =» _/ Knight, Marcus WR 6-1 180 R_ Michigan 
a4 ; P y 7 = 70 Kohn, Tim _OG-OT 6-5 320 1 Iowa State 
FS 33 DORSETT 22 Mincy 27 Branch 44 Harris . ~ 9 Lechler, Shane’ Pp $2 230 RA Texas A&M = 
a a « § 97 Lee, Shawn DT 6-2 300 12 Northern sahara i 
n a 
pe eee e'Araguz " SS Mines ae = te sa Sa is Washington 
PK 11 JANIMOWSKI* 6 Nedney 5 Husted x _31 Moore, Jerald RB 5-9 230 4 Oklahoma 
H 9 LECHLER* 14 Hoyin Ss 7 Myles, Toby OT 6-5 320 3 Jackson State 
PR 23 BORDON 246 os xs ——— = _ 6 Nedney, Joe PK 6-5 220 5 San Jose Stale 
: S = = ® 67 Noah, Abdul Salaam DT 6-4 280 R_ San Jose State 
KR_ 86 DUNN 26 Kaufman _28 Jordan ______ & 98 Osborne, Chuck —s~DT_~—S6-2_—«290 «5S Arizona 
KC 62 TREU 54 Biekert = 71 Parks, Nate OG-OT 6-5 305 1 Stanford 
= 2 = bed Pope, Marquez DB 5-11 193 9 Fresno State 
Rookie © 86 Porter, Jerry WR 6-2 220 AR West Virginia 
= 42 Ray, Marcus S__ 5-11 215 2 ~Michigan 
‘ ’ ware = 40 Ritchie, Jon RB 6-1 250 3 Stanford 
L 2000 SCHEDULE | 1999 RESU SULTS ] = (95 Robbins, Austin DT —*6-6 +290 7 North Carolina 
All times Eastern Pointspread refers to Oakland ® 63 Robbins, Barret Cc 6-3 320 6 Texas Christian 
DATE OPPONENT TIME DATE OPPONENT SPREAD SCORE - Si Busse! Darrel OA oS _326 ‘- pee i = 
: i 15 p.m. 1.12 At 48.5) 24-28 © shannon, Larry iE mo 9 ast Carolina 
a I et a a ere WR 5-10 165 6 Norther lowa 
Sept. 10__at Indianapolis 1pm. Sept. 19 At Minnesota (410.5) 22-17 ~ 47 Sheffield, Vermaina WA 6-5 200 _R Eastern Michigan 
Sept. 17 Denver 4:05 p.m. | Sept.26 Chicago Ss (-7)_ 24-17 a 65 Sims, Bary +OG-OT 6-5 295 2 Utah 
‘Sept 24 Cleveland 4:15pm. | Oct3 AtSeattie (+3.5) 21-22 § 53 Smith, Travian LB 6-4 240 3 Oklahoma 
Pat Oct.10 Denver (65) 13-16 = 18 Spann, Creig WR 6-1 185 _1_ Arizona State 
Oct. atSen Francisca 4:18 pm Oct. 17 At Buifalo 435) 2044 § 74 Stinchcomb, Matt OT 66 310 2 Georgia 
BAS Pom ——————— = 86 Stokes, Barry _OT 6-5 310 2 Eastern Michigan 
Oct. 15 _at Kansas City pm | Oob2é.s New York Jets (7) 2423 56 Sword, Sam _ LB 6-1 245 2 Michigan 
Oci.22 Seatlo 4:05 pam. Oct.31 Miami (25) 9-16_ L 99 Taves, Josh DE 6-7. 280 1 Northeastern 
Sek bal at Sen Gi aan — | No.7 BYE § (62 Treu, Adam e} 6-5 300 4 Nebraska 
or Soa Pu: Nov. 14 SanDiego (7) 26-9 ™ 91 Upshaw, Regan __DE 6-4 260 5 California 
Nov.5 Kansas City 4:15 p.m. Nov. 22 Al Denver +15) 21-277 © _38 Walker, Marquis CB 5-10 175 5 SE Missouri State 
Revd saa Denver 9pm. |» ne Sandie Chn : Eta 47 Wheatley, Tyrone RB 6-0 235 6 Michigan 
— = i salt rises E2IlY, ae z = 8 Whelihan, Craig QB 6-5 220 4 Pacific 
Nov. 19 _at New Orleans 1pm. | Dec.5  Seatile (42) 30-21 © 36 White, Anthony RB 6-0 195 A Kentucky 
Nov. 26 Atlanta 4:05 p.m Dec.9 At Tennessee (+3) 14-21 = 15 Williams, Gerald WR 6-3 2001‘ Oklahoma_ 
Dec.3 at Pittsburgh 1 p.m. Dec. 19 Tampa Bay i) 45-0 @ 34 Williams, Jermaine RB 6-0 235 3 Houston 
Dec.10 N.Y. Jets 8:20 ==> = — @ 89 Williams, Rodney WR 6-0 190 3 Arizona 
eee PM. | Dec.26 AtSanDiego __(-3.5) 20-23 5 “76 Wisniewski, Steve OG 6-4 305 12 Penn State 16/16 
Dec. 16 _al Seattle 4:05 p.m. | Jan.2 AtKansasCity (+45) 41-38" § “4 Woodson, Charles CB 6-1__205 3 Michigan 16/16 
Deo, 24 Carolina 4.15 p.m * Overtime a 37 Woodson, Sean Ss 6-1 205 3 Jackson State 
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emembering Bobby Beathard as the 
ijman who traded all those draft picks 
UUfor Ryan Leaf or as someone who 
traded most of his future first-round picks 
a year or two ahead of time for immediate 
second-round picks who, in recent years, 
often did not pan out, 
would be like remem- 
, bering Johnny Unitas 
y) at the end of his 
/ career with the 
' Chargers instead of for 
how great he was as a 
Colt. Beathard’s legacy is that he played 
a role in building Super Bow! teams in 
four cities and was largely responsible for 
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every Redskins team that won the Super 
Bowl and the Chargers’ only appearance 
in the big game. He was the man who 
hired unheralded assistants or college 
head coaches such as Joe Gibbs, Bobby 
Ross and Mike Riley as NFL head coach- 
es. Beathard used the few first-round 
picks he actually kept to draft potential 
Hall of Famers such as Art Monk, Darrell 
Green and Junior Seau, and he was the 
man who unearthed more meaningful free 
agents and late-round picks than anyone 
in the game. 

Hiring Riley, who now that Beathard is 
retired will have more power (along with 
Beathard’s former right-hand man Billy 
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Devaney), may prove to be the last brilliant 
move in Beathard's career as an NFL 
executive. In fact, you could make one 
heck of a case for Riley as the NFL's 
coach of the year in '99 and for his staff as 
the best in football last season. The 
Chargers went 5-3 in the AFC West and 
finished the year just one game out of first 
place despite having the 26th-ranked 
offense in football. They scored only 268 
points and averaged just 77.9 rushing 
yards per game. They had no one who 
closely resembled a No. 1 quarterback, 
running back or wide receiver and had 
many key injuries on their offensive line. 
They were much better on defense, but 
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they played most of the season without 
their best defensive back and offen lined 
up with three or even four of their opening- 
day starting defensive backs sidelined by 
injuries. And if you think the magical 
turnover-margin stat did it for San Diego, 
think again. The Chargers were a minus-8 
in that category. And the Chargers didn't 
do it by winning all the close games but 
getting blown out in all their losses either. 
They lost to the Dolphins 12-9 despite not 
giving up a touchdown, lost a heartbreak- 
er to the Bears in overtime and lost to both 
the Colts and Vikings by eight points. 


The Chargers are still basically a one- 
back, H-back team with a big, strong fea- 
tured back and a smaller, niftier third-down 
back. Riley has a great feel for the passing 
game and is willing to take chances, but his 
hands were tied at times last season by his 
quarterbacks and wide receivers. 


QUARTERBACKS « Riley got an awful lot 
out of Jim Harbaugh in '99, but Harbaugh 
is 36, is on the way down, is less durable 
than he once was and was never quite good 
| enough to begin with. But after the Charg- 
ers went to a no-huddle offense with seven 
games left in the season, Harbaugh com- 
pleted 60.9 percent of his 238 passes for 
1,685 yards with just six interceptions, 
| although he threw only five TD passes in 
that stretch. Ryan Leaf had all the physical 
tools when he came out, but now his arm is 
damaged, and he still seems to have the 
same awful attitude that made him a 
huge disappointment and Public 
Enemy No. |. He may go down as 
/» the greatest waste of talent ever, 
* because he should have been a 
king-sized Terry Bradshaw or Roman 
Gabriel instead of the biggest bust in 
NFL history. Moses Moreno is young and 
has some redeeming qualities and could 
| even end up starting this year. 


RUNNING BACKS « Last season’s leading 
rusher was prized rookie Jermaine 
Fazande, He had 182 yards on 61 carries 
going into the finale in Denver but explod- 
| ed for 183 yards and a score on 30 carries 
| ys. the Broncos while literally carrying the 
| Chargers to victory. Can the 260-pound 
former fullback, who was not even active 
until the ninth game, continue to run like 
the second coming of Marion Butts, or was 
| the finale a fluke? Regardless of how he 
runs, Fazande must do a better job of pick- 
ing up the blitz and working in the passing 
game. Robert Chancey, who was originally 
unearthed and signed by the Chargers in 
| °97, gets another shot with the team after 
spending *98 in Chicago and °99 in Dallas. 
Chancey did not go to college, playing pro 
baseball from “92 to °96, but after he was 
cut by the Orioles and Mets, he decided he 
could not hit a major-league curve and 
gave football a chance. He is a 250- 
pounder with a lot of athletic ability and 
surprising speed. Terrell Fletcher can con- 
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Chargers are banking on Williams after 
departure of Norman Hand, 


QB: 
JIM HARBAUGH vs. MOSES MORENO 
Team knows Harbaugh's limitations, but is. 
Moreno a real option? It doesn’t look as 
though Ryan Leaf is ready to compete. 


Conway sparks the offense, and defense is 
stout vs, the run, even without Hand. 


} can't get it done and almost-old 
defense becomes porous. 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


Robert Chancey, WA Gurtis Conway, 
DB DeRon Jenkins, OG Joe Patton 


LB Lew Bush, CB Charles Dimry, DT Nor- 
man Hand, QB Erik Kramer, RB Natrone 
Means, CB Terrance Shaw, CB Jimmy 
Spencer, OL Aaron Taylor 


ates OT Damion Mel: : 
11_WR Trevor Gaylor 


4/113 DE Leonardo Carson Au 


tribute as a third-down back. He had 45 
catches for 360 yards in °99 and also does 

a nice job of picking up the blitz despite 
his lack of size. He is a quick, nifty, lit- 

tle runner. Kenny Bynum is a 190- 
, pound all-purpose back with the 
® best speed of the runners. FB 
> Fred McCrary is a blocking and 
pass-catching back who also excels on 
special teams. Reggie Davis is more of an 
H-back/move tight end. 


RECEIVERS = Beathard probably could 
have kept this team on or near the top 
despite devastating, career-ending injuries 
to Super Bowl QB Stan Humphries and the 
team’s best offensive lineman, Eric Moten, 
and the Leaf disaster, if only speedy wide 
receivers such as Jimmy Oliver and Bryan 


Still. for whom he paid dearly, had panned 
out. Before retiring, Beathard may have 
found a home-run hitter via free agency in 
Curtis Conway, provided the former USC 
great and Bears first-round pick can stay 
healthy. Conway still has startling sub-4.4 
speed and run-after-the-catch, make-you- 
miss ability. He is now a lot bigger, 
stronger and more physical than he was 
coming out of college. Veteran Jeff Gra- 
ham, Conway’s buddy from Chicago, is a 
solid possession catcher. Mikhael Ricks 
has great size and good speed, but, while 
much better than Oliver or Still, he was not 
worth the 2000 first-rounder Beathard gave 
up to draft him in the second round in *98. 
Ricks could lose out to Trevor Gaylor, a 
tall, fluid receiver Beathard gave up a 2001 
third-rounder to draft in the fourth round 
this year. Charlie Jones, a waterbug with 
return skills, was not the same player after 
coming back from a broken hip last sea- 
son. TE Freddie Jones is big, mobile 
and athletic and can make the 
> tough catch and good run after 
the catch, but a lack of consistency 
has held him back. Despite his drops 
and lapses, he still had 56 catches for | 
670 yards in *99. As a rookie, Steve Heiden | 
watched and learned while playing on spe- 


cial teams, He is big, mobile and athletic, |7~ 


has soft hands and could really come on. 


OFFENSIVE LINE » This unit’s greatest |p 


asset is OL coach Joe Bugel, who is one of 


the best ever to coach in this area but was} 


just an average head coach. OLT John Jack- 
son has lost something to age and never | 
was a dominating, physical run blocker, but 
he still generally protects the QB’s blind 
side. ORT Vaughn Parker also gets above- 
average grades as a pass protector and is a 
very good athlete for a right tackle. But at 
times he takes the easy way out on running 
plays. C Roman Fortin is the kind of play- 
er you always want to replace with a big- 
ger, stronger, younger, better player, but he 
shows up and winds up starting every game 
and does a decent job. OG-C Kendyl Jacox 
is a blocky 320-pounder who could chal- 
lenge Fortin, OGs DeMingo Graham and 
Raleigh Roundtree are young and have got- 
ten a lot better under Bugel's tutelage. 
Roundtree is the more athletic of the two 
and can play both OT slots as well but 

needs to be more consistent. Former Red- 
skin Joe Patton has ability but has 
been an underachiever throughout 

his career. Rookie OT-OG 
Damion McIntosh only spent one 
full year on offense in college, but 
Bugel is sold on the former defensive 
lineman as a prospect and feels in time he 
can replace the 35-year-old Jackson. 


The good news is that, for the second 
year in a row, Joe Pascale’s overachieving 
defense was almost impossible to run 
against. In °98, the Chargers were 
absolutely impossible to run on. They 
slipped a bit last season but still allowed 
only 1,321 rushing yards, 3.1 yards per 
carry and a long run of 26 yards. But they 
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became vulnerable against the pass after 
injuries virtually wiped out their sec- 
ondary. As a result, they allowed 3,847 
yards and 24 scores through the air and 
forced just 27 turnovers because they had 
to play less aggressively. 


DEFENSIVE LINE » Last season’s three- 


man DT rotation of Norman Hand, John 
Parrella and Jamal Williams was awesome 
against the run for the second season in a 
row. But the Chargers could not afford to 
re-sign Hand, the best of the trio and a 
great run-down player, after the Saints 
offered him about $20 million over five 
years. Hand came to San Diego with the 
reputation of a fat, lazy underachieyer, so 
with that kind of contract, including a big 
signing bonus, no one could guarantee that 
he would not return to his old, under- 
achieving ways. Parrella has always been 
an overachiever with limited athletic abili- 
ty but great strength and a never-say-die 
attitude. Williams is the most athletic of 
the group and has the best pass-rush poten- 
tial. He has the physical tools to become a 
special player, and he improved last sea- 
son, DRE Raylee Johnson is a good 
pass rusher who had a career-best 
10'4 sacks in *99. He has learned 
} how to play the run with lever- 
age, so he no longer is such a big lia- 
bility in that area. DLE Al Fontenot 
gives good effort and is good enough to 
play with, but you always want better. 
Rookie Leonardo Carson started at both 
tackle and end in college and is a good ath- 
lete who has above-average strength and 
speed. 


LINEBACKERS = Seau is a better and more 
disciplined but less flashy player than he 
was in his younger years, but he does not 
make as many big plays, so the fans don’t 
see as much sizzle and feel he has slipped. 
Insiders know how great he still is, which 
is why he was added to the Pro Bowl squad 
last season. Seau is still very quick, explo- 
sive and athletic and can really burst to the 
ball. Last season he led the team in tackles 
and was the Chargers’ Defensive Player of 

the Year and MVP. At this stage of his 
career, MLB Eric Hill is basically a 
two-down player who can stuff the 
tun. Gerald Dixon is slated to 
replace Lewis Bush as the strong- 
side “backer. He is not as good at 
controlling the tight end but is more of 
a playmaker. John Reeves, a former col- 
lege quarterback who can run, and Michael 
Hamilton have speed, range and potential. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS = Rodney Harrison 
was one of the top two or three safeties in 
football in ‘98. He was a great, explosive 
hitter who dominated against the run and 
had range and playmaking ability in cov- 
erage. Last season injuries limited him to 
six games. FS Michael Dumas has never 
been a productive interceptor, but he is a 
tough, feisty and fairly productive player 
who is better against the run than the pass. 
Last season he had a career-high two 
interceptions. The Chargers’ top draft pick 
was second-rounder Rogers Beckett, a 
tall, rangy, ballhawking free safety who is 
better against the pass than run and is 
more of a centerfielder. Injuries forced the 
Chargers fo use eight starting combina- 
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tions at cornerback last season. Darryll 
Lewis was probably the best of the bunch. 
He never was fast and has now lost a step, 
was always short, gave up too many big 
plays and got called for too many penal- 
ties. But he is a fine ball athlete with good 
instincts and awareness and above-aver- 
age coverage skills. Former Ravens sec- 
ond-round pick DeRon Jenkins was 
signed to play on the other corner. He 
really improved dramatically in Baltimore 
last season because he lost a lot of his 
track mentality and got tougher, but he is 
sull a little stiff turning. Fakhir Brown, 
who spent some time in the CFL, 
started two of the last three games 
for the Chargers in °99. The 
F team liked his size and athleti- 
cism as a big corner. Jason Perry, 
who showed good speed and range as a 
rookie free safety, may get a look at cor- 
nerback this summer. 


John Carney is one of the most accurate 
placekickers ever to play the game. He has 
the best field-goal percentage of anyone 
who has attempted 100 field goals. Last 
season he was 31-of-36, making him 245- 
of-300 for his career. P Darren Bennett has 
always had a great leg, but now the player 

Beathard found learning to kick in NFL 
Europe has become a complete 
> punter who can place the ball. He 
ur «had a net average of 38.7 yards 

and placed 32 of his 89 punts inside 
the 20-yard line. Kick coverage was 

average, and the Chargers did not have a 
top return man last season. 
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* Dogsn't include all players. ** passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 


WK5|  WK6! WK7| WKB) WKS) WK10! WKi1) WK12| WKiS| WK14| WK15| WK16| WK ar _ TOTALS 
‘DET.| SEA.) G.B.| DEN. OAK.| CHL.| MINN.| CLEV.| SEA.| MIA.| “DAK. | DEN. = 
| Score I ‘928! 20-23| 2735| 23:10] 1916| 912| 23.20| 12-6/ — 
Total net yards 225| 348 | 458 277. 329. 186 | 342 | 377 | 4589 
Rushing yards _ | gs| a4] 62] tas | 407 26 | ag] 194 1246 | 
Passing yards | jg2| 264] 396 | 132 222| _160| 283} 183 | 3343 | 
Rushing plays | _16 | (4 ae 1 44 39 21} 21} 34 | 410 
Sacks allowed Z).. (h Prey Cee | tf sis 3] 46 | 
Had intercepted | ii eK ami} i rr HE Ol aE 2 24 
[Fumbles iost_ | D9 a A eS 
Yards penalized | 4 10 | 5 | 
‘Punts 6 a | 
| Time ofposs. | 21:30 | 34: 36:59 | 29:35 28:04 | _ 25:50 | 35:14 | — 23:20| 28:00} 30:44 | 31:30 | 30: | R 
Total net yards. 180 468 314] 220] Bot] 285 485 | 2o2|347| 284] 294] as | 4905 | 
Rushing yards Av] G4 t2a | 37 | BT 129 2g] 55 76] sal ag | aa] a2] 
Passing yards | 133| 403 i93|is2| 140 | 166 g56{ 147 271 231 | 248 | 191 3584 | 
Rushing plays | _17 22| 38) 24 | 27-28 23} 16] at} = ae | er 432 | 
[Sacksalwed | 3) | ia ae 1 6| aren 3 4 At) 
| Had intercepted _ Spit 1|_ a eT Hl as Fi fe +/- 0! 1 0 15 
‘Fumbleslost | 4] oO} 72) . ol 2 =Ds o! rds > 4] ened 7! mE 12 
Yards penalized 60 | Ene 5 35 5 
Punts 3 | 5 5 8 
Bynum] -40 | [100] 9370] 2160] 630-0] 12550] 11-240) 150] 8260] 1760-1] 15240] 5-0-0] [ 26-0| 92-2871 
[Fazande | 2 Pe ay ee | Sy 7% “| 43-29-0 | 18-50-0/" 3-15-0| 12-421 | 1-2-0] _| 14-44-0 | 30-183-1 | _91-965-2 
[Flatcher | = 3-9-0| 214-0) 1-7-0] 11-24-0| 2420! 1-1-0] 7-0| 38-0] | 4-201 [9280/6160] 5120! (| 1-0-0] —-48-126-0| 
Harbaugh | 1-0-0 | 4-22-0 =] | | ai it 2-14-0 | 3-0! 25-0] 3-200) 6150 3-230] 24 6.0) 6-5-0 15-0) 34-126-0| 
| Means 27-79-00 | 1959-1 14-26-41 [ | 17-35-14 | 12-26-06 | ] ea Be - ee | [44424 | 9-8-0 | = 112-277-4 
| Stephens e | 34-1 | 410-0| 220) 3130] 1-9-0| smal 6-1-2 | | = — 24-61-3 
PASSING ** 
Harbaugh z . 694 ] 718-3] 1834-1] 25-39-2] 18320] 2946-1] 25-397] 1623-0] 20-35-17] 20-40-0| 23-36-1| 12-192] 249-494-14 
a 2 | | sep) | | 78-0] 174-0] 235-2| -pos-1 | 273-2 | 404-1 | 161-0! 225-0) 178-0! 325-2| 115-0! _2761-10| 
Kramer 3-4-0 | | 820-1) 20-341) 27-404] 18363] 234 | j | | 78-141-10 
—— ae |__ 722) 208-0 | 206-0| 161-0 | $-0 | —: t 1 —— 738-2 | 
Moreno | | | | | | | | | 57-0 5-70 
| I he = : alt __| _7e0| 7a} 
Bynum L 4-18-41 [2-2-0 18-0] 3260] 3-100 es 0 a ___|_ _ 1-5-0 | _16-209-2 | 
E Jones 13-0/ 545-0) 448-0 29-0) 5-740] 7-87-00) 4-570} 5 1-7-0) 4-420 2-30-0 | 0-0) 5-81-0/ 1-11-0|  56-670-2| 
{Fletcher | 26-0} | 8-7-0] 3.51.0| 857.0] 9-920| 2-190 = a | 4-2-0] 341-0) | 557-0 | 966-0) _7-45-0 1-7-0 | __ 45-360-0 
ju.Graham | 245-4) 4-48-0 | || 6920] 2500/3260 211-0| 3660| 5830/ 6141-0! 5820! 91140| 1-60) 3-113-1| 61020] 57-968-2 
MeGrary 1-5-0 er! 15- $17-0|  4-5-0[ 4-(1)0| 4250/7 440] 2140/  2130[ 42-0] iso! 7-10] 240] 221-1] 3390/  37-201-1] 
Penn [ata | 7-790) 1-160] 2230) 1-160] 2-19-01 [143-0] 4-320] -f 1-24-0 | iS [17-2571 
[Ricks sss] 486-0! 1-9-0] | 2-22-0 ee 7-9-0) S-41-0| 2720| 219-0] 5-64-0 eof 8 218-0 0 17-0 | 329-0, 451-0| 2200) 40-4290) 
[Stephans a “I di _l._| seo] e270l | seo] 2140) 749-1| i | 1 1-3-0| _ 18-133-1| 
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at : : mil’ OLE ie a! 
San Diego Chargers Pa NO. NAME ’ ; 
4020 Murphy Canyon Road ™ 61 Austin, Rick OG 1 San Diego State 
San Diego, CA 92108 . 1_Batteaux, Pat WR =o ie R_ Texas Christian 
858/874-4500 = “8 Beckett, Rogers $s 6-3. 205 R Marshall 
Official Website; www.chargers.com ~ 2 Bennett, Darren P 6-5 235 6 None 16/0 
Stadium: Qualcomm Stadium e 50 Binn, David LS 6-3 245 7 California 16/0 
Capacity: 71,000 2 12 Bonner, Sherdrick QB 6-4 238 2 Cal-State Northridge 0/0 
BB Playing surface: Grass = (24 Brown, Fakhir CB 5-11_ 192 2 Grambling 9/3 
Mike Riley 1999 record: 8-8; Third In AFC West = 69 Brown, Gregory OG 6-1 305 A Houston 
~ 60 Brown, Wilbert OG 6-2. 310 _1__Houston 5/0 
Chairman of the board: Alex Spanos s _11 Burton, Mike QB 6-1 215 R_ Trini 
President-vice chairman: Dean Spanos; Exec. vice president: Michael Spanos; V.P.- ™ 43 Bynum, Kenny RB 5-11_191 4 South Carolina State 16/4 
football operations: Ed McGuire; Director of player personnel: Billy Devaney § _3 Carney, John PK 5-11_170 12 Notre Dame 16/0 
Head coach: Mike Riley » _96 Carson, Leonardo oT 6-2 285 FR Auburn a 
Assistant coaches: DelVaughn Alexander, offensive assistant; Mark Banker, defensive §& 32 Chancey, Robert RB 6-0 252 4 None 1/0 
asst/secondary, Joe Bugel, offensive line; Geep Chryst, offensive coordinator, Paul m —80 Conway, Curtis WR___6-1_196 8 USC ____ 9/8 
Chryst, tight ends; John Hastings, strength and conditioning, Mike Johnson, quarterbacks, @ 48 Cooper, Robert RB 5-10 205  R_ Cincinnati 
Andrew McClave, defensive assistant, Wayne Nunnely, defensive line; Joe Pascale, defen- = 6 Cortez, Jose PK 5-11 205 1 Oregon State. we) 
sive coordinator, Rod Perry, defensive backs; Bruce Read, special teams; Mike Sanford, @ 29 Criss, Shadwick CB 5-10 185 R_ Missouri 
wide receivers, Mike Schleelein, asst. strength and conditioning, Jim Vechiarella, line- ® 39 Curtis, Rico s 6-1 217 __R_ San Diego State 
backers; Ollie Wilson, running backs. = 27 Darden, Tony CB 6-0 190 1 Texas Tech 0/0 
= 84 Davis, Reggie Te 6-3 233 2 Washington 16/3 
—a SS a Davis, Wendell TE 6-2 246 2 Temple 0/0 
=. ze © "90 Dingle, Adrian DE 63 272 2 Clemson 0/0 
~ 51 Dixon, Gerald LB 6-3 250 8 South Carolina 14/1 
38 Dumas, Michael FS 6-0. 202 9 Indiana 14/14 
WR 615. GRANAM 19Gaylor’_—82C.Jones___ “95 “Fazande, Jermaine AB 6-2 255 2 Oklahoma 78 
OLT 65 3. SACMSON 74 Roundtree = 41 Fletcher, Terrell RB 5-8 196 6 Wisconsin 15/2 
OLG 64 JACOK 68 Patton 60 W. Brown = _95 Fontenot, Al DE 6-4 287 8 Baylor 15/15 
= 67 Fortin, Roman C-OG 6-5 297 11 San Diego State 16/16 
C67 FORTIN 84 Jacox ® "19 Gaylor, Trevor WR 63195 __R Miami (Ohio) 
ORG 710.GRAHAM 63 Thomas” = _5 Gourdine, Damon WR-KR 5-7__ 165 _R_ San Diego State 
PARKER . ™ 71 Graham, DeMingo _OG-OT 6-3. 310 2 _Hofstra 16/10 
SuSE Ba Pe MC Oa Se bieieon ® “81 Graham, Jeff WA 6-2 208 10. Ohio State 16/13 
TE 86 F 84 R. Davis 83 Heiden = 48 Grant, Gary _ FB 6-2 248 R Howard 
WR 80 CONWAY 86 Ricks 85 Reed — 53 Hamilton, Michael OLB. 6-2 245 4 NorthCarolinaA&T 14/2 
i = _79 Hampton, Wayne DE 6-4 250 A Rutgers 
QB 4HARBAUGH 13 Moreno 16 Leaf 7 Seider* = eee — ag Satan dit Sie oe ee Michi oe iri: 
RB 35 FAZANDE 32 Chancey _41 Fletcher _-43 Bynum _—s® 92 Harden, Cedric DE 6-5 260 2 Florida A&M 6/0 
FB 44 McGRARY 84RA.Davis 33 Harris @ _33 Harris, Derrick FB. 6-0 252 5 Miami (Fla) 1/0 
® 37 Harrison, Rodney SS 6-1 207 7 Western Illinois 6/6 
Cn © 35 Heiden, Steve TE 6-5 270 2 SouthDakota State 11/0 
DLE 95 FONTENOT —_90 Dingle “s * 40 Henry, Dwight CB 5-10 180 1 East Carolina 0/0 
WILLIAMS 54 Hill, Eric LB 6-2 265 12 Louisiana State 11/9 
ones sa woyings = _59 Hogans, Richard LB 6-2 250 1 Memphis 0/0 
DRT _97 PARRELLA 96 Carson ™ 42 Jackson, Greg FS 6-1 217 12 Louisiana State 14/9 
DRE 99 JOHNSON 92 Harden $ (65 Jackson, John OT 6-6 297 13 EasternKentucky 15/15. 
. m 64 Jacox, Kendyl C-OG 6-2 330 3 Kansas State 11/5 
eR AN Rt ™ 23 Jenkins, DeRon CB _5-11192 5 Tennessee 16/15 
MLB 54 HELL 56 Ruff = _8 Jenkins, Ronney RB 5-11 188 R_ Northern Arizona 
WLB 55 SEAU 58 Hamilton 2 99 Johnson, Raylee DE 6-3 272 8 arkansas tarts 
82 Jones, Charlie WR 5-8 175 5 Fresno State 
LCB 26 LEWIS 24 F. Brown __21Tumer = _88 Jones, Freddie TE 6-5 270 4 North Carolina 16/16 
RCB 23 JENKINS 22 Wheeler* ® 17 Jones, Reggie WR 6-0 195 1 Louisiana State 0/0 
SS 37 HARRISON 42G. Jackson 25 Rusk = _75 Knight, Seneca DE 6-4 286 _R_ Grambling” 
; = 16 Leaf, Ryan QB 6-5 235 3 Washington State 0/0 
FS 38 DUMAS 45 Beckett" 31 Perry ® 26 Lewis, Darryl CB. 5-8 185 10 Arizona 13/8 
ST | 91 Matthews, Glenn DT 6-3 205 R_North Dakota 
® 49 McCaskey, Terrence TE 6-5 275 R Mississippi State 
Pp 2 Seer ~ 44 McCrary, Fred FB 6-0 235 4 Mississippi State 16/14 
PK 3 GARNEY = 77 Mcintosh, Damion OT 64 325 A Kansas State 
H 2 BENNETT = 93 Mickell, Darren DE 6-5 285 8 Florida 1/0 
= "98 Mohring, Michael DT-DE 6-5 295 4 Pittsburgh 16/1 
PR 85 REED 82 C. Jones m 13 Moreno, Moses QB 6-1 205 3 Colorado State 0/0 
KR 43 BYNUM 41 Fletcher = 66 Nelson, Reginald OT 6-4 310 2 MoNeese State 2/0 
KC 50 BINN = _70 Parker, Vaughn OT 63 300 7 UCLA 15/15 
. = 97 Parrella, John DT 6-3 300 8 Nebraska 16/16 
Rookie = 68 Patton, Joe OG 6-4 310 6 Alabama A&T 0/0 
= 87 Penn, Chris WR 6-0 198 6 Tulsa 18/3 
7 y im dolls 31 Perry, Jason FS 6-0 200 2 North Carolina State 16/5 
| 2000 SCHEDI § "47 Price, Durrell RB 5-11 245 R UCLA 
All times Eastern Pointspread intone to San Dag = 85 Reed, Robert WR 6-1 203 2 Lambuth 3/0 
DATE OPPONENT TIME (DATE OPPONENT SPREAD SCORE | = 2 Reeves, John tea $3 ae 2 cures haa wait 
F Wee i = 3, Mikhae! - tephen F Austin 
eon aceon —en a iz ate — say _74 Roundtree, Raleigh _OG-OT 6-4 295 4 South Carolina State 15-5 
Sept. 10" New Orleans 15 p.m. apt. enoROe (+4) = “56 Ruff, Orlando LB 6-3 247 2 Furman 14/0 
Sept. 17__at Kansas City ipm, | Sept.26 Indianapolis (0) 19-27 25 Rusk, Reggie CB 5-10 190 4 Kentucky 9/0 
Sept. 24 Seattle 4:15 p.m. Oct.3. Kansas City (-1) 21-14 - 9 Schexnayder, Calvin WAR 6-0 195 1 Washington State 0/0 
Och 1 at'Su Lous pm, | Oct.10 At Detroit (4) 2040 m= _55 Seau, Junior LB. «6-3 +255 11 USC 4/14 
ae) Gear? Seahaa G2) 1310 & —7 Seider, Jajuan QB 6-1__230 A Florida A&M 
Oct.8 Denver 4:15 p.m. : = 30 Sloan, Eric CB. 5-8 170 fA Troy State 
Oct. 15 al Buffalo tpm, | QOch24 Green Bay (+3) 3-31 © "89 Stephens, Leonard TE 6-3 245 R Howard 
Oct. 22 Open ~—— | Oct.31 At Kansas City (+6) 0-34 § 69 Swanson, Pate OT 6-5 305 1 Stanford — 0/0 
Nov.7 Denver (+1) 17-33 @ _10 Swayne, Kevin WR 6-2. 195 1 Wayne State 0/0 
Oct. 29, Oakland S20 pm) Novia’ ALCaktand (47) 9-28 ® 34 Stephens, Tremayne RB 5-11 200 3 North Carolina State 11/2 
Nov.5 _ at Seattle 4:15 p.m. Nov. 21 Chica (0) 20-23" = (94 Talamaivao, Pene DT 6-4 305 7 Utah 0/0 
Nov. 12 Miami 4:05 p.m. : ge m 94 Taylor, Shannon LB 6-3 247 FA Virginia 
ia ciciPainetnes 4:05 pam Nov. 28 At Minnesota (+14) 27-35 = 63 Thomas, Jason OG 6-3. 300 R Hampton 
E Lat "a Dec.5 Cleveland (-7.5) 23-10 | 78 Tuiaea, Mac DT 6-6 300 R_ Washington 
Nov. 26 Kansas City 4:15 p.m. Dec.12 At Seattle (49.5) 1916 § 21 Turner, Scott cB 5-10 180 6 Illinois 15/0 
Dec.3 San Francisco 4:05 p.m. i v 28 Vance, Eric ss 6-2 188 3 Vanderbilt 6/0 
Dec. 10. at Baltimore Ane ae _— noe ao = _22 Wheeler, Damen CB 5-9 170 A Colorado 
: a | ee (48.5) 28-20» “36 White, Fred s 5-10 205 A Tennessee 
Dec. 17 _ at Carolina ‘p.m. | Jan.2 At Denver (+7) 12-6 § “76 Williams Jamal DT 63 305 3 Oklahoma State 16/2 
Dec, 24 Pittsburgh 4:05 p.m. * Overtime s 15 Williams, Stepfret WR 6-0 175 4 Northeast Louisiana 0/0 
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in 2000, and there’s only one 
publication devoted exclu 
sively to taking you every 
step of the way. It’s Steelers 


. Si} Published weekly August 
ey} through January and four 


| § ; 193 times during the offseason, 
aa ; 2 my you get 24 big issues in all for 
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only $39.95. No true Steelers 


m= fan should be without 
Steelers Digest. And if you 
order now, you’ll receive a FREE Official 2000 Pittsburgh 
Steelers Media Guide!* 


i P P 
Don’t Miss an Issue: 
STATISTICS & MORE! 


FREE GIFT! 


Subscribe to Steelers Digest 
before Sept. 15, 2000 and 
you'll receive a FREE copy of 
the official 2000 Pittsburgh 
Steelers Media Guide™. In it 
you'll find: 
e Player profiles 
and photos 
¢ Complete individual 
and team records 
e Franchise history 
* Season-by-season 
reviews 
e Player stats, team 
stats & more! 
SUBSCRIBE NOW, 


SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED! 


SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 
Check one: Payment Method (check one) 


1 year (24 issues) - $39.95" | enclose payment with order (check or money order) 
Fla. residents add 6)4% sales tax 


2 years (48 issues) - $66.95" 
yan eh gs VISA MC AMEX DIS 


3 years (72 issues) - $93.95* 

Check here if renewal Card No. 
Send my subscription 1st class. 

(Additional $35.00 per year) Exp. Date 
Check here if renewal Phone No. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


I CITY/STATE/ZIP 
I *NOTE: Add $2.00 postage and handling per year if you wish to receive the Media Guide 


| Send to: STEELERS DIGEST « P.O. Box 92, Pittsburgh, PA 15230-0082 El 


NOTE: Subscribers in Canada & Mexico please add $10.00 per year & pay in U.S. funds 


RDERS CALL 1-800-334-4005 or FAX (305) 477-1346 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


very rich and mighty for a young 


times, loves the spotlight, may feel he 


and takes no excuses. 
Snyder could either 
Wi pr al) be a plus, as Eddie 

NN oy DeBartolo Jr. was 

NSS with the 49ers once 
« he.got rid of Joe 
Thomas and hired Bill Walsh, or he 
could be a win-now guy who sets his 
-} team up for a huge fall. 


ew Redskins owner Daniel Snyder is 
man. He has some brilliant ideas at 


| knows more football than he does, puts 
| tremendous pressure on his employees 


we! 
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Snyder is dead set on winning the 
Super Bowl this season and appears to 
be willing to pay whatever it costs to do 
so. So, with huge assists from former 
GM Charley Casserly, who built a talent- 
ed team and stockpiled three first-round 
picks for the 2000 draft; the only capolo- 
gist in football who was a player-person- 
nel director, Joe Mendes; and an open 
checkbook, Snyder and his personnel 
people spent the offseason adding big- 
name players such as Bruce Smith, 
Deion Sanders and Mark Carrier, re-sign- 
ing Marco Coleman and upgrading 
depth with veterans such as Adrian Mur- 
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rell and Jeff George who did not like the 
way they were treated at their old digs. 
In order to pay everyone and stay under 
the cap, the Redskins had to make a lot 
of deals that could be very costly down 
the road, considering the age of the 
players they signed to fairly long-term 
deals with large signing bonuses. 
Mendes had to be absolutely brilliant in 
how he handled the cap implications. 

At least on paper, the Redskins look 
like the most talented team in the NFL 
right now. Last season they had the sec- 


ond-ranked offense in the NFL, and they 
added depth in the offseason along with 
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the first offensive player taken in the 
draft, Chris Samuels, who may be able 
to step right in and start at left tackle as 
a rookie. On defense, the Redskins may 
wind up starting eight former first-round 
picks, including two players who were 
the first overall pick (Bruce Smith and 
Dan Wilkinson) and three defensive 
backs (Carrier, Sanders and Champ 
Bailey) who were lottery picks, But what 
looks great on paper does not always 
look so good on the field, as the Dol- 
phins found out the hard way in their 
last year under Don Shula. Football is a 
game where chemistry and coaching 
are big parts of the equation, Casserly 
questioned whether Norv Turner was a 
top head coach or a top offensive coor- 
dinator who was in over his head. Turner 
will have a new defensive staff this sea- 
son, and with so many different players, 
chemistry will be the: biggest “X” factor. 


Offense 

In *99, Washington had a 4,000-yard 
passer, Brad Johnson; the NFC’s leading 
rusher, Stephen Davis; and two 1,100-yard 
receivers, Michael Westbrook and Albert 
Connell, who tied for the highest yards- 
per-catch average in the NFL. The Red- 
skins had run-pass balance, scored 443 
points and 54 touchdowns and averaged 
372.8 yards per game. 


QUARTERBACKS « All Johnson did in his 
first year in Washington was start every 
game and earn a Pro Bow! berth. He com- 
pleted 61 percent of his passes and threw 
for 4,005 yards and 24 scores with just 13 
picks, or about one every 40 passes. Despite 
not being very mobile, he also showed 
some ability to-avoid the rush and seemed 
to know when to get rid of the ball. A true 
student of the game, he generally played 
with poise and made good decisions. He 
also won the trust of his teammates because 
he showed guts by standing in against the 
rush, never blamed anyone else, made 
excellent split-second decisions with the 
ball and used all his receivers. George, who 
once was the first overall pick in the draft, 
threw like it in Minnesota in ‘99 after 
replacing Randall Cunningham. George 
saved the Vikings’ season, taking over a 2-4 
team and leading it to a 10-6 record. He has 
the quickest release and best arm in 
Washington since the Redskins got 
Sonny Jurgensen from the Eagles 

for Norm Snead in '64. Like Jur- 
gensen, George is a sidearm throw- 
er. However, Jurgy was known for 
mixing with his teammates and his 
toughness. George is known for not fighting 
to stay up in the pocket and for being some- 
what distant from his teammates. 


RUNNING BACKS « Davis was a great 
high school runner who was supposed to 
make people forget about Bo Jackson at 


PFW PROJECTIONS 


Redskins are counting on Arrington to be 
an impact player right away. 


; PUNTER: 
TOMMY BARNHARDT vs. THE FIELD 
The Redskins signed Barnhardt, who is 
serviceable but isn't a long-term answer. He 
will have to hold off three youngsters. 


Owner Daniel Snyder will consider 2000 a 
failure if his team doesn't win the Super Bowl. 
Older team suffers injuries ard ards up like 
Don Shule’s last Dolphins team. 
COMINGS AND GOINGS 


P Tommy Barnhardt, S Mark Carrier, QB. 
Jeff George, LB Kevin Mitchell, RB Adrian 
Murrell, CB Deion Sanders, DE Bruce Smith 


OG Brad Badger, FB Larry Bowie, RB 
Brian Mitchell, QB Rodney Peete, CB Darryl 
Pounds, P Matt Turk, QB Casey Weldon 


ROP PUER ROLLE 
1/2_ LB LaVar Arrington Penn State : 
__1/3_OT Chris Samuels Alabama 
3/64 OB Lloyd Harrison North Carolina St. 


4/129 OG Michael Moore. Troy (Ala.) St. 
5/155 DB Quincy Sanders UNLV 


6/202 _QB Todd Husak Stanford 
7/216 DT Delbert Cowsatte ‘Maryland 
7/250 WR Ethan Howell Oklahoma St 


FIVE-YEAR HISTORY 


Auburn. He ended up being a good yet dis- 
appointing college back who had three 
major flaws: he did not know how to get 
his pads low, he was not very tough and he 
was very immature. That is why he lasted 
until the fourth round (103rd pick) in the 
*96 draft. He did little his first two years in 
the NFL (except get cold-cocked by West- 
brook), but then he learned to run with his 
pads lower, toughened up and grew up a lot 
in *98, when he had to play fullback 
because of injuries. Skip Hicks was slated 
to replace Terry Allen as the Redskins’ fea- 
tured back in °99, but when Hicks started 
running softy, Dayis got a chance, and he 
averaged more than 100 rushing yards a 
game for 14 games and ran for 17 TDs 
before he missed the last two regular-sea- 
son games with a badly sprained ankle that 
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still slowed him in the playoffs. Hicks has 
size, speed and skill but is a very soft 
inside runner who will be a bust unless he 
toughens up. That is why the Redskins 
signed Murrell to push Hicks and as hold- 
out/injury insurance. Murrell is a skillful 
runner who drives coaches crazy by being 
overly creative and making some mind- 
boggling decisions with the ball, which he 
often holds like a loaf of bread. Still, he 
rushed for more than 1,000 yards each sea- 
son from 1996 to 98 with the Jets and Car- 
dinals. At fullback, the Redskins will | 
often line up with either a pure blocker |} 
(sometimes an extra tight end) or 
. Larry Centers, who is really a 
i) ) BW  pass-catching H-back and is one | 
* of the most prolific pass-catching | 
backs in NFL history, Last season he } 

caught a team-best 69 passes for 544 
yards and three TDs. In his last seven sea- 
sons in Arizona, Centers caught 503 pass- 
es, including 200 in '95 and 96 combined. 


RECEIVERS = Stephen Alexander can |} 
develop into an outstanding pass-catching | 
tight end if he can stay healthy, He is nifti- } 
er than most tight ends and has about 4.7 
speed at 240 pounds. He tries as a blocker | 
but is not overpowering. Mike Sellers is a | 
270-pound tight end, H-back and fullback } 
who has surprising speed and athleticism. } 
Outside, both Westbrook and Connell had 
semi-breakout seasons. Westbrook caught 
65 passes for 1,191 yards and nine TDs, and } 
Connell grabbed 62 passes for 1,132 yards | 
and seven scores. Westbrook finally showed 
why he was the fourth overall pick in °96. 
He has great size and strength, good speed 
and huge but not overly soft hands. Connell | 
is young and somewhat immature and 
moody, but he has a lot of skill and 

speed. Like Westbrook, Connell was 

inconsistent but often brilliant, | 
Ancient Irving Fryar was the |} 

third receiver, but his greatest con- 
tribution was off the field, where he | 
worked with the two immature, young } 
receivers and gave them some direction. 


OFFENSIVE LINE = The Redskins got a lot 
out of this group last season, thanks in part 
to Casserly’s deal to trade up in the second } 
round and draft Jon Jansen. As a rookie, 
Jansen filled a huge void, starting every 
game at right tackle, and he played like a 
solid veteran. Aging OLT Andy Heck held 
his own for most of '99 before falling apart 
late in the season after he got all banged up 
and tired. OG Tré Johnson got the All-Pro 
notice and press clippings because he 
would make the awesome, killer blocks. 
But he flat-out whiffed on some blocks and 
almost got Brad Johnson killed. Tré John- 
son has always been an underachiever who 
is constantly fighting the battle of the 
bulge. Keith Sims went from being 
one of the best young guards in 
=» football to being a perennially | 

injured underachiever back to | 
being one of the better guards around 
last season. C Cory Raymer does not 
bend or break down well, but he has 
improved every year and is good enough to 
play with, If Samuels is as good as adver- 
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tised, he will replace Heck at left tackle 
before Heck gets run down as he did last 
season. Samuels can be just a notch below 
the Orlando Pace/Tony Boselli/Jonathan 
Ogden class. 


Last season the Redskins were awful on 
defense in the first eight games but showed 
improvement over the course of the second 
half. Nonetheless, they replaced defensive 
coordinator Mike Nolan and much of his 
staff with a group led by Ray Rhodes. 


DEFENSIVE LINE = Smith is supposed to 
add pass rush and leadership to this line, 
but he is a declining player who may not be 
able to play every down anymore. He still 
can be very good in spurts. Coleman, last 
year’s defensive leader, goes from right 
end to the left side to make room for Smith 
and to push underachieving former first- 
round pick Kenard Lang, who still has not 
learned how to get his pads low enough. 
Coleman is a great leverage and technique 
player with great hand use and savvy. If 
Lang comes on, Coleman can be a swing 
end because the Redskins do not plan to 
play Smith on every down. Getting more 
out of high-priced but underachieving DTs 
Dana Stubblefield and Wilkinson is a must. 
Stubblefield had 15 sacks while playing 
for a new contract with the 49ers in *97 but 
has had just 4% sacks in two seasons in 
Washington. Wilkinson, who has the talent 
to be King Kong in shoulder pads, has 
never learned to push himself and is a 
career underachiever who will tease you 
with his enormous talent. He was the first 


overall pick in 1994 as a redshirt sopho- 
more and still has not grown up. Nduk- 
we Kalu is too small to be an every- 
down end, but he has great outside 
quickness as a pass rusher. Smith 
and Wilkinson were both first 
overall picks in the draft, and Cole- 
man, Stubblefield and Lang were also 
first-rounders. 
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LINEBACKERS = The Redskins were very 
athletic, very young and very light in the 
britches in this area in 99, MLB Derek 
Smith is not as big or strong as you would 
like and will not make many big plays, but 
he is a real student of the game and a ter- 
rific competitor with a great work ethic. 
Outside, Shawn Barber has great speed and 
range but can be pushed around and over- 
powered. Greg Jones has size, speed and 
workout numbers but is a late reactor who 
lacks instincts. The Redskins feel LaVar 

Arrington can be another Lawrence 

Taylor or the next best thing to come 

down the pike since Taylor as well 

as the kind of impact player who 

turns a defense around. Arrington 

is a rock-solid 250 pounds, runs the 

40 in less than 4.6 seconds and has great 

explosiveness and jumping ability. He also 

likes to freelance and will leave some big 
holes in a defense at times. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS = Bailey was Washing- 
ton’s best defensive back as a rookie. With 
more consistency and better technique, he 
can become a great player like Darrell 
Green was in his prime. Even after 17 years 
and 250 games in the NFL, the pint-sized 
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| WKS} WK 140} 


Green, 40, can still run about 4.4 in the 40 
and cover better than most. People scoffed 
when then-GM Bobby Beathard made the 
jockey-sized speedster one of his few first- 
round picks way back in '83, and they said 
Green would never last despite his 4.3 speed 
and 40-inch-plus vertical jump. Over the 
years, Green has gone from a player who 
relied strictly on his athletic ability to a stu- 
dent of the game and technician who can be 
a role model to others. Washington overpaid 
veteran FS Carrier, but he is an upgrade over 
Leomont Evans. SS Sam Shade excels 
against the run and is average against 
the pass. His intangibles are pluses, 
E> and he led the team in tackles in 
*99. Rookie Lloyd Harrison could 
be the third corner this year and may 
eventually replace Green. He ran the 40 in 
less than 4.4 seconds before the draft and is 
a good special-teams player. In early June, 
the Redskins signed Sanders to a seven-year 
deal reportedly worth $55 million. 


PK Brett Conway was too inconsistent 
last season. After changing his punting 
style, Matt Turk went from one of the 
game’s best to very average and was traded 

to the Dolphins. His replacement, Tommy 

Barnhardt, is a veteran kicker who has 

had up-and-down years, but at least 

you know he can handle the situ- 

ation. He’s not a long-term answer, 

but he won’t kill you either. Washing- 

ton cut RS Brian Mitchell and wants to 

replace Conway and LS Dan Turk. Kick 
coverage was very mediocre in “99, 
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WK 4 WK4!] WK6|  WK7) wks! Wk 11] WK 12 WK 17 TOTALS 

DALL. ARIZ.| DALL. cui. BUFF. W.Y.G. PHIL. MIA. 
35-41 24-10| 20-38] 48-22 23-13 | 20-17 21-10 —| 
504 272 312 270 5965 
135 94 105 2039 | 
369 | 218 | 165 | 3926 
30 30 463 
2 2 31 
0 0} 14 
2 0 i) 
45 | 25 808 
5 6 | 71 
: 32:30 | 34:28 29:27 | 
379 418 389 5705 | 
198 72 143 58 250 118 1973 
38 229 156 1 t20| 291 168 270 3732 | 

26 

3 

2t7 

2 

88 

4 

310 (- 
2-8-0 120] 2-100 1-12-0 1-1-0 13-51-0 
33-183-1 | 24-61-1 | 42-51-0 | 37-199-1 | 14-700 280-1405-17 
z [$140 2-10-1| 11-39-0] 13-48-0| 22-53-1 | 78-257-3 
Michell 2110] : 3-240! 6600) 3190] 5-421] 1-(3)0] 4460) 40-2207) 
| Westbrook 242-0[ 1-9-0 140 7980. 
PASSING ** 

B. Johnson 20-33-0 | 20-28-0] 17-28-0] 20-33-0/ 24-40-2] 23-350] 1525-0] 19-97-1| 18333] 17-291] 2536-1] 26-432] 17-312] 16300] 3247-1] 7-7-0] 316-519-443 
382-2| 231-3| 241-0) 337-4] 248-1 sae} “a 913-2] 158-0) 2tat| 240-4 191-2) 297-1| 474-2] 75-0 4005-24 
Peata 2a : 6-3-0 B74 
le 8-0 | 99-2 107-2 
Alexander 15-0 5-862] 4-620) 15-0) 248-1] 3-240] 1-4-0 29-0 | 3-23-0 1-4-0 114-0] 1-250] 27-0] 2380] 20-3243 
Centers 6-420] 439-0 1-30) 435-0] 5-340/ 3-200! 3-321) 3-1-0 110) 6690! 971-0) 7-47-0) 438-0] 246-0! 7-66-1] 4-36-1|  69-544-3 
Connell 437-1 | 420-0] 5-750] 5-1342] 81100] 2521/ 2460| 4841] 6881) 1-160] 6600! 3350) 3:540/ 497-1 / 5-106-0 | 62-1132-7 
Davis 15-0 150 18-0) 120] 5200! 2260] 227-0 1-80 350] 1-3-0) 58-0 | 23-111-0 
ar 334-0 4-100 [| 2230[ 220-0] 28-0 160 310-0] 2-11-0 3190-1 | 223-0] 460-0 | 7-30-1 | 26-254-2 | 
Hicks 113-0 28-0 452-0 | 1-(-1)-0 872-0 | 
Mitchell 2-15-0 1-9-0) 317-0 15-0| 4990) 2-6-0 1-30 213-0| 6610! 3550] 1-290] 31-3050 
Sellers 13-0 117-0 | 239-4 122-0 164 1-8-0 7105-2 
Thrash | 1-25-0| 1-2-0 [417-0 3-440 
Westbrook 6-159-1| 4-59-1| 4-84-0/ 8-140-2] 9-25-0|/ 3380/ 5-85-1| 4720 41521] 1-1-0] 451-0] 508-1] 4-521] 1-5-0] 7-125-1| 3-25-0| 65-1191-9 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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NO. NAME POS. a WT. EXP. COLLEGE GP/GS 
80 Alexander, Stephen TE 246 3 Oklahoma —s14/14 


6 Anderson, Kareem = P. tt 


200 _R_ Washington onState 


56 Arrington. LaVar LB 6-3 250 FR _ Penn State 
24 Bailey, Champ ee ey 1842 ~Georgia 16/16 
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Stadium; FedEx Field & 59 Barber, Shawn 224 3 Richmond 16/16 
Capacity: 80,116 3 _ 6 Barnhardt, Tommy. F Ba 228 14 North Carolina 16/0 
Playing surface: Grass _ = ,68 Bendele, Clint OT 66 277 RA Southwest Texas State 
Norv Turner 1999 record: 10-6; First in NFC East 7. 79 Brown, Doug DT 6-7 290 3 Simon Fraser 9/0 
« _73 Bryant, Lamont DE 6-3 260 R Notre Dame 
Owner: Daniel Snyder = 26 Buckley, Curtis _DB 60 182 8 East Texas State 7/0 
President: Steve Baldacci; Director of player personnel: Vinny Cerrato e _27 Carrier, Mark FS 6-1 190 11 USC 15/15. 
Assistant general manager: Bobby Mitchell ~ 37 Centers, Larry RB 6-0 225 11 Stephen F Austin 16/16 
Head coach: Nory Turner a _59 Cole, Eric OG 6-5 310 A _ Penn State a 
A ‘ ae ‘ A = 99 Coleman, Marco DE 6-3. 267 9 Georgia Tech 16/16 
ssistant coaches: Jason Arapoff, asst. conditioning, Rubin Carter, defensive line, Foge m= 83 Connell, Albart WR 60 179. 4 Texas A&M 15/15 
Fazio, finébackers; Pat Flaherty, tight ends; Russ Grimm, offensive line, LeCharls ~ 5 Co ; Brett PK §2 492 4 Penn State 16/0 
McDaniel, special teams, Ron Meeks, defensive backs, Kirk Olivadotti, offensive asst; : - 
Rich Olson, quarterbacks; Ray Rhodes, defensive coordinator. Dan Riley, strength, Terry ™ —/2-C00K, Anthony DE 6-3 295 6 South Carolina State 16/7 
Robiskie, passing game coordinator, Mike Trgovac, defensive line; Jason Verduzco, defen- = 91 Cowsette, Delbert DT 6-1 274 R_ Maryland 
sive asst; Kirby Wilson, running backs. - 48 Davis, Stephen RB 6-0 234 5 Auburn 14/14 
@ _11 Deese, Jamie WR 5-10 186 R Wake Forest 
| = 92 DeLoach, Jerry DT 6-2 314 FR California 
= 25 Denton, Tim DB 5-11 182 3 SamHouston State 16/0 
m 32 Dukes, Chad RB 6-0 230 1 Pittsburgh o/0 
= 4 Elezovic, Peter PK 5-11 187 FR Michigan 
WR 62 WESTBROOK 87 Thrash 5 "74 Ellis, Kareem OT 64 322A North Carolina 
OLT 60 SAMUELS* 64 Heck = 60 Fisher, Mark [ej 6-3 293 3 Purdue 0/0 
ole 88 6 Moore” i ea ish 
S a r, Irvin ebraska 
a pe ristie & — 3 George, Jeff QB 6-4 215 10 Minois 72/10 
ORG TIT. JOHNSON 66 Moore" = 28 Green, Darrell CB 5-8 184 18 Texas Aal 16/16 
OFT 18 AMGEN ___70.0.G. Smith = -22-Harrson:Lieyd CB 5.10190 A Nor Carola Sia 
; 6 arrison, 5-1 orth Carolina State 
TE 38 LERNER Se sJonkins & 64 Heck, Andy OT 66 298 12 Notre Dame 16/16 
WR_ 683 CONNELL 86 Fryar 84 Thompson § _20 Hicks, Skip RB 6-0 230 3 UCLA 10/2 
QB 14 B. }OHNSON 3 George 8 Husak* + a Howell Ethan ae 5-11 178 a oiahoma State 
; , Todd 6-3 216 tanford 
note eae AS Be aTeR = 76 Jansen, Jon OT 6-6 302 2 Michigan 16/16 
FB 37 CENTERS 45 Sellers = "68 Jenkins, James TE 6-2 249 10 Rutgers 16/0 
a <1! Johnson, Brad __QB __6-5__224__9 Florida St. ae 
® 36 Johnson, Bryan FB 5-10 234 F Boise State 
DLE 98 COLEMAN _90 Lang 8 -77-Johnson Tie OG 62 326 7 Temple Terie 
DLT 95 WILKINSON 71 Tanner 78 D. Brown = 54 Jones, Greg LB 6-4 238 4 Colorado 15/15 
CRT 98 STUBBUFELD _75 Cook Soe ta Hawme —— be — es 9s ‘210 
2 lu, Ndukwe ~ ce 
DRE 76 8. SaTH 72 Kalu 75 Cook & "90 Lang, Kenard DE 6-4 277 4 Miami (Fla,) 16/9 
SLB 56 ARRINGTON* 54 Jones = _53 Mason, Eddie LB 6-0 236 4 North Carolina 15/0 
MLB 50 0.M. SMITH 55 K. Mitchell ~ 98 McCloud, Tyrus LB 6-1 250 3 Louisville 0/0 
41 Mcintosh, lan CB 5-9 176 R_ Syracuse 
WLS" SS BAREER ao Mason = 61 Messina, Brad OG 65 297 _R_ Maryland 
LCB 24 BAILEY 28 Green 22 Harrison’ = 39 Miller, Norman RB 5-10 189 1 Texas A&M-Kingsville 0/0 
RCB D. SANDERS 28 Green 25 Denton a 96 Mitchell, Anthony DE 6-5 245 A Florida 
* 55 Mitchell, Kevin LB 6-1 254 7 Syracuse 16/1 
Ss ce ee aon 27 Ganeeern = 66 Moore, Michael OG 638 320 RA Troy Slate 
FS 27 CARRIER 35 Q. Sanders" = 17 Murray, Leon QB 62 207 R_ Tennessee State 
La | 22 Mure, Adrian AB 5-11 210 _7 West Virginia ieit2 
; = 12 Nash, Tommy WR 6-0 159 R min 
PS eens eH Aveanivs & “45 Percoats, Imani WR 6-4 210 A Oregon Sista 
__PK __5 CONWAY = 40 Pesak, Kevin TE 62 222 1 SamHouston State 0/0 
H 14 B. JOHNSON 3 57 Peterson, Anthony LB 6-0 232 7 Notre Pame 18 
5 a _46 Pollack, Todd TE-LS 6-4 251 1 Boston College 0 
Bip ene 2s ele 2 67 Porter, Juan C63 2941 Ohio St 0/0 
KR_87 THRASH D. Sanders = 52 Raymer, Cory C 6-2 289 6 Wisconsin 16/16 
KC 85 ZELENKA m 58 Reed, Andre LB 6-2 235 R_ Jackson State 
* Rooki - 60 Samuels, Chris OT 6-5 325 RA Alabama 
eon = _ Sanders, Deion CB_6-1 198 12 Florida State 14/14 
@ _35 Sanders, Quincy Ss 6-1 204 RA UNLV 
= _40 Scanlon, Clay S 6-2 198 Fort Hays State 
——— 7 m 45 Sellers, Mike FB 6-3. 260 3 WallaWalla(Wash.) 16/1 
All times Eastern Pointspread refers to Washington — 29 Shade, Sam Ss 64 201 6 Alabama 76/16 
DATE OPPONENT TIME DATE OPPONENT SPREAD SCORE Bax} Sims, Keith 0G 6-3 318 11 lowaSt. 12/12 
Sept.3 Carolina ip.m. Sept.12 Dallas -2.5) 35-41" = 78 Smith, Bruce DE 6-4 279 16 Virginia Tech 16/16 
Sept. 10 at Detroit 4:15 p.m. Sept. 19 AtNew York Giants (+2) 50-21 ™@ 13 Smith, Chris TE 6-4 257 R Texas _ 
Sepl. 18 Dallas opm Sept. 26 At New York Jets (+1) 27-20 — 70 Smith, Derek G. OT 6-6 309 1 Virginia Tech 0/0 
: — Oct.3 Carolina (-8) 38-36. ™ 50 Smith, Derek M. LB 6-2 239 4 Arizona St. 16/16 
Sept. 24 at N.Y. Giants 8:20p.m. | Oct.10 BYE ™ 93 Stevenson, Eric DT 6-2 295 R_ Oklahoma Stale 
Oct,i Tampa Bay 4:15 p.m. | Oct.17 At Arizona (3.5) 24-10 § 16 Stiggers, Eric WR 5-6 184 R Colorado = 
Oct.8 at Philadelphia 1pm. Oct.24 At Dallas (0) 20-38 - 94 Stubblefield, Dana DT 6-2 315 8 Kansas 16/1 
Oct.15 Baltimore Tpm Oct. 31 Chicago (-8) 48-22 32_Symonette, Josh Ss 5-10 180 R Tennessee Tech 
— - Nov.7 Buffalo (-4)_ 17-34 @ 71 Tanner, Barron OT 6-3 310 4 Oklahoma 0/0 
Oct. 22 at Jacksonville _ 4:15 p.m. | Nov. 14 AtPhiladelphia (6.5) 28-35 © 23 Terrell, David CB. 6-1 188 1 Texas-El Paso 0/0. 
Oct.30 Tennessee 9 p.m. Nov. 21 New York Giants (-5) 23-13. @ 84 Thompson, Derrius WA 6-2 215 2 Baylor 1/0 
Nov:5 at Arizona 4:05 p.m. Nov. 28 Philadelphia (-10.5) 20-17", ™ 87 Thrash, James WAR 6-0 200 4 Missouri Southern 16/0 
Nov. 12 Open Dec.5 At Detroit 3) 17-33. § 40 Walker, Jeff P 5-10 218 F_Mississippi State 
; : Dec. 12 Arizona (-5) 28-3. @ _82 Westbrook, Michael WR 6-3. 220 6 Colorado 16/16 
Nov. 20" iat St: Lonits Spm. | Dec.19 Atindianapols (+65) 21-24 M 36 Whitfield, Eric CB 6-0 205 R UCLA 
Nov. 26 Philadelphia 1pm. Dec. 26 At San Francisco (-7) 26-20° @ _38 Wilcox, Justin DOB 6-1 195 R Oregon 
Dec.3 N.Y. Giants tom. Jan, 2 Miami (-3)_ 21-10 3 ie ee oo a3 a3 a on St di 16/16 
: POSTSEASON illiams, nn S (] i 
Bees 10m Dales 4:15PM. | Jan.8 Detroit (7) 2743 & — 2 Williams, Rodney _P 6-0 178 1 Georgia Tech oo 
Dec.16 at Pittsburgh 12:30pm. | Jan. 15 At Tampa Bay (+5) 13-14 © 85 Zelenka, Joe TE 6-3 280 2 Wake Forest 13/0. 
Dec. 24 Arizona 1p.m. * Overtime = 34 Zellars, Ray RB 5-11 2338 5 Notre Dame 0/0 
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ast season the Cowboys started 3-0, 
as they scored 100 points and QB 
Ua Troy Aikman threw for 663 yards and 


| seven scores. But in Game Four, WR 


Michael Irvin suffered what most likely 


"| was a career-ending spinal injury, Aikman 


struggled mightily from 

that point on without 
Wy his go-to receiver, as 

Nite AW he was throwing to a 


Ka 


ANOS group he had no con- 


fidence in. 
The Cowboys fell to 8-8. Then they 


| were eliminated by Minnesota in the play- 


offs. Aikman complained that Chan Gai- 


= OS tsa =a 
SRR RRR R PERRO ee 


sont 9. itis 


= ley’s offense was not right for him, and 
Jones clearly put the blame on the head 
coach as well. So, despite making the 
playoffs twice in two years, Gailey got a 
® pink slip. Defensive coordinator Dave 
= Campo moves up to the head-coaching 
= job. Jack Reilly, the former Cowboys QB 
= coach who was fired after the '97 offen- 
= sive meltdown, returns as offensive coor- 
= dinator, bringing along the pre-Gailey 
= style of offense that Aikman claims he 
needs to play at his best. 

There are two ways to look at the Cow- 
boys last season. They were an older 
team that had spent all its money on its 
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stars and was hurt by some subpar 
drafts and therefore had no depth. With 
14 starters missing a total of 61 games 
with injuries, it was a minor miracle the 
team went 8-8. Or, you could look at 
things as Jones did: The Cowboys still 
had players such as Aikman, Emmitt 
Smith, Larry Allen and Deion Sanders (at 
times) but finished 5-8 after a 3-0 start. 
They were the most penalized team in 
football, blew leads in seven of their loss- 
es and had an offense that was not suit- 
ed for its star quarterback and was so 
complicated that confusion and penalties 
were inevitable. 


PREVIEW —COOM! 


PFW PROJECTIONS 


Ei : 


Offense 

It is back to the old style with Reilly, but 
the Cowboys hope the past will be more like 
*92 to “95 than like “96 and especially “97. 
To try and make that happen, the Cowboys 
traded for WR Joey Galloway and made 
sure to keep ace OL coach Hudson Houck, 


QUARTERBACKS = Aikman had his worst 


year in close to a decade in *99 and for the 
first time in his career came across as 
somebody who would point some fingers. 
At age 33 and now with the offense and 
coach he wanted, he must show he still has 
it. In the past, Aikman has been a 
—, strong-armed, deadly accurate pass- 
_ er who was best when everything 
'» was by the numbers. Last season 
he was not as sharp throwing and 
was not comfortable with the people 
he was throwing to. Veteran journeyman 
Paul Justin will take over the No. 2 job. 


RUNNING BACKS » Smith appeared to be 
fading until the last couple years. Last year 
he was in the best shape of his career and 
responded by rushing for 1,397 yards 
despite missing one full game and large 
parts of two others with a fractured bone in 
his hand and a groin injury. Smith showed 
more explosiveness and power than he had 
in years and also looked a little quicker. 
While not a great receiver or blocker, he 
does a solid job of picking up the blitz and 
saving Aikman, and he can catch the ball. 
Chris Warren would often give Smith rests 
or come in on sure passing downs. An 
excellent receiver and athlete, Warren 
» has deceptive speed and power but 
| <> had ahard time with fumbles last 
season, At fullback, converted 
linebacker Robert Thomas looks like 
a keeper. He is a very aggressive block- 
er who can catch the ball and may have 
some running skills. Ryan Neufeld is more 
of an H-back than a fullback. 


RECEIVERS = The Cowboys rave about 
huge TE David LaFleur’s blocking and 
gleefully point out that their supposed 
first-round disappointment caught a team- 
high seven TD passes in '99, But many 
rival scouts say LaFleur is an above-aver- 
age blocker at best, will miss some key 
blocks and that he is an average receiver 
who drops too many balls and is not going 
to run away from many people. Jackie 
Harris could be a very valuable addition to 
this offense. He blocks a lot better than he 
gets credit for and is a much better all- 
around pass catcher than LaFleur. Mike 
Lucky is sort of a poor man’s LaFleur. At 
wide receiver, the key addition is Gal- 
loway, who could be the best speed receiv- 
er in football. But Galloway’s forte is 
going deep or working the sidelines, and 
Aikman loved to throw slants over the 
middle to the fearless Irvin. Galloway will 
stretch the defense in a way Irvin never 
could and is a more dangerous runner after 
the catch. Raghib Ismail exploded last sea- 
son to lead the Cowboys with 80 catches, 
and he did not drop that many balls. But he 
still has not shown that great magic after 
the catch that we saw when he was at 


Will likely start at right end. Started late in 
1999 and showed some flashes of ability. 


CB; 
KEVIN SMITH vs. DWAYNE 
With Deion Sanders and Kevin Mathis 
gone, Smith will battle second-round pick 
Goodrich. Ryan McNeil is the other starter. 


Aikman and the passing game hit on all 
cylinders. 


RB Emmitt Smith starts to look old, and the 
secondary really struggles, 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


LB Chris Bordano, LB Joe Bowden, OG 
Jorge Diaz, WR Joey Galloway, TE Jackie Har- 
ris, QB Paul Justin, CB Ryan McNeil, DE Dim- 
itrius Underwood, LB Barron Wortham 


TE Eric Bjornson, LB Quentin Coryatt, QB 


Jason Garrett, LB Randall Godfrey, P Toby 
Gowin, LB Lemanski Hall, CB Kevin Mathis, 
OG Everett Mclver, WR Ernie Mills, OL Tom 
Myslinski, DE Kavika Pittman 


COLLEGE 
_2/49 CB Dwayne Goodrich _Tennessee 


6/180 CB Mario Edwards 
7/219 LB Orantes Grant 


Florida State 
Georgia 


Notre Dame. Nevertheless, he has gone 
from a perennial disappointment to a solid 
starter. Before the “99 season, the Cow- 
boys gave Seattle a 2000 third-rounder for 
big, speedy James McKnight, who looked 
like a coming star in “97, then tailed off in 
98. Unfortunately, McKnight blew out 
his left knee early in training camp 
and never could show what he 
could do. He is back now, as is 
Jason Tucker, who really came 
on late last season. ‘Wane McGarity 
is a short but not tiny burner who is 
coming off an injury that landed him on 
injured reserve. 


OFFENSIVE LINE « When everyone was 
healthy, or when the only injury was to 
Everett McIver, and rookie Solomon Page 


Was starting at guard, this was the best 
offensive line in football. One huge reason 
is OL coach Houck, who developed players 
such as Allen, Page and Flozell Adams 
from the crib, played a big part in Erik 
Williams’ career and helped C Mark Step- 
noski. Getting Stepnoski back was a huge 
plus. He stabilizes the line, is a great help 
to the guards and gives Aikman confidence. 
Allen is the best guard in football and may 
even be better than John Hannah was 
because he is bigger, more athletic and just 
as powerful. When Page filled in for McIv- 
er, who is now gone, he showed tremen- 
dous raw talent and enough technique and 
skills to be an asset. If he works hard, he 
can be an All-Pro at either guard or tackle. 
Outside of Allen, Page is the best athlete on 
the line. Adams moved from guard to left 
tackle and showed the kind of improvement 
the Cowboys were looking for. The arrow 
on him is pointing up. The arrow on 
Williams had been going down for two or 
three seasons, but in '99 he finally got in 
shape and had his best season since 

he was hurt in a car crash that 
» almost ended his career. But he 

still does a lot of nasty things with 
is hands that could get him in trouble 
if the officials crack down on him as they 
did in °98. Former Buccaneers starting OG 
Jorge Diaz was signed in case Page, who is 
still very immature, does not stay focused 
and lets trouble find him. 


Last season the Cowboys played without 
Sanders or with a far less than 100 percent 
Sanders and were without Leon Lett and 
Kevin Smith for eight games and had an 
ineffective Lett for the rest of the season. 
Still, the defense directed by Campo gave 
up just 276 points. But 116 of those points 
came in fourth quarters of games, often 
when the Cowboys were blowing leads. 
Highly regarded DB coach Mike Zimmer 
was promoted to replace Campo as the 
coordinator. Ryan McNeil was signed to 
replace Sanders, and Kevin Mathis was 
traded after the team drafted cornerbacks 
with three of its top four draft picks. 


DEFENSIVE LINE = Dallas’ highest first- 
round pick in years, DLE Greg Ellis, was 
just so-so as a rookie starter and rarely 
made a big play in 98. But last season he 


had a team-high 7% sacks and a number of [i 


other key defensive plays before breaking 
his leg in December. It remains to be seen 
whether he will be all the way back intime § 
for the opener. Ebenezer Ekuban, Dallas’ 
*99 first-rounder, was a disappointment 
until late in the season, when he looked like 
an outside speed rusher in the last two reg- 
ular-season games. He needs to improve 
his functional football strength and recog- 
nition but has great movement skills. Alon- 
zo Spellman, who always insisted on play- 
ing end and often right end when he was a 
misguided soul in Chicago, seemed to get 
his life in order with a lot of help from the 
special program the Cowboys set up for 
him. He agreed to play inside, had his best 
year as a tackle and saved the team when | 
Lett was out for the first eight games. Just | 
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when the Cowboys were ready to phase out 
34-year-old DT Chad Hennings, he had 
what may have been his best season. Lett 
was not effective after he came back, and at 
age 31, he must show he still has it. He was 
a dominating player for much of his career 
but never was a smart player when it came 
to judgments on or off the field. Brandon 
Noble is an underrated backup tackle who 
could play a lot if Lett does not bounce 
back. Peppi Zellner is a very green defen- 
sive end with RB speed and some big-time 
pass-rush potential. But he needs strength 
and technique, or else rival tackles will 
just take away his outside move and 
| drive him wide of the quarterback. 
qo After the success they had with 
© Spellman in *99, the Cowboys’ lat- 
est project is Dimitrius Underwood, 
the Vikings’ '99 first-round pick who 
was waived by Minnesota and did not take 
advantage of the second chance the Dol- 
phins gave him. 


LINEBACKERS » The Cowboys are gam- 
bling that undersized but superinstinctive 
sophomore Dat Nguyen can replace Ran- 
dall Godfrey at middle *backer. But they 
also hedged their bets shortly after the 
draft by trading CB Kevin Mathis to the 
Saints for Chris Bordano, a supertough 
middle "backer who runs 4.7 but Jacks lat- 
eral and reyerse mobility, and signing for- 
mer Oilers starting MLB Barron Wortham, 
a fireplug who is in the Sam Mills mold but 
is not nearly as good or instinctive. Some 
felt Godfrey played as well as anyone on 
the Cowboys’ defense, even though WLB 
Dexter Coakley was the one who went to 
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the Pro Bowl. Coakley is the fastest line- 
backer in football, and he picked off four 
passes. But you must scheme for him so 
that he can use his rare speed and not have 
to take on blockers very often. Ex-Titan 
Joe Bowden will replace Darren Ham- 
brick on the strong side and should be 

a big upgrade. Bowden is a very 
=> explosive football player with 
4.6 speed. Hambrick made 
progress on the strong side but was 
average at best. He needs to mature, 
improve his work ethic and learn how to 
really study film. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS » McNeil is no 
Sanders, although he did lead the league in 
interceptions in “97 with nine. But he has 
been very ordinary the past two years, and 
he never had big-time speed, although he 
does have size and skills. Keeping Kevin 
Smith healthy and keeping his confidence 
up are two keys for the 2000 season. At 
times last season, he still looked like a 
pretty good corner. But when he gets beat- 
en and loses confidence, his play really 
falls off. Rookies Dwayne Goodrich, 
Kareem Larrimore and Mario Edwards 
may never make a poster for the Boy 
Scouts, but they have the athleticism and 
speed to make an impact and start in the 
NEL. Goodrich has great speed. Larrimore 
is sort of a mystery man with tremendous 
athleticism and fine return skills but an 
unknown past. Edwards’ play has been 
slipping since he gave up two TD passes in 
the national-championship game at the end 
of his junior season, but he has ideal size 
and pretty good cover skills. Special-teams 
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star Charlie Williams wound up starting 
half the games at cornerback and was hot 
and cold. At times he seemed to have trou- 
ble turning and would lose time in transi- 
tion. Undrafted free agent Duane 
Hawthorne only made the team because of 
all the injuries, but he did enough good 
things to make the Cowboys think they 
may have a sleeper or late bloomer. FS 
George Teague is not big or fast or a 
good tackler, but he has a knack for 
the ball and makes big plays. Izell 
> Reese is both big and fast and 
could challenge Teague if he can 
come back from a neck injury. 8S 
Darren Woodson no longer plays as 
though he has 4.4-to-4,.5 speed in the 40, 
but he is one of the best against the run and 
is still no slowpoke in coverage. 


This was always a huge Cowboys posi- 
tive, with Joe Avezzano running the show 
and Steve Hoffman finding free-agent, 
minimum-wage kickers and developing 
them into stars — until last season, when 
Richie Cunningham missed a few chip 
shots and was just 3-of-9 on FG tries of 
between 40 and 49 yards before being cut. 
P Toby Gowin had his best season but 
then signed with the Saints. Kick 

coverage was also far from its 
> usual standards. Tucker did 

some good things returning kick- 
Py offs. Larrimore is also very good as a 
kickoff returner, and RB-WR Michael 
Wiley from Ohio State can return both 
kickoffs and punts. 


A WK13 | Wid | WK15| Wk16|  WK17| TOTALS 
WASH. | N.V.G. | WASH. | afi di MIA. |" ONE. | PHIL, | NYS. | ON.O. | NY.G.[ 
41-35| — 36-7 | 10-43 | 10-13 |__ 98-20 24-a4| 17-27 | 27-13 9139] 26-0 6-13] 20-40] 21-22] 24-31| 26-18 
sii{ 232|sos'|s00.| 27a asa {ase | sos] gua | ase | gaa | aoa] sa7 | sav | apa | aay |S t78 | 
186. 134 114 130 24 108] 403 205 wo/1sa{ 101 | 63 | 112 | 195 122 149 2051 | 
{_ 355 9B 192 | 170 250 244 | 129 123 190 102 zea| 140] eas] se] 4s] 88 | 3127 | 
oe a7 39 | 32 25 a4 | 26 24 24 34 i 23 31 | 31 | 26 29 493 
1 | 0 1 3] Oo) “5 z 2 2 1] | a] 1 0| 0 24 
Had intercepted | 2t 1] 0 0 1 0 0 0 | a} o 2 2 o| 13 
Fumbles lost_ | 1 0 41 1 af 2 0 vl oO] 1 0 1] 0 10 
65 59 98 50 55 135 | 47|___ 408 | 35 | 55 92 a6 | 56 1196 
A 5 4 4 6 4 6 | 6 4) rl 7 3 2 81 
OPPONENT STATISTICS 
2349] 28:41 | 25:28] 3231] 3238] 29:26, 25:24 | 29] 25:65] 3041] 29:33 | 30-02 27:25 
| 308] 284 | | 
Had intercepted. 
Fumbles lost 
Yards penalized 
Punts 
RUSHING ——— 
Aikman [240] 1207 eroT +-cyol roo, aa to] 4-0-0 | 1-0] 2-0] 46.07 1 3(2)-0 20-10-41 
Chane | [= = i | | 14-57-0 | | 14-57-0 
E.Smith | 23-109-4 | 29-1092 | 22-77-1| 30-118-0| 22-064 | 24-807 | 2o032|181402| ‘| 29-1270 | 31-103-0| 19-75-0| _1-2-0| 19-110-0 | 23-110-1 | 22-122-0 | 329-1997-11| 
{small 115-0 | 244-0[ 4-17-0| 1-7/0] _1-19-0 P20) 17-0! 1-16-0 1-¢8)-0| 1-120] 223-1 | | ees 
Warten 856-0) 6415-0] 11-240 5-0) 86-0] 304] 7-520] 19-650| 210-0 1-(3)-0 | 25-92-1| _5-20-0) | 3-28-0] _99-403-2 
= PASSING ** = = — - 
‘Aikman 28-49-3|) 10-222] 1521-0] 21-392] 20-33-1] 20020) 19240) 14-24-0 | 1629-0] 20-000] 22400 12282] 23-392) 2302.0] 263-492-12 
3625} 109-0| 1922| 177-1|__266-0| aaa! 159.0! 129.0 | asz1| 160-0| 2424 | 458-1 | 246-2| 2882| 2964-17 
Garrett mail | 0-1-0) S-11-1| 13-230) 1629-0 32-64-1 
| os | oo} ao] i992] tt = 314-3 
iG 
Bjornson [143-0] 1-48-0 |_ ii y A= = = In 1-32.0[ 1-7-0] _1-10-0 2250] 1-40] 222-0] [__10-131-0 
Brazzell | a = = i Ty 1120] 2620/ 1-21-0| i190 5-114-0 
E. Smith a(a)0| 1-1-0 531-1 10] 360) 1-90! 16.0 | 5-10-0 [3361 | 33-0! 2490) 27-115-2 
irvin | 51222] 243-0| 224-1) 7-80 ime | Fee | ; | FE ea ee at 
Ismail | gs49-4 | 1-38-01] 4101-1] 7-28-0| 4740] 6764] 431-0) 7830| 6861| 5-49.0| 51951] 6580) 4620| 1-230| 3-280) 7-624) B0-1097-6 
LaFleur [4-442] 1-9-0 $-22-0 | 2-15-0 | 4-34-1 | _ 2-31-0 | 2161 | F-44190 | 22H-O | 484-4 218-0 | 430-1] 3-17-0] 35-922-7 
Mills [ 3240) 1-80) 2250) 2460) 676-0] 3.24-0| 437-0] S310) 249.0) 9260] 1-11-0 =| | 30-325-0 | 
Ogden 1-8-0| 248-0) 1-10-0 jas | 4-25-0 | 2-25-0 = 22-0 130 2-28-0| — 12-144-0 
i Lo | 1-9-0 = 28-0] 212.0 2120 1-4-0 | | 10-64-0 
Tucker 76-0 | 2-25-0|  4-52-0 41-0] 7-17-0] 2950) 122-0] 3-370 7128-1 | 4-1224) _23-499-2 
140| 2100) 260/ 3400| 221-0| 3900! 5290] 150] 3100) 18.0] 1-(3)0| 4460) 260 348-0| _34-224-0 | 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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& 
Cate Eowhoys : NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. EXP. COLLEGE GP/ES 
whoys Center 76 Adams, Flozell OT 6-7__335 3 Michigan State 16/16 
One Gowooys Parkws = _8 Aikman, Troy QB 6-4 220 42 UCLA 74/14 
972/256-9900 ® 29 Akins, Chris s 5-11 195 2 Arkansas-Pine Bluff _9/0 
Official Website: www.dallascowboys.com e 73 Allen, Larry __ OG 6-3 326 7 Sonoma State 41/11 
Stadium: Texas Stadium - 13 Anderson, Morris WR 6-1 194 1 Baylor 0/0 
Capacity: 65,675 @ 57 Atkins, Corey LB 6-0 235 R South Carolina 
Playing suriace: AstroTurt ® 36 Black, Michael RB 5-11 206 1 Washington State 0/0. 
Dave Campo —--1999 record: 8-8; Second in NFC East = 55 Bordano, Chris LB _6-1__241 3 Southern Methodist 15/12 
a SS eee a 2 oe Bawdenuoe LB 5-11 235 9 Oklahoma 15/15 
President and general manager: Jerry Jones; Exec. vice president-director of player ™ 48 Brazzell, Chris WR 6-2 193 2 Angelo State 5/0 
personnel: Stephen Jones; Director of college and pro scouting: Larry Lacewell - 60 Brymer, Chris C-OG 6-3 300 1 Southern California 0/0 
Head coach: Dave Campo - 10 Cantrell, Barry P 6-1 195 1 Fordham 0/0 
: i 34 Chukwuma, Chrys RB 6-1 229 A Arkansas 
Assistant coaches: Joe Avezzano, special teams, Bill Bates, secondary, Wes Chandler, © 
wide receivers, George Edwards, linebackers; Buddy Geis, offensive nickel package; Steve % -52 Coakley, Dexter LB 5-10 228 4 Appalachian State__16/16 
Hoffman, kickers/quality contro; Hudson Houck, offensive line; Jim Jeffcoat, defensive j —14 Cone, Drew WR__6-2 213 _A_ Southern Arkansas Y 
ends; Joe Juraszek, strength and conditioning, Les Miles, tight ends; Andre Patterson, ™ 64 Diaz, Jorge OG 6-4 315 5 Texas A&M-Kingsville 13/17 | 
defensive tackles; Clancy Pendergast, defensive nickel package; Jack Reilly, offensive coor- & 27 Edwards, Mario cB 6-0 191 R_ Florida State 
dinator, Tommie Robinson, special teams asst.; Clarence Shelmon, running backs, Glenn ™@ 96 Ekuban, Ebenezer DE 6-3 265 2 North Carolina 16/2 
Smith, offensive asst.; Wade Wilson, quarterbacks, Mike Zimmer, defensive coordinator. ™ 98 Ellis, Greg DE 6-6 286 3 North Carolina 1313 | 
~__ § 97 Fields, Aaron DE 6-4 243 R Troy State } 
| ™ 69 Fricke, Ben OG-C_ 6-0 295 2 Houston 3/0 | 
J - 84 Galloway, Joey WR 5-11 188 6 Ohio State 8/4 
= 61 Garmon, Kelvin OG 6-2. 329 _~—1_~ Baylor 0/0 ry 
F ™ 92 Gholston, Kendrick DE 6-4 279 1 Louisville 0/0 J 
WR _61 ISMAR 87 Tucker 83 McGarity = "24 Goodrich, Dwayne CB 5-11 _198 A Tennessee il 
OLT 76 ADAMS 66 Hutson = 46 Grant, Orantes LB 6-0 225 R Georgia ) 
LG 73 AMEE ____84 Diaz S Ge Harrie Daren L862 297 —3-South Garolna 76h |e 
. Ba Jamorick, Darren OU! arolina ye 
C 53 STEPNOSKI 61 Garmon _69 Fricke ® "85 Harris, Jackie TE 6-4 250 11 Louisiana-Monroe 12/1 | 
ORG 77 PAGE 60 Brymer m= 38 Hawthorne, Duane CB 5-10 176 2 Northern Illinois 13/0 } 
ORT 79 E. WILLIAMS 66 Hutson - 70 Hellestrae, Dale LS-OL 6-5 291 16 Southern Methodist 16/0 | 
; m@ _95 Hennings, Chad OT 6-6 291 9 Air Force 16/16 
TE 09 LAER woke BELIKY, = _ 3 Hilbert, Jon PK 62 222 R Louisville I 
WR 84 GALLOWAY 82 McKnight _12 Wiley" 18 Brazell = (16 Hodge, Damon WR 6-1 192 R Alabama State i 
QB 8 AIKMAN 7 Justin 9 Puleri - 62 Hudson, George OG 6-4 311. _R_New Mexico State | : 
SMITH 49 Huggins, Johnny TE 6-3. 245 R Alabama State —_ 
RB’ 22 E. 42\Warten F4 66_Hutson, Tony OG-OT 6-3 317 4 NE Oklahoma State 22 ian 
FB 44 THOMAS 39 Neufeld ® 81 Ismail, Raghib WAR 5-117 190 8 Notre Dame ted | 
a = 71 Jackson, Al OG 63 306 R Louisiana Sais 
® 65 Jackson, Keith OT 6-4 319 RAR Cheyney (Pa.) \ 
DLE 98 BLS os.Zelinies = 7 Justin, Paul QB 6-4 211 6 Arizona State 100 | 
DLT 95 HENNINGS = 75 Noble 94 Myers = 20 Kaiser, Jason s 6-0 190 1 Culver-Stockton o/0 > 
—ORT_S8 SPEUMAN _78 Lett enn Miah p62 te Uh Stats Wt 
CT jorr, Mical ale ; 
DRE 68 ERpEnN “Bt Underwood Lat’ Myars ® "89 LaFleur, David TE 6-7 272 4 Louisiana State __iei6 |) 
SLB 58 BOWDEN 54 Hambrick _50 Tolbert 56 Russ = 41 Larrimore, Kareem CB 5-11 190 AR West Texas A&M 0/0 7 
MLB 59 NGUYEN 57 Wortham 57 Atkins* . 78 Lett, Leon OT 6-6 290 10 Emporia(Kan.) State 6/1 | 
. 17 Lindell, Rian PK 6-3. 241 A Washington State 
Ss 
WLB'S5 GORMLEY, _46 Grant” 51 Phipps m _86 Lucky, Mike TE 66 2732 Arizona jaa f 
LCB 47 McNEM 24 Goodrich” 41 Larrimore* _ 83 McGarity, Wane WR 5-8 197. 2 Texas aa | 
RCB 26 K. SMITH 24 Goodrich* 27 Edwards” : 82 McKnight, James WR 6-1 198 7 rahe on , 
; _47 McNeil, Ryan CB. 6-2 +192 ~8 Miami (Fla) wea | 
—_ 55 26 Weeusen 20 Kaiser © 49 Mitchell, Deon WA 5-10 180 1 Northern Illinois oo | 
FS 31 TEAGUE 43 Reese ® 32 Morgan, Beau 5 5-10 203 1 Air Force oo | 
P SPECIALISTS RB 6-1 220 _R_Central Washington i 
= 94 Myers, Michael DL 62 288 3 Alabama 60 | 
P10 GANTREL : ® ~39 Neufeld, Ryan FB. 64240 2 UCLA 60 | 
PK 6 SEDER* 3 Hilbert* m _59 Nguyen, Dat iB 5-11 231 2 Texas A&M 16/0 | 
H 10 CANTRELL = 75 Noble, Brandon OT 6-2 285 2 Penn State 16/0 je 
m _2 Ogden, Jeff WR 6-0 190 3 Eastern Washington 16/0 | 
a WN th Io m 45 Ortiz, Tony LB 6-0 226 R Nebraska | 
KR_ 12 WILEY* 87 Tucker x ® 77 Page, Solomon OT 6-4 321 2 West Virginia 16/6 | 
KC 70 HELLESTRAE . 51 Phipps, Joe LB 6-1 220 1 Texas Christian o/O | 
F ¢ 9 Puleri, Charles QB 6-2 215 R_ New Mexico State 
. . ed 
Rookie; # status undetermined at presstime = 43 Reese, Izell 5 62 190 3 Alabama-Birmingham 8/4 ta. 
: a = 80 Roche, Brian TE 6-5 260 4 San Jose State 0/0 
| 2000 SCHE am SCH rDULE | Og RES us = _37 Rogers, Phillip RB 6-1 226 A Georgia Tech 
Ss 2 sce a a A = 56 Russ, Bernard LB 6-1 238 3 West Virginia a0 fe 
All times Eastern Pointspread refers to Dallas - 6 Seder, Tim PK 5-9 180 A Ashland - 
DATE OPPONENT TIME m _67 Shaw, Bryant DE 6-3 287 R_ Mississippi College : 
Sept.3 Philadelphia 4:05 p.m Sept. 12 At Washington (+2.5) 41-35" . 72 Slaughter, Chad OT 6-7 320 _ Alcorn State em 
Sept. 10 at Arizona 8:20pm. | Sept.20 Atlanta (65) 247 2 Sh Ett oa a 1 3 pie: iat "x 
Sept. 18 at Washini 9p. Sept.26 BYE 26 smith, Kevin _ is jexas i 
a — a som | Oci3 Arizona (75) 357 &' 90 Speliman, Alonzo DL 6-4 292 8 Ohio State {6/16 
P : P. Oct.10 At Philadelphia (40) 1013 _ 53 Stepnoski, Mark Cc 6-2 265 12 Pittsburgh 15/15: 7 
Oct.1 at Carolina 1pm. Oct.18 AtNew York Giants (3) 10-139 = —2 Stoerner, Clint QB 6-2 210 RFR Arkansas, 
Oct. 8 n = m 31 Teague, George $s 6-1 196 8 Alabama 14/14 
so "i eee 3 Os 63 Tenner, James OG 6-2 345 FR _ Alcorn State ' 
SP A Jem oh ee eae pee Se 7 44 Thomas, Robert FB 6-1 252 3 Henderson State 16/7 | 
Oct. 22 _ Arizona 1 p.m New 3 n Minossate eo ed = "50 Tolbert, Brandon LB 6-3 230 3 Georgia oo | 
Oct.29 Jacksonville 4:15 pm wl teen Bay (+3.5) 27-13 © “30 Tramel, Jasmine 5 5-11_198 _R_ Mississippi Valley State 
Nov.5 at Philadelphia aC [eee ES a WR 6-1_182 2 Texas Christian {5/4 
aes Nov. 25 _ Miami (1) 20-0 © “91 Underwood, Dimitrius DE 6-6 276 1 Michigan State 0/0 
SE 1pm | Dec.5 AtNew England (+25) 643 | 42 Warren, Chris RB 6-2 227 41 Ferrum isi 
Nov.19 at Baltimore 4:15 p.m. Dec, 12 Philadelphia (-9) 20-10 — “q2 Wiley, Michael WR 5-11. 189 R Ohio State \ 
Nov. 23 Minnesota 4:05 p.m Dec. 19 New York Jets (5.5) 21-22 @ 99 Wilkins, Greg DL 6-4 305 1 Langston oo | 
Dec.3 at Tampa Bay 1 pm. Dec. 24 At New Orleans, (8) 24-31 _ — 25 Williams, Charlie DB 6-0 204 6 Bowling Green 16/8 | 
Dec.10. Washington 415 pm Jan.2 NewYork Giants (-6.5) 26-18 @ 79 Williams, Erik OT 6-6 311 10 Central State (Ohio) 14/14 
a nat ‘5PM. | POSTSEASON ® 28 Woodson, Darren _‘S 6-1__219 9 Arizona State 155 |) 
Dec. 17 _N.Y. Giants 8:20 p.m. | Jan.9 At Minnesota (+7) 10-27, & (57 Wortham, Barron LB 5-11 245 7 Texas-El Paso 16/15 
Dec, 25 at Tennessee 9pm. * Overtime = 93 Zeliner, Peppi DE 6-5 257 2 Fort Valley (Ga.) State 13/0 
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| though the Giants were very disap- 
©) pointed when a three-game losing 
| istreak dropped them to 7-9 last sea- 
son, they were probably very lucky to win 
seven games. The Giants were really 
crippled all season by injuries and by not 
having a running game. 
On the plus side, 
they may have finally 
found a quarterback 
in Kerry Collins who 
can really replace Phil Simms. They 
have upgraded their two weakest areas 
on offense, the line and running game. 


www. profootballweekly.com 


BSESEGSRASSCREEESERRSBPESEEREEES ESS 


Defensively, a healthy group of corner- 
backs and a comeback year by Michael 
Strahan combined with the additions of 
LB Micheal Barrow and a couple of 
promising rookies should be enough. 
Last season the Giants’ defense did a 
lot of finger-pointing at the offense, but it 
had more than its share of stinkers. 


As an offensive coordinator in Arizona, 
Jim Fassel was one of the best, and he 
knew when to gamble. But as a head 
coach, he became way too conservative. 
The Giants may have had their best offen- 
sive game when Fassel let Sean Payton call 


~ Collins to a four-year, $16.5 million con- 
= tract as a free agent when nobody else 


* the plays. Look for Payton to handle a lot 


» and so far the program has worked. He has 
© gone from a playboy to a student and made 
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more of the play calling this year. 


QUARTERBACKS = Many people gasped 


when Giants GM Ernie Accorsi signed 


seemed to want him. The Giants had a 
great support system in place for Collins, 


great progress as both a person and player. 
Fassel and Payton helped Collins over- 
come a very pronounced hitch in his deliv- 
ery and taught him how to watch film and 
read defenses. They brought him along 
slowly last season instead of just throwing 
him to the wolves and designed plays to 
take advantage of his great size and big, 
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strong arm and to try to compensate for his 
average mobility. With Collins at quarter- 
back, young WRs Amani Toomer and Ike 
Hilliard started to play as they were sup- 
posed to when the Giants drafted them, 
and the offense got some wings for the first 
time. The starting job is clearly Collins’, 
because his backup will be heady veteran 
Jason Garrett, who no longer dreams of 
becoming a starter but still likes to play 
and is almost like an extra coach. Collins 
has all the physical tools except good 
mobility, but he must cut down on 
his turnovers. Garrett, who never 
had much of an arm, is a Gary 
Kubiak type who beats people with 
his head, poise and intangibles. Mike 
Cherry throws a beautiful pass in prac- 
tice, but when the Giants sent him to NFL 
Europe to play last year, he could not even 
hold a starting job. 


RUNNING BACKS = Last season the 
Giants’ leading rusher was oft-injured 
rookie Joe Montgomery, who gained 348 
yards on 115 carries but missed nine games 
with injuries. Montgomery's problem may 
be that he is too tough for his own good.and 
that he fights for every inch as if the Super 
Bowl were at stake. He is a very aggressive, 
inside runner who has speed but is not’a 
make-you-miss guy. Tiki Barber is a very 
effective third-down back when he is 
healthy, and the Giants did a much better 
job of not overusing the aspiring announc- 
erin '99. The previous season, he was used 
as an every-down back early, got beaten up 
and looked as though he had lost his quick- 
ness and speed. FB Charles Way’s knee got 
so bad that he was forced to retire at age 27. 
Not too long ago, Way may have been the 
most complete fullback in the game, but 
last season he was just a shell of his former 
self. Greg Comella will never be the big 
thumper Way was, but he is quick and 
explosive for a fullback and catches the ball 
well. Sean Bennett has great workout num- 
bers and catches the ball very nicely. He 
could be a pass-catching H-back if he can 
stay healthy after an injury-filled rookie 
season in which he showed a tendency to 
fumble the ball. Montgomery will not give 
up the starting RB job without a fight if he 

is healthy, but first-round pick Ron Dayne 
will probably be starting before long. If 
Giants fans expect Dayne to be a 
bull in the Larry Csonka mold, 
they are in for a surprise. Dayne 
is more of a finesse, pick-and-slide 
runner who makes people miss and 
then turns into a freight train with feet 
once he puts it in gear and starts running 
north-south. 


RECEIVERS » TE Howard Cross is a big 
blocker who is no longer a threat as a receiy- 
er, Pete Mitchell is more of a pass-catching 
H-back who runs pass routes like a wide 
receiver. Young Dan Campbell can be a bet- 
ter receiver than Cross and a better blocker 
than Mitchell and could make Cross 
expendable. At wide receiver, the Giants’ 
great patience with Toomer finally paid off, 
as the big guy from Michigan caught 79 
passes for 1,183 yards and six TDs. Toomer 
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Former first-round pick is better known as a 
run-support player than pass defender. 


Parker signed after being told he would be 
the starter. But Rosenthal, the starter at the 
end of 1999, will try to unseat the veteran. 


Finish in second place behind the Red- 
skins and coach Jim Fassel keeps his job. 

QB Kerry Collins isn’t the solution, Dayne 

gets fat and struggles and Giants go nowhere. 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


LB Micheal Barrow, OT Lomas Brown, QB 
Jason Garrett, OL Glenn Parker, DB Dave 
Thomas, C Dusty Zeigler 


_ RB Gary Brown, LB Marcus Buckley, S 
Perey Ellsworth, LB Scott Galyon, OT Scott 
Gragg, QB Kent Graham, OT Roman Oben, 
FB Charles Way, C Brian Williams 


had a combined 44 catches for 635 yards in 
his first three seasons, which were filled 
with poorly run or incorrect routes and 
untimely drops, but he came into his own as 
a big-play, down-the-field threat in °99. 
Having a quarterback who could get him the 
ball down the field also helped. Hilliard will 
never live up to being the seventh overall 
pick in °97, but he is a good, solid, under- 
neath receiver with fine quickness into and 

out of his breaks, hands, body control and 
concentration. Joe Jureyicius and 
Brian Alford could be down-the- 

field threats if they ever start to 
put the whole thing together and see 
the big picture. Jurevicius has great 

size and deceptive speed and looks a lot 
like former Packers WR Boyd Dowler and 
ex-Brown David Logan. Alford is big, fast 
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and immature. He could be another Toomer 
or a perennial tease. Rookie Ron Dixon is 
quicker than instant coffee and more elusive 
than a fruit fly at a summer picnic, but he 
comes out of tiny Lambuth College (Tenn.), 
It remains to be see how he will react to 
being jammed and muscled by 200-pound 
comerbacks. 


OFFENSIVE LINE » The Giants practically 
revamped their whole OL during the off- 
season. Three starters were cut or allowed 
to leave, and three newcomers will be given 
chances to start. The only holdover assured 
of a job is underrated ORG Ron Stone, who 
played better than a lot of the guards in the 
Pro Bowl last season. Stone is huge, pow- 
erful, dedicated and athletic, and the more 


you grade him on a play-by-play basis, the | 


more you appreciate the way he plays. 


Mike Rosenthal, who started the last seven | 


games at left guard as a rookie, is a big, 
strong, tough, physical blocker who does 
not have very quick feet and is no ballet 
dancer but finds a way to get it done. For- 
mer Bills C-OG Dusty Zeigler is the prob- 
able starter at center, although he could 
also play left guard. He is a high-motor, 
achiever type. With the release of Scott 
Gragg and departure of Roman Oben, the 
Giants will lose two tackles younger than 
30 who started every game over the past 
four and three years, respectively. Gragg 
had gotten worse, and after a big 1997 cam- 
paign, Oben struggled with injuries the past 
two years and often played with question- 
able technique. The Giants hope ’99 first- 
round pick Luke Petitgout, who could not 
get it done as a rookie guard (at least in part 
because of elbow and ankle injuries), can 
replace Gragg, and that either Glenn Park- 
er or Lomas Brown can replace Oben. 
Brown is a pure left tackle who, even at 37, 
still has quick feet and know-how when it 
comes to pass protection. Parker is 34 but 
has really had very few injuries for a L0- 
year veteran, which makes him a “young” 
34. He can play every position on the line 
except center at a fairly high level. 
Right now, the Giants have Parker 
pencilled in at left guard ahead of 
Rosenthal. The Giants have one 
of the best OL coaches around in 
Jim MeNally, but last season the play- 
ers he had to chose from did not really fit 
his style. This group should fit it better. 


Last season the Giants’ vaunted defense 


did too much talking and finger-pointing at [i 


the offense and too little playing. Granted, 
injuries really hurt them at cornerback, but 
that still is not a good excuse for giving up 
358 points, including 112 in the fourth 
quarters of games. They gave up the big 
play too often and made big plays too infre- 
quently, getting just 32 sacks and forcing 
only 24 turnovers. 


DEFENSIVE LINE = In °97 and °98, Strahan 


was the best all-around defensive. left end in 
football and had a combined 29 sacks. Last 
season, with a contract that paid him as an 


elite player, he turned into a very average | 
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player and had only 5% sacks. Strahan also 
seemed to blame everyone and everything 
(the double-team block, the offense, 
injuries, etc.) but himself for his poor sea- 
son. He is only 28, and if he has the type of 
pride it appeared he had, he should get bet- 
ter. DRE Cedric Jones will never liye up to 
being the fifth overall pick in the °96 draft, 
but after replacing Chad Bratzke in the line- 
up last season, he generally held his own. 
Jones was stronger against the run than he 
had been and showed some nice moves as a 
pass rusher. His 7/4 sacks led the team’s 
defensive linemen, but a right end in the 
Giants’ scheme should get more sacks. DT 
Keith Hamilton is a huge man who can be a 
force against the run and a factor against the 

pass, but he plays too upright and has to 
take a lot of hits and punishment. 
Christian Peter is looking more and 

more like a gamble that paid off. 
He is superintense and very strong 
and plays every down as though it 
were his last. Lack of depth is a concern, 
but rookie Cornelius Griffin has the size to 
play tackle and the speed to play end. 


LINEBACKERS = WLB Jessie Armstead is 
the vocal and emotional leader of the 
defense, but last season he was way too 
vocal and started pointing fingers at the 
offense. After playing ata Pro Bow! level 
early in the season, he saw his play slip 
because of injuries. He still had a team- 
best 124 stops and nine sacks, but he did 
not make many big plays down the stretch. 
Armstead has great speed and very good 
instincts. Barrow, Armstead’s former 
Miami (Fla.) teammate, comes over from 


the Panthers. Barrow may be a step slower 
than Armstead, but he is more mature with 
similar instincts and good range. He can 
play in the middle or outside. Holdover 
MLB Corey Widmer is a two-down, big, 
smart, run-stuffer type who is really limit- 
ed in coverage. Pete Monty may be a more 
complete player in the middle, but he is not 
as powerful against the run. SLB Ryan 
Phillips had a very, very quiet year play- 
ing over the tight end. He does his 
job, but that’s it. Rookie Brandon 
Short has great size and can play 
either in the middle or on the 
strong side. He was convinced that he 
was a top-15 pick, but he lasted until 
Round Four and is now an angry camper 
with-something to prove. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS = In °97, CB Jason 


Sehorn was a coming star. He had rare 
size, terrific hands, excellent athletic abili- 
ty and good speed. He showed signs of 
becoming an elite, shutdown corner. Then, 
in ‘98, he blew out his knee returning a 
kickoff in a preseason game. Instead of 
rehabbing for football, he came back in °99 
at a pumped-up 225 pounds looking as 
though he had trained for a Mr. America 
contest back home in California (not in 
New Jersey, where the Giants wanted to 
see him daily), and he had one injury after 
another. Conrad Hamilton, who missed 
more time with injuries in °99 than Sehorn 
did but played well after replacing Sehorn 
in °98, is slated to be the other corner, but 
the Giants were still not sure about his 
health heading into training camp. Dave 
Thomas, a big, physical corner who lost 


GRADE 


his starting job in Jacksonville, signed on 
and could even wind up starting. He can 
play bump-and-run, but backed-off, man- 
on-man coverage is not his strong suit. 
Andre Weathers also could figure in if he 
can come back from a major knee injury 
suffered late Jast season. Sam Garnes plays 
the run about as well as any strong safety 
in the game and is like an extra linebacker. 
He lacks speed and great range in coverage 
but has gotten better. Shaun Williams, a 
former first-round pick, will be the free 
safety now that Perey Ellsworth has gone 
to Cleveland. Williams is much faster and 
is a much better hitter and tackler than 
Ellsworth, but he does not make near- 
ly as many plays on the ball and 
has a tendency to go for the hit 
instead of for the ball. What peo- 
ple often overlooked about the ball- 
hawking Ellsworth was that he often 
gambled and left the Giants’ cornerbacks 
exposed because he was out of position. 


Getting Brad Dalusio back from a knee 
injury will really help the kickoff-coverage 
units. He’s a great kickoff man and a pret- 
ty good placekicker with 55-yard range. P 
Brad Maynard looked as though he’d come 
into his own in '98 but was very erratic 

again last season. Barber, Toomer and 
— Bashir Levingston are the best 
» returners on the roster. Lev- 


© ingston, a fill-in receiver and 
defensive back, needs to earn his 
keep as a return man, Dixon, with his 
4.4 speed and make-you-miss moves, 
could replace Levingston in the equation. 


cee rds | 
Rushing yards | 
Passing yards 
Rushing plays 
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Sacks allowed 


Had intercepted 


Fumbles lost 


Yards penalized | 


Punts 


Time of poss.__| 
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Rushing yards Ais 
Passing yards 


Rushing plays _| 


Sacks allowed 
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Had intercepted 


Fumbies lost 


Yards penalized | 


Punts 
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5 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS * 


Bennett 


Bee a 


Brown 


Coflins 


Graham 
L. Johnson 


710-0} 361] 541-0 330-0 


i 
27-0) 1-10! 3-10-0 
| 


18-36-0 | 14-31-11 | 5-36-0 | 


Montgomery 


14-28-14 


j2410| 1955-0 
1 1 


| 216-2) 173-1 


) 99-25-1 
239-2 


190-331-11 
2318-8 
160-271-9 
1697-9 


24-37-2] 31-51-17 | 
| “a7aa| 297-4! 
} 


40, 5-46-1] 260 


4 


4-7-0 


1-(-7)-0 66-609-2 


160! 130 


1-2-0 


8-90-0 | - 8-56-0 11090 


2-4-0 9-55-0 


4-47-0 $-64-1 | 


1-26-0 


+ 


3-17-0 


6-121-0 6-62-0 | 72-996-3 


2-63-1 


412-0 | 


318-4 


2-16-0 


5-51-1 5-62-0 
— [sea | 


2-20-0 
| 


5-69-0 547-0 


4-46-0/ 541-0) 2160| 3-214 


3-30-0 
1-3-0 


Toomer 436-0] 5-1050! 7-69-0| 8-123-0/ 


544-0] 359-1 | 


221-0 | 116-0] 114-0 
687-0| 6161d| S051| 8-1620| 9-:99-0| 235-0 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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TEAM DIRECTORY 


LS 7 
New York Giants ee No. Name POS. _HT._WT. EXP. COLLEGE 
Giants Stadium = 45 Aikens, Brian FB 6-1-2451 Oklahoma State 
Soy ep i a ae © 80 Alford, Brian WR 6-4 190 3 Purdue 
| Ojficial Website: www.giants.com - 98 Armstead, Jessie LB 6-1 240 8 Miami (Fla.) 
Stadium: Giants Stadium mw 21 Barber, Tiki RB 5-10 200 4 Virginia 
| Heelan Sel = 58 Barrow, Micheal LB 6-2 236 8 Miami (Fla.) 
, ESAs ace © 44 Bennett, Sean RB 6-1 230 +2 ‘Northwestern 
Jim Fassel 1999 record: 7-9; Third in NFC East “ 67 Bober, Chris oT 65317 7A Nebraska-Omaha 
President-co-CEO: Wellington T. Mara; Chairman-co-CEO: Preston Robert Tisch; V.P.- = 76 Brown, Lomas _OT 6-4 290 16 Florida 
general manager: Emie Accorsi; Asst. general manager: Rick Donahue; V.P. player = 22 Brown, Ralph cB 5-10 180 R Nebraska 
have dl eames of player personnel: Marv Sunderland; Director of 3 6 Burke, Bill OB 6-5 200 A Michigan State 
Head coach: Jim Fassel - 89 Campbell, Dan TE 6-5 265 2 Texas A&M 
Assistant coaches: Dave Brazil, defensive quality control, John Dunn, strength and con- ™ 18 Cherry, Mike QB 6-3 225 4 Murray State 
ditioning, John Fox, defensive coordinator, Mike Gillhamer, offensive 4 ene aw 8 57 Childress, O.J. LB 6-1 245 2 Clemson 
cen on Lay Mae pec eas Demy Marin. ene ine. Meal & 5 Cols, Kary QB 65 _250__6 Pern Stale 
Pope, tight ends; Jimmy Robinson, wide receivers; Jim Skipper, asst, head coach; Craig & 34 Comella, Greg FB 6-1 240 3 Stanford 
Stoddard, asst, strength and conditioning. “ 95 Cousins, Jomo DE 6-5 285 1 Florida A&M 
— — re ’ RE m= 87 Cross, Howard TE 6-5 285 12 Alabama 
z PROJECTED DEPTH CHART | ® 3 Daluiso, Brad PK 62 180 10 UCLA 
a 27 0202 Ron RB 5-10 258 A Wisconsin 
WR 81 TOOMER 84 Jurevicius 86 Dixon* a 86 Dixon, Ron WR 6-0 178 R_Lambuth (Tenn.) 
OLT 761. BROWN 62 G. Parker s 73 Elisara, Pita OT 6-4 287  R Indiana —— 
OLG 626. PARKER 78 Rosenthal = 74 Ellis, Lavell DE 6-4 265 1 KentState 0/0 
C 52 ZEIGLER 69 Engler - 69 Engler, Derek Cc 6-5 300 4 Wisconsin 10/4 
ORG 65 STONE 78 Rosenthal - 71 Ferrara, Frank DE 6-3. 273 R Rhode Island 
ORT 77 PENITGOUT 62 G. Parker = 20 Garnes, Sam Ss 6-3 225 4 Cincinnati 16/16 
= 417 Garrett, Jason QB 6-2 198 8 Princeton 5/2 
= 63 Goff. Jim OT 64 293 A Lalayette 
WR 68 HILLIARD 80 Alford s 97 Griffin, Cornelius OT 6-3 289 RA Alabama 
QB SCOUINS  i7Garett__18Chery | _|-_—=FS_s “9 Hale, Ryan DT 64 300 2 Arkansas 9/0 
_RB 27 DAYNE* _33 Montgomery 21 Barber__44 Bennett __ = 41 Hamilton, Conrad CB 5-10 195 5 E.New Mexico 3/2 
FB 34 COMELLA = 44 Bennett = 75 Hamilton, Keith DT 6-6 300 9 Pittsburgh 16/16 
Cs 8 72 Hansen, Carl DT 6-5 285 2 Stanford o/0 
DLE 92 STRAHAN 97 Griffin* 71 Ferrara® a 88 Hilliard, lke WR 5-11 195 4 Florida 16/16 
DLT 99 PETER 97 Griffin*® - 94 Jones, Cedric DE 6-4 275 5 Oklahoma 16/16 
DRT 75 HAMMTON 72 Hansen = 55 Jones, Dhani LB 6-1 237 FR Michigan 
DRE 94 6. JONES 79 Parker* = 84 Jurevicius, Joe WR 6-5 230 3 Penn State 16/4 
LLB 91 PHILLIPS 53 Short* = 39 Keck, Tinker Ss 6-1 217 FR Cincinnati 
Mt iina=-—. 2c). . =... aa a.m tosteman) Scott OG 6-3 310 R Syracuse 
re ee | 24 Levingston, Bashir cB 5-9 180 2 E.Washington 12/0 
soit) Med © 38 Lewis, Fred CB 5-10 192 R Louisiana Tech 
che hae ee Hwa ene eileen aed P 6&1 190 4 BallState 16/0 
_RCB ATHAMITON 23Thomas _24 Levingston _28 Stephens. — 26 McDaniel, Emmanuel CB 5-9 190 3 East Carolina 7/2 
SS_20 GARNES 37 West ™ "25 Mitchell, Cordell AB 6-0 196 A Penn State 
FS 36 WILUAMS = 39 Keck" = 83 Mitchell, Pete TE 6-2 245 6 Boston College 15/6 
| SPERUSTS 2-9 a | 2 33 Montgomery, Joe RB ‘5-10 230 2 Ohio State 7/5 
P 9 MAYNARD = 51 Monty, Pete LB 6-2 250 4 Wisconsin 16/3 
PK 3 DALUISO ; 64 Nori, Mark OG 6-4 293 2 Boston College 0/0 
H 9 MAYNARD _ & 62 Parker, Glenn OG 6-5 313 10 Arizona 12/44 
PR 21 BARBER 81 Toomer 24 Levingston - 99 Peter, Christian OT 6-3 300 4 Nebraska 16/10 
KR 21.BARBER 24 Levingston . 77 Petitgout. Luke OT 6-6 315 2 Notre Dame 15/8 
KC 66 WHITTLE 63 Goff 83 Mitchell «= _91 Phillips, Ryan LB 6-4 252 4 Idaho 16/16 
z = 70 Pittman, Cedric DE 6-4 260 FR Nevada-Reno 
Rookie = 78 Rosenthal, Mike OG 67 315 2 Notre Dame 97 
= 31 Sehorn, Jason CB. 62 210 7 USC 10/10 
| SCHED = 29 Settles, Tawambi S| 6-2 191 1 Duke 0/0 
All times Eastern ~ 53 Short, Brandon LB 6-3 252 FA Penn State 
DATE OPPONENT TIME TTT & 28 Stephens, Reggie CB 5-9 194 1 Rutgers 1/0 
Sept.3__ Arizona 1p.m. Sept. 12_ At Tampa Bay (+6) 1743 & 65 Stone, Ron OG 6-5 320 8 Boston College 16/16 
Sept. 10_at Philadelphia tip. |, Sept. 19" Washington (2) 21-50 ™ 92 Strahan, Michael DE 6-5 275 6 Texas Southern 16/16 
Sept. 17 at Chicago 4:15pm. | Sept.26 AtNewEngland (+6) 14-16 & “54 Strickland, Vernon LB 6-3 249 1 Georgia Tech 0/0 
Sept. 24 Washington Bete rid | | USS SRTacepnia (9.5) 1615 3 33 Thomas, Dave. CB 63 217 8 Tennessee 15/0 
Oct.1__at Tennesses aaa fe (+25) 3-14 “35 Thomas, Mark TE 64 252 2 NorthCarolinaState 2/0 
Oct.8 at Atlanta 4:05 p.m. ott i rales me ~ ae = “81 Toomer, Amani WR 6-3 202 5 Michigan 16/16 
Oct.15 Dallas 1pm. rai Weiadaehia EOE ~ 19 Tucker, Anthony WR 6-0 180 1 Fresno State 0/0 
Oct.22 Open Ney BYE a 15 Watkins, Jeremy WR 5-11. 175 R Montana 
Oct.29 Philadelphia 4:05 p.m. Nov. 14. Indianapolis @3) 1927 © 35 Weathers, Andre CB 6-0 190 2 Michigan 9/0 
Nov. 5 ate 1 p.m. Nov.21 At Washington (5) 13:23 = 37 West, Lyle s 6-0 212 2 San Jose State 6/0 
Nov. 12_ St. Louis 4:15 p.m. | iioy.28 Arizona (6) 24-34 % _66 Whittle, Jason OG 6-4 300 3 SWMissouriState 16/1 
Nov. 19 Detroit 1 p.m. Dec.5 New York Jets (3) 41-28 & 90 Widmer, Corey LB 6-3 255 9 Montana State 15/13 
Nov, 26 at Arizona 8:20 p.m. Dec. 12 At Buffalo (#8) 19-17 . 96 Williams, George DT 6-3 298 3 NorthCarolina State 16/0 
Dec.3 at Washington 1 p.m. Dec.19 At St. Louis (+10) 10-31 =» 36 Williams, Shaun Ss 6-2 215 3 UCLA 11/0 
Dec.10 Pittsburgh 1pm. Dec. 26 Minnesota (42,5) 17-34 ~ 49 Young, Adam TE 6-4 259 1 Dartmouth 0/0 
Dec, 17 at Dallas 8:20 p.m. Jan.2 At Dallas (+6.5) 18-26 © 52 Zeigler, Dusty Cc 6-5 298 5 Notre Dame 15/15 
Dec. 23 Jacksonville 12:30 p.m. * Overtime = 74 Ziemann, Chris OT 6-7 283 FR Michigan 


Www. profootbaliweekly.com 


SCOUTING REPORT 


) the Eagles’ head coach, a team that 


playoffs in his first two seasons showed 
what years of awful drafts and poor 
»} free-agent decisions, having the wrong 
or too many people 
making decisions 
=) and substandard 
ey % Ww facilities can do to 
an NFL team. By the 
time owner Jeffrey Lurie lured person- 
nel guru Tom Modrak away from the 


had overachieved greatly to make the 


and replaced almost everyone in his 
front office. Lurie had made the kinds 
of mistakes one would expect from an 
owner who had the knowledge of a 
superfan but not of a veteran scout, 
and who did not have the type of oper- 
ating budget most of his competitors 
had because he was poor by NFL own- 
ers’ standards and had a horrible stadi- 
um situation and lease. 

Under Modrak, the Eagles have rea- 
son for hope. Andy Reid was hired as 
coach last year and made a huge dif- 


were 5-11 but lost four games by a total 
of nine points, plus two more in over- 
time. The team’s top pick in ’99 was QB 
Donovan McNabb, who, barring injury, 
will be the team’s best signalcaller since 
Randall Cunningham was MVP. Unlike 
Cunningham, McNabb is a great team 
guy with natural leadership qualities, 

not a selfish, “me-first” player. 


Offense 

Despite the additions of Reid, an offen- 
sive guru, and McNabb, the Eagles still 
averaged only 239.4 yards per game in ’99, 


PHOTO BY MICHAEL MONTES 
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Steelers, the owner had already hired & ference. In his first season, the Eagles 


They did get better once McNabb got his 
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feet wet and the offensive line started to 
come together, This is the year Reid hopes 
to make major strides on offense by 
upgrading at wide receiver and on the line 
and by getting a lot more out of McNabb, 
who had a tough time going from college 
sprint-draw-option quarterback to a pro- 
Style passer in a West Coast type of 
offense. 


QUARTERBACKS = The biggest reasons 
McNabb can be special are that he is a spe- 
cial person who teammates seem to rally 
behind, a great competitor and a great ath- 
lete, He can beat you with his arm, his feet 
or his heart, but he needs to master the sys- 
tem and improve his drop-back passing 
skills. He will make plays with his athleti- 
cism and arm that evoke memories of Cun- 
ningham and John Elway, but he is still an 
erratic passer who needs a lot of work on 
his drop-back techniques and on reading 
defenses, Reid brought McNabb along 
slowly last year, but the rookie started the 
second half of the season when healthy and 
showed progress. Koy Detmer, a super- 
smart coach’s son, is a very dedicated and 
heady player with a small body and weak 

arm by NFL standards. With his 

instincts and knack for avoiding 

sacks, Detmer can be a 

respectable backup. Doug Peder- 

son came to Philadelphia along 

with Reid, his Packers QB coach, 

because he knew the system, was a team 

player and was willing to endure the beat- 

ing and barbs until McNabb was deemed 

ready to play. Pederson is obviously not a 
Starter, but he can still contribute. 


RUNNING BACKS = Duce Staley was 
clearly the Eagles’ offensive MVP in ‘99, 
rushing for 1,273 yards and catching 41 
passes. Staley is a strong, aggressive run- 
ner with excellent vision and balance who 
runs with great determination and good 
power. He breaks an inordinate number of 
tackles and gets much of his yardage after 
contact. Staley has shown he can take a 
licking and keep on ticking and is a work- 
horse runner. The one knock on him is that 
he is not a home-run hitter. Last season 
Staley touched the ball 366 times, and his 
longest play covered 29 yards. FB Cecil 
Martin is a pretty good blocker who has 
good hands but looks awkward catching 
the ball at times because he is stiff and 
does not adjust quickly, He is basically a 
straight-line player and runner who is not 
going to scare anyone with his his running 
ability. Ex-Dolphin Stanley Pritchett, who 

played with Staley at South Carolina, is a 
FB/one-back/H-back/RB combina- 
tion. He is a very gifted receiver 

who has some running skills, 
and he has become a respectable 
blocker as a pro. Eric Bieniemy can 
fill in at running back but earns his liv- 
ing on special teams. He also is a leader. 


RECEIVERS =» When the Eagles signed 
Charles Johnson and Torrance Small as 
free agents last offseason, they added solid 
No. 2 and No. 3 receivers but were still 


without a No. 1 guy. Johnson has good 


Future of franchise rides on McNabb's 
development. He'll start from Day One: 


Mayberry is the starter heading into train- 
ing camp, but the Eagles hope second-round 
pick Williams can put up a challenge. 


MeNabb, Andy Reid and Tom Modrak equal 
Brett Favre-Mike Holmgren-Ron Wolf trio. 


Team struggles and owner Jeffrey Lurie 
loses patience, stopping team’s progress. 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


LS-TE Mike Bartrum, LB Dan Branden- 
burg, LB Carlos Emmons, DT Paul Grasman- 
is, FB Stanley Pritchett, OT Jon Runyan, TE 
Jeff Thomason 


TE Jamie Asher, C Steve Everitt, PK Norm 
Johnson, DT Steve Martin, LB William 
Thomas 


AO/PK PLAYER. 
1/6 _DT Corey Simon Florida State 

_2/36 WR Todd Pinkston So. Mississippi 

2/61 OG Bobby Williams Arkansas 

4/99 WR Gari Scott Mi | State 
6/171 AB Thomas Hamner Minnesota 
6/178 DE John Fran! Utah 
6/192 C John Romero California 


speed, good hands, some run-after-the- 
catch ability and is a tough blocker with a 
tremendous work ethic. He is a very posi- 
tive leader who missed the end of Jast sea- 
son with a knee injury. Small is a big, 
physical receiver who is sort of a hot-and- 
cold catcher. He led the team with 49 
catches in '99. As a rookie, Na Brown dis- 
played the sweetest pair of hands the peo- 
ple in Philadelphia have seen since Larry 
Bowa was playing shortstop for the 
Phillies. Speedy, acrobatic Todd 
Pinkston is a first-round player 

=> who lasted until Round Two 
because he is as thin as a twig, but 

in college he was as durable as a 
bamboo pole, TE Luther Broughton is a 
pass-catching H-back type who has speed 
and run-after-the-catch ability but will 


GRADE 


drop some. Former Packer Jeff Thomason 
is a journeyman who knows the ins and 
outs of Reid’s offense. Brigham Young 
product Chad Lewis is much more of a 
receiver than a blocker. Jed Weaver started 
much of last year but is just average across 
the board. 


OFFENSIVE LINE « The Eagles made Jon 
Runyan the best-paid right tackle in foot- 
ball, and he should fill their biggest need. 
Many scouts felt he was the best right tack- 
le in football the past two seasons, even 
though he lacks quick feet. Runyan is so 
huge and uses his long arms so well that 
getting around him can seem like trying to 
circle the globe. And he gets good fits in 
the running game. OLT Tra Thomas 
looked like a future Pro Bowl player as a 
rookie in '98 but then reported to camp last 
summer fat and out of shape and looked 
sluggish for the first half of the season, But 
after that, he started to build on his rookie 
year, Thomas is even bigger than Runyan 
and has quick feet. Doug Brzezinski start- 
ed every game of his rookie season at left 
guard and impressed with his steady play, 
poise and feel for the game. Since veteran 
Steve Everitt was cut, Bubba Miller will 
get every chance to start in the pivot. The 
Eagles want Jermane Mayberry, a Rhodes 
first-round pick in °96, or rookie Bobby 
Williams to start at right guard. Mayberry 
is a smart young man with all the physical 
tools, but he has been a semi-bust to date 
because he is too nice, gets hurt too often 
and has been moved from position to posi- 
tion too frequently. Williams is a mas- 
sive, athletic player whose work 
ethic was questioned in the past, 

but he really matured a Jot as a 
senior, As a rookie, John Welbourn 
won the starting ORT spot but then 
suffered a season-ending knee injury in 
the opener. If healthy, he can be a good 
swing man. 


Defense 


Last year the Eagles were hit very hard 
with injuries in this area, with their defen- 
sive line suffering the most. But under new 
coordinator Jim Johnson (no, not the for- 
mer Dolphins head coach), the aggressive 
defense picked off 28 passes and had 46 
takeaways after notching just 17 the season 
before under Rhodes. 


DEFENSIVE LINE » Hugh Douglas is one 
of the best outside speed rushers in the 
game, but he missed almost all of last sea- 
son with two different injuries. First, he 
hurt his knee, and then he tore a biceps ten- 
don, and that ended his season. If he can 
stay healthy, Douglas is capable of getting 
a sack a game. Al Wallace, a situational 
rusher who, like Douglas, has 4.6 speed, 
missed the entire season with an ankle 
injury. Those two injuries forced the team 
to overuse Mike Mamula, whom they 
wanted to play on about half the downs. 
But Mamula responded by having his best 
year and recording a team-best 8'/ sacks. 
Mamula will never live up to the expecta- 
tions Rhodes had when he made him the 
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seventh overall pick in the °95 draft, but 
last season Mamula went from bust to con- 
tributing player. DLE Greg Jefferson is a 
high-motor, effort guy who will not give 
you much of a pass rush but will give an 
honest day’s work. DT Hollis Thomas can 
be a real force against the run if he keeps 
his weight under control and develops a 
better feel for reading blocks. Brandon 

Whiting is a pretty good pass rusher with 
the knack and feel that Thomas may 

lack, but he is a lightweight in 
% terms of size against the run. 

Rookie Corey Simon has been 
called Warren Sapp with laryngitis. 
Simon is as quick as a cat and as strong 
as a bull and is an intense competitor who 
can be a difference-maker. But even Sapp 
struggled as a rookie. 


LINEBACKERS « After looking like a total 
bust as a rookie, Jeremiah Trotter blos- 
somed into one of the best inside ‘backers 
in football last season, as he was in on 202 
tackles and merited Pro Bowl considera- 
tion, Trotter has great size and speed, and 
the light seemed to go on for him in "99. 
Barry Gardner, drafted in the second round 
as an MLB in "99 because the Eagles could 
not count on Trotter, was so good that he 
pushed Trotter all year. To get Gard- 
ner on the field, the coaches 
2% moved him to outside “backer 

later in the season. He will proba- 
bly play on the weak side this season, 
even though he is best suited for the 
middle. Ex-Steeler Carlos Emmons will 
give the team size, pass-rush ability and 
athleticism on the strong side. James Dar- 


ling, who is most comfortable in the mid- 
dle, can be a respectable player on either 
the weak or strong side. Mike Caldwell is 
a pretty good pass defender who can help 
in nickel packages and on special teams, 
while Ike Reese is an edge pass rusher and 
a special-teamer. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS » LCB Troy Vincent 
finally played up to his great ability last 
year and was one of the four best corner- 
backs in football. Vincent has size, speed, 
cover skills and takes pride in his run 
defense. Injuries hobbled Bobby Taylor on 
the other side and forced him to miss a 
number of games, When healthy, Taylor 
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uses his size and long arms to compensate 
for being a long strider with average feet 
for a cornerback. But he is not as aggres- 
sive as he should be. Al Harris is an excel- 
lent third corner when he is playing bump- 
and-run, but he will struggle in the zone at 
times. Brian Dawkins probably played as 
well as any free safety in football last sea- 
son. He has CB speed and cover skills and 
is a big hitter who started to see the big 
picture. Tim Hauck, the starting strong 
safety in 99, is not big, fast or talented 
enough, but he survived on smarts 
and toughness. The Eagles want 

== Damon Moore to replace Hauck, 
but as a rookie, Moore’s immaturi- 

ty and inconsistency really hurt him. 
Rashard Cook, another ‘99 rookie, 
showed some promise late in the year but 
may be a little slower than you would like. 


Special teams 

David Akers, who kicked off and han- 
dled the long field goals in ’99, will replace 
40-year-old Norm Johnson if he can 
become fairly consistent from inside 40 
yards. Johnson was released. P Sean Lan- 
deta is almost as old as Johnson, but he still 
has a strong leg and, despite not being a 
good directional punter, is OK. While Allen 
Rossum has been a disappointment at 
cornerback, he has contributed as 
both a kickoff and punt returner. 
He has sprinter’s speed. Kick 
coverage was OK in '99, and there 
were none of the huge breakdowns 
that frequently occurred when Rhodes 

and Rich Kotite coached the team. 


im 
| = WK] WK2| WK3 WK7| _WK8| _WK9 WK12] WK1S| WK14| WKiS| WK17] TOTALS 
| OPPONENT ARIZ. T.B.| BUFF. MIA. | _W.Y.G.|_CAR. | WASH. IND. | WASH. DAL.) ONE.| STL. 
} Scoe «| _—s24-25| 5-19] 0-26 13-16 | 17-23 7-33 | 35-28 | 17-44 | 17-20 10-20| 24-9] 38-31 = 
‘ Total nétyards |" _205 150| ‘169 182 360 212 [238 | 295 207, 3830 
Vr [Rushing yards | 138| 84 | al Bs] o4[ 143 146 | 95 | 114] 51 | 1746 
Passing yards _| 67 66 147 90 139 217{ 89 248 81 38 118] 156 148 | 143 161] +156 2084 
Rushing plays 26 20 | 12 26 27 26 22 31 23 42 20 ze] a7 | 37 23 424 | 
Sacks allowed | _4|_ Sr. 5 2 1 4 3| 1 SST 4 2 =I 2D 3 49 
[Had intercepted | 2 1] 0 2 0 1 2 1 0 2t ol 1] ap 2 18 
Fumbles lost 2 O 2{_ if Q 2 1 iB N= 4 1 3 0 1] ral 1 0 21 
Yards penalized 54 35 9 | 93 1 7 64 63 
Punts 7 7 5 7 5 | 
Tima of poss. 34:51 | 3250] 97:22] 35:05 5 22:04 | 34:05] 32:52] 33:01 31:29 
Total not yards | 344] 220/377 | 361 352 i Bi | 424 2a7{ 337] 350] 440] 5462] 
Rushing yards _| 78 156 191 128 130 113 149 s2|___ 111] '130/ ~——200| 94 | B4| 112) 62 201 2001 
Passing yards 266 6s| 186 233 170| 239 134 207 270 294 255 218 i 225, 288 239 3461 
eee) | Rushing plays _ 36 44 40 38 32 29 39 25 38 | 27 36 32 19 31 t 27} 26 519 
ml | Sacks allowed 1 2 1] 2 1 4) Ase S 2] 4t 1 0 1] 1 6 5| 37 
Seal} | Had intercepted 3 2] +) 3 1 ey 1 0 0 3 1] 1/ 1 a 4 4 28 
‘Fumbles lost| 1 “ol 0 2/ 1 0} 1] 0 0 3 2| oa] 1/ 1] 3 3 18 | 
Yards ponalized | 40 | 55 20 | 51 65 85 | 54 | 40 | 74{ 44/ | 24 5| 55 | 15 54 | ng 
SH | Punts 5 5 4 3 6 6] 4 8 3 2 4] 3 4] al 6 4 73 
a $s 
S| Bieniomy | 527-1] 1-30] 1-280] 250 [312-0] 12-75-41 
me} | McNabb | -700| 1-13-0 g210| 9-490] 3-190! 8-710) 9-67-0/ _3-24-0 { 57-0| _ 47-313-0 
mie | Pederson |__ 221-0 | 160] 230) 4(9)0 24-2)-0 | 320-0] 260] 1-(-1)-0|_ a3 77] Ss [T2(-13)-0 | 20-33-0 
me | Staloy [2ii | 10-6-0 | 21-62-0 | 22-110-0 | 23-101-0 | _19-73-0 | 26-97-1 | 17-140-1 | 28-122-1 | 16-78-0| 19-44-0| 25-720| 18-78-0| 29-93-0| 18-44-0 | 325-1273-4 
Se} | Tumer 3-6-0 27-0[ = | Ss 6-15-0 
= PASSING ** “| f 
Deter ] | if 10-29-2 10-292 Q 
— i i =H | | 181-3 | 181-3 ‘a 
| McNabb 411-0; &110| 37-0 T ™| | +20] S201] 8210 19-362 | 16-26-0[19-31-1 | 7-171 15-322] 106-216-7 3) 
| 26-0 34-0| 38-0 0-0] 68-0 600) 165-1) 172-2) 157-2 49-0 179-3 948-8 ‘a 
Pederson 12-26-2| 12-191 | 1426-0| 615-2] 11-20-1| 22-08-0| 1325-1] 18282] 3-9-0 812-0 149-227-9 iS 
i 9v2| 100-0! 137-0) 750] 1454| 2282] 106-0| 256-1 28-0 L | | _108-1 1276-7 tl} 
| RECEIVING a= 
| Broughton 3204] 2190] 3520] 1-320] 141-0] 248-1 28-0| 160] 1-20] 4650] 3382) 150] 1-40] [1-6-0] 26-205-4 a 
[C.Johnson | 3-24-0| 3-080] 4450] 3-380) 264-1| 4300] 4590| 8840| 3320] ee meet =a} i [344144 = 
| [caarin SSRs | 24-0 il | [aay 390] So) 6307 13-0] 7-90 a220] | by 
|_D. Douglas 3-15-0 1-8-0 | | } | 4-9-0} 3-47-1 8-79-1 hey 
[Yells 2-9-0 | Ip | 4-43-0 269-1 | 18-0] 1-60 liz 2:29-0| _1-44-1 10-180-2 -) 
Ter aed See aces fe 112-0 200/ 2150] 4290] 3371! 360-0] 3260| 18-188-1 Ly 
[Small 4-120] 245-0] 3-48-0| 6-50-0| 4-10-0| 41194 | 499-0 |" 430-0] 6-500) 2050] S240] 454-0) 3622] 6-061 | 49-655-4 
Staley g194| 2220] 419-0] 419-0| 4-37-0| 24-0] 3300/2410] ito] 217-0) 4390/5420) 3-11-0 2-144 | 41-294-2 & 
Weaver 2-22-01 1-9-0 13-0] 111-0] 427-0 18-0/ 1-11-0| [ 11-91-0 & 
ef * Doesn't include all players, ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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Philadelphia Eagles 


Veterans Stadium 


3501 South Broad Street | 
*| Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19148 - pee SP ariel, 2 Nonhweetert 
t| 215/463-2500 ye _64 Barr, Robert 2 Rutgers 
\| Official Internet Website: www.eaglesnet.com = 46 Bartrum, Mike TE-LS 6-4 245 7 Marshall 
Stadium: Veterans Stadium - 75 Blackman, Jon OT 6-6 290 1 Purdue 
i SUNT nesta halrstinl = 32 aa, Jason CB. 5-9 181 1 Georgia Tech 1/0 
dhe m= _55 Brandenburg, Dan LB 6-2 255 4 Indiana State 14/0 
Andy Feld 1999 record: 5-11; Fifth in NFC East = 6B fae : Bio a Vig el 
Owner-CEO: Jeffrey Lurie; Executive vice president: Joe Banner = FA Broughton, Luther 7 a Ee 163 
Paces SS NCAA Chere), Am MACHER 5 2 Sane nae = =a ae 5 ere oe sind 
Sata Oe Personnel: Mike McCartney = 74" Brzezinski, Doug OG 6-4 305 2 Boston Collage 16/6 
Assistant coaches: Tommy Brasher, defensive line; Juan Castillo, offensive line; Brad 4 Bb: Caktvell ike ie a AE Wadia Tennessee Shae 
Childress, quarterbacks; David Culley, wide receivers; Rod Dowhower, offensive coordina- = -68 Chung, Eugene C-OG 65 320 6 Virginia Tech 0/0 
tor; Leslie Frazier, defensive backs; John Harbaugh, special teams; Jim Johnson, defen- & 42 Cook, Rashard s 5-11 197 2 USC 13/0 
sive coordinator, Tom Melvin, offensive asst./quality control, Ron Rivera, linebackers; Pat @ _57 Darling, James LB 6-0 250 4 Washington State _ 15/10 
Shurmur, tight ends/offensive line; Steve Spagnuolo, defensive asst./quality controt, Ted = 93 Davis, Pernell DT 6-2. 320 2 Alabama-Birmingham 2/0 
Williams, running backs, Mike Woll, strength and conditioning. @ 20 Dawkins, Brian FS 5-11 200 5 Clemson 16/16 
§ 10 Detmer, Koy QB 6-1 +195 4 Colorado i 
| ™ 82 Douglas,Dameane WR 6-0 195 2 California 14/0 
§ _53 Douglas, Hugh DE 6-2 280 6 Central(Ohio) State 5/2 
A = ® 26 Edwards, Eric CB 5-11. 180 1 Oregon 0/0 
WR BO SMALL ___17'Pinkston” _16 Scott? _82 Douglas ___ & “51 Emmons, Carlos LB 6-5 250 5 aieruad State 16/16 
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94 Gregg, Kelly OT 6-0 285 1 Oklahoma 3/0 
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sere i 81 Johnson, Charles WR 6-0 200 7 Colorado 1/11 
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ett iair nes Yara a a in, Ceci isconsin 
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_DRE 79 JEFFERSON 59 Mamula m 5 McNabb, Donovan OB 6-2 226 2 Syracuse 12/6 
LLB 52 GARDNER —_ 57 Darling & _1 Menendez, Rondell WR 5-9 183 1 Eastern Kentucky 0/0 
“MLB 54 4 TROTTER 52 Gardner = 65 Miller, Bubba Ce} 6-1 305 5 Tennessee 14/0 
_RLB 5 51 | EMMONS 56 Caldwell 58 Reese s 43 Moore, Damon SS 5-11 215 2 Ohio State 16/1 
ie 7 8 Nelson, Raki WR 5-11 185 R Notre Dame 
LOB 28 VINGENT 31 Harts m _77 Palelei, Lonnie OG 63 310 7 UNLV 16/12 
ACB 21 TAYLOR 25 Rossum & “44 Pederson, Doug QB 6-3 216 8 Louisiana-Monroe 16/9 
SS 43 MOORE 42 Cook = 17 Pinkston, Todd WR 6-2 170 FA Southern Mississippi 
FS 20 DAWKINS 42 Cook § 17 Pow 11 Powlus, Ron QB 6-1 225 1 Notre Dame 0/0 . 
mm 80 Pichelt, Stanley FB 6-1 240 _ 8 South Carolina pe 
w 41 Reader, Jamie FB 5-11 238 1 Akron 0/0 
PT AmeTA & "58 Reese, ike LB 6-2 222 3 Michigan State 16/0 
PK 2 AKERS | = _63 Romero, John c 6-3. 326 A California 
__H 14 PEDERSON 10 Detmer = 73 Ross, Oliver oT 6-4 310 3 lowa State 0/0 
PR 16 SCOTT* 25 Rossum - 25 Rossum, Allen CB-KR 5-8 178 3 oe Dame nee 
KR 9B Ri . @ _89 Runyan, Jon OT 6-7 330 5 Michigan 16/16 
ahh ae See uae ® 67 Schau, Ryan OT-OG 6-6 300 2 Illinois 1/0 
KC 46 BARTRUM 83 Thomason = "16 Scott, Gari WR 6-0 191 Ri Michigan State 
* Rookie = _90 Simon, Corey OT 6-2 293 fF Florida State 
m _80 Small, Torrance WR 6-3 209 9 Alcorn State 15/15. 
j )) ® 19 Smith, Tr WR 6-2 (193 2 _East Carolina 1/0 
2000 SCHEDU i999 RESUI TS = 39 Southern; AOA FB 5-11 239 RR Virginia 
All times Eastern Pointspread refers to Philadelphia 7 22 Staley, Duce AB 5-11 220 4 South Carolina 16/16 
DATES _ OPPONENT TIME ® 47 Stockbauer, Marc LB 6-3 235 R_ Stanford 
Sept.3 at Dallas 4:05 p.m. Sept. 12 Arizona (+3) 24-25 - 49 Stocz, Eric TE 64 255 3 Westminster (Pa.) o/0 
Sept. 10_ N.Y. Giants ip.m. | Sept. 19 Tampa Bay (+7) 5-19 @ 28 Tate, Mark cB 6-0 190 1 Penn State 0/0 
Sept.17 at Green Bay 1 p.m. Sept. 26 At Buffalo (+12) 0-26 @ 21 Taylor, Bo! CB 6-3 216 6 Notre Dame 15/14 
Sept. 24 at New Orleans 1pm, Oct.3 __At New York Giants (+9.5) 15-16 78 Thomas, Hollis OT 6-0 306 5 Northern Illinois 16/16 
Oct1 Atlanta B20pm, | Oct10 Dallas (+10) 13-10 - 72 Thomas, Tra OT 6-7 349 3 Florida State 16/15 
Oct a = Washingion| = SABE Oct.17 At Chicago (+6) 20-16 jg 83 Thomason, Jeff TE 6-5 255 8 Oregon 14/2 
Oeeie: Lat Ae 415 pm. Oct.24 At Miami (49) 18-16 | 13 Thurmon, Elijah WR 6-3 206 R_ Howard 
ses Oct.31 NewYork Giants (+2.5) 17-23" m _54 Trotter, Jeremiah LB 6-0 261 3 _ Stephen F. Austin 16/16 
rey Ee ENICAgS. 1PM. | Nov? AtCarolina (+45) 7-39 ™ 86 Van Dyke, Alex WR__6-0 205 5 Nevada-Reno 2/0 
Oct. 29 at N.Y, Giants 4:05 p.m. Now. {4 Washington ( 465) 35.08 ™ _23 Vincent, Troy cB 6-0 194 9 Wisconsin 14/14 
Nov.5 Dallas tpm. | joveiu aararate (a7) 17-44 = 50 Wallace, Al DE-LB 6-5 258 3 Maryland 0/0 
Nov. 12 _at Pittsburgh 1pm. Nov. 28 At Washington (10.5) 17-20" s _35 Watson, Edwin RB 6-0 225 3 Purdue 6/0 
eo NRTE Arizona 1pm. | Dec, At Arizona G65) 17-21 & v Nant Jeo r pane = a é oregon. = ae 
Nav. 26 _at Washington 1PM. | Dec. 12 At Dallas (+9) 10-20 ® Fo ee 1 Sea 
Dees. oT 4 s «@ 97 Wheeler, Mark DT 6-3 285 9 Texas A&M 13/0 
presses. (webs Dec. 19 New England (+4.5) 24-8 ™ 98 Whiting, Brandon DT 6-3. 278 3 California 13/2 
Dec. 10 _at Cleveland ipm. | Dec,.26 BYE = _66 Williams, Bobby OG 6-3 320 A Arkansas 
Dec. 17 Open Jan.2 St, Louis (+8.5)_ 98-31 95 Williams, Tyrone DE 6-4 292 2 Wyoming 4/0 
Dec. 24 Cincinnati 1 p.m. * Overtime r 61 Wise, Ty c 6-2 291 R Miami (Fla.) 
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i}} t this time a year ago the Cardinals 
@\ were coming off their first winning 
season and playoff appearance 
since coming to the desert. They had a 
young quarterback they were con- 
vinced was going to be the next Joe 


Montana and a young 
defensive line they 

4 felt was on the verge 
of becoming the best 
in the game. Bob Fer- 
guson and Rod Graves had added 
tremendous strength and stability to the 
front office, and Vince Tobin was a solid 


head coach. The chances of the team 
getting a badly needed new stadium 
were good, and attendance was up. 
Now the Cardinals are coming off a 
very disappointing 6-10 season in 
which their young quarterback 
regressed badly and injuries wreaked 
havoc on their defensive line. A new 
stadium is very much in question. 


Offense 


Jake Plummer is at his best in the ends of 
close games when the situation dictates that 
he do a lot of improvising. Arizona, under 
offensive coordinator Mare Trestman, may 


SRERRRERSERRRERRERRSER ERR ee 


be too rigid and structured in the way it 
does things. In short, Trestman must stress 
being smart and using good techniques with 
Plummer, but he also must give the quarter- 
back more room to be himself. The addition 
of first-round RB Thomas Jones should take 
some heat off of Plummer. Jones is the kind 
of kid who should be able to learn how to 
pick up the blitz quickly because he is a 
smart and willing team player. 


QUARTERBACKS «= Plummer closed his 
rookie season on a high note. He seemed to 
regress early in ’98 under the constraints of 
Trestman’s offense, then played at a Pro 
Bowl level down the stretch, after Trest- 
man loosened the reins, leading the Cardi- 
nals into the playoffs with six late-season 
wins that were all nailbiters and in most 
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cases required dramatic fourth-quarter, 
game-winning drives by Plummer. He then 
led Arizona to its first playoff win in ages. 
In the 99 opener, despite a bad thumb and 
a horrible first part of the game, when it 
looked as though he could not even grip 
the ball, Plummer led the Cardinals back 
from a 21-point deficit to win 25-24. But 
after that, the season seemed to go south on 
Plummer. He had trouble gripping the ball 
and was all over the place with his passes. 
He held on to the ball way too long, lead- 
ing to needless sacks and causing him to 
take more of a pounding than he should 
have, and he kept making poor decisions 
instead of playing within himself. Then 
Plummer broke a finger on his throwing 
hand and had to sit out five games. With 
journeyman Dave Brown at the controls, 
the Cardinals went 3-2. Brown did not 
throw particularly well or show any special 
skills, but unlike Plummer, he played with- 
in himself. Although Brown failed to com- 
plete half his passes and had a very nega- 
tive 2-6 TD-interception ratio, he seemed 
to turn the Cardinals’ season around, get- 
ting a 2-4 team back to 5-6. When Plum- 
mer returned, Arizona beat the Eagles to 
get back into the playoff race but then lost 
its last four games badly. Plummer can 
improvise with the best, and he plays his 
best football when the game is on the line 
and his team is behind because that allows 
him to gamble and ad-lib at will. He is a 
leader who is very tough and mobile and 
has very good vision. But he is not an over- 
ly accurate passer, even when all his digits 
are healthy, and he makes too many poor 
decisions in his zeal to make big plays. He 
also holds on to the ball way too long, 
causing him to take a needless beating and 
get sacked a lot more than he should. 
Unlike Montana, Plummer lacks 
pinpoint control, a sixth sense 
about how long to hold on to the 
ball, great timing and near-perfect 
footwork and techniques. Brown’s 
strengths are that he knows the division 
and the offense, and he gets along well 
with Plummer and can help him on the 
field. Brown is no improvisor, and his 
passing accuracy is just average. 


RUNNING BACKS « Last season the Cardi- 
nals found out why the Jets traded Adrian 
Murrell away. When Arizona finally gave 
up on Murrell, it turned to Michael 
Pittman, who showed a very nice combina- 
tion of power and speed, as he rushed for 
133 yards on 23 carries to help the Red- 
birds upset the Lions in Week 10. But he 
hurt his toe in that game and was not active 
for six of the last seven games. Thus, the 
jury is still out on him. One of the biggest 
keys to being a successful NFL back is 
being able to take a licking and to keep on 
ticking. That was one of Jones’ strengths at 
Virginia and a reason Arizona made him 
the seventh overall pick, Jones was the 
smartest and most complete and unselfish 
of the available running backs, and proba- 
bly the most durable as well. He is not that 
strong but is quick, instinctive, skillful and 
determined and a fine receiver and quick 
learner with a lot of savvy for a youngster. 


| REGULAR-S 


PFW PROJECTIONS 


wR we DAVID BOSTON 
Had to learn all three WR positions in 1999- 
Wie focus on sues spesuyN No. 3. WR in 2000. 


“OLB: 
RAYNOGH THOMPSON vs. JOHNNY RUTLEDGE 
Second-round pick from 2000 battles 1999 
second-rounder for Zach Walz's old position. 
Walz is in the equation if his knee is ap henilty. 
ly a —— BLOT, 7 = = 
~ RB Thomas. ores. provides offensive bal 
ance, and Plummer rebounds nicely. 
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NURS EGASE SLENA! == 5! 
Plummer continues to regress, defensive 
line has problems and Cards flounder. 
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~ PK Cary Blanchard, OT Norberto Davidds- 
Garrido; TE Chris Gedney, C Mike Gruttadau- 
ria 

OT James Dexter, C Aaron Graham, RB 
Adrian Murrell 


mk meh 


V7 RBThomas Jones Virginia 

2/41 LB Raynoch Thompson Tennessee 
_3/71_ DT Darwin Walker Tennessee 
4/102 CB David Barrett Arkansas: 
5/136 DT Mao Tosi Idaho 
5/164 TE Jay Tant Northwestern 
6/176 DT Jabari Issa Washin 
7/215 LB Sekou Sanyika California 


FIVE-YEAR HISTORY 


WINS 
za 


Nea oo 


Speedy kickoff returner Mario Bates 
rushed for a team-high nine touchdowns 
on 72 carries but averaged just 2.8 yards 
per carry, lacked creativity and had only 
average run skills. At fullback, the team 
chose to replace Larry Centers, who 
was more of a pass-catching H- 
back, with rookie blockers Joel 
Makovicka and Dennis McKinley. 
Makovicka, who started the eight 
games in which the Cardinals opened 
with a fullback, did not show any special 
qualities and did little to show there was 
any validity to comparisons between him- 
self and ex-Nebraska FB Tom Rathman. 


RECEIVERS = Terry Hardy is more of a 
blocking tight end than a receiver, but he is 
not a third tackle as a blocker. Chris Ged- 
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ney, who missed last year with illness and 
was released by the Cardinals while he was 
sick, put aside his bitterness over how the 
team treated him and re-signed with Ari- 
zona when nobody else came calling, He is 
basically a big target and a receiver, Rookie 
Jay Tant runs and catches well and tries to 
block but is a little small and has been hurt 
a lot. Outside, Frank Sanders is big and 
physical, catches a lot of passes and makes 
some big plays. He can make the great grab 
and has caught 168 passes over the past two 


seasons but has only four TD catches during | 


that stretch. He lacks quick twitch, is no | 


burner, and he will drop a few, but he also 
has remarkable receiving skills when the 
ball is in the air. Rob Moore appeared to 
have a breakthrough year in °97 but went 
back to being a good big receiver but not a 
special player the past two years. Arizona 
drafted David Boston with its first first- 
round pick (eighth overall) in “99 to 
hm bring a Randy Moss dimension. But 
} Boston had a disappointing rookie 
= season, except for the first Giants 
game, when he caught eight passes 
*” for 101 yards and a TD. Boston may 
be big and fast and able to jump through 
the roof, but he does not play to his speed, 
and as a rookie he played like a rookie. 


OFFENSIVE LINE = Despite holding out, 
playing the toughest position on the line 
and coming from Eastern Michigan, OLT 
L.J. Shelton, Arizona’s second first-round 
choice, was doing a solid job by late 
November until he got hurt in late Decem- 
ber. He looks as though he could be a top 
pro for the next decade. Arizona started 
huge sophomore Anthony Clement at right 
tackle. At 6-8, 355 pounds, Clement is 
even bigger than the 6-6, 340-pound Shel- 
ton. Clement does not have Shelton’s ath- 
leticism or movement skills, but it takes a 


$25 cab ride to get around him, and he has- 


long arms, making him seem even bigger. 
At guard, Chris Dishman really struggled 
after having elbow surgery in training 
camp and hurting his shoulder during 
the season. He is a brawler who must 
bh use his arms and shoulders to 
— cover up for a lack of foot agili- 
” ty. Lester Holmes is powerful and 
fairly athletic but lacks a good feel for 
the game. Former OT Matt Joyce, ex- 
Panther Norberto Davidds-Garrido and 
second-year pro Yusuf Scott will have a 
chance to unseat the regulars at guard, Ari- 
zona signed Mike Gruttadauria away from 
the Super Bowl-champion Rams to replace 
Aaron Graham at center. Gruttadauria is an 
upgrade, but like Graham, he needs help 
moving out big people. 


Dave McGinnis is one of the best defen- 
sive coordinators in the game, but last sea- 
son he had almost no healthy DLs, 
mediocre LBs and safeties and an offense 
that kept putting his unit into deep holes. 


DEFENSIVE LINE = This was supposed be 
the next great defensive line. Instead, it has 
turned into a disaster area. In what he felt 
was going to be his walk year, Simeon 
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Rice did a better job of preparing and 
focusing and turned into a super pass rush- 
er at right end, recording a team-best 16/4 
sacks. Rice is as fast and athletic as any 
defensive end in football and has great 
pass-rush skills, but he is pretty much a 
one-dimensional player who thinks only of 
sacks. He is known as being a little selfish, 
and now he is a very unhappy camper 
because the Cardinals slapped the fran- 
chise tag on him. DLE Andre Wadsworth 
was supposed to emerge as a star in his 
second season, but he regressed, getting 
just two sacks and 26 tackles and missing 
five midseason games with knee problems. 
At tackle, Eric Swann, once considered a 
future star, missed seven games because of 
his chronically bad and much-operated- 
upon knee and was never healthy enough 
to start. He can still dominate in spurts, but 
he will always have a bad knee and does 
not play through pain well. At presstime, 
the Cardinals were considering releasing 
Swann after June 1 because he is paid as if 
he were the second coming of Reggie 
White. Mark Smith held out for the first 
two. games of the season, played a little in 
the next two but then hurt his knee and was 
done for the year. The Cardinals thought 
Smith was on his way after he had nine 
sacks in ‘98, but now they are not so sure. 
Rookie Darwin Walker has an incredible 
set of workout numbers and tries hard but 
has never been a really dominating player. 
Fellow freshman Mao Tosi is a fine athlete 
with size but lacks skill and instinct. He 
was a basketball player and is just learning 
to play football. Walker is sure to play but 
may never be special, while Tosi is a long 


shot who could eventually be special. Brad 
Ottis is a solid backup DE-DT type. 
Rashod Swinger, who started inside at 
tackle last year, blew out his knee in Week 
16 and is very iffy for the 2000 season. 
Jerry Drake, the other starter, is a 
journeyman and was a free agent 
> at presstime. Thomas Burke is a 
pass-rush type with great focus and 
intensity and a LB body. This grade 
assumes Swann and Rice are non-factors 
and are not dealt for quality replacements. 
But if both return and play the whole sea- 
son, this is a B-plus line. 


LINEBACKERS = MLB Ronald McKinnon 
is active and gives an honest day’s work, 
but he lacks playing strength and makes 
too many of his tackles down the field. Rob 
Fredrickson was a very solid addition at 
left linebacker but is still a little soft on 
runs at him. After looking like a bust as a 
rookie, 99 second-round pick Johnny Rut- 
ledge will get his chance to start at right 
linebacker, where thin and narrowly built 

but smart Zack Walz is coming off knee 

surgery, Rookie Raynoch Thompson 

could be the best of the lot before 

long. He lacks great size and 

speed in the 40 but hits like a 

sledgehammer and has excellent func- 

tional football speed and instincts. His 

big problem is that he plays too big for his 
body and gets hurt a lot. 


DEFENSIVE BAGKS = Aeneas Williams is 


still an upper-echelon left cornerback with 
great ball skills and smarts, but he is not a 
shutdown corner who can take a top receiy- 


WK 12 


WK 13 | 


er totally out of the game without help and 
let the defense double the other wide 
receiver. After looking like a real keeper as 
a rookie, Corey Chavous saw teams exploit 
his lack of pure speed in ’99. When 
Chavous was hobbled by injuries, replace- 
ment Tom Knight looked like a former 
first-round pick at times but seemed to lose 
his focus at other times. At strong safety, 
both Tommy Bennett and Pat Tillman spent 
much of their college careers at linebacker 
and play more like mini-linebackers. Ben- 
nett, the bigger and more gifted of the 
two, was a free agent at presstime. 
~» FS Kwamie Lassiter was just 
Y average after signing a big free- 
agent contract in 99. He is a small- 
er safety who tends to be a grab tack- 
ler. Hard-hitting rookie CB David Barrett 
could also figure in at safety if Bennett 
leaves. Barrett would give the team more 
speed and athleticism at that position. 


It seems as though Arizona’s last reli- 
able placekicker was Jim Bakken. Free- 
agent signee Cary Blanchard has a pretty 
good track record for accuracy, but his 
kickoffs are weak. P Scott Player improved 
to the point where he was average to ade- 
quate. Overall, the kickoff and punt cover- 

age was solid, although the team had 

two huge breakdowns on kickoffs. 

Mac Cody averaged 11.7 yards on 

32 punt returns, but his longest 

return was just 31 yards. Mario 

Bates is a decent kickoff returner who 

has speed and will run hard, but he does 
not make many people miss. 
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Score 
Total nat yards 


Rushing yards _| 


Passing yards | 


ATL. GB. | 
14-37 24-49 | | 
289 464 | 4010 
77 80 1207 
212 364 | 


Rushing plays - 
Sacks allowed 


Had intercepted | 


| Fumbles lost 


Yards Stet 4 


Punts = 


Time of poss. 


[Total net yards 


| 
Rushing yards 
| Passi | 
| Bushing plays 
| Sacks allowed 
Had intercepted 
Fumbles lost| 10 
Yards penalized } 
Punts 
16-42-0| 14-44-0| 44-60] 1551-0| 19-47-0| 7-100| 240) 17-720] 15280| 8240| e410| 12470| 3100) 5-130 | 193-553-0 
[Pittm irs | s-1)-01 6350/4900! 8200/2150] 429-0| 9-1-1 | 23-193-4 | P= 3-8-0 | E = 64-289-2 | 
-- [ Pummer 6250| 240| 5200] 3180] 331 L [200/ 7221] 260] t¢1)0| 6210| 23-0!  39-121-2 
—~ ae PASSING ** z a i| 
ee | Da. Brown 461] 480] 820-1] 12932] 1626-0] 16-900] 1320-2] 11-17-0] 84-169-6 
m= | 30-0 41-0] 117-4 107-0} 199-0] 209-0] 115-1] 126-0 } 844-2 
| Greisen 1-6-0 | | 1-6-0 
5 Fal L 4-0 i | | soo4ee | so] 
Plummer 25-48-3| 11-27-4| 1631-2] 16833] 13-190] 12232 1248-0] 2037-4] 15023| 11001) 15262| 9557-3) 201-381-24| 
274-1| 412-0| 1760] 141-4| 156-1 99-0 : 125-2} 170-1] 147-0| 119-1] 217-0| 396-2) 2111-9 
= eS RECEIVING ee 
Boston 4-21-0 3-5-0 | 241-0] e101] 344-0] 2-140 j__4-53-0 | 3-47-0 1-9-0/ 3-281) 1-430] 1490] 3320] 4-520 40-479-2 
fGody. i | 4-14-0 i [ 150] 2190) er Pe 11 | 660-1 
| [Hardy 5-49-0 431-0] 517-0 170|  260| 4380] 2180) 30-222-0 
[Makovicka 140 T_12 321-0 __10-70-1| 
[ McWilliams 1-7-0 in [111-0 1-7-0 1-71-41 
Murrell $-47-0| 290] 1-10-0 aio} 47: [4-440 1-5-0/ 5-37-0| _49-335-0 
| [Pittman 2-26-0 | 411-01 _4-42-0| _1-21-0 28-0 | [_16-196-0 | 
Rob Moore 3-7-1 | _2-48-0 | 4-24-0| 2-38-1| 3-2-0] 64120-0| _37-621-5 
i Sanders $50-0| 7-760] 7-740| 2420] 537-0 5-57-01 3-106-0| 19-118-1| _79-954-1 
¢ * Doesn't include all players, ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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+ NO. NAME E EXP. COLLEGE 
8701 South Hardy Drive = 36 Barrett, David R_ Arkansas 
LU a Nae 85824 = 24 Bates, Mario 7_ Arizona State 16/2 
Official Website: www.azcardinals.com - #8 Rennelt TanaY a stp 
Stadium: Sun Devil Stadium 5 negara, Bety SO Rahoroa Sag ue 
Capacity: 73,158 " 89 Boston, David 2 Ohio State 16/7 
Playing surface: Grass @ _56 Bradley, Melvin 1 Arkansas 2 
Vince Tobin 1999 record: 6-10; Fourth in NFC East 4 66 Brooks, Ethan 3 Williams College 0/0 
e 61 Broomfield, Donald DL 6-3. 295 1 Clemson 0/0 
President; William V, Bidwill; Vice president: William V, Bidwill Jr. ™ 417 Brown, Dave QB 6-5 230 9 Duke 8/5 
V.P.-general counsel: Michael J. Bidwill; Vice president: Larry Wilson 4 83 Brown, Derek TE 6-6 271 9 Notre Dame 15/0 
General manager: Bob Ferguson; Assistant to the president: Rod Graves ~ 95 Burke, Thomas DE 6-2 264 2 Wisconsin 16/3 
Head coach: Vince Tobin: & 25 Chavous, Corey S 6-0 204 3 Vanderbilt 15/4 
tt aw Sint gad ti ta aay fa ee OT Oe 2 
Marmie, defensive backs; Dave McGinnis, defensive coordinator, Glenn Pires, Irabachors ~ = Sa eee ae et a ; Lousiane-Laayete ie 
Vie Rapp, receivers; Bob Rogucki, strength and conditioning, Jonnny Roland, running @ * 
backs; Martin Streight, strength and conditioning intern; Marc Trestman, offensive coordi- = 43 Cooper, Deke Ss 6-2 215 R Notre Dame 
nator, George Warhop, offensive line. - 27 Cox, Renard cB 5-11 188 R Maryland 
& 64 Davidds-Garido, Norberto OT 6-5 315 5 USC 16/0 
mine DeBolt, Greg. P 5-11. 184 -R_ Pittsburgh 
§ 62 Devlin, Mike Cc 6-2 318 8 lowa 16/0 
e@ 67 Dishman, Chris OG 6-3 320 4 Nebraska 19/10 
WR_85 MOORE 89 Boston 18 McCullough © "76 Drake, Jerry DT 65 310 5 Hastings (Neb,) College 16/16 
OLT 70 SHELTON 66 Brooks 79 Clark = 58 Folston, James LB 6-3 240 7 Louisiana-Monroe 6/0 
OLG 73 JOYCE 67 Dishman a 59 Fredrickson, Rob LB 6-4 —=—240_—7_—~ Michigan State 16/16 
C_ 60 GRUTTADAURIA 62 Deviin = _84 Gedney, Chris TE _6-5 257 __7 Syracuse 0/0 
Cie, amas —— paso 5 “14 Gielen. Cris QB 632032 NW Misour Stato 20 
eat ; a eisen, Chris - 
SUT REPORT) ___- CAD ayricie-Casitkht ve lark ® “60 Gruttadauria, Mike C (6-3 297 5 Central Florida 16/16 
__TE 80 HARDY 84 Gedney 83 De. Brown 87 Tant’ _— a0. Hardy, Terry TE 6-4 266 3 Southern Mississippi 16/16 
WR_81 SANDERS 82 Cody 19 Jenkins & 71 Holmes, Lester OG 6-4 315 8 Jackson State 14/14 
QB 16 PLUMMER 17 Da. Brown 14 Greisen & 72 Issa, Jabari DT-DE 6-5 296 R Washington 
RB 26 JONES* 32 Pittman 24 Bates me sentins: Maivey WR__5-11_180_2 Nebraska-Omaha 3/0 
FB 34 MAKOVICKA 39 McKinley 82 Pittman a 46 Johnson, Paris $s 6-3 _ 213 4 Miami (Ohio) o/0 
~ 26 Jones, Thomas RB 5-10 205 AR Virginia 
1s 2 Se a 73 Joyce, Matt OT 6-7. 313 6 Richmond 15/15 
DLE 90 WADSWORTH 95 Burke 74 Moten = _86 Junkin, Trey LS-TE 6-2 258 18 Louisiana Tech 16/0 
DLT 98 SWANN# 91 Swinger 94 Sears 92 Rubio m 9 Keenan, Sean QB 6-3 208 R_ Williams College 
DAT 93 SMITH 75 Walker* 72 Issa” & 45 Keller, Matt FB 5-11 235 R_Ohio State 
DRE 97 96 Ottis 78 Tosi" & _22 Knight, Tom cB 5-11. 196 4 lowa 16/11 
TETRA FAUDRSON 58 Fat PRA ras om — 6 60 Bees ian 
ES Seeman <5 Maceo Noi S ® 13 Love, Kelvin _ WR 6-3 189 A Mississippi State 
ALB SI RUTLEDGE SS Thompson _52 Walz ® 41 Lucas, Justin DB 5-10 187 2 Abilene Christian 2/0 
LCB 35 A. WILLIAMS 23 Rhinehart 41 Lucas & 53 Maddox, Mark LB 6-1 233 10 Northern Michigan 16/2 
RCB 22 KNIGHT 25 Chavous 36 Barrett" = 34 Makovicka, Joel FB 5-10 247 2 Nebraska 16/8 
SS 40 TILLMAN 28 Bennett 46 Johnson 25 Chavous ® 44 McCleskey, J.J. CB 5-8 184 7 Tennessee 16/1 
FS 42 LASSITER 44 McCleskey - 18 McCullough, Andy WR 6-3 210 2 Tennessee 3/0 
m 39 McKinley, Dennis FB 6-1 241 2 Mississippi State 16/0 
® "57 McKinnon, Ronald MLB 6-0. 240 5 NorthAlabama 16/16 
P 10 PLAVER ® 5 Mitchell, Tywan WR 6-5 220 1 Mankato (Minn.) State 0/0 
PK 15 BLANCHARD & _85 Moore, Rob WR 6-3 203 11 Syracuse 14/42 
___H_ 10 PLAYER 84 Gedney 5 _74 Moten, Mike DE 6-5 266 2 Florida 0/0 
PA 82 bust __89 Boston See aia oe eee a 
s ittman, Michae' - resno State 
a zs on Sesuteiin 1 10 Player, Scott P 6-0 220 3 Florida State 16/0 
te — m= 16 Plummer, Jake QB 6-2 197 4 Arizona State 12/11 
* Rookie; # status undetermined at presstime ® 23 Rhinehart, Coby CB 5-10 187 2 Southern Methodist 16/0 
™ 97 Rice,Simeon | DE 6-5 260 5 Illinois 16/16 
ie 2000 4TH; { SITS 3 92 Rubio, Angel w Dh 6-2 298 2 SE Missouri State 2/0 
All times Eastern Pointspread relera to Arizona z 2 Rutledge, sonny ie = oe é Ponda 7 an 
DATE OPPONENT TIME x a = 
Sept. 3 _at N.Y. Giants 4pm, |. Sept. 12. At Philadelphia (3) 25-24 8 2 Sanka, Sekou oe es an a ee a6 
Sept. 10 Dallas 8:20 p.m, Sept. 19 At Miami (+9.5) 16-19 — 94 Scat Corey DT 63 300. 3 Mississi ppi State 9/0 
penrecpen Sapte 7 San Francie A918) 1028s ol Sheltory, a OT 66 341 2 Eastern Michigan 97 
Sept. 24 Green Bay 4:05 p.m, Oct.3 At Dallas (+75) 7-35 = 63 Skapura, Robert OT 6-6 291 RA Louisiana Tech 
Oct.1  atSan Francisco 4:15 p,m. Oct.10 NewYork Giants (-2.5) 14-3 = 93 Smith, Mark DT 6-4 290 4 Auburn 2/0 
Oct.8 Cleveland 4:15 p.m, | Oct.17 Washington (+3.5) 10-24 = 98 Swann, Eric DT 6-5 313 10 None 9/0 
Oct. 15 Philadelphia 4:15pm. | Oct.24 BYE = 91 Swinger, Rashod DT 6-2 286 3 Rutgers 15/44 
Oct.22 at Dallas 1pm. | Oct.31 New England (+3) 3-27 ™@ _87 Tant, Jay TE 6-2 252 _R_Northwestern 
Oct,29 New Orleans  4:05p.m. | Nov.7 AtNewYorkJets (+8) 7-12 § 55 Thompson, Raynoch OLB 6-2 217 A Tennessee 
Nov.5 Washington 4:05pm. | Nov.14 Detroit (+4) 2348 5 80 a = are oe 3 Azone Sis oH 
Nov. 12 at Minjescia! 1 p.m. Nov. 21 Dallas (+2) 13-9 | 90 Wadsworth, Andre DE 64 278d Florida State ar 
Nov. 19 at Philadelphia 1 p.m. Nov. 28 At New York Giants (+6) 34-24 : "75. Walker, Darwin DT. 62 293 A Tennessee 
Nov. 26 N.Y. Giants 8:20 p.m. Dec.5 Philadelphia (6.5) 21-17 @ 55 Walz, Zack 1B 6-4 228 3 Dartmouth 9/9 
Dec.3 _ at Cincinnati 1pm. | Dec.12 AtWashington (45) 3:28 § “69 Watton, Chris OG 62 290 R Baylor 
Dec, 10 at Jacksonville 1pm. | Dec.19 Buifalo (+3.5) 21-31 § 35 Williams, Aeneas cB 5-11 202 10 Southem U. 16/16 
Dec. 17 Baltimore 4:15 p.m. Dec. 26 At Atlanta (+2.5) 14-37 - 21 Williams, Clarence RB 5-9 196 1 Michigan 0/0 
Dec. 24 at Washington 1pm. Jan.2 At Green Bay (+9) 24-49 s 47 Younger, Jordan CB 5-10 190 RA Connecticut 
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NEC CENTRAL 


i] ast season the Buccaneers had a 

| Super Bowl-caliber defense and a 
Pop Warner-level offense. They 
made the playoffs thanks to a late-sea- 
son rally, much of it coming after QB 
Trent Dilfer got hurt. But then they lost 
in the NFC championship game 
despite giving up only 
11 points to the 

§ high-flying Rams. 

In the season 
opener, the Bucca- 

} neers totally shut down the Giants’ 
offense but still lost, with all 17 New 
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York points coming off Tampa Bay 
turnovers. In the playoffs, the Bucca- 
neers lost to Rams because they could 
not get into the endzone, even though 
the defense often put the offense in 
great position. 

After the season, the Buccaneers let 
Dilfer go instead of picking up his 
option and handed offensive coordina- 
tor David Shula a pink slip. The scary 
thing about the decision to let Dilfer go 
is the franchise's history. The Bucca- 
neers have drafted four quarterbacks 
in the first round, and the first three did 


= better once they were out of Tampa. 
= Doug Williams won a Super Bow! with 
the Redskins, Steve Young went from a 


semibust to a future Hall of Famer in 


SESRa2CER 


San Francisco and Vinny Testaverde, 

2 who never had a winning season in 

5 Tampa, took both the Browns and the 
= Jets to the playoffs. (Dilfer is the fourth 
= first-round QB.) The biggest differ- 

* ences for all three quarterbacks were 
® that, once they were out of Tampa Bay, 
= they were not asked to be saviors and 
‘ that they played in offenses that were 
= better suited to what they did best. 
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Shula was canned because the Bucca- 
neers felt his offensive scheme and utiliza- 
tion of personnel were a big part of their 
offensive problems. His replacement is Les 
Steckel, who was the Titans’ offensive 
coordinator during their run to the Super 
Bow! last season. Like Shula, Steckel is a 
conservative play caller. He favors one-RB 
sets with a tight end and an H-back and 
likes to throw underneath the coverage and 
run the ball. 


QUARTERBACKS = Shaun King, Tampa 
Bay’s °99 second-round pick, is now the 
guy after taking over in Game 11 and lead- 
ing the team into the playoffs. When King 
entered against the Seahawks, the Bucca- 
neers were 6-4 and struggling. He made 
some key plays to beat the Seahawks and 
then went 4-1 as a starter to help the team 
win the NFC Central and secure a first- 
round bye. In the playoffs, he helped the 
team advance to the NFC championship 
game but really struggled vs. the Rams. 
King is only about 6 feet tall and does not 
have a great arm or Young-type mobility, 
but head coach Tony Dungy loves his 
intangibles, poise, maturity and leadership 
qualities. Eric Zeier is basically a career 
backup who filled in for a while last season 
but was hurt most of the time and never got 
on track. He is a lot like King but is not as 

gifted (which is not to say that King is 

that gifted). A veteran No. 3 QB with 

a big arm will probably have been 

added by the time you read this. 

Look for rookie Joe Hamilton to 

give Zeier a run for his job. Hamilton 

is a cross between Doug Flutie and 
Charlie Ward and gets bigger, faster and 
stronger once the game begins. Despite 
being shorter than 5-10, he could surprise. 


RUNNING BACKS = Mike Alstott keeps 
going to the Pro Bowl as a fullback, but he 
is really a one-back or tailback in the John 
Riggins mold. Alstott is a powerhouse run- 
ner with quick feet and rare balance. He 
catches very well but is just a so-so block- 
er. He generally shares time with Warrick 
Dunn, a mighty mite who was not so 
mighty last season because of the way 
Shula kept pounding him inside. In °98, 
when Shula did a better job of getting him 
the ball in the open field, Dunn rushed for 
1,026 yards. Last year he carried 195 times 
but gained only 616 yards and did not have 

a rushing touchdown. He did lead the 
_ team with 64 receptions. Dunn can 
_\. Tun inside, but he has a much better 
chance to show his magic when 
he is not running in heavy traffic, 
and at 180 pounds, he is not going to 
break many tackles inside. H-back 
Patrick Hape and FB Kevin McLeod gen- 
erally are the lead blockers when the Buc- 
caneers use one, but neither is great at it. 


RECEIVERS « At tight end, Dave Moore is 
an average all-around player with good 
hands who led the team in TD catches in 
"99 with five. Hape is generally used as a 
blocker and/or H-back, and John Davis has 


the most talent but the least feel for the 


PFW PROJECTIONS 


regeep geen 
Hardy Nickerson in the middle. 


Dimoart Ie’céprantly pacclladt into replace 
Nickerson, but the job is not guaranteed. 
Webster has starting ability and could give 
Duncan a tun for his money. 


The Buccaneers become the first team to 
play in the Super Bowl in their home stadium. 
Expectations are that cag es areas since 
the signing of Keyshawn. 


Johnson isn't utilized to his potential, 
Shaun King continues his erratic play and the 
offense continues to struggle putting points 
on the board, 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


' G Jeff Christy, AB Jerry Ellison, WA 
Keyshawn Johnson, OG Randall McDaniel! 


OG Jorge Diaz, OB Trent Dilfer, LB Hardy 
Nickerson 


se, DOLLERE = 
2/51_OG n Tennessee. 
3/90_LB Nate Webster, 

5/157_ TE James _ Ke = 
6/193 S David Gibson _ USC 

7/234 QB Joe Hamilton Georgia Tech 


FIVE-YEAR HISTORY 


game. Rookie James Whalen is a pass- 
catching H-back with a great feel for the 
passing game. Tampa Bay turned its two 
first-round picks into Keyshawn Johnson, 
an All-Pro with great size, toughness and 
ability. He is also a leader and a winner 
who could mean to the offense what War- 
ren Sapp means to the defense if he gets 
the ball enough in Tampa Bay’s run-orient- 
ed offense. Like most great receivers, 
Johnson can be selfish and wants at least 
10 passes thrown to him in every game. 
After improving for two years and looking 
as though he was on the verge of becoming 
a really good speed wide receiver, Reidel 
Anthony fell apart last season, losing his 
confidence and showing a lack of mental 
toughness. If Anthony dropped a pass early 
in a game, he generally disappeared. 


Jacquez Green, who was drafted to be a 
third-down slot receiver and return man, 


used his blazing speed to help him get 
open and catch 56 balls, which was almost | 


twice as many as any other wide receiver 
caught. (Anthony had 30.) Green is a 
potential gamebreaker, but his hands are 
not very reliable, and he is a tiny tar- 
get. Karl Williams is a good 
fourth receiver who can return 


seventh-round pick Darnell McDon- 
ald appeared to be the big, physical 


receiver the team wanted, but he was too } 


inconsistent and lost his focus too easily. 


OFFENSIVE LINE « Even with the addition 
of two Pro Bowlers from the Vikings, this 
area is still a little shaky unless Paul Gru- 
ber can come all the way back from a 
major leg injury. Jeff Christy takes over 
for Tony Mayberry at center. Christy is a 
very good and smart player, although size 
will give him trouble at times. He is a 
pumped-up, modest-sized lineman. OG 
Randall McDaniel may be 35, but he still 
tuns and pulls as well as any guard in the 


game and is a tremendous athlete. But his | 


play slipped last season, and there were 
times when he just whiffed on pass pro- 
tection. Huge Frank Middleton is a power- 
ful one-on-one blocker at the other OG 
slot, but he still has not developed the 
patience and consistency he needs to 
become an upper-echelon player. OLT 
Paul Gruber is 35 and is no longer a Pro 
Bow/l player, and now he is coming off the 
first major injury of his career. He is also 
weighing retirement. Jason Odom, who 
rotated with Jerry Wunsch at right tackle 
before Odom had back surgery last sea- 
son, would have to replace him. Odom has 
the feet, but his durability and strength are 
concerns. Wunsch is as strong as a bull, 
but his feet often look as though they are 
planted in cement. Huge George 
Hegamin could challenge Wunsch, 
while rookie Cosey Coleman will 
be groomed behind McDaniel 
and could also get a look at tack- 
le. The Buccaneers rated Coleman 
as a first-round pick and traded up to 
grab him in the second round. This grade 
assumes Gruber will be healthy. 


Last season the Buccaneers’ defense 
was close to awesome, and underrated 


kicks. There were times when °99 | 


defensive coordinator Monte Kiffin even [f 


figured out a way to shut down the Rams’ 
offense. More than a few of the 235 points 
the Buccaneers gave up were really the 
offense’s fault. The defense did have one 
total meltdown, when the Raiders scored 
45 points and rushed for 262 yards. 


DEFENSIVE LINE = After being a fat cat in 
98, Sapp was a hungry tiger in °99 and 
was not only the best tackle in football but 
also perhaps the best defensive player in 
the game. When Sapp has his weight 
under control, he looks and moves like a 
big cat and is almost unblockable. But he 
has never put top years back to back 
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because when he has a good year, he tends 
to get fat and lazy during the offseason. 
Brad Culpepper, the other tackle, is an 
undersized overachiever with a great 
heart, motor and mind. He runs the defen- 
sive line and is very good on stunts, but 
*99 first-round pick Anthony McFarland 
may be just too good to sit. McFarland 
may be as quick as Sapp, and while he 
isn’t overpowering, he is explosive. Chidi 
Ahanotu is a very solid all-around left end. 
Former first-round pick Marcus Jones and 
Steve White will continue to split time at 
right end. Jones was drafted in the first 
round as a tackle and looked like a bust 
because he played too upright and 
was just physically unable to 
bend well enough. But after 
moving outside, he finally figured 
out what his game was and had seven 
sacks in 99 after getting one in his first 
three seasons combined. But he is not real- 
ly a pass rusher. His greatest asset is his 
upper-body strength. White is more of an 
undersized pass rusher with very good 
quickness. 


B6RAODE 


LINEBACKERS = Derrick Brooks may be 
the best weak-side “backer in the game. 
He is superquick, active and instinctive 
and makes plays sideline to sideline and 
goal line to goal line. Last season he had 
180 stops and four interceptions. Jamie 
Duncan will be asked to replace Hardy 
Nickerson in the middle. Duncan is no 
Nickerson, but he is smart, active and 
instinctive. On the strong side, Shelton 
Quarles does nothing to excite, but he gets 
the job done. Alshermond Singleton has 


the play-making ability Quarles lacks but 

makes way too many mistakes. Jeff 

Gooch was too small to play on the 

strong side, but he can back up 

Brooks and is a top special- 

teams player. Rookie Nate Web- 

ster is a mini-Ray Lewis in the 

middle. He likes to be called the 

“Decapitator.” Webster could challenge 
Duncan if he is a good boy off the field. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS = The Buccaneers use 
a lot of zone, and that covers up the fact 
that three of their four starters may be a 
little lacking in speed and athleticism. The 
one athletic and playing standout is Don- 
nie Abraham, the team’s top cover corner 
and a potential Pro Bowl player who can 
cover man-on-man and play bump-and- 
run. After looking more like a solid starter 
in 98, Ronde Barber looked more like a 
better nickel back than starting right cor- 
ner in 1999, although he is adequate in the 
Buccaneers’ scheme. Brian Kelly can be 
better than that, but he needs to get 
stronger and improve his tackling. John 
Lynch is a Pro Bowl strong safety despite 
his lack of speed. Lynch compensates 
with great anticipation, toughness and 
size. He dominates against the run and 
generally plays up close to the line so he 

can be active in run support. FS 
Damien Robinson has fine size 

and average speed. He has got- 
ten better but is still just average. 

Dexter Jackson, who is smaller but 
faster and more athletic, could chal- 
lenge Robinson if he develops some more 
discipline. 


GRADE 


GRADE 


Special teams 

As a rookie, PK Martin Gramatica may 
have been the Buccaneers’ offensive MVP. 
He made 27-of-32 field goals and was 
generally good in the clutch. P Mark 
Royals had an impressive 43.1-yard 
gross average and a more 
impressive 37.4-yard net. Kick 
coverage was a big plus, but the 
return game was disappointing. Green 


called for too many fair catches and did 
not break anything big all year. 


] WK 4 | WK 3 WKB! WK9! WK 10 
| {OPPONENT N.Y.G./  PHIL.| DEN. | MINN. GB. CHI. | DET. | NO. | 
| | Score 13-47| 19-5| _13-10| 14-21! 23-26. 63| 3-20/ 31-16 | 
| | Total net yards | 254/220 | 243 : 370 273 225 292 | | 190/312 4254 | 
] | Rushing yards 77 156 | _165 84 173 124 72 156{ 100 119/105 103 Al 4 124[ 143 176 
Passing yard: 78 | | 101 220 | 271 150 | | 
28 22 | 37] 
; 2 5 Ol 
1) oO 0 
} 0 2] 
30 32 
7 4 
OP! 
Duno 15-46-0 | 24-82-0| 8-15-0| 16490| 14-390] 9-21-0/ 9-330 [ies80| “vest 11-44-0 | 15-57-0 86-0] 7-11-0| 13-25-0| 16-80-0| _195-616-0 
|] [King { { 3(-1)0| 4-80 37-0 1-5-0 | 5-20-0 | 2-(-1)-0. 18-38-0 
- 
- — 16-31-3| 744-2] 1548-0] 25-39-1| 16-260] 16-27-0 | 1520-0] 17-27-17] 15-3149] 511-0] | 146-244-141 c 
= 174-1 ao-2| 135-0| 301-2| 110-1! 121-0 | 227-3| 2702] 142-0 50-0 | 1619-11 a 
So} [King } 3-7-0 | 11-49-41 | 23-37-1| 17-29-41] 17-30-1| 1624-0]  89-146-4 0 
= f: b= | bee is _ 324 93-2) 297-2 142-0 133-1 178-1 | 875-7 a 
Zeler 319-1 | 29-480 | 32-55-41 0 
14-0 | _ 256-0 | 270-0 Ai 
- 333-4 15-0] 3220] 2160 [416-0] 7-15:0| 17-0] 2590] 124-0 | 12.0] 3-39-1 1-40 13-0] 4490]  27-239-2 MY 
i 218-0] 7-941 | 3230/ 587-0) 214-0| 214-0) 3260 | 210-0 1-30-0 —_| 1-8-0] |_30-296-1 = 
9-820 | 452-0) 6-41-1| 527-0] 11-770] 9540] 211-0) 280) 1-90 x = 6-115-0| 5-36-0| 6-48-1 1-3-0 | _ 84-589-2 
| 1-194 | 1-140 2-8-0 | 3-30-0 2120] 4-060 |" 1-10-0| 4-24-0[ 1-220 | 22-2981] | by 
l i14-0| 1-7-0] 440-0] 1-12-0140 | 7-960] 4-091 | 71644] 5-750) 1-60 | 570-1 | 3-220] 2200/7 1-13-0| 10-113-0| _56-791-3 a 
f | [~~ 2-6-0 [1-40] 124 : 1-0-0 | 5-121| | 
; Cl _| 3-170 | iro) 3-47-14 | { | 1-15-0 9-96-1 ww 
1 [Moo -27- 223-0 458-1 1-3-0 170. _|_ +70] 356-4 | {231-07 4-1] 741-0) 3260| 1-20-0 1-6-1 | 23-2765 ra 
1 [mM I 428-0 7f 4-28-0 
| [Wiliams 244-0 190] 3260| 170] 1-90| if (= 244-0 (150) 4310| 4440] 2170] 21-1760 & 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 


www .profootbsliweekly.com 


PREVIEW —COCIE? 
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“| £puet =a 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers Pil NO. NAME GP/GS 
One Buccaneer Place & 27 Abdulla, Rabih RB 6-1 227 3 Lehigh 15/1 
Tampa, Florida 33607 = 21 Abraham, Donnie cB 5-10 192 5 East Tennessee State 16/16 
813/870-2700 = 72 Ahanotu, Chidi DE 6-2. 285 «8 California 16/15 
Official Website: www.buccaneers.com = 40 Alstott, Mike FB 6-1 248 5 Purdue 16/16 
Stadium: Raymond James Stadium ™ (85 Anthony, Reidel WR 5-11 180 4 Florida 13/7 
ener tn tied ie = _20 Barber, Ronde CB 5-40 184 4 Virginia 16/15 
=— - “ a 
Tony Dungy 1999 record: 11-5; First in NFC Central 2 88 ae 22 = ar pels a9 
~ = : 
Owner-president: Malcom Glazer; Exec. V.P.: Edward Glazer; Exec. V.P.: Bryan Glazer; © # Bradley, Cat Braden e es “ = pr a6 = a wfisinia Tech Te/i6 
Exec. V.P.; Joel Glazer; General manager: Rich McKay; Director-player personnel: a 98 Canni dz DT 
Jerry Angelo; Director-college scouting: Tim Ruskell Pere oe ee eee ne 
= _62 Christy, Jeff c 6-3. 285 8 Pittsburgh 16/16 
Head coach: Tony Dungy = 60 Coleman, Cosey OG 6-4 322 R _ Tennessee 
Assistant coaches: Mark Asanovich, strength and conditioning, Wendell Avery, offensive ~ 35 Cooper, Ashley _ Ss 6-0 207  R_ Mississippi State 
man Edwerds, asst, head Coach defensive backs Chile Foerster oflenaive ine, More Ki 8 Se geeeeeel Brad _DT_6-1_270_9._Florida 1s 
man ards, asst. head coat fensive , er, O} ing, le S 7 
fin, defensive coordinator, Joe Marciano, special teams, Rod Marinelli, defensive line; Tony 8 bony eu. D eMarcus on = a 4 Auburn BS 
Nathan, running backs, Kevin O'Dea, defensive asst.; Lovie Smith, linebackers, Les Steck- = 58 Davis, Dor Don LB 64 234 5 Kansas ao 
el, offensive coordinator, Ricky Thomas, light ends; Charlie Williams, wide receivers. ~ 67 de Groh, Eric C 6-4 3181 West Virgina 00 
- 65 Dogins, Kevin C-OG 6-1 301 4 Texas A&M-Kingsville 10/5 
} = 59 Duncan, Jamie LB 6-0 242 3 Vanderbilt 15/0 Fe 
~ 28 Dunn, Warrick RB 5-8 180 4 Florida State 15/15 
m= _37 Ellison, Jerry RB 5-10 207 7 Tenn.-Chattanooga 1a 
WR 19 JOHNSON 85 Anthony 84 McDonald 1 O'Connor ~ 89 Freeman, Jason TE 6-3 249 1 Oklahoma 
OLT 74 GRUBERH 69 Pierson 79 Hegamin " 46 gibson. David S 6-1__210 R_USC . 
. 50 Gooch, Jeff LB 5-11 225 5 Austin Peay 15/0 
ea) Oe a= Foy Coleman Bs Beaten S —>-Garaice, Marin PK ES 170 2 Kaneas Stale 16/0 
C_62 CHRISTY 75 Washington & (81 Green, Jacquez WR 5-9 168 3 Florida 16/10 
ORG 73 MIDDLETON 65 Dogins 66 Blackman m= _74 Gruber, Paul OT 6-5 291 13 Wisconsin 16/16 | 
ORT 70 ODOM 71 Wunsch 79 Hegamin Be Hail toe = 10 190A Georgia Teoh = ' 
ee = - = ape, Patri ma | 
TE. 53 | mone as Purnell be rape 87 Whalen = 79 Hegamin, George OG-OT 6-7 331 7 NorthCarolinaState 1/0 } 
WR 81 86 K. Williams 16 Daniels* = _17 Hogans, Tavarus WR _5-10 191 RA Vanderbilt i 
QB 10 15 Zeier 14 Hamilton” _13 Milanovich_ — & 29 Holman, Tarig_ DB 5-10 190 FR lowa i. 
DUNN @ _24 Howard, Bobbie LB 5-10 226 1 Notre Dame 0/0 
= a ALSTOTT re ae the m 67 Humphrey, Aaron DE 6-3 260 FA Texas k 
jcLeod ™ 34 Jackson, Dexter DB 6-0 196 2 Florida State 120 | 
EES SS ~ _97 Jackson, Tyoka OL 6-2 280 _6 Penn St. Lae 
ee eet ae © -7e-Jones, Mares DE 68 978 5 Noh Garal iat 
jones, Marcus orth Carolina y 
DEL TE APESPERY Se Moratiend: “97idackson ® “52 Jordan, Antony LB 6-3 239 2 Vanderbilt o/0 
DRT 99 SAPP 92 McFarland 98 Cannida = 25 Kelly, Brian CB 5-11 193 3 USC 16/1 
DRE 94 WHITE 78 Jones - 19 King, Shaun QB 6-0 225 2 ‘lane eis 
3 Kitts, Jim FB 6-1 245 2 Ferrum 0/0 
a A Et = 49 Lusk, Henry TE 62 250 3 Utah 0/0 
MLB 59 DUNCAN 52 Webster = _47 Lynch, John S62 220 8 Stanford ieié | 
WLB 55 58 Davis# ~ 36 Mallard, Deshone cB 5-10 188 1 Southern Mississippi _0/0 
ee Oe ee 
icDonald, Darne'! nsas State ' 
ee ee = _92 McFarland, Anthony DT 6-0 300 2. Louisiana State 1410 | 
SS_47 WNGH 46 Gibson = 76 McKenzie, Damonte DT 6-2 280 R Clemson ' 
FS 24 ROBINSON 30 Smith e _95 McLaughlin, John DE 6-4 247 2 California 12/0 
Se ioe ee ee ce 
a _73 Middleton, Frank OG 6-3 334 4 Arizona 16/16 
PS ROYALS & 13 Milanovich, Scott QB 6-3. 219 4 Maryland 0/0 
PK 7 GRAMATICA = _83 Moore, Dave TE 6-2 258 8 Pittsburgh 16/16 
me (SS ee 
=n ur fo 0 
PR_ 61 GREEN 86 K. Williams = ~ 1 O'Connor Drew WR 63 211 1 Maine 0/0 
KR_88 MURPHY 28 Dunn & _70 Odom, Jason OT 6-5 312 5 Florida 3/3 
KC 57 PALMER 68 Unutoa ~ 57 Palmer, Mitch LB-LS 6-4 259 3 Colorado State 4/0 | 
> > ‘ = 39 Parrish, Terrence CB 5-11. 190 R_ Southern Mississippi if 
Rookie; # status undetermined at presstime 69 Pierson, Pete OT iS, mciSeEoUWachiicicnaae ts | 
= (45 Purnell, Lovett TE 6-3 245 5 West Virginia oO fa 
Hild | : ry c 33 auaes, Shelton LB 6-1 280 4 vanderbilt a 
All times Eastern Pointspread refers to Tampa Bay 2 ees Pamiau= 25 Sees Se eee ae 
<i sofa es E05 BS eli a_i 
Sept.3 at Mee England 1 p.m. Sept.12 New York Giants (-6) 13-17 7 99. Sapp, Warren DT 6-2 303. 6 Miami 15/15 
Sept.10 Chicago dpm. | Sept.19 At Philadelphia __(:7)_185_ = " g Shay, John P 6-0 205 1 Temple a 
Sept. 17 at Detroit tpm. | Sept26 Denver __(-2.5) 1310 & 51 Singleton, Alshermond LB 6-2 228 4 Temple 15/0 
So Dds osm, | cco Ab Minnessts (+7) 1421 30 Smith, Shevin 5 5-11 204 3 Florida State 16/0 = 
Gok” a Weekingion a5 ark Oct.10 At Green Bay (+5.5) 23-26 = 41 Spencer, Jameion FB 6-1 245 1 Notre Dame o/0 i 
- ae Oct.17_ BYE ®& 22 Stecker, Aaron RB 5-10 205 ! Western Illinois oo F 
Oct.9__at Minnesota 9pm. | Oct.24 Chicago (9) 63 § 93 Stuckey, Shawn LB 6-0 230 2 Troy Stale a0 & 
Oct.15 Open Oct.31_ At Detroit (2) 3-20. ™ 90 Tatum, Kinnon LB 6-0 222 3 Notre Dame OO 
Oct.19 Detroit 8:20pm. | Nov.7 AtNew Orleans (3.5) 31-16 { 61 Tugbenyoh,Mawuko DE 6-1 245 R California = 
Oct.29 Minnesota 1pm. Nov.14 Kansas City (-3) 17-10 - 68 Unutoa, Morris CLS 6-1 284 5 Brigham Young 12-0 
Nove" ab Atanta Te Nov. 21 Atlanta (-7) 19-10 75 Washington, Todd C-OG 6-3 324 3 Virginia Tech 6/0 
——————————— | | Nov 28's At Soattio (45.5) 16-3. ® 52 Webster, Nate LB 5-11 225 R_ Miami (Fla) : 
Nov. 12 _ Green Bay 4:15 p.m. | Dec.6 Minnesota 3) 24-17. & 87 Whalen, James TE 6-2 228 R_ Kentucky | 
Nov. 19 at Chicago 1pm. Dec. 12 Detroit (-3.5) 23-16 ™ 94 White, Steve DE 6-2 271 5 Tennessee 13/13 
Nov.26 Buffalo 1pm. Dec, 19 At Oakland (41) 0-45 - 86 Williams, Karl WR 5-10 177 5 Texas A&M-Kingsville 12/6 
Dec.3. Dallas 1pm. Dec, 26 Green Bay (3.5) 29-40 = 18 Williams, Michael WR 5-10 185 R Arkansas 
DecaD cat Mand era Jan.2 At Chicago (3.5) 20-6 j@ —71 Wunsch, Jerry OT 6-6 339 4 Wisconsin 16/13 
: Pm | POSTSEASON = 44 Yoder, Todd TE 6-4 234 R Vanderbilt | 
Dec. 18 St. Louis 9pm. | Jan.15 Washington (5) 14-13. 3 31 Young, Floyd cB 6-0 179 4 Texas A&M Kingsville 6/0 
Dec. 24 at Green Bay tpm. | Jan.23 AtSt.Louis (+145) 6-11 = 15 Zeier, Eric OB 6-1 214 6 Georgia 24 
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$ a general manager, Ron Wolf 
makes very few mistakes and is one 
7 of the two best GMs in football. One 
reason he is so good is that when he 
1}. does make a mistake, he corrects it 
quickly. Last year Wolf hired Ray Rhodes 
as the Packers’ head 
coach because he felt 
Rhodes could bring a 
hard edge to the 
team and provide a 
on toughness and spark 
"} that seemed to be waning in Mike Holm- 
} gren's final season. But instead of getting 
Vince Lombardi, Wolf got a players’ 


coach who treated the boys like men and © many key starters, with the biggest 


wound up with about one-third of the 
players on the team taking advantage of 
him. Both of Rhodes’ coordinators failed 
to get the most out of their units, and the 
Packers were a sloppy, undisciplined, 
penalty-prone team without Holmgren, 
who stayed on top of everything. 

Even so, it's not fair to put everything 
on Rhodes and his staff. Holmgren was 
a very tough act to follow. And as a 
result of being so good for so long, the 
Packers had salary-cap problems and 
had no really high draft picks. Plus, 
injuries really hampered and/or floored 


being QB Brett Favre's right thumb. 

New head coach Mike Sherman is said 
to be out of the Holmgren mold and has 
the hard edge Rhodes lost somewhere 
between his first two years in Philadelphia 
and his return to Green Bay, where he had 
previously been defensive coordinator. 


Offense 


Last season was supposed to be a coming 
out party for Sherman Lewis, who rarely 
got to call plays as Holmgren’s offensive 
coordinator. But instead of showing that he 
should have been hired as a head coach, 
Lewis failed his biggest test. He got too 


; PREVIEVY OOM 
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pass-happy, and there were way too many 
times when it looked as though the Packers 
didn’t have a coordinated game plan on 
offense. He also let Favre get out of control, 
and the fact that Favre was never fully 
healthy did not help matters any either. 


QUARTERBACKS « As a leader, competitor 


and tough guy, Favre is as good as it gets. 
But last season his greatest assets turned 
into his biggest negatives. By not giving 
his injured right thumb any time to heal, he 
made the condition chronic, and he really 
hurt the team in some games because he 
could not grip the ball well enough to 
throw very accurately. With the team strug- 
gling, he tried to do way too much himself 
and reverted to being the mistake-prone 
quarterback who showed poor judgment 
that he was when Holmgren almost 
benched him and replaced him with Mark 
Brunell. When healthy, Favre is a big, 
strong, tough, mobile quarterback with a 
cannon for an arm and good mobility. He is 
incredibly tough and durable and can take 
a punch as well as anyone. Matt Hassel- 
beck had a great preseason and then hard- 
ly saw the field all year. He really 
improved his arm strength, set-up and 
delivery quickness and passing accuracy, 
Aaron Brooks has all the physical tools 
and showed flashes of ability in the pre- 
season before he went back to being a 
rookie No. 3 QB who ran the opposi- 

tion’s plays in practice. With his 
» size, athleticism, speed and arm 
strength, Brooks will have a bright 
future if he can grasp the system and 
perform against regular-season defenses, 
not the vanilla defenses you see early in 
the preseason. 


RUNNING BACKS = Dorsey Levens is a 


featured back who is a very gifted runner 
with size and speed, a fine pass catcher and 
a more-than-adequate blocker who is very 
good at picking up the blitz. But he lost 
five fumbles and did not have a great aver- 
age per carry in ‘99, FB William Hender- 
son is a good but not great lead blocker and 
above-average receiver with pedestrian 
running skills. Depth is a concern, with 
speedy, young De’Mond Parker's career 
very much up in the air after major knee 
surgery. If ex-Seahawk Ahman Green pans 
out, he could be a huge help. Green has 

size, rare speed and enough of everything 
else with the possible exception of 
toughness to be a 1,000-yard rush- 
er in the NFL. Plus, he can catch 
the ball and return kickoffs. Basil 
Mitchell is a tough, little back who 
catches well and can return kickoffs. 
He is more quick than fast and is tougher 
than his size might suggest. Rookie Ron- 
dell Mealey runs hard and has good hands. 


REGEIVERS » First-round pick Bubba 
Franks should start at tight end and fill a 
huge yoid the Packers had when Mark 
Chmura was hurt last season. Franks is a 
big, fluid, sure-handed athlete who catclies 
the ball like a wide receiver and can be a 
fine blocker. When Chmura went out, 
supersub Tyrone Dayis got a chance to 
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ai PROJECTIONS 


Wahle, entering his first full season at left 
tackle, is a tremendous athlete for a big man. 


WR: 
BILL SCHROEDER vs. COREY BRADFORD 
These two will continue their battle for the 
starting spot opposite Antonio Freeman. 


Mike Sherman becomes the next Mike Holm- 
+ gren, and Favre turns back the olock. 


Favre's deterioration continues, and de- 


fense can't make up for his struggles. 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 
« zis with | ’ 


~ DE. David Bowens, RB Ahman Green, 
Busse) pe i OE John ahatry 


"DE Valighin Booka. P Tommy Hutton, DE Kalth 
Maerieie} ce Fred Vinson 


“RO/PK PLAYER ee ee 
“1/14 TE Bubba Franks ‘Miami (Fla, ) 
“2/44 C "OF Chad Clifton Tennessee 
“3/74_DT Steve Warren Nebraska 


4/98 LB Na’il Diggs _O 
4/114 WR Anthony Lucas Arkansas 


26S Gary Be Ohio State 


426 S Gary Berry _—__— Ohio S 
5/149 DE Kabeer Gbaja-Biamila San Diego St. 
5/151 WR Joey Jamison ‘Texas Southern 


4/98 LBN Ohio State 


7/224 OT Mark Tauscher wisconsin 
7/229 DT Ron Moore NW Oklahoma St. 
7/242 WR Charles Lee Central Florida 
7/249 LB LB Eugene McCaslin Florida 
Louisiana St. St 


7/252 RB Rondel Mealey 


FIVE- VEBR HISTORY 


Start, but instead of taking the bull by the 
horns, he was a huge disappointment. 
Davis never was a very physical blocker, 
but as a receiver he was a TE-sized wide 
receiver with great speed who could really 
do some damage. But last season he could 
not hold on to the ball. Outside, Antonio 
Freeman seemed to lose his intensity and 
fire after holding out for a dream contract. 
Instead of rewarding the Packers for their 
largess, he went from a Pro Bowl-caliber 
receiver to just another receiver. He needs 
to work harder during the offseason and 
regular season to regain his special abili- 
ties. While Freeman was never a burner, he 
could change speed, set up defenders and 
run after the catch extremely well and had 
the ability to get deep when he was on top 
of his game. After catching 33 passes in his 


PSGCCPSCSETCREHETAVRERAREEH EER eeneseee 


first five seasons, Bill Schroeder caught 74 
passes for 1,051 yards and five TDs in "99. 
He is a size-speed, north-south receiver | 
who does not cut well and drops too many, 
Corey Bradford is a big, strong, fast 
youngster who can get deep and make a 
big play, but it would be an understatement 
to call his hands unreliable. If he learns 
to catch and run routes better, he 

could be special. Rookie Anthony 
p Lucas is big and fast and could 
i be a great fourth-round pick who 
" eventually starts if his feet and toes 
don’t complicate the equation, (His toes 
fold over and cause him to run with an 
awkward gait.) 


OFFENSIVE LINE © Frank Winters is still 


one of the game’s best centers, a tough guy 
and a leader, ORT Earl Dotson is an upper- 
echelon player who showed great courage 
playing last year with a bulging disc in his 
lower back. The one knock against Dotson 
is that he has had eight false-start penalties 
in each of the past two years. Ross Verba 
has been a starter at left tackle since his 
rookie season in ’97, After a down sopho- 
more year, he was adequate in ‘99 until he 
got hurt. Mike Wahle moved from guard to 
fill in for Verba and played so well that it 
will be very hard to move him back. 
Unlike the shorter, less athletic Verba, 

fahle looks and moves like a natural left 
tackle and is just 23 years old. Verba is an 
undersized left tackle who may be better 
off at guard once he gets comfortable 
there. The other OG slot is up for grabs. 
Marco Rivera is a limited athlete but a 
tough guy who got better last season but 
still is not more than average. Joe Andruzzi 
is a powerful run blocker but a shaky pass 
protector who has had three different knee 
injuries in three seasons. Raleigh McKen- 
zie is a fine backup who can play guard, 
center and even some tackle, and he start- 
ed the last seven games at left guard last 
season: But after 15 years in the 
league, he fits better as a backup. 

Rookie Chad Clifton is viewed 
as a future starter at either guard or 
tackle and could start right away at 

guard if he learns to use his strength bet- 
ter by playing with more knee bend. 


Defense 


Last season the Packers’ three rookie 
defensive backs picked off a combined 12 
passes. Those three made a big difference 
in the secondary, as the Packers picked off 
a total of 26 passes, or twice as many as’ ff 
they had in “98. But as a whole, the f 
defense never adjusted to new coordinator [| 
Emmitt Thomas’ schemes or the loss of 
Reggie White. Now Thomas is gone, and 
the team will try to regroup. 


NEFENSIVE LINE = Losing White was a 
huge blow. Young Vonnie Holliday is a very 
solid end who can also play tackle on pass- 
ing downs, but he is not a true impact play- 
er with great pass-rush skills. When San- 
tana Dotson is the other tackle, he makes 
plays and looks like a potential all-star, but 
when he has to be the leader, he doesn’t 
respond and is just average. Now that huge 
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Gilbert Brown has lost his mobility and 
play-making ability, Dotson is supposed to 
be the star. Russell Maryland will add 
quickness and White-like leadership, but he 
is not a dominating inside player. Billy 
Lyon, who shared time with Brown, has a 
great motor and enough quickness to be a 
factor in the pass rush but is not an every- 
down player. Rookie Steve Warren is only a 
tad over 6 feet but is 300 pounds and is very 
quick and disruptive. He is a much better fit 
in the new Packers defense than Brown 
would be and could rotate as a rookie. The 
other DE slot, a pass-rush/elephant slot, is 
up in the air. Holliday, who on paper looks 
more like a left end or tackle, actually plays 
better at right end. Ex-Bear and Brown John 
Thierry, ex-Bronco David Bowens and 
rookie Kabeer Gbaja-Biamila are under- 
sized pass-rush types who may fit this 
defense. Thierry is a workout warrior 
who never was instinctive. Bowens is 
a bad boy off the field but is a very 
explosive pass rusher with a great 
first step. Gbaja-Biamila weighs 
just 245 pounds but plays with great 
leverage, runs a 4.7 and can get bigger. 
Cletidus Hunt has the size, speed and ath- 
leticism to be a huge factor, but he must 
learn how to play football and what it takes 
to play in the NFL. As a rookie, he was out 
of position and took too many downs off. 


LINEBACKERS = Brian Williams was the 
one player thriving in Thomas’ system 
until he ruptured his patellar tendon in the 
seventh game of the season. If he can get 
back to where he was, he can be a top 
weak-side ’backer with his speed and play- 


making ability. At times, though, he will 

struggle in pass coverage. Jude Waddy, 

who replaced Williams, has exceptional 

speed and is a very willing hitter, but he’ 

blows way too many assignments. MLB 

Bernardo Harris has size and speed but 

lacks top instincts and is no run stuffer. 

George Koonce has really slipped on the 

strong side. He was released to create 

salary-cap room. The Packers 

hope rookie speedster Na‘il 

Diggs can step in for Koonce and 

give them more speed and playmak- 

ing ability while still holding up against 

the run. But scouts question Diggs’ playing 
strength and say he may be a little stiff, 


DEFENSIVE BACKS = As a rookie, °99 
third-round pick Mike McKenzie started 
every game, had a team-best six intercep- 
tions and showed he was tough enough both 
mentally and physically. He has the size and 
speed you need to play corner in the NFC 
Central against big receivers such as Randy 
Moss, Cris Carter and Herman Moore. 
Antuan Edwards, Green Bay’s °99 first- 
round pick, picked off four passes as an 
extra defensive back but has a lot of growing 
up to do. He is a big, physical, athletic kid 
who needs to learn how to study film and 
focus on the little things. Fred Vinson, the 
dime back as a rookie in ‘99, was dealt to 
Seattle for Green. Tyrone Williams, the 
other corner, reported out of shape and 
looked like a fat cat and major liability until 
he finally rounded into shape. The Packers, 
who are paying Williams more than $3 mil- 
lion a season, have a right to expect more. 
LeRoy Butler may still be one of the best 
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strong safety in the league, but Thomas | 


never could figure out how to use him last 
season, and that really hurt Butler's play. 
Although he once played cornerback, Butler 
plays best when he is lined up close to the 
line. He is a terrific leader and competitor. 
FS Darren Sharper has CB-type speed and 
movement skills and ideal size for a 

safety, but he misses way too many 
» tackles and is very erratic in pass 

coverage. Last season he led the 
team in tackles but also in missed tack- 
les. There is a chance Sharper could move 
to corner across from McKenzie if the Pack- 
ers like what they see of Edwards and rook- 
ie Gary Berry at safety. 


Special teams 


The Packers lost a great punter, Craig 
Hentrich, and a good punter, Sean Lande- 
ta, to free agency and wound up with a ter- 
rible punter, Louie Aguiar, in *99. It is 
hoped that Josh Bidwell is now cancer-free 
and can do the job he was drafted to do last 
season. In case he can’t come back, the 
Packers signed Tom Hutton, a journeyman 
left-footed punter who has kicked in bad 
weather in the past. Ryan Longwell is an 
80-percent-plus placekicker with an ade- 
quate leg, but he did have three kicks 
blocked last season, including a huge one 
vs. the Bears. Part of the problem was 
blocking breakdowns up front. 

Nobody really emerged as a top 
return man. Rookie Joey Jami- 
son was considered the best return 
7 specialist in the draft by the Packers. 
He is tiny and is more quick than fast 
but is very elusive and tough. 


WK7|WK8| WKS! WK 10 WkKid | WKS | WK "7 
S.0.| SEA. | y CAR. | MINN. TB. | ARIZ. 
31-3] 7-27] [ 35-19| 31-03] 20-241 f0-20| 49-24 | 
295| 307] 371) i __327 362] 319 243 475 | sai | 
91 yo} 125] 64) 73] ‘168 79| 407] 12 176 | 1519 | 
Passing yards a8 2a9 | _352 12 168] 192] 307| 229) 139) 283 212| 231 299 3900 | 
a 28 | 29 ee | 35 24 28 12 28 | 386 
1 4 i] 1/ —v 4 1 ry 36 
1| | 0 
1/ of 0 
45 | 30 
4 | 4 


Total net yards | 


Rushing yards 


20 | 130 385 206 | _ 968 22 384 | 3505 
13 | 2 
1 
0 
4 \ 

64 

1 
[2907 1-(4)-0] 1100] 5230] 2807 280] 1200) 28-1420 
Hasselbeck i 2412-0] a [__ 330 = i [100] 615-0 
Levens ~[ne76-0 | 2e-159-1 | 16-49-0 | 99-99:0| 10-12-1| 21-77-1 | 28-106-0| 26-780] 18510) 2347-1] 19-560) “| 36-997 | T0-0-0 | 24-146-4 | 279-1034-9 | 
Mitchell BE z= 50 25-0 | { | 1-1-0] 11-47-0 | _12-49-0 | | 2-10-0 29-117-0 
Parker | | 43 [435-0 | 247-0| 5-190] 19-1132!  6-0-0| i 36-184-2 

-~ 
Favre 28-473] 20-411] 24990] 2240-0] 7-233] 12224] 14-054] 27-40-1| 26502] 2640-0] 24-350] 17-242] 2638-1] 22992] 25-4a-2| 21-341 | 341-595-23 
g394|  pego| godt] 3902] 1200| 1733| 180-1| 267-1| a60-1| goa1| os6-2| 155-1) 9022) 220-0| 248-1 | _3i1-2| 091-22) 
Hasselbeck | 0-3-0 2-6-0 | | 1-1-0 310-0 
> oo] 32-0 — | ot 1 
—— __ RECEIVING = = —— 

Bradiord 2271] 3250] 472-1) 1-190] 1-540 | 3106-1 | 353-0) 335-0] 6941] 225-1 | _ +1507 3430] 228-0] 3-41-0! 37-6975 
| Chmura §-44-0 | 1-11-0| Hh T | ===! | = | if | __ 5-550 | 
Driver [ i t a c | sat-i| a f 331-1 
Freeman Tilt | 6850, 4560| 71522] 1-90) 5-82-1| 2100/ 871-0) 5-110-1) | 773-0| 697-0| 4461| 5560) 5-720] 1-46-0| 74-1074-6 
Henderson 2-12-0 27-0| 2-40 174 | 3300] 3250/ 250] 428-0/ 1-60| 21g-0| sseo] 2 rat [4-1-0] 30-2034 
Levens [e460] 4530[ 9-840/ 557-0 =— resol ama! 3-220 | 4-25-0] 840-0 | 10-99-0| 431-0 3 ¥21-0| 9471 | 9-23-0) 71-5731 
Mitchell iF | | | if [4-0-0] 4-39-0 | sal 1-9:0| _6-48-0 
Parker E I +20| 2601 4-7-0] | | | 4-15-0 
Schroeder 442-1) 4-87-0| 5-85-0 | 7-158-0 | = 3210 | era $-61-0 | 456-0| 4251] 6840) 6710) 6580] 6932) 74-1015 
T. Davis [250-0 | 2-27-0 116-0 BP 110-0 3244] 3-9-0 = Hy S201) 1-50) 222-0! 20-204-2 
Thomason 14-4 2-12-0 | tf: 1-120] 1-7-0 | sai! 385-0) 4ag-o|  14-140-2 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, nee gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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The BEST COVERAGE including current stats, 
game previews, comprehensive game cover- 
age, action photos, personnel changes, front 
office scoops, fan club information, commen- 
tary from former Packer greats, as well as a 
fantastic color player poster in every issue of 
Packer Report. 26 issues for $39.95 plus 
TWO FREE ISSUES! 


To Subscribe Call: 1-5 
Fax: (608) 82 


Cy 26 issues for $39.95 / a) New 2 Renewal 
+ (152 issues for $59.95 


Name: 
Address: 


Email: 


ity: State: Lip: 


Subscribe today and receive TWO FREE Issues. We will then : Payment Method: (1 Check i Money Order 

enter your name as a subscriber for 26 issues at the low price i MasterCard = i Visa © Discover 

of $39.95. PACKER REPORT will be sent to you weekly during : Card Number: 

the pre-season and regular season, five times during the off- Expiration Date: 

season. Get the full inside story on the Packers team players, $0010 


coaches, front office and the NFL! Mail To: PACKER REPORT 
112 Market St., Sun Prairie, WI 53590 
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Green Bay Packers Ba NO. NAME POS, HI. WT. EXP. COLLEGE s 
1265 Lombardi Avenue = 70 Andruzzii Joe OG 63 310 4 S. Connecticut State 8/3 
| Green Bay, Wisconsin 54304 = 47 Bell, Tyrone” CB 6-2 210 1 North Alabama _ 1/0 
| \ 920/496-5700 © 21 Bery,Gary ss 199 FR Ohio State = 
Official Website; www.packers.com = _ 9 Bidwell, Josh P 6-3 225 1 Oregon o/0 
p | Stadium: Lambeau Field ® (96 Bowens, David “DE 6-2 255 2 Wester Iilinois 16/0 
PIN ania Giiae : . 85. a diford, Corey wh 6-1 205 3 Feet State we 
ES ALAS 2 Brooks, Aaron 6-4 205 2 Virginia -_ ) 
Mike Sherman 1999 record: 8-8; Fourth in NFC Central ~ {8 Brown, Bobby WR 6-2 197 _R Notre Dame = 
President and CEO: Bob Harlan; Exec. vice president and general manager: Ron “36 Butler, LeRoy »s 6-0 203 11 Florida State 16/16 
Wolf; Vice president of personnel: Ken Herock; Director of pro personnel: Reggie ® 89 Chmura, Mark —~CS&STCE 6-5 255 9 BostonCollege _ 2/2 
MeKerizie © "76 Clifton, Chad OT 6-5 929 A Tennessee 
Head coach: Mike Sherman ® 10 Coutain, Kenny = WR 6-2 211_-R_ Memphis. = 
Assistant coaches: Larry Beightol, offensive line; Darrell Bevell, offensive assistant/quak @ 61 Curry, Scott OT 65 300 2 Montana  _—«+5/0 
ity controf, Kippy Brown, running backs; Billy Davis, defensive asst./quality control, Ed ~ 60 Davis, Rob — LS 6-3 285 5 ~ Shippensburg 16/0 
“pean pee she nati raid ead bole fi id Jeff wcll tight @ 81 Davis, Tyrone TE 6-4 255 5 Virginia 16/13 
ends, rk Loval, si col , rent Miles, offensy St./quality Gon- =O Din a Tl-t ee ee . bd 
trot, Frank Novak, sacl teams, Bo Pelini, linebackers Tom Rossley offrisive pick eee gee Nee a 6-4 _226_Ri_Ohio Eee 7 
tor, Barry Rubin, strength and conditioning, Ray Sherman, wide receivers, Bob Slowik, © 22 Dotson, Earl oT 6-4 310 8 Texas A&l AS/5 
defensive backs; Lionel Washington, defensive backs asst. = 71 Dotson, Santana DT «6-5-2909 Baylor ___ 12/2 
. . ———— = ® 80 Driver, Donald WR 6-0 175 2 Alcorn State 5/0 
{ PROJECTED DEPTH CHART | § 24 Edwards, Antuan CB 64 205 2 Clemson _ 16/1 
a ae Favre, Brett QB 6-2 +220 10 Southern Mississippi 16/16 
a Se cianaga, Mic =«C«~«~*~S S85 UCLASSCS~*~S~C«SO 
WR 84 SCHROEDER 85 Bradford _80 Driver ® 88 Franks, Bubba TE 6-6 252 RA Miami (Fla.) ~~ 
OLT 68 WAHLE 76 Clifton* «= 86 Freems n, Antonio WR 6-1 ~ 198° 6 Virginia Tech 16/16 
OLG_T8 WNBA __9 8. MoKenzie Sa aa 
7 = = 4 in, Herber racelan' 
i SE TS SE aa ea agen — ® 20 Goodson, Tyrone WR 6-2 195 1 Auburn 0/0 
ORG 62 RIVERA 75 Heimburger _70 Andruzzi = 30 Green, Ahman RB-KR 6-0 215 3 Nebraska ~ 0/0 
ORT 72 E. DOTSON 61 Curry 65 Tauscher __ § 82 Hall, Lamont TE 6-4 260 2 Clemson 14/0 
__TE 88 FRANKS* 811 Davis 82 Hall 83 Sinceno = 50 Harris, Anthony ss LB 6-1-2405 Auburn 410 
WR 86 FREEMAN 87 Lucas" 17 Lee” 20 Goodson . “55 Harris, Bernardo —s« LB 6-2 250 6 North Carolina 16/15 
oc — ® 49 Hart, Lawrence Te 6-4 260 1 Southern _ 0/0 
QB _ 4 FAURE 11 Hasselbeck _ 2 Brooks bd 44 Hasselbeck, Matt OB 6-4 220 2 Boston College 16/0 
| RB 25 LEVENS 30 Green _28 Mitchell __22 Parker = 75 Heimburger, Craig OG 6-2 318 2 Missouri when 
| FB 33 HENDERSON 38 Snider 32 Mealey” # 33 Henderson, William FB 6-1 250 6 North Carolina 16/13 
| {es | 0 Holiday Vonie DE 65 300 _3 North Garolina _16/18 
| = 6 Horinek, Deone — lid 6-2 234 R- Colorado State 0/0 
ee © 97 Hunt, Cletidus DE 6-4 295 2 Kentucky State nA 
| T 7115. 00TSON 98 Lyon _ 99 Smith __ & 12 Hutton,” i 6-1 193 6 Tennessee 14/0 
H NT 67 MARYLAND 95 Warren’ 73 Moore* = = = 41 Jamison, Joey ~_WRKR 5-9 170 A TexasSouthern 
} DRE 91 THIERRY 96 Bowens 94 Gbaja-Biamila* ~ a5Johoeth, et ma Bo Bit. 4 Atehame State a 
; 7 johnson, Kevin B 6. io Sta 
Sie oa eee Ea RS = 23 Johnson, Steve CB 510 178 1 Tennessee 0/0 
MLB 55 B. HARRIS 56 Mays 57 Nelson = LB 6-1 245 9 EasternCarolina 15/15 
WLB 51 8. WILLIAMS 54 Waddy = 17 Lee, Charles WR 6-2 202 _R_Central Florida 
LCB 34 M. McKENZIE 24 Edwards _47 Bell r: = 25 Levens, Dorsey RB 6-1 228 7 Georgia Tech 14/14 
RCB 37 Ty. WILLIAMS 27 McBride _23 S. Johnson " * eee PK 6-0 ia a: Galton 16/0 
- = ® 87 Lucas, Anthony WR 6- rkansaS 
FS a2 SHARPER 24 Edvarde 4G eGarahan 2 ee = 
- _67 Maryland, Russell DT 6-1 300 10 _Miami | (Fla.) 16/16 
EL | 56 Mays. Kivuusama 1B 63248 3_North Carolina 3/0 
} =P SBWWELL 12 Hutton 6 Horinek* e a cond ™ re fi _208 é uel 15/0 
| Sao Dene = 45 McCaslin, Eugene - Florida _ 
ieee 1H back ae 43 McGarrahan, Scott S 6-1 198 3 New Mexico «13/13 
sland masseibec : = © 34 McKenzie, Mike CB 6-0 190 2 Memphis 16/16 
} __PR 41 JAMISON* 24 Edwards _28 Mitchell = 63 McKenzie, Raleigh OG 6-2 290 16 Tennessee 16/7 
} KR_30 GREEN — _ 28 Mitchell 22 Parker - a 32 “Mealey, Rondell RB 6-0 206A _Louisiana State 0/0 
| KC 60 DAVIS = 28 Mitchell, Basil RB 5-10 200 2 Texas Christian 16/2 
th = ——— = ~ © 73 Moore, Ron OT 6-2 316 AR NW Oklahoma State 
Rookie = 46 Morton, Mike LB 6-4 235 6 North Carolina 16/0 
: = S57 Nelson, Jim LB 6-1 238 2 PennState 16/0 
i’ 7000 SCHEDULE | 399 RESUL = 64 Newell, Mike Cc 6-4 300 2 Colorado State 0/0 
All times Eastern Pointspread refers to Green Bay - ME ee 11 Me 5 _ 246 =Br Boson College 
zien, Ds Mond “SB Seeded ce mewn = 4 
Bl Sept.3 N.Y. Jets 4:15pm. | Sept.12 Oakland (85) 2824 ® 4 Pisoan a eS See Sees 
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Sept.17 Philadelphia 1pm. | Sept.26 Minnesota _ (1.5) 23-20 : 43 Sankey, Ben QB 6-2 215 R Wake Forest z 
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} Dec. 17 at Minnesota ipm. | Dec.26 At Tampa Bay (+3.5) 10-29 ® 37 Williams, Tyrone CB 5-11 195 5 Nebraska 16/16 | & 
Dec. 24 Tampa Bay 1pm Jan.2 Arizona (-9) 49-24 a 52 Winters, Frank Cc 6-3 305 14 Western Illinois 16/16 
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he Bears may still be a year or 
two away, but the arrow on them 
now points upward. It could be 
pointed almost straight up if a couple 
of first-round picks return round value 
and a rather unconvention- 
al offense does not 
prove to be a one- 
By year phenomenon. 
The biggest rea- 
sons the Bears are so 
much better are that Mark Hatley has 
dramatically improved the personnel 
department, and that the team has 


added as many good, young players 
as any team in the NFC Central dur- 
ing his tenure. The Bears did a very 
nice job of filling needs this offseason 
with free agents as well as draft 
picks. 

Perhaps the biggest concern for 
the Bears is on offense. Hatley’s first 
two first-round picks, RB Curtis Enis 
and QB Cade McNown, still have not 
really proven that they are champions 
on the pro level. And this season will 
tell whether Gary Crowton’s wide- 
open passing offense is something 
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the league needed a year to catch 
up to or an offense that will help an 
NFL team win. 


Offense 


Crowton’s fast-break, spread-the-field 
offense is nearly a clone of the offense 
Jack Bicknell used with QB Doug Flutie at 
Boston College. It is not something new. 
The Bears entered last season with two 
vagabond, veteran quarterbacks who had 
one combined start and a rookie, but in 
Crowton’s offense, they completed 404 
passes for 4,352 yards and 25 TDs. But the 
Bears did not have a back run for 100 
yards in a game, broke only two runs of 
more than 20 yards all season, averaged 
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just 86.7 rushing yards per game and had 


just four rushing TDs. Those numbers are 
enough to have Walter Payton and George 
Halas turning over in their graves, espe- 
cially when you throw in the fact that 
quarterbacks got 200 of the team’s 1,387 
rushing yards on broken plays. The team’s 
average per carry drops to 3,4 yards if you 
remove the quarterbacks’ 4.1-yard average 
from the equation. 


QUARTERBACKS = it might be unfair to 
call Jim Miller a vagabond quarterback, 
even though he was with four teams before 
hooking on with the Bears. Miller came 
into the league in 1994 and started the "96 
opener for Pittsburgh but was benched 
midway through the game, and for all prac- 
tical purposes, he was done as a Steeler. He 
then went from team to team as a No. 3 
quarterback, never really getting much of a 
chance. He was really an afterthought with 
the Bears to begin the *99 season, but after 
both Shane Matthews and Cade McNown 
got hurt, Miller was all they had left. All he 
did was throw for 422 yards vs. the Vikings 
and 357 ys. the Chargers before coming 
down to earth, In five games, he completed 
110-of-174 attempts (63.2 percent) for 
1,242 yards and seven TDs. He was sus- 
pended for the last four games of the sea- 
son for violating the league’s performance- 
enhancing drug policy after taking an over- 
the-counter weight-loss product he did not 
know included a substance banned by the 
NEL. Matthews, who had been around the 
NFL since 1993. but had never started a 
game before the ‘99 season, completed 
167-of-275 attempts for 1,645 yards with 
10 TDs and six interceptions despite hav- 
ing arather weak arm. But he appears to be 
the odd man out, since the team’s quarter- 
back of the future and perhaps the present 

is ’99 first-rounder McNown. The confi- 

dent southpaw really impressed the 

Bears with his intangibles and 

poise. He has above-average arm 

strength and a knack for scram- 

bling. As a rookie, he had a lot of 

setbacks (a holdout and injuries) but 

still completed 127-of-235 attempts for 

1,465 yards with eight TDs and 10 inter- 

ceptions, and he was the Bears’ second- 

leading rusher with 160 yards on 32 car- 

ries. Going into camp. the starting job is 
McNown’s to lose. 


RUNNING BACKS = Enis came in as the 
savior in °98, after he was the first running 
back drafted and the Bears turned down 
many trade offers from other teams to 
select him. But Enis seemed to act errati- 
cally, held out and then blew out his knee 
later in the season. He was never close to 
100 percent last season, as the knee was 
still a problem, and he finished the cam- 
paign on injured reserve after injuring his 
left elbow and left shoulder. He also was 
ejected from one game for fighting. Enis 
still played in 15 games, rushed for 916 
yards and caught 45 passes. But he did not 
have a run as long as 20 yards and aver- 
aged just 3.2 yards per carry. He also 
appeared a step or two slower and lacked 
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wa MARTY BOOKER 
Big wideout has the potential to develop 
into a special player. 


WR: 
BOBBY ENGRAM vs. THE FELD 
Marcus Robinson Is the clear No. 1 wide- 
out, but it's wide open after him. Engram, 
among others, will have to stay sharp. 


‘One OB establishes oe as a top-flight 
NEL signalcaller. 


Enis can't stay healthy, and the running 
game continues to struggle. 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


DE Phillip Daniels, WR Eddie Kennison, , 
CB Todd McMillon, DE Chris Mims, CB 
Ltnonay se Ss isk Wooden 


RB Edgar Bennett, DT Shane Burton, WR 
Curtis: CONN, P Todd Sauerbrun 


~_1/9_ LB Brian Uriacher 

2/39_S Mike Brown | Nebraska 

3/69 WR Dez White ‘Georgia Tech 

3/87_ LB Dustin Lyman Wake Forest 
4/125 CB Reagie Austin Wake Forest 
6/170 RB Frank Mi Kansas State 
6/174 PK Paul Edinger Michigan State: 
7/223 DE James Cotton Ohio'State 
7/254 S Mike Green Northwestern St: (La.) 


New Mexico 


OBES VERE HISTORY 


the power and explosiveness that had made 

him a high first-round pick. This season 

will show whether he is going to be the 

Bears’ top back or never be anything 

special. The Bears do not use a true 

fullback very often. James Allen 

backed up Enis last year. Kick 

returner Glyn Milburn was used as 

a third-down back at times and broke 

a 49-yard scoring run. He also had a 30- 

yard run but had just 23 yards on his other 
14 carries. 


RECEIVERS = The Bears need to get more 
out of their contingent of tight ends. Ryan 
Wetnight is basically a pumped-up wide 
receiver who catches well but averaged 
just 7.3 yards per catch in '99, John Allred 
has not really panned out since the Bears 


made him a surprise second-round pick 
(38th overall) in "97, but he is not a bad fp 
blocker and has OK hands. Alonzo Mayes 
showed flashes of ability as a rookie and 
looks the part, but he was not very good f 
and seemed to get complacent as a second- 
year man last season. At wide receiver, 
Marcus Robinson would be the poster boy 
for NFL Europe if not for Kurt Warner. 
The Bears made the size-speed project 
their fourth-round pick in '97, and in his | 
first two NFL seasons he caught only four | 
passes, But Robinson went to Europe in 
*98, learned how to play, gained confi- 
dence and started to dominate, He carried 
that over to the NFL in ‘99, catching 84 
passes for 1,400 yards and nine scores, 
Robinson is a big, fast, vertical receiver 
who uses his size very well to come down 
with jump balls but is still raw around the 
edges and will drop some. He is not a pure 
catcher, but his size, speed and jumping 
ability combined with an improved work 
ethic and experience make him a constant 
home-run threat. Bobby Engram is a very 
solid possession receiver who is fearless | 
catching in a crowd and works the under- | ~ 
neath and middle areas very well. Former | 
Ram and Saint Eddie Kennison is an errat- | 
ic, mistake-prone player who has the best 
40-time but rarely plays to his 4.3 speed. 
He was more consistent and focused last | 
season in New Orleans, and he has return | 
and run-after-the-catch skills. Marty Book- | 
er showed a lot of promise as a rookie, but | 
fellow third-round pick D’Wayne Bates |” 
was almost a forgotten man. Booker is a | 
heavily built, Sterling Sharpe type of body | 
receiver who could be special but has a lot | 
of ifs. Bates was a top prospect at North- | 
western before he hurt his knee. He still is | 
big and athletic with good, not great, hands | ~ 
and a big wingspan. Dustin Lyman, a259- | 
pound inside linebacker from Wake Forest |} 
with 4.7 speed and soft hands, will be 
given every chance to upgra de the | 
. team at tight end and/or H-back 

> this fall. Rookie WR Dez White 
P is built like a 200-plus-pound half- } 
back and has big-play speed, but he is | 
not a consistent catcher, especially when | 
he must react quickly to shorter throws. He 
was projected as a possible first-round pick | 
at one point and could be a steal if he 
improves his concentration. 


OFFENSIVE LINE » If Olin Kreutz contin- 
ues to improve, he will be the best centerin | 
the NFC this season. He is quick, tough 
and athletic. ORG Chris Villarrial is a 
strong, physical run blocker who is getting 
better on pass protection but will never be 
a dancing bear. Todd Perry has been a 
steady but far from overpowering left 
guard who is coming off a down year. He 
signed a one-year contract with the 

Bears because he didn’t attract much 
interest as a free agent in the off- 
season. With Perry signed, the 

Bears can take their time develop- 

ing Rex Tucker as his eventual 
replacement. Tucker is big and mobile | 
but is still on the raw side. OLT Blake } 
Brockermeyer is a much better pass pro- | 
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tector than run blocker and had a good year 
pass blocking in 99. ORT James Williams 
is so huge that getting around him is like 
circumnavigating the globe. 


Tt would be an upset if the Bears don’t 
have at least four new starters on this unit, 
which was ineffective against the run and 
the pass and gave up way too many big 
plays in *99. Many people asked if Greg 
Blache, once a top DL coach, was in over 
his head as a coordinator. But he was 
playing with a short deck last season, In 
the offseason, the Bears added Phillip 
Daniels, a good, young defensive end 
who will only get better; Thomas Smith, 
a top cornerback; Shawn Wooden, a 
decent safety; Brian Urlacher, who many 
rated as the best defender in the draft who 
did not play at Penn State; and Mike 
Brown, who may have been the best safe- 
ty in the country. 


DEFENSIVE LINE » DT Mike Wells is not 
a pass rusher, but he is a top run stuffer 
who must be double-teamed on running 
plays up the middle. Jim Flanigan, a good, 
solid move tackle who can rush the passer, 
complements him well. Both players will 
be spelled by ’99 second-round pick Rus- 
sell Davis, who began last year as a start- 
ing end but then burned out quickly. Davis 
has the tools to be either an anchor tackle 
like Wells or a move tackle like Flanigan. 
Daniels has all the tools to develop into a 
top end and was a pretty good one in Seat- 
tle last year. Bryan Robinson is a big, 


anchor type of left end who is tough to run 
on. Chris Mims can play end or tackle and 
can be effective if he is in shape and 
under 300 pounds. Clyde Simmons 
still looked as though he could 
» rush the passer early in °99 
before tiring at the end of the sea- 
son. Simmons, who started with 
Buddy Ryan in Philadelphia, was 
among the sack leaders for half of last sea- 
son but then started playing like a 35-year- 
old. He has 121 career sacks. Van Tuinei, a 
part-time starter at end in “99, is an over- 
achiever who is a Blache favorite. 


LINEBACKERS » Urlacher is a superior 
athlete with tremendous size, speed, 
strength, hands and coordination. He is 
also a great competitor and a dominating 
player. He can line up at any LB position, 
strong safety, defensive end, tight end, H- 
back or fullback and return, block or cover 
kicks. The Bears must resist the temptation 
to use him in too many ways and just leave 

him at one spot, Right now, that spot is 
going to be either strong-side or mid- 
dle *backer, Barry Minter has lost a 
» step and is best suited for the 
weak side, but he can play in the 
+~ middle. The Bears really liked what 
they saw of Warrick Holdman at weak- 
side “backer during his rookie season. 
Journeyman Sean Harris can play all three 
positions. Khari Samuel, who plays the 
middle, and Rosevelt Colvin, an edge rush- 
er, had their moments as rookies in “99, 


DEFENSIVE BAGKS = Smith is the best 


corner the Bears have had since Donnell 


a 


Woolford was in his prime. Smith is a 
cover, hit and support corner whose 
biggest flaw is hard hands that lead him to 
drop a lot of potential interceptions. Walt 
Harris, the other corner, has all-star abili- 
ty but loses his concentration and tech- 
nique way too often and winds up giving 
up big plays. After starting every game as 
a rookie at free safety and as a sophomore 
at strong safety, Tony Parrish is sure to 
start at one safety spot, most likely 

strong. He is a big hitter with speed 
p> but is not a natural ballhawk. 
® Nebraska’s Brown gets very 
high grades for his toughness, 
| instincts, tackling and competitive- 

ness, Wooden is good enough to play 
if the rookie is not ready, Converted run- 
ning back and workout warrior Jerry 
Azumah started two games as a rookie 
and looks as though he can become a 
good third corner. 


Last season Keith Armstrong's units did 
a fine job of covering kickoffs and punts, 
and Milburn made the Pro Bow] as a return 
man. But the Bears’ kicking game rivaled 
the Raiders’ as the NFL’s most inept, and it 
made a big difference for a team whose 
first four losses were all by seven 
points or less. Chicago placekick- 
ers missed 15 field goals and 
were just 4-of-10 on tries between 
30 and 39 yards, The Bears may scan 
the waiver wire carefully for a kicker if 
rookie Paul Edinger and holdover Jaret 
Holmes struggle. 
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* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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Sept. 10 at Tampa Bay 1 p.m. Sept. 19 Seattle ; (+3) 13-14 = 67 Shepherd Gannon OT 6-8 304 R Duke 
Sept. 17_ N.Y. Giants 4:15 pam. Sept. 26 At Oakland (47) 17-24 | 96 Simmons, Clyde DE 6-5 292 15 Westernn Carolina 16/0 
: — Oct.3 _ New Orleans (0) 1410 ® 29 Smith, Frankie s 5-9 182 8 Baylor 15/0 
Sept. 24 Detroit 1pm. : - = = 25 Smith, Thomas CB. 5-11 190 8 North Carolina 16/16 
Oct.1 at Green Bay 4:15 pm. Oct. 10 At Minnesota (+12) 24-22 = “46 Still, Bryan WR 5-11. 174 5 Virginia Tech 0/0 
| Oct.8 New Orleans 1pm, | Oct.17 Philadelphia (-6)_16-20_ - 38 we Cordell ee eo 180 3 Hampton ‘i a8 0 
a | i y Oct.24 At Tampa Bay (+9) 3-6 ucker, Rex ~ exas AL r 
| Sa ed so 737 cial Waatncn 2.48 = _90 Tuinei, Van DE 6-4 275 4 Arizona ies | J) 
Oct. 22 Philadelphi Oct. 3 Washingto (+8) 8 2 ope _______I6 
. a fan be Tpims |) Naviv Ak Green Bay (49) 1413 & 54 Urlacher, Brian LB 6-3 249 R_ New Mexico a 
Oct.29 Open NOV. 14 Mi 5 (65) 24-277 58 Villarrial, Chris OG 6-4 310 5 Indiana (Pa.) 15/15 
Nov.5 Indianapolis ipa new : — ar a ar 4 67_Ward, Chris DE 6-4 275 2 Kentucky — 0/0 (\ 
1 Nov.12 atBulfalo ipm. * J : e 27 Wells, Mike OT 63 315 8 lowa 16/16 
lov. 25 At Detroit (+5) 17-21 @ 89 Wetnight, Ryan TE 6-2 236 8 Stanford 16/4 
Nov.19 “Tampabay 1PM: | Dec.5 _ Green Bay (43.5) 19-35 % 19 White, Dez WR 6-0 219 R_Georgia Tech a 
Nov, 26 at N.Y. Jets 1 p.m. Dec.12 BYE me 60 Wiegmann, Casey  C 6-3 295 5 lowa 16/0 3 
Dec.3 Green Bay 8:20 p.m. Dec. 19 Datroit G3) 28-10 - 63 Williams, Brad OG 6-4 286 R Notre Dame 
. = e _71 Williams, James OT 6-7__340 10 Cheyney (Pa.) State 16/16 by 
Dec.10_NewEngland __1 p.m. | Dec. 26 AtSt. Louis (+10) 12-34 § ~35 Williams, John CB_57 180 3 Southern oo | & 
Dec.17_atSan Francisco _4:05p.m. | Jan.2 Tampa Bay (43.5) 6-20 ® 79 Wisne, Jerry OT 6-6 308 2 Notre Dame 7A | 
Dec. 24 at Detroit 1pm. * Overtime ~ 22 Wooden, Shawn Ss 5-11 205 5 Notre Dame 15/6 
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Give the gift of life... jee Dene 


have the time of your life... 


with Thirty (30) current & former 


CHICAGO BEARS anp CHICAGO CUBS 
PLAYERS! 


ENJOY FOUR (4) DAYS OF FUN IN THE SUN INCLUDING: 


%* DESERT OLYMPICS * * CUBS SPRING TRAINING GAME * 
* HORSEBACK RIDING * * GOLF TOURNAMENT * 
* AWARDS DINNER « 


To benefit the Illinois Secretary of State's Organ Donor Program 


For more information, complete the form below and mail to: 
Cubby Bear North * 21661 N. Milwaukee Avenue ¢ Lincolnshire, IL 60069 
or phone Resorts International Travel at 800-283-7170 


Name: 
Addkess: 
ya a 


1 th —————— yy 
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J} ennis Green is entering his ninth 
i} season as the Vikings’ head 

| coach. In his first eight years, Min- 
| nesota made the playoffs seven times 
and won the NFC Central three times 
despite having a new opening-day 
quarterback virtually 
every season. But, 
while Green has 
enjoyed great regu- 
lar-season Success, 
his teams have been major postsea- 
son disappointments and have only 
once made it to the NFC champi- 


PHOTO BY TOM BERG 


onship game. 

Green is known as a players’ coach 
who wants almost all the power in his 
hands when it comes to drafting and 
keeping players, as a gambler on per- 
sonnel matters and as a tremendous 
motivator. When his gambles on play- 
ers such as Randy Moss pan out, he 
looks like a genius, but when he takes 
a Dimitrius Underwood, the local press 
jumps all over him. When you buy B- 
rated bonds, you can hit it big or get 
burned badly. 

The key to the Vikings’ future may 


be QB Daunte Culpepper, their first 
first-round pick in ‘99. When Green 
took Culpepper over some badly 
needed defensive studs, he proudly 
announced that he personally had 


Culpepper rated as the best quarter- ‘a 
back in a draft with Tim Couch, Akili | 5 
Smith, Donovan McNabb and Cade Q 
McNown. As a rookie, Culpepper was | (\| 
clearly not ready and was asked only & 
to learn and run the opposition’s wy 

; 3 ; = 
offense in practice. And, since ) 
Culpepper got typical first-round QB Ps 
money, he will be a big drain on the & 

ee 
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PREVIEWS : 


salary cap unless he starts. 


The Vikings were unstoppable with 
Brian Billick as offensive coordinator in 
98. After he left for Baltimore and Chip 
Myers died, Ray Sherman went from WR 
coach to coordinator. But once Sherman 
Lewis became available this year, Green 
hired him, Sherman left after being asked 
to go back to coaching receivers. Billick’s 
system focused on throwing the ball down 
the field more and going for broke, while 
Lewis favors the West Coast offense. 


QUARTERBACKS «= Green's biggest mis- 
take may have been awarding Randall 
Cunningham a five-year, $28 million con- 
tract after the “98 season. Granted, 
Cunningham put up great numbers in 98 
with Billick directing him every step of the 
way, but his track record said that wouldn't 
last, and it didn’t. After six games last sea- 
son, the Vikings were 2-4, the team’s great 
receivers were getting frustrated, Cunning- 
ham looked clueless without Billick and 
the team lost confidence in the QB. Finally, 
Green replaced Cunningham with the 
much-maligned Jeff George, and George 
saved the season. The receivers all wanted 
George back because he throws the ball as 
well as anyone in football, has a superior 
arm and release and gets the ball to the 
receivers in a hurry so that they don’t get 
hung out to dry. But after the offseason, 
Green told George he did not want him 
anymore, at least until Cunningham, now 
37, refused to restructure his contract and 
Dan Marino turned down a chance to start 
for a season and keep the seat warm until 
Green felt Culpepper was ready. But Green 
offered George such a bad, one-year deal 
that the QB left to be the backup in Wash- 
ington, and Green gave Culpepper the top 
job. Culpepper is huge (6-4, 250-plus), ath- 
letic and has a very strong arm, but he 
looked lost mentally as a rookie. The dark 
horse is Todd Bouman, who looked yery 
good in NFL Europe in 99 and had a much 
better preseason in ‘99 than Culpepper. You 
can see some similarities between 

Bouman, who will be 28 when the 

season starts, and Kurt Warner. But 
Green is not sold on Bouman, so 
he may never get a real chance. 

Bubby Brister, who will turn 38 in 
August, was signed as the backup, but 
unless Culpepper has made huge strides, he 
may have to start. Cunningham was 
released to create salary-cap room. 


RUNNING BACKS = For the past few 
years, the Vikings have had great success 
using Robert Smith as their top back and 
calling on Leroy Hoard in short-yardage 
and goal-line situations and to spell Smith. 
Smith is a speedy, skillful, athletic runner 
who has thin legs and is not very durable. 
Hoard is a bulldozing, inside, power run- 
ner. To give you an idea of how they com- 
plement each other, look at their ‘99 statis- 
tics: Smith carried 221 times for 1,015 
yards and two TDs and had 24 catches. 
Hoard rushed 138 times for 555 yards and 


a i PROJECTIONS 


With a year under his belt, the Vikings 
expect more from their uh cornerback. 


OLG: 
BRAD BADGER vs. CORBIN LAGINA 
These two will battle for the right to place 
Randall McDaniel. But don't count out Chris 
Liwienski, who came on late last year. 


Daunte Cuipapber ‘ose 8 as wall ‘as ‘head 
coach Dennis Green thinks he can: 


Culpepper is overwhelmed, thus slowing 
his growing ee 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


OL Brad. Badger OB Bubby 'Brister, LB | 
Craig Sauer, Re Farmar? Emi 


€ Jeff Christy, ai sr tans QB 
Randall Cunningham, CB Jimmy Hitchcock, 
OG Randall McDaniel, WR Jake Reed 


a5 BT. Chris Hovan Boston College 

DT Fred Robbins Wake Forest 

oan DE Michael Bolreau Miami (Fla) 
_3/88 RB Doug Chapman Meshal 


7/240 © Mike Malano 
7/244 TE Giles Cole 


7/248 OG Lewis ny 


10 TDs and had 17 catches. That adds up 
to 359 carries for 1,570 yards and 12 TDs 
and 41 catches. If the Vikings can’t 
afford Hoard, or decide that the 32- 
year-old is too old, they may try to 
> replace him with Moe Williams 

or rookie Doug Chapman, FB/H- 
back Jim Kleinsasser dropped too 
many passes and lost confidence in his 
hands, but he has soft hands and is a pow- 
erful man who can flat-out block. 


RECEIVERS = At presstime, all the 
Vikings had at tight end was Carlester 
Crumpler, a big target with average skills, 
and Andrew Jordan. But they don’t use 
the tight end a lot because they have so 
much talent at wide receiver. Randy Moss 
may be the most gifted wideout ever to set 


EES SSSR EHRRAEEE ERR 


foot on a football field. He has great size, 
rare speed, jumping ability and ball skills, 
pillow-soft, large hands and great running | 
skills and vision. However, he has stretch- } 
es when it looks as though he stops com- 
peting and has numerous concentration | 
lapses. Just when there were whispers that 
Cris Carter was starting to decline, he had 
one of his best seasons, catching 90 pass- 
es for 1,241 yards and 13 touchdowns. 
Carter, 34, is the prototypical possession 
receiver, He may have the best hands in 
football, is still very quick into and out of 
his breaks, has great savvy and is a 
eines leader who has played a 
». large role in Moss’ success. Many 
| people feel Moss would have 
| been a bust if not for Carter, 
who has served as a big brother to 
him. Matthew Hatchette will replace 
Jake Reed as the No. 3 receiver, Hatch- 
ette has’ size and speed and lots of skill. 
He averaged a team-best 20 yards per 
catch in *99, 


DFFENSIVE LINE « For the last three or | 
four years, the Vikings had the same start- 
ing offensive line. Last season OLT Todd 


Steussie, OLG Randall McDaniel, C Jeff | 


Christy, ORG David Dixon and ORT 
Korey Stringer each started all 18 games. 
But age and salary considerations led the | 
Vikings to cut McDaniel and then to let 
Christy go to Tampa Bay in free agency. 
Harvard product Matt Birk has a big fan in 
OL coach Mike Tice and should be able to 
fill one of the open spots, but that leaves 
one hole and almost no quality depth. 
Corbin Lacina can be a stopgap starter as 
a guard but is far from what you want. Jay 
Humphrey blocked for Ricky Williams as 
a college tackle at Texas, but he is not very 
athletic. Two former first-round picks start 
at the tackle slots. After a couple of Pro 
Bowl-caliber seasons, Steussie suddenly 
became a fat cat and played very poorly 
for much of the 99 campaign before get- 
ting in shape and settling down. There 
were times early in the season when | 
his feet looked as though they were | 
planted in cement, Stringer got } 
his weight down to about 340 
pounds and may have been the 
team’s best lineman. He has dominat- 


ing ability and is surprisingly athletic for oe 


his size. Dixon has rare size and strength 
and is an effective muscle-and-maul type 
of player. 


Defense 


The Vikings haye some very good 


defensive players to build around but were = 


hurting at defensive end and defensive | 
back last season. They drafted defensive 
linemen with all three of their picks in the 
first two rounds and took a defensive back 
and a linebacker in Round Four. 


DEFENSIVE LINE = For the first three | 
months of last season, the Vikings were 
shifting John Randle between end and 
tackle or just leaving him outside, and he 
looked like a declining player who was 
pressing. Then, in December, they left him 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


inside, and he played like the Tasmanian 
Devil. Randle is very quick and explosive 
and works himself into a frenzy, NT Jerry 
Ball can only play a limited number of 
snaps because he is too old and heavy, but 
he is a real load and still has some initial 
quickness. Tony Williams is very quick 
and active and complements Ball well. 
Williams will play on passing downs. 
First-round pick Chris Hovan is projected 
to start at left end even though he general- 
ly played tackle in college. Hovan has a 
great motor, very quick hands, a quick 
first move and great vision, but he is 
— not as tall or fast as you would like 
» an end to be. Fred Robbins’ will 
" work on the nose, and Michael 
Boireau will get a chance to start at 
right end. Robbins is an underachiever 
with size, speed and talent, while Boireau 
was considered a reach but has some pass- 
rush ability and upside potential. Fernando 
Smith, a former Vikings second-round 
pick, returns from Baltimore, where as a 
third defensive end, he had his second-best 
year and picked up the intensity level. 
Smith is not that fast, but he has a huge 
wingspan and some pass-rush ability. John 
Burrough could be a sleeper if he can stay 
healthy. 


LINEBACKERS » The Vikings are toying 
with the idea of shuffling all three of their 
starting linebackers. They took a'look at the 
new alignment in minicamp. Ed McDaniel 
goes back to the weak side, where his lack 
of size will be less of a factor and he can 
protect his surgically repaired knees better. 
Dwayne Rudd moves from the weak side to 


the strong side. Although his finesse style is 

less than ideal for a “Sam” “backer, Rudd's 

speed and athleticism will be tremendous 

assets there. Kailee Wong goes from the 

strong side to the middle, where his size 

would be an asset but his instincts, abili- 

ty to handle blockers and stuff runners 

will be the key. McDaniel, who 

gets a pricy salary and is 31, 

could be challenged if rookie Anto- 

nio Wilson, a workout warrior, has a 

very strong training camp, or if the 

coaches fall in love with ex-Falcon Craig 

Sauer, a very smart but undersized "backer 
who has very good anticipation. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS = Robert Griffith may 
have played as well as any strong safety in 
football last season, He has been a real 
standout the past three years. He is CB 
sized but LB tough and can move around 
like a corner. FS Orlando Thomas missed 
Way too many tackles last season and did 
not make nearly as many plays on the ball 
as he had earlier in his career. CB Kenny 
Wright wound up starting the last 14 
games (including playoffs) as a rookie and 
was so-so. He has toughness, size and 
speed, and the coaches seem to be con- 

vinced that he will just get better. They 

m— also love the upside of former WR 

Robert Tate. He came on fast after 

» moying to defense last season 
and will get every chance to start at 
the other corner. He is tough, athletic 

and really took to the change in position 
quickly. The fact that he was a very good 
high school cornerback really helped him 
make the move back. Rookie Tyrone 


NME-BY-GAME STATISTICS 


TEAM STATISTICS 


Carter, an All-America safety at Minneso- 
ta, is a litle shorter than 5-8 but hits like a 
linebacker. The Vikings’ coaches feel that 
he can make the move from safety to cor- 
nerback after watching him work out as a 
corner. He reminds some of Buffalo’s 
Antoine Winfield. 


Gary Anderson was perfect in ’98 until 
the NFC championship game, but last year 
he looked like a 40-year-old kicker. He 
missed some easy kicks early in the year. 
Kicking in the favorable condition of the 
Metrodome half the time, he was 15-of-19 
on attempts of less than 40 yards and just 
4-of-11 on tries of 40 yards or more, with 
a long field goal of 44 yards. He can’t kick 
off anymore, but P Mitch Berger is an 
excellent kickoff man with a cannon for a 
leg. As a punter, Berger really booms the 
ball, but he has never developed his direc- 
tional skills. Moss is one of the most dan- 
gerous punt returners in the game, and Tate 
does a nice job on kickoffs. David Palmer, 
who hurt his knee midway through the 799 
season, is an excellent return man who can 
double as a third-down back, but unless he 

agrees to a substantial salary reduction, 
he will be let go. Rookie Troy Walters 
could be a shorter, faster, more reli- 
able version of Palmer. Walters 
is a terrific player even though he 
is just 5-6/4, With Berger punting 
and kicking off, nobody returned a punt 
more than 25 yards or a kickoff more than 
38 yards against Minnesota last season, 
while the Vikings scored on two kickoff 
returns and one punt return. 


__WKS| —WK6!—WK7) WKB! WKS] =WK10| WK12| WK15| WKi6| WK17/ TOTALS 
OPPONENT | CHi.| DET.|S.F.| DEN. | DAL. CHL. s G.B.| M.Y.G.| DET. 
Score E 22-24| 23-25| 40-16| _23.00| _ 97-17| 97-24 | 95-07 2420] 34-17] 24-17 | 
Total not yards 209| 354] san 364 | = 807 326[ 305 a8 379 5793 
Rushing yards 115] | 76 174 137. 1804 
Passing yards 184 | = 204 242 3989 
Bushiog plays 2 1} | 26 25 a 422 
1 ae Sr a) Er) eee ry eT 1 43 
Had intercepted eH | 0 2 ‘ 2] 21 
Furnbles lost 2] Oo} 1 19 
Yards penalized | 85 80 45. 955 
Punts 6 4 1 61 
| Time of poss. 33:17 | 29:06) 33:26} 37:35] 30:42. 29:27 
Total net yards 402/360 | 319 344 302 5597 
[Rushing yards | 162 | 71] 24 | 8 107 76 | 16 1617 
Passing yards 240 [289 |" _ 286 | 78 | 180 | 78 2i2| 268 | 286 | 3980 | 
| Rushing plays 33 ar; 24) 33 | 25 | 21] 30, 28 27 14] 413 
Sacks allowad These 3] 1 4] 3| 4 i ~ 4 5 |. 7 46 
Had intercepted = ol o 27 eT? | Oo! 2] 1 1! 2 1 1 12 
Fumbles lost| 3 i! 0 1} 0 1] 0] 2] 1 +] 1 0 1 18 
Yards penalized a) 78 | a7 74 | 23] 50} ‘104 39 55 102 | 57. 40 a7 880 
Punts Z| 2 6 | 3 5 5 | 2 4 4 6 6 ral 2 4 69 

i DUA ‘ 
I 
Cunningham | -3-12-0.| 1-0-0 | 2-1-0 1-3-0|  3-42-0 | Sil | | j | 10-58-06 
George | el 2 i | | 4-00) 5-1-0) 7-1-0 | 3(apo0 1-170! 340) 1-1-0] _ 16-41-0 
Hoard [72-50-0|2--1)-0! 4-1-1 | | 517-0 13-45-41 | 17-1051 18-84-0| 21-870 | 728-0] 6-28-1 65-1) 621-2] 7-41-1| 198-555-10 
M. Willianss ale [2100 | 24-0 | 210] 6251] 49:0] 620-0 [ | [_ 280 24-69-1 
R. Smith 16-47-0 | 11-24-0 21-85-0| 19-59-0 | 12-107-0| _4-14-0 | [| 20-83-0 | 26-1040 | _20-7-0 | 21-118-0| 19-54-0| 16-1461 | 2297-1 | Bo1-1015-2 
Cunningham 2233-0) 2330-2] 16922] 2634-1] 2547-3] 10154 = = i 7 ] 124-200-9 
184-1 | 364-2| 244-1 | 296-4] 909-1 78-0 es : I 1475-8 

George ] 0-1-0 10-124 | 15-28-17 17-200] 17-30-1[ 2544-1 | 28-43-2/ 26452| 159230| 1629-0] 10-21-2| 14-242] 191-329-12 
ee 0-0 | 214-2| 2503| 2182] 2183/ 374-3/ 363-4] 271-1] 1902) 256-2! 185-0| 275-1 2816-23 
Carter 7701 |" 5700] 3-060] 6-310] 662.01 445-1] 784-1 | 8-144-2| 9-164] 9541-3] 11-1362] 642-1] 1-220 [_§-131-1 | 352-0] 90-1281-13 
Glover 337-0 |" “460-0 | 243.0) “2971 { s4e0| 2420] t-50| 211-0/ 120] 1201 1440) 160) 228-0 | 1-23-0|  _28-327-4. 
Hatchette re lz |__t-22-0] | 288-1 5 _ | 230-1 | 440-0 | __9-180-2 
Hoard 2240] 120] a [1-200 | ! —=1s5t 324-0 | 661-0 | 214-0 
Jordan | aS 10! Tato, 
Kleinsasser =n aera 290 | 2-19)-0 | I | 5 [710 = a 
Mills i | | 1-14-0 | i ] 2-16-0 | ii | i 
Moss 324-0| 486-0 | 243-1] 47202 | 6122-0 | 10-125-1| 1-240| 3390| 601-2| 120080] 74071] 20201 S7e4| 1312) 3ae0 
Mo: 1 13-1 ah at oo} S830 = 23 
Palmer 1-3-0 | 1-6-0 at 2-16-0 | | + ra } 
A. Smith | 360| 1-6-0! 3-190] 6210! 12/0) f | 15-0| 568-0) 221-0 1-9-0 
Reed 243-0 | 6100-1] 6-108-0] 2-47-01 4-23-0| 30601 saa0 | 3180 | #461] 6-630] 341-0] 573-0 


* Doesn't incitide all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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. WIKINGS F ri 
Minnesota Vikings 3 
9520 Viking Drive = 75 Abernathy,Chad OT _—6-5_302_'1_ Arkansas 0/0 
Eden Prairie, Minnesola 55344 = 1 Anderson,Gary PK _—*5-11_ 17019 Syracuse 16/16 
Saegsete Tonndemecean = 74 Badger, Brad ‘OG 64 298 4 Stanford 14/4 
Stadium: H.H. Humphrey Metrodome ~ 96 Ball, Jerry DT 6-1 330 14 Southern Methodist 13/10 
Capacity: 64,121 = 30 Banks, Antonio CB 5-10 195 3 Virginia Tech 5/1 
Playing surface: AstroTurf = 32 Bass, Anthony DB 6-1 200 3 Bethune-Cookman 14/3 
1999 record: 10-6; Second in NFC Central = _17 Berger, Mitch P 6-4 221 5 Colorado 16/0 
Owners: Red McCombs, Charline McCombs — z eet Met a or = ao 3 eaten a5 
President: Gary Woods; Exec. V.P.-business operations: Mike Kelly; Director of foot- ~ 8 Rounian Todd OB 62 297 3 St.Cloud ) —$<a 00 
ball administration Rob Brzezinski; V.P.-player personnel: Frank Gilliam; Director of « ! = 
pro personnel: Pau! Wiggin em _34 Bradford, Paul CB 5-9 185 2 Portland State 0/0 
Head coach-V.P. of football operations: Dennis Green = _6 Brister, Bubby QB 6-3 205 13 NE Louisiana 2/0 
Assistant coaches: Charlie Baggett, wide receivers; Dean Dalton, quality control; John @ _91 Burrough, John DE 6-5 276 6 Wyoming 10/2 
Fontes, outside linebackers; Carl Hargrave, running backs; Chuck Knox Jr., defensive - 80 Carter, Cris WR 6-3. 220 14 Ohio State 16/16 
sive line; Fred vonAppen, defensive line; Trent Walters, outside linebackers; Steve Wetzel, ~ 48: Cercone, Matt TE 6-5-2565." _1..Arizone State 0/0 
strength and conditioning, Alex Wood, quarterbacks; Gary Zauner, special teams. = 35 Chapman, Doug RB 5-10 215 R_ Marshall 
—-- —______ — —S = 5 Cockerham, Billy QB 6-1 217 FR _Minnesota 
PR we 5 _47 Cole, Giles TE 66 230 A Texas A&M-Kingsville 
® 95 Council, Keith DE 6-6 285 1 Hampton 0/0 
m= 14 Crosland, Andy PK 6-3 220 A Miami (Fia.) 
WR 80 C. GARTER 89 Hatchette _81 Walsh = 87 Crumpler, Carlester TE 6-6 253 7 East Carolina 1A 
OLT 73 STEUSSIE 76 Liwienski —_ ™ 11 Culpepper, Daunte QB 6-4 250 2 Central Florida 0/0 
OLG 63 LACINA 74 Badger % _7 Cunningham, Randall QB 6-4-2138 15 UNLV 6/6 
C 78 BIRK 60 Withrow ® 50 Dalton, Antico LB 6-1 241 14 Hampton 3/0 
Boer rieeae ——cebaer ® “65 Dmen, San OT 67 a8 1 Steno 00 
Pre q = = ° ittman, 6-7 1 1 Stan 
SET ME SE ® "71, Dixon, David OG 65 346 7 Arizona State 1616 
TE 85 JORDAN 87 Crumpler _86 Fann &% _72 Engelhardt, Tim DT 62 279 A New Mexico State 
WR B84 M0SS ss 89 Hatchette 81 Walsh | 82 Walters* ® 86 Fann, Chad TE 6-3 250 7 Florida A&M 15/3 
QB T1CULPEPPER 6 Brister 8 Bouman = 23 Gray, Torrian s 6-0 196 4 Virginia Tech 0/0 
RB 26 R. SMITH 35 Chapman _21 M. Williams «= 24 Griffith, Robert s 5-11 198 7 San Diego State 16/16 
FB 40 MLEINSASSER 33 Morrow © 53 Hall, Lemanski LB 6-0 235 6 Alabama 10/0 
Cs = oS Mat oe Goloado 10 
: wm 41 Heffner-Liddiard, Brody TE 6-4 234 RF Colorado 
_DLE 99 HOVAN* 91 Burrough _92 Boireau" ® "99 Hovan, Chris DT 6-2 305 R_ Boston College 
NT 96 BALL 94 T. Williams 98 Robbins* = 67 Humphrey, Jay oT 6-6 313 2 Texas A&M 0/0 
UT 93 RANDLE 94 T. Williams 98 Robbins* = 55 Johnson, Olrick LB 6-0 244 2 Florida A&M 8/0 
DRE 90 FE SMITH 97 Sawyer _‘92. Boireau" _ & 25 Jones, Carlos CB 5-11. 190 1_- Miami (Fla.) o/0 
Sts Bz wewl —_s9Ssuer_ 54 Wilson © “Bi kaly Lovie OT 64270 A South Carona Stale 
= is i 
PALE BE See SO Dalton = 46 Kidd, Car CB 61 205 4 Arkansas 0/0 
WL8 57 BUDD 59 Sauer 55 Johnson = 40 Kleinsasser, Jim FB (6-3 272 2 North Dakota 137 
LCB 20 WRIGHT 29 Rogers 46 Kidd ® 63 Lacina, Corbin OG 6-4 302 7 Augustana 14/0 
RCB 28 TATE ___29 Rogers 46 Kidd = 76 Liwienski, Chris oT 6-5 321 3 Indiana 0/0 
SS 24 GRIFFITH 32 Bass & (38 Lucas, Lenny FB 6-3 (232 += Troy State 
FS 420. THOMAS 32 Bass 377. Carter” 23 Gray = _69 Malano, Mike c 6-2 307 RF _ San Diego State 
®@ _36 Marshall, Anthony s 6-1 212 6 LSU o/0 
a A. YcCullough, Cal RB 6-2 223 1 Wisconsin 010 
PW = 58 McDaniel, Ed LB 5-11_ 229 9 Clemson 16/16 
PK 1 ANDERSON = _31 Morgan, Don s 5-11 200 2 Nevada 2/0 
H 17 BERGER = 33 Morrow, Harold FB 5-11 224 5 Auburn 16/0 
PR 22 PALMER 82 Walters” 37 T. Carter* s 84 Moss, Randy WR 6-4 198 3 Marshall 16/16 
KR 22 PALMER 82 Walters’ _37 T. Carter* = z Palmer avid ne = we z Heda a 
= == rker, Mike jouston 
ON a PAT i = 93 Randle, John DT 6-1 287 11 Texas Aal 16/16 
* Rookie © 98 Robbins, Fred DT 6-4 312 R_ Wake Forest 
, : __ ~ 29 Rogers, Chris cB 5-10 192 2 Howard 10/4 
| 2000 SCHEDULE | 714999. RESULTS | = 57 Rudd, Dwayne LB 6-2 233 4 Alabama 16/16 
All times Eastern Pointspread refers to Minnesota = -99. Satler, Craig LB {es ES ET ine 
DATE OPPONENT TIME ~ 97 Sawyer, Talance DE 6-2 272 1 UNLV 2/0 
Sept.3_ Chicago ‘pm, | Septt2 AtAtiania (4) 47-14 80 Smith, Femando,__DE __6-6_287_7_Jackson State so 
Sept. 10. Miami tpm. | Sept.19 Oakland — 10.5), 17-22.  —2o Smith, Robert RB 6-2 210_8 Ohio State 139/12 
Sept 17 atNewEngand AiSpm, | Sopt26 AtGreenBay (+15) 20-23 & 13 Spann, Gregory WR 6-2 205 _1_Jackson State 0/0 
= : e Oct.3 Tampa Bay (7) 21-14 © 73 Steussie, Todd OT 66 308 7 California 16/16 
Septi24 Open Oct.10 Chicago —~—=«(-12).: 22:24 «© 77 Stringer, Korey OT 64 339 6 Ohio State 16/16 
Oct.1__at Detroit ipm. | Oct.17 At Detroit (45) 23:25 § _28 Tate, Robert cB §-10 192 4 Cincinnati 16/1 
Oct.9 TampaBay 9pm. | Oct.24 Sanfrancisco _(-7.5) 40-16 ™ 27 Thibodeaux, Keith CB 5-11 189 __3_ Northwestern (La.) State _3/0 
Oct.15 at Chicago 8:20 p.m. en 3 AL Denver a eee & 83 Thomas, Chris WR 6-2 190 5 Cal Poly-SLO 8/0 
Oct.22 Bultalo - 1 p.m. Nov. 14 At Chicago (65) 2724 = 42 Thomas, Orlando Ss 6-1 211 6 SW_Louisiana 13/11 
Oct. 29 at Tampa Bay Tae iene ae ® 81 Walsh, Chris WR 6-1 1998 Stanford isi 
Nov.6 at Green Bay 9pm. Nov. 28 San Diego (14) 35-27 - 82 Walters, Troy WR 5-7 171 _ FA _ Stanford 
Nov.12. Arizona — 1pm. Dec.6 At Tampa Bay ___ (3) 17-24 21 Williams, Moe RB 6-1 205 5 Kentucky 14/0 
Nov.4a" Carolina em Dec. 12 AtKansas City _(+1.5) 28-31 8 94 Williams, Tony DT 6-1 —-292 ~— 4 ~Memphis 16/12 
- —— Dec.20 GreenBay _—_—i(-4.5) 24-20. @ 54 Wilson, Antonio LB 6-2 244 AR Texas A&M-Commerce 
Joe at Io a 4:05 pm. | Dec. 26 At New York Giants (-2.5) 34-17% 49 Wilson, Matt WR 6-0 204 R_ Bloomsburg 
Nov. 30 Detroit 8:20 p.m. Jan.2 Detroit (-7.5). 24-17. “60 Withrow, Cory Cc 6-2 282 2 Washington State 0/0 
Dec. 10 _at Si. Louis tam | ROSREAsCN (7) 27-40. = 52 Wong, Kailee LB 6-2-2473 Stanford 13/8 
Dec.17 Green Bay ip.m. Jan. 16 AtSt. Louis (+75) 37-49 — 20 Wright, Kenny CB 6-1 196 2 Northwestern (La.) St. 16/12 
Dec. 24 at Indianapolis 4:15 p.m. * Overtime 7 49 Young, Antwone FB 6-2 270 fF San Diego State 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


ast season the Lions totally shocked 
the football world, starting 6-2 despite 
g being without Barry Sanders, Herman 

Moore and two of their top three draft 
picks and having numerous members of 
their BeInSV3 backfield and offensive 
line hurt. They were 2-0 
in early-season games 
when backup QB Gus 
Frerotte replaced 
injured Charlie Batch. 
But even though they wound up in the 
playoffs, the Lions had almost a total melt- 
down in the second half of the season, 


RE RBERRURRCRRRERERR ESSERE 


when the injuries became too much to 
bear and they started to miss Sanders. 
Batch was never really healthy again, 
Frerotte started playing to form, the run- 
ning game went nowhere, almost all the 
cornerbacks were either out or playing 
hurt and the offensive line was in sham- 
bles because of injuries to most starters. 
This season the Lions will probably still 
not have Sanders, but they will have a 
solid runner in James Stewart. They 
should have a healthy Batch throwing to 
Herman Moore and a host of fine 
receivers, and Batch should be protected 


BSERESGRRERERES EEE 


a 


A 


CHARLIE BATCH 


by a huge and much healthier line. 
Frerotte is now in Denver, and Batch’'s new 
backup, Mike Tomezak, is a 37-year-old 
journeyman with a negative TD-intercep- 
tion ratio for his career. 


Offense | | 


Last year head coach Bobby Ross and 
offensive coordinator Sylvester Croom did 
it with mirrors in the first half of the season 
but then saw them cracked by injuries to 
the offensive line and RB Ron Rivers. The 
cast is stronger entering 2000 than it was at 
any time in ’99. Batch is firmly entrenched 
as the No. | quarterback, and Stewart, 
while no Sanders or Billy Sims or even 


Mel Farr, can be a solid, tough, hard-nosed ‘| 


PREVIEW 2OO3 
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tailback who fits the offense. 
QUARTERBACKS = The Lions feel they 


have their quarterback for the next decade 
in Batch. He is very poised for his age and 
has a strong, live arm, pretty good mobili- 
ty and escape ability and a decent grasp of 
the offense. On the downside, he still tends 
to hold on to the ball too long (perhaps 
because he is still a little slow to read the 
field and find the open man) and to get 
sacked a lot more than he should. He does 
not have a consistent release point, and that 
leads to some errant passes. Batch has 
missed quite a bit of time with injuries in 

his first two years. Last season he showed 
a lot of guts by trying to play with an 
injured right thumb that turned out 
to be slightly broken. Tomezak 
is a tough guy and a survivor who 
is a streaky passer and can look very 
good for a stretch. But the more he has 
to play, the more he gets exposed. Steve 
Stenstrom is a dinker and dunker with lim- 
ited arm strength and mobility. 


RUNNING BACKS » Stewart is a tough, 
hard-nosed slasher who, one year removed 
from knee surgery, rushed for 931 yards 
and 13 TDs in Jacksonville last season, 
even though he only started when Fred 
Taylor was hurt. There are concerns about 
Stewart's durability. That is in part why the 
Lions drafted Oregon’s Reuben Droughns. 
Like Stewart, Droughns had good numbers 
one year removed from a major lower- 
body injury and can be his own blocker. 
Both Droughns and Stewart have good 
playing speed. Sedrick Irvin lacks speed 
and gets caught from behind a lot, but he is 
shifty and elusive and a fine receiver. At 

times he will do too much dancing and 

dodging and not enough north-south 

running. Former Nebraska FB 

Cory Schlesinger is no Tom 

Rathman. Schlesinger tries very 

hard but is a run-into-you type of 

blocker who often goes down on contact 

and is a straight-ahead runner with below- 
average skills but above-average hands. 


RECEIVERS «= TE David Sloan finally 
stayed reasonably healthy and earned a Pro 
Bow! berth. Sloan is a huge target with 
decent speed and is an average blocker. 
Perennial All-Pro WR Moore was a non- 
factor until December because of two sep- 
arate knee injuries, and he may have lost a 
step. But Moore still has great size, body 
control and leaping ability, so he will 
remain a major factor in the offense. With 
Moore out much of last season, Germane 
Crowell came in and caught 81 passes for 
1,338 yards and seven TDs. Crowell is a 
tall, rangy strider with deep speed who is 

not the most polished route runner or reli- 
able catcher around. Despite his great 
» numbers, he also dropped quite a 

% few balls. Johnnie Morton start- 
ed slowly as opponents treated 
him as a No. | receiver with Moore 
out. But as they shifted their emphasis 
to Crowell, Morton started to put up big 
numbers. Morton is a fluid, acrobatic 
receiver who can make the circus catch but 
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Ls CHRIS BLAIBORNE 


Claiborne wasn't in shape as a rookie, but 
he has the potential to be a Pro Bowl player. 


OLG: 
TONY SEMPLE vs. STOCKAR McDOUGLE 
Detroit wants its five best offensive linemen 
on the field, so everyone will be competing. 
Semple may lose his job to the rookie. 


Charlie Batch stays healthy, and James | 
Stewart gives the Lions the running game 
they sorely missed last season, 


Stewart turns out to be a bust because of 
heightened expectations and a struggling of- 
fensive line; the defense fails to pick up the 
Slack, 


_ Tony Nene S Kurt ‘Schulz, a 
Stenstrom, AB James Stewart, QB Mike Tom- 


~ CB Robert Bailey, S vnegemnns QB Gus — 
Frerotte, DT Dan Owens 


AO/PK PLAYER __COLUEGE 
1/20 OT Stockar McDougle_ Oklahoma. 


_ 2/50 _LB Barrett Green West Virginia 


_3/81_RB Reuben Droughns _ Oregon 
5/145 DB Todd Franz Tulsa 
Auburn. 


6/181 DE Quinton Reesé Auburn 
7/253. DT Alfonso Boone Mi, San Antonio J.C. | 


FIVE-YEAR HISTORY 
t i 


REGULAR-SEASON WINS 
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drop the easy one. Some scouts do not feel 
he is as sure-handed a receiver as Moore is. 


OFFENSIVE LINE = Last season only ORG = 
Jeff Hartings was able to start every game = 
on this unit. He is very mobile and athletic © 
and is the team’s best and most consistent - 
blocker but is also slightly undersized and " 
not that powerful. Thus, he might be a bet- © 
ter fit at center, where Mike Compton is 
OK but probably would be better at guard © 
(probably left guard), where he could do § 
more pulling and trapping. [f the Lions = 
move Compton to left guard, they could r 
start 2000 first-round pick Stockar = 
McDougle, a 360-pounder, beside "99 § 
first-rounder Aaron Gibson, who weighed = 
more than 400 pounds as a rookie. but « 
needs to play at no more than 365 or 370 to © 


be at his best. Gibson missed his entire 
rookie year with an old shoulder injury that 
flared up, but at his weight it is doubtful he 
would have contributed much anyway. He 
and McDougle are two of the biggest and 
most powerful run blockers around. One 
scout said that if you put the two side by 
side and just ran straight behind them, the 
Opposition would need the entire Russian 
Army to have a chance of stopping them. 
There is an outside chance both big boys 
will start at tackle if OLT Ray Roberts is 
not ready after tearing ligaments in his left | 
knee in late December. Roberts tore both 
his anterior cruciate and medial collateral 
ligaments, and that kind of injury very 
often takes more than a full year to come 
all the way back from. Roberts is a very 
large man with long arms who has a ten- 
dency to get top-heavy at times. Of all the 
right tackles the Lions used in “99, Barrett 
Brooks was clearly the best. The former 
second-round pick of the Eagles can also 
play on the left side of the line. Brooks was 
considered a perennial underachiever who 
tended to play top-heavy up until last sea- 
son. He still played a little top-heavy but 
had few lapses and was much more 
competitive and into the game. C 

Eric Beverly and OG Kerlin 
=> Blaise did better than expected 

when they had to play, but starting 
OLG Tony Semple was not good 
enough. ORT Juan Roque and once- 
promising OT-OG Tony Ramirez looked 
like busts when they had to play. This 
grade assumes Roberts plays. 


Defense 


Last season the Lions made a lot more 
big plays on defense than they had in ‘98, 
recording 32 takeaways and 50 sacks. But 
they also allowed opposition signalcallers 
to complete 62.5 percent of their throws 
for 4,100 yards. The run defense, which 
yielded 1,531 yards, 3.9 yards per carry 
and 12 TDs, was generally pretty good but 
not great. 


DEFENSIVE LINE » DLE Robert Porcher 
does not get a lot of publicity, but he does 
get an awful lot of sacks. He had 15 sacks 
in 99, marking the fourth year in a row he 
was a double-digit sacker despite playing 
on the left side of the line. Porcher is a nat- 
ural rusher with excellent moves. DT 
Luther Elliss had the fewest sacks of the 
Lions’ starting linemen but still went to the 
Pro Bow! along with Porcher because of 
his play against the run and the way he 
forced opposing teams to double-team him. 
Elliss is as strong as a bull and is a relent- 
less, high-motor player. At times, he will 
play out of control, and he tends to play too 
upright, which causes him to get top-heavy. 


.Ex-Raven James Jones, who was a line- 


backer for much of his college career, had a 
career year at the other DT slot. Many felt 
Jones, the short underachiever, was even 
more deserving of going to Honolulu than 
Elliss. Despite coping with his wife’s seri- 
ous illness, Jones played every down hard, 
was solid against the run and had a career- 
high seven sacks. Jones is known as an 
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extra-effort tough guy. DRE Tracy Scrog- 
gins is an undersized rusher who can really 
run but is a weak link against the run. 
Scroggins had 8/4 sacks last season despite 
missing considerable time with injuries. 
The Lions would like Jared DeVries to stay 
healthy so that he can share time with 
Scroggins at right end and take the 
snaps on running downs. Veteran 
Kelvin Pritchett provides quality 
depth inside and allows the team 
to give its starting tackles some 
plays off without losing too much. 

Mike Pringley has shown some promise 
as a pass rusher at end. 


LINEBACKERS =» MLB Stephen Boyd is 
not tall enough, fast enough or athletic 
enough to do what he does, but he still 
does it because he is a relentless player 
with great instincts and anticipation. He is 
the type of player who runs a 4.9 but plays 
as though he can run a 4.5 because he 
anticipates so well and is so rarely wrong. 
His Pro Bowl berth last season was not 
really much of a reach. Outside, '99 first- 
rounder Chris Claiborne could become a 
terrific, Pro Bowl-caliber player if he gets 
into better shape. Last season he was over- 
weight and often unsure of himself and 
lacked stamina. If Boyd can teach him 

what it takes to be a real pro, Clai- 

borne can be very special on the 

p> weak side. Strong-side "backer 
Allen Aldridge is very powerful 

for his size and runs well but does not 
have great instincts or playmaking abili- 
ty. Rookie Barrett Green may be less than 
6 feet tall, but he runs the 40 in less than 


BRADE 


4.6 seconds, is very, very aggressive and 
explosive and is able to play every LB slot 
and perhaps even safety. He is also a killer 
on special teams. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS » This area was 
Detroit’s undoing in 99, as the top three 
comers all missed a great deal of time with 
injuries and often played hurt. A year ago, 
people were talking about *97 first-round 
pick Bryant Westbrook becoming a Pro 
Bowl corner, but now they are using the 
“B” word (bust) and saying that he might 
have to be a safety. Westbrook is a big, 
strong corner who showed good enough 
cover skills his first two seasons. But last 
season, suffering from two hamstring 
injuries, he was beaten like a drum and 
developed some awful habits. He lost all 
his fluidity in transition and was so afraid 
of being beaten that he kept grabbing 
receivers and getting penalties. He also 
seemed to lose his feel for cover cushion 
and started missing tackles. The Lions 
must rebuild Westbrook’s confidence and 
almost go back to square one to retrain him 
if they want to salvage him. Little Terry 
Fair, a very quick and athletic player, was 
the team’s best corner by far for ]1 games 
despite having some lapses. Bul a non- 
football-related hand injury cost the Lions 
his services at the end of the regular sea- 
son. Tiny Kevin Abrams, who is very 
quick, fast and nifty, was to be the team’s 
third corner and nickel back, but he was 
rarely healthy enough to contribute. He 
began the “99 season on the physically 
unable to perform list and ended it on 
injured reserve. Losing FS Mark Carrier to 


Buffalo to replace him was actually a good 
deal for the Lions, Carrier was good but 
overrated. Schulz is very tough and 
instinctive and takes better angles to the 
ball than Carrier did and is the better and 
cleaner tackler. Both players are older than 
30, so either could lose a step he can ill- 
afford to lose at any time. SS Ron Rice has 
developed into a solid, tough player 
instead of a guy the Lions are looking to 
replace. He had 144 tackles and five picks 

in ‘99, despite a lack of top speed and 
m cover skills. Lamar Campbell is a 
step slow on the corner and is 
*” very small inside, but he is a pro- 
ductive player who can help in the 
nickel and dime. The two keys to this 

unit are keeping the key players healthy 
and getting Westbrook back to where he 
was in °98. 


Special teams 
Jason Hanson is probably the best place- 
kicker in all of football. P John Jett did not 
have an overly impressive gross or net 
average, but he placed 27 kicks inside the 
opponents’ 20. In the Lions’ playoff loss in 
Washington, he kept the game from 
becoming a total rout with his punting, as 
he forced the Redskins to start most of 
theif drives inside their own 20. As 
> arookie in °98, Fair returned two 
kickoffs for scores. He also can 
return punts, although he drops too 
many. If Desmond Howard re-signs, he 
will be the team’s top return man, proyid- 
ed he makes the club. 


Tx | WK13 | WK14| WK15 
OPPONENT TB.| STL [ ARIZ.[ GB. | CHI. | WaASH.| TB. CHI.| DEN. | MINN. | 
[Score 3 28-20 | 20-3]  31-27| 19-20] 17-26| 21-17] 33-17| 16-23| 40-26) 7-17] ‘17-24 | 
Tetalnetyards | 369 | 286 |___8aa|__s7a | 335] 377 292/265 338 274 302 | 3931 | 
[Rushing yards _ 167 | 147 | 21/ 42/110] Ba ET 55 03,32 16 | 1245 
Passing yards 202 109 317/391] 225] 293 261 210 236 242 286 | —_ 9686 | 
Rushing plays 6 24 | 20 14] 23 29 15 = 20 2) ees 14. 356 
Sacks allowed | 5 3] 7 5] 0 oh Bl. 4 3} 5/ 2) ete 
Had intercepted | 1 | 0} ry 2 o I 3h Oo] 1 14 
Fumbles lost ol 0] | 0 1 0} 1 0 1| Oo} 1 8 
Yards penalized 123 95 9 0 
Punts 7 6 5 7 
[Total net yards _ 205| 437) 38s| 256] —sa7 320 292 332] gaat a7 Fe | __-312]- 996] 389 379 5291 
Rushing yards 31 154 155 | 64| «60. 6 72 57 159 “64 52] 146 44 fos | 204 137 1531 | 
Passing ania 174 283 228 192 267 259 220 275|_ ea] 307 184] 2t7| art 202] 165) a2 3760 
Rush a 16 3i{ 3s] 24 19 21 22 16 | 32] 27 | 12] Fall! 19 | 32] 6 30 | 393 | 
Seep 6 1| 1 2] 5 74 att 4 3) 1] 2] 5| 3 2] +.1— 5| 50 | 
Had intercepted o 1] Q 1 2 1 t 0 2] ol 0] i elie a4 2/ 1 2 16 | 
Fumbles lost Fall 2 0 1{ 3 1 i= SS ae 0! 0 2 1 en) = 1 16 
Yards penalized | 34 | 25/70 20 | a 55 32 54] 46) _90/ 25 122 | 58 et 40 45 | 839 | 
6 6 5) 4 4 8 [ | 6| 6 3] 5 | 
3-9-1 | +10. | | } ” - -87-2 | 
| Frorotte 14-0 | 580 [47-0] 450] 34-0] 240] 3-4-0 = 15-33-0 
Hill | 724-0) 3-6-0] | 3(3)-0| 11-67-0/ 1670-0 | 161230| 11-30] 10250] 10920] 1968-1! 11-160) 10-25-1/ 18-77-0) 4-7-0 | 74a-542-2 | 
Irvin | [ro] 32047 1-¢5)-0 | 5o4| 2512/4100] 4170] 8621] 230, | [130] 56-0] | 36-133-4 
Rivers 16-96-0 | 17-54-0 | 13-66-0| 13-30-0| 11-45-0 | _1-(-2)-0 | 1 { | | | | 11-6-0 82-295-0 | 
Schlesinger 1050-0[  7-10-0| 1-0-0] 2-(-5)-0) I L140] vs | 350) 480| 2100| 7250| 370 310-0] _ 49-124-0 
[ PASSING ** =o ee =i) 
Batch 16-261] 97162] 16942] 21-387] 946-0) 1627-1] 10-190] 10-200 ] ] 640-0) 21-400] 17-240] 151-270-7 
2163| 212] 213-2| 2301) 700| 2102) 128-0] 148-1 | 950) 267-41] 46t-1 1957-13 
Frerotte 15-24-0 | 7216-0| 24-390| 2009-2] 2942-0] 21-320] 23-441) 17-30-3 14-224 | 175-288-7 
140-0 209-2| 375-2| 275-1) 309-2) 280-1| 241-0] 158-0 | _ 180-1 2117-9 
RECEIVING ————— 
861-0 | 3-45-0| 1-8-0 | 8-163-1 | s-142-4[ B24] 791-1 | 5122-0] 4-47-0 | _3-41-0| _5-95-0 8-120-0| _81-1938-7 
245-0] 1-5-0 [ {430 [sa2o] 180/390] 1-5-0] 13-7-0 
< [2280] 2190| 4850| 3480| 3190] 3-200 [aa¢0| t20[ 17-0] 252390 
i TS 2260| 447-1] 2220] 2:24.0| 4621] 216-0] 16-1972 
a740| 566-0| 3540] 4501 { e100] 5640) 5591] Sa40| 7-107-0| e-to00| 447-0 | 10-1282| 60-1129-5 
~ ead | | All 2-10-0| 2-14-01 i z | 424-0 
160) | == =I = | I 46-0 | 22-173-1 
[ +200[ 49-0) 1-34] 3-8-0] 3270| 150) 3190 211-0|  2-10-0|_21-151-1 
$30-0| 239-1] 236.0] 1-1-0] 7-68-1| 400-0| 9-040| 3-440] ‘aaa 549-0| 5-500) 340-0] 47-591-4 
2240| 271] 1-201 2-48-01 l 1-40 | [19-0 112-0) 11-1194 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats Include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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=] TT 
si ONS > | wa 
0 Detroit Lions © a POS. _HT. WT. EXP. COLLEGE GP/GS 
a 1200 Featherstone Road = 24 Abrams, Kevin CB. 5-8 170 4 Syracuse 1/0 
: Pontiac, Michigan 48342 = 55 Aldridge, Allen LB 6-1 254 7 Houston 16/14 
Q Cafe Sortie @ “12. Alexander, Tim WR 6-0 _186 : Oregon State 0/0 
iy Soe hota We ech el = 10 Batch, Charle QB 6-2 220 3 EaslernMichigan 14/10 
r Capacity: 80,311 a _5 Bayes, Andrew P 6-2 200 i East Carolina 
8 Playing surface: AstroTurt & 79 Beverly, Eric Cc 6-3 294 3 Miami (Ohio) 16/2 
w 1999 record: 8-8; Third in NFC Central = 65 Blaise, Kerlin OG 6-5 323 3 Miami (Fla.) 16/4 
of - 70 Boone, Alfonso OT 6-3 305 WR Mt. San Antonio 
= | Chairman and president: William Clay Ford; Vice chairman: William Clay Ford, Jr; = —57 Boyd, Stephen LB 6-0 242 6 Boston College 14/14 
ae Exec. V.P.-COO: Chuck Schmidt; V.P.-football operations: Larry Lee; V.P.-player per- ~ 47 _Brominski, Steve TE 6-4 264 R Syracuse 
© | sonnel: Ron Hughes m _76 Brooks, Barrett OT 6-4 326 6 Kansas State 16/12 
& | Head coach: Bobby Ross = 44 Brown, Corwin s 6-1 205 8 Michigan 13/1 
Assistant coaches: Brian Baker, defensive line; Don Clemons, defensive asst; Sylvester @ 48 Cameron, Delaunta__LB 6-2 235 _1_ Georgia Tech. ore 
Croom, offensive coordinator, Frank Falks, running backs; Rob Graf, asst, strength ie § -39 Campbell, Lamar CB 5-11 183 3 Wisconsin 15/2 
ditioning; Bert Hill, strength and conditioning/asst. offensive line; Stan Kwan, offense andspe- ™ 81 Chryplewicz, Pete TE 6-5 261 _4 Notre Dame 11/4 
cial teams asst; John Misciagna, quality control-offense; Gary Moeller, asst. head coacthvline- ~4 50 Claiborne, Chris LB 63 255 2 USC 15/13, 
Set geil tare Gr ae seas te hae ane ans = aan eo 68s Weegee 
uci er, 3 ea. in al, O {] ick Selce! 1 a iraini 
Danny Smith, tight ends; Jerry Sulivan, wide receivers, Jim Zorn, quarterbacks. . cae wn = ae 2 jail Sas si 
‘4 95 DeVries, Jared DE 6-4 280 2 lowa 2/0 
® 31 Dixon, Andre cB 6-1 200 2 Northeastern 4/0 
= _ 9 Douglas, Henry_ WR 5-11. 171 _1_North Carolina A&T 0/0 
WR_ 87 MORTON 83 Stablein ® 21 Droughns, Reuben AB 5-11 207 _R_ Oregon 
OLT 72 ROBERTS 76 Brooks 5 94 94 Elliss, Luther _ DOT 6-5 305 6 Utah 15/14 
OLG 78 MeOUGLEY £2 Serpe a ee 
C TICOMPTON 79Beverly & 51 Fields, Scott LB 6-2 +220 3 USC 0/0 
ORG G4 HARTINGS 65 Biaise m _17 Foster, Larry WR__5-10 196 AA Louisiana State 
ORT 71 GIBSON 75 Ramirez 74 Roque 73 McDougle* § 5 Garces, Pete PK 5-10 190 __R_Idaho St. 
TE 86 SLOAN 89 Rasby 81 Chryplewioz = -2-Gibson, Aaron oT 6488-2 Wisconest 40. 
reen, Barrett LB 6-0 217 R_ West Virgina 
WR_84 MOORE 82 Crowell = _63 Hall, James DE 62 271 AR Michigan 
QB 10 BATCH 18 Tomezak _11_Stenstrom = _ 4 Hanson, Jason PK _5-11_ 182 9 Washington State _16/0 
RB 34 3. STEWART 21 Droughns* 33 Irvin x 64 Hartings, Jeff OG 6-3. 295 5 Penn St. 16/16 
FB 30 36 Reece a 15 Hodge, Leroy WR 6-1 215 R Texas A&M 
® 33 Irvin, Sedrick RB 5-11 226 2 Michigan State 14/0 
a 6) Janus, Paul OG 64 294 2 Northwestern 0/0 
DLE 81 PORCHER# 92 Pringley 66 Reese" = 61 Jensen, Casey g: 6-6 291 R_ Michigan State 
DLT 98 JONES 95 DeVries § 19 Jett,John 6-0 197 8 East Carolina ip 
ELUSS . = 49 Johnson, Tony 7 6-5 255 5 Alabama 
atl “ SCROGGINS = a eae 2 _98 Jones, James OT 6-2 295 10 Northern lowa 16/16 
® 99 Jordan, Richard LB 6-1 256 4 Missouri Southern 9/0 
SLB SS ALDRIDGE 58 Kriewaldt _59 O'Neill m _67 Kirschke, Travis DE 6-3 287 4 UCLA 15/7 
MLB 57 BOYD 52 Kowalkowski 99 Jordan 53 Russell & 52 Kowalkowski, Scott LB 6-2 220 10 Notre Dame 16/3 
WLE 50 GLAmeRME _ 54 Green’ S “63 Markins, Jeremy 0064 —s00—A-Bose Sale 
LOD 22 WESTEROM (27: Frenz % _73 McDougle, Stockar OG 6-6 350 R Oklahoma 
RCB 28 FAIR 24 Abrams _39 Campbell & (84 Moore, Herman WR 6-4 224 10 Virginia 8/4 
SS 28 RICE 25 Talton a _87 Morton, Johnnie WR 6-0 190 7 USC 16/12 
FS 45 SCHULZ 42 R. Stewart § 26 Olivo, Brock FB 6-0 232 3 Missouri  —Ss—_—' 14/0 
® 68 O'Brien, Nick OG 6-2 328 R_ Texas A&M-Kingsville 
% “46 O'Neill Joe LB 6-1 216 R BowingGreen 
P_19 JEIT m 59 O'Neill Kevin LB 6-2 249 3 BowlingGreen _ 4/0 
PK 4 HANSON & (91 Porcher, Robert DE 6-3 282 9 South Carolina State 15/13 
H 19 JETT . 61 Powell, Sean DT 6-1 292 R New Mexico St. 7 
92 Pringley, Mike DE 6-4 277 2 North Carolina 8/0 
ER 28 Ae SaSietiein = "93 Pritchett, Kelvin DT 63 319 10 Mississippi 16/2 
KR_23 FAIR 25 Talton = _75 Ramirez, Tony OT 6-6 305 4 NorthernColorado ‘12/3 
KC 77 COMPTON 55 Aldridge » 89 Rasby, Walter TE 6-3. 251 7 Wake Forest 16/6 
. 3 f ; um _36 Reece, Travis FB 6-3 251 3 Michigan State 4/0 
Rookie; # status undetermined at presstime = 66 Reese, Quinton DE 6-4 252A Auburn 
a _28 Rice, Ron S$ 6-1 217 6 Eastern Michigan 16/16 
| 2000 | SCHEDULI Lh Lil 41 ty} ~ 72 Roberts, Ray OT 6-6 320 9 Virginia 14/14 
All times Eastern ae 14 Rone, Andre’ WR 5-10 180 1 Mississippi o/0 
DATE OPPONENT TIME Tea Oka & 74 Roque, Juan OT 6-8 332 4 Arizona State 3/2 
Sept.3 _ at New Orleans 1pm. | Sept.12 At Seattle (495) 2820 8 53 Russell, Mat ___LB 62 256 4 Colorado o/0 
Sept. 10 Washington 4:15 p.m Sept. 19 Green Bay (5.5) 2315 2 sanders. © ns Be ss au : = nhotia State O10 
Sept.17 Tampa Bay 1pm. | Sept.26 AtKansas City (3.5) 21-31 § o-oo oe OY : Aneso 
Oct3 BYE a lesinger, Cory FB 6-0 246 6 Nebraska 16/14 
Sept. 24 at Chicago UN eres Sani (4) 4020 © 45 Schulz, Kurt Ss 6-1 208 9 EasternWashington 16/16 
Oct.1 Minnesota tem. | Gace a aniea od = (97 Scroggins, Tracy DE 63 273 9 Tulsa 14/14 
Oct.8 Green Bay 1 p.m. Oat, 4 TAUGEIOInA (+4) mr) _ _62 Semple, Tony SOG 6-5 303 7 Memphis 12/12 
Oct. 15 Open Oct. 31 Tampa Ba (a2) 203 8 86 Sloan, David TE 6-6 260 6 New Mexico 16/15 
Oct.i9. at Tampa Ba Aan han —— y = 60 Spicer, Paul DE 6-4 269 2 Saginaw Valley 2/0 
esl ald zal Nov.7 _ St. Louis (+4) 31-27 & “83 Stablein, Brian WR 6-1 194 7 Ohio State 16/2 
Dotico = at nchanepons ‘pm. | Nov. 14 At Arizona (-4) 19-23 m “41 Stenstrum, Steve QB 6-2 202 6 Stanford 6/3 
Nov.5 Miami ipm. | Nov.21_ At Green Bay (+5) 17-26 % 34 Stewart, James RB 6-1 +226 6 Tennessee 14/7 
Nov.12 Atlanta 1pm Nov. 25 Chicago (-5)_ 21-17 ™ 42 Stewart, Ryan s 6-1 206 5 Georgia Tech 2/0 
Nov.19 at N.Y, Giants 1 p.m. Dec.5 Washington (3) 33-17 @ 29 Supernaw, Kywin s 6-1 207 3 Indiana 2/0 
Nov.23 NewEngland 12:30pm, | Dec12 AtTampaBay (+35) 16-23 § 25 Talton, Ty _ s 5-11. 201 2 Northern lowa 12/0 
NASO oral Misneaota 8:20 pm Dec. 19 At Chicago (-3) 10-28 @ 96 Taylor, Henry DT 6-2 303 3 South Carolina 0/0 
Dec. 25 Denver (4.5) 7A7 — 18 Tomezak, Mike QB 6-1 210 16 Ohio St. 16/5 
Dec. 10" at Green Bay ‘pm. | Jan.2  AtMinnesola. (47.5) 17-24. m _70 Vincent, Andy OT 64 306 R Texas A&M 
Dec. 17 at N.Y, Jets 1 p.m. POSTSEASON H 32 Westbrook, Bryant CB 6-0 198 4 Texas 10/8 
Dec. 24 Chicago 1pm Jan.8 At Washington (+7) 13-27 C 35 Wyrick, Jimmy CB 5-9 179 RF Minnesota 
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ast season just about everything went 
right for the Rams, and they went all 
the way to a Super Bow! champi- 

| onship as everything broke their way. 
Dick Vermeil learned to ease up in prac- 


» | tice and developed a feel for the team. 


Undrafted free agents 
played like Pro 
Bowlers. The only key 
-# injury of the year, 
Trent Green, opened 
the door for former 
Arena League and NFL Europe QB Kurt 


»| Warner, and he played like Johnny Unitas 


>| and Otto Graham rolled into one. Mar- 


shall Faulk came over in a trade from 
Indianapolis and turned into the finest all- 
around back in football. Isaac Bruce 
finally stayed healthy. New offensive 
coordinator Mike Martz developed an 
offense that was virtually unstoppable, 
and an undersized defense thrived 
because it was generally playing from 
ahead and could therefore go after the 
passer and make plays. 

Now Vermeil has retired, and Martz 
must show he is not from the line of great 
offensive coordinators who turn conserv- 
ative after becoming head coaches or 
can't relate to everyone and lose the 
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Midas touch. The Rams must overcome 
the effects of losing a number of key 
players, coaches and scouts and playing 
a first-place schedule with lots of games 
on Monday nights or at offbeat times. 
Last season the Rams’ schedule had 
very few winning teams on it, and they 
played almost every game on Sunday 
afternoon, which Is a very big plus. 


Offense 


With Martz calling all the shots on 
offense, the Rams scored 526 points (32.9 
per game) and averaged 400.8 yards from 
scrimmage per contest. They led the NFL 
in passing and total offense and scored 
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more than 100 points in all four quarters. 
Martz will continue to run the offense in 
2000 while also trying to be the head 
coach. Some have succeeded in this dual 
role, but most have failed. 


QUARTERBACKS = Warner’s °99 numbers 
were mind boggling. He completed 325-of- 
499 attempts for 4,353 yards with 41 TDs 
and 13 interceptions and had a passer rating 
of 109.2. Early last season he played like 
Superman. After that, he was mortal but 
great. In the playoffs, Tampa Bay made 
him look very real, and he really did not 
have a great Super Bowl. Now the $10 mil- 
lion question is whether he is for real. 
Given time, Warner is a very accurate 
thrower, to the point where the ball never 
seems to hit the ground, and he is always 
giving his receivers time to make plays on 
the ball. But when the Buccaneers shut him 
down, they came at him from all angles, hit 
him a lot and made him look shaky. Ten- 
nessee could not stop him between the 20s 
but really seemed to shut him down inside 
the red zone. One of Warner's biggest prob- 
lems is that he doesn’t have a very high 
release point, and at the end of the season, 
opponents were starting to bat down his 
passes. He had an inordinate number of 
balls deflected or batted down. Now every- 
one will be looking to knock his passes 
down, and more teams will come at him 
from all angles as the Buccaneers did. 
Before Green ripped up his knee during the 

preseason, he was playing the way Warner 
did at the start of the year, Green com- 
pleted 28-of-32 passes and really 
seemed to have come into his 
own. Green does not have Warn- 
er’s arm strength, but he is more ath- 
letic and mobile. Joe Germaine, a '99 
fourth-round pick, is an accurate passer 
with poise and savvy who could develop 
nicely within the system, 


RUNNING BACKS = Marshall Faulk was 
almost as good at running back as Warner 
was at QB last season. Faulk has tremen- 
dous run skills, vision and hands and is a 
very smart player who emerged as the 
leader of the offense in ‘99. He knew the 
offense very well and picked up the blitz. 
When healthy, Faulk is the best all-around 
back in football, so keeping him healthy is 
going to be the key. Robert Holcombe 
made the switch from running back to full- 
back nicely last season. He is a willing 
blocker who catches the ball and has good 
run skills and speed for a fullback. He must 
improve his ball security. Depth is a con- 
cern, which is why Martz convinced GM 
Charley Armey to draft Arizona’s incredi- 
bly fast Trung Canidate with the last pick 
in Round One after Armey could not trade 

the pick for a middle-to-high second- 
rounder and something else. Canidate 
is a true home-run hitter who has 
run the 40 in faster than 4.3 sec- 
onds on grass and who broke as 
many long runs as anyone the Pacif- 
ic-10 Conference has seen since O.J. 
Simpson. But Canidate does not catch or 
block nearly as well as Faulk and lacks the 
veteran’s great moves and instincts. 


ce DRE’ BLY 
His excellent ball skills and play-making abil- 
ity could make him a very productive starter. 


; RGB: 
McCleon, who was reliable for the most 
part in his first season as a full-time starter, 
could get a run for his money from Bly, who 
might be too good to be just a nickel back. 


Ifthe Rams have the same luck in the injury 
department, and Kurt Warner shines again, 
another Super Bowl title Is a real possibility, 


Key injuries to either RB Marshall Faulk or 
WR Isaac Bruce could cause a fall back to 
500. 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 
RB Derek Loville, OT Sean Moran 


LB Charlie Clemons, C Mike Gruttadauria, 
$ Billy Jenkins, RB Amp Lee, OT Fred Miller, 
LB Lorenzo Styles, DE Jay Williams 


A/PK PLAYER COLLEGE 
1/31_ RB Trung Canidate Arizona 
‘2/62 DB Jacoby Shepherd Oklahoma St. 


3/94 _C John St. Clair Virginia 
4/104 OG Kau Noa Hawaii 


6/198 S Matt Bowen 
7/220: OG Andrew Kline 


RECEIVERS » When healthy, superstrong 
Erie Conwell is one of the best blocking 
tight ends in football, but the Rams have 
had a hard time keeping him on the field. 
Roland Williams is a big target with pretty 
good pass-catching skills, but he is a very 
average blocker. Jeff Robinson, a converted 
defensive lineman, also contributes, espe- 
cially inside the red zone. At wide receiver, 
a healthy Bruce is as good as any receiver 
in the game. He is not that fast but has mar- 
velous change of speed, body control, 
hand-eye coordination and ball skills and a 
tremendous sense of timing. As a result, he 
gets into and out of breaks as quickly as 
anyone, gets very good separation and 
rarely gets hit cleanly. As a rookie, Torry 
Holt took a lot of pressure off Bruce and 
really came up big at the end of the season 


and in the playoffs. He still needs to cut 
down on his careless drops and fumbles, 
but he has a great ability to get separation 
from the defender and is a tremendous run- 
ner after the catch. Like Bruce, Holt has the 
courage to catch over the middle and plays 
bigger than his size. Az—Zahir Hakim is the 
quickest and fastest of the wide receivers, 
and eight of his 36 catches in "99 were for 
touchdowns. He is a very dangerous runner 
after the catch, but he drops a lot of passes. 
Most of his drops occur because he is 
running before he catches the ball. 
Because he is short and smallish, 
» Hakim operates best out of the 
slot as a third receiver. Ricky 
7 — Proehl is a solid possession receiver. 
He went 17 games without a TD catch 
and then caught the game-winning pass in 
the NFC championship game. 


OFFENSIVE LINE » Losing C Mike Grut- 
tadauria and ORT Fred Miller to free agency 
really hurts because the Rams put so much 
into developing the two into starters. Both 
really came on late last season. As good as 
Gruttadauria had become, Ryan Tucker 
probably would have beaten him out at cen- 
ter in 2000. But with Miller gone, the versa- 
tile Tucker will probably have to replace 
Miller at right tackle unless rookie tough 
guy Kaulana Noa is better and more ready 
than advertised. Noa could also play guard. 
Resourceful journeyman Andy McCollum 
will start at center, unless the Rams sign an 
established starter such as Steve Everitt. 
Third-round pick John St. Clair could 
replace him within a year but is not ready to 
start now. Cameron Spikes could challenge 
Tom Nutten at left guard, but Nutten played | 
pretty well in *99, Adam Timmerman gave 
the line the leadership and the tough-mind- 
ed approach it needed last season, and until 
he hurt his knee, he was playing as well any 
right guard in the NFC. OLT Orlando Pace 
finally started to show why he was the first | 
» overall pick in the "97 draft. He is 
huge, athletic, nimble-footed and 

naturally strong and explosive 
and has really improved his work 
ethic, As long as he does not become |} 
a fat cat, he can become a perennial Pro 
Bowler and the best tackle in the NFC. 


Defense 


The Rams’ defense looked excellent sta- 
tistically last season, but remember a few 
things: This is an undersized unit that oppo- 
nents did not run against in the second 
halves of games because the Rams blew out 
sO many teams early in games. Almost 9) 
everyone except FS Keith Lyle stayed 
healthy, Kevin Carter had a career year. 
When a defense knows the offense is in a 
catch-up mode and must pass, it is much 
easier to get sacks and interceptions because 
the defenders can just pin their ears back 
and come. Thus, the numbers — 74.3 rush- 
ing yards allowed per game, 57 sacks and 29 
interceptions — can be a little misleading, 
Nevertheless, the Rams’ front seven is as 
quick as any in football, with both defensive 
ends running the 40 in less than 4.75 sec- 
onds and three of the top four linebackers 
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running in the 4.5-to-4.65 range. 


DEFENSIVE LINE » Carter has started 
every game since the Rams made him their 
first-round pick in °95, has improved every 
season and emerged as the best defensive 
left end in football in 99, leading the NFL 
with 17 sacks. He has gotten even quicker 
than he was, and last season he started to 
show the nastiness he lacked in the past. 
He was helped by the development of DRE 
Grant Wistrom. Wistrom’s sack total of 6 
is deceptive because he was very disruptive 
all season and often destroyed plays before 
they unfolded. He also picked off two 
passes, returning both for scores and liter- 
ally outrunning a Falcons wideout on one. 
Wistrom had offseason shoulder surgery 
and really missed being able to lift weights 
to keep his weight and strength up. Inside, 
the Rams don’t have 300-pounders, but 
because they had the lead so often, no one 
really tried to pound and wear them down. 
D'Marco Farr is as quick as any tackle in 
the game and is a good pass rusher who 
can be disruptive. He also has been very 
durable, starting every game the past five 
seasons. But he likes to anticipate the snap 
count and will jump offsides a lot. Ray 
Agnew was the unsung hero of the 
defense. He is very strong for his size 

and is steady and a true veteran. 
Armey, the Rams’ very astute 

head football man who signed 
Warner, was criticized when he 

paid starter’s money to sign Agnew 
away from the Giants. But Agnew, who 
did not start in New York, has earned every 
cent. Overachiever Jeff Zgonina is the 


GRADE 


ranking reserve. He is productive, disrup- 
tive and can fill in at tackle. Former Bill 
Sean Moran can play end or tackle and is 
very quick and active but is also under- 
sized. Rookie Brian Young is very quick 
and determined and has a great work ethic 
but is only about 6-24, 277 pounds. 


LINEBACKERS « Free-agent find London 
Fletcher is only about 5-9 but is a 240- 
pound middle ‘backer with 4.6 speed who is 
very effective against the run and is the 
emotional leader of the defense, Last season 
he played only about two-thirds of the 
defensive snaps but still had 138 stops, with 
many coming for no gain right up in the line. 
Mike Jones is a big-play weak-side “backer 
who can really run. Last year he returned 
two of his four interceptions for scores and 
scored a third TD when he picked up a fum- 
ble. Plus, he made the stop of the season 
when he kept Kevin Dyson out of the end- 
zone on the last play of the Super Bowl. 
Strong-side “backer Todd Collins was 
very solid against the run and was 
replaced on passing downs. 
> Leonard Little should assume 

Charlie Clemons’ role as the fourth 
linebacker and pass rusher. Little has 

tremendous quickness and speed and may 
be the fastest player on the entire defense. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS = CB Todd Lyght had 
his first Pro Bowl season in *99 and started 
to make plays instead of coming close to 
making them. Dexter McCleon had an up- 
and-down year at the other corner, but he is 
young and showed improvement. Dre’ Bly 
may challenge McCleon. Bly is not that 
fast, but he is a magnet for the ball. Taje 


— i 


Allen is not good enough to be a fourth 
comer and will probably be replaced by 
rookie Jacoby Shepherd, who is a proto- 
type NFL corner in terms of measurements 
and workouts but who played only one 
year of major-college football and did not 
become a starter until the end of last sea- 
son. FS Keith Lyle played at a Pro Bowl 
level in 97 and *98 without anyone notic- 
ing. He missed the second half of the °99 
season with a shoulder injury before 
returning for the Super Bowl. Devin 
» Bush took Lyle’s place, and the 

® defense did not miss a beat. Now 
Bush will probably start at strong 
safety. Rich Coady who showed 
smarts, toughness and speed as a rookie, 
could also factor into the equation. Speedy, 
hard-hitting rookie Matt Bowen provides 
depth. 


The kickers were shaky, and nobody is 
really secure for 2000, although you could 
attribute PK Jeff Wilkins’ problems to the 
tendinitis he had in his left plant leg that 
got much worse late in the season. Nobody 
in the NFL was better at returning kickoffs 
than Tony Horne, who averaged 29.7 yards 
per return and had two coast-to-coast jobs 
during the regular season. Then, he had the 

biggest return of the year to jump-start the 
Rams to their divisional playoff win 
over the Vikings. Hakim is a very 
dangerous punt returner, but at 
times his ball security leaves 
something to be desired. Covering 
kickoffs was not a strong point for the 
Rams in '99. 


WK 9 WK13| WK14| WK15| WKi6| WK17| TOTALS 

OPPONENT CIN. et CAR N.0. | _N.Y.G. CHI. | PHIL. 

Score 38-10 | 4.21] 30-14) 31-10 34-12] 31-38. 
Total net yards 399 33 2 | 480 492] 419 76 440 6412 
Rushing yards 59| ‘167 73| 122 156] 100/415] 201 2059 
Passing yards 284 275 326 | 314 | { 287 | 275 | 2ea| 181 | 195 358 336 | 319 | 361 | 239 | 4353 | 
Rushing plays 25 saa | aa 28 | 29 19] 16| 20 | 30 27 33 34 | 27 | 27 26 431 
Sacks allowed 3 0 2] i=" | 2] 6 | 4| Tj fea a 2 1 i] 1 oo] 5 33. 
Had intercepted 2 iT a YY af: 0] oO! ry a 1 1 0 2 1] 0 1 4 15 | 
Fumbles lost 1 i 1 01 o| 1 0 of 1 1 1 1] 3 16 
Yards penalized | _65 5 30] 54 | 58 50 54 | a8 76 54 889 | 
Punts | 3 5) - 4 0 3 3 4 60 
Time of poss. _| 27:33 | 30:53 | : : 1 | 25:50| 23:36) 28:13 | 26:15 | 26:59 _27:25 | 
Total net yards _233 | 257 | 305 | 316 | 272 | 332 | 307 210 | $28 434 | 207 | 4698 
Rushing yards | 60 68 92 | 72 46 | 94] 103] 21] _417|_ 106] 102 55 66) 67) 6a] ot) 1180 
Passing yards 163 165 165| 233)  270| ~—i7B| S78 | in 260 145 263 252 144] 261 365| 156 3509 
Rushing plays | __15 | 22 26 24 19 | 15 | 31 20 | 23 25 28 | 16 18 19 17 23 338 
Sacks allowed 5 2 3 0 4} | 1 T| St hp "7 eee 4 fee FP! a) cae a 57| 
Had intercepted 2 ce eas yy 3 2 2 cut yaa YW 2 3 2| | Ti 2 2 2 29 
Fumbles lost| 0 0 a 0 1. 1] oO} 0} 1| 2 1 0} 0 1 0 2 
Yards penalized | __106 25 25 | 70 88 | Co) et 5| 69 5 80 85 35 50 64 | 65 4007 
Punts. 6 4 6 4 5 | | S 6| 5 4 4 4 5 5 7 86 
Bruce | 4-11-0 if 1- 2-11-0 5-32-00 
Faulk | 19-54-0 | 47-105-0 | 11-23-0[7-6-0 | 48-187-4 | 16-133-1 18-102-2 | 22-118-0 | 29-1541 | 16-66-0| 10-540] 6-79-1 | 253-1381-7 
Holcombe [44-0] 824-1| 7-20-1| 647-0) 52-1 | i | 216-0/ 240 5160] 4241) 6100| 1-00) 820-0] 324-0 15-860] 78-2044 
Warmer 1-(-1)-0 274| +00| 1100; 230[ | 2e20T see0] 1-20 2120 2-0-0 | 2-4-3)-0 24-0) 240-0 23-92-41 
Watson 15-0| 620-0] 6-130] 11-46-0 | 969-0 | t=" Sah as | 11-230  33-0[ 47-179-0 
= Passina == = = a aS = 
Germaine | | | 9-16-2 9-16-2 
—— —— | | | = | | 136-1 | 136-1 
Justin 1-1-0 } 4-5-0 1-1-0 3-7-0 9-14-0 
Azo" _ aah _ Ws Feeds | iim 12-0 27-0 91-0 
Warner 28-44-2| 17-25-0| 17-21-0| 20-231) 1320-0) 2329-0 2946-0| 25422| 19291] 22401] 1527-0| 2231-2] 2131-1] 18920] 24-35-1| 1224-2] 925-499-13 
3093 | 2753| 3103] 32-5| 111-1| 2033) 3283) 305-3) 2842| 201-1| 2132] 351-3| 3462] 3192) 3343/ 144-2 | 4355-41 
RECEWVING = fener a 
Bruce | e921] 3-687] 61520] 51344 [ 64a1[ a4aa] 6534] 2340] S6o1| test] 581-0] 6-111-0| 4-1020| 2-300] 445-1] | 77-1165-12 
Faulk 7720 | 567-1| 3-17-0| 4380/3320] 967-0] 6-941| 10-7e-0| 2640) 4430| 2190! 6-790| S561] 697-0) 12-2041) 3-27-1| 87-10485| 
Hakim 563-0] 247-0| 9-78-3| 2.22.0 | | 5620| 2-041] 1-50] 2920] 2220| 41222] 1-250] 3-792] 2-40-0| 216:0| 36-677-8 
odgins 110-0 [2350] 1-007 =f | | [211-0 6-35-0 | 
Holcombe 2420|  150| 2150| 214-0) _| {____ | 246-0] | 410-0} fEEnI | 4-10-0/— 2-200] 14-1634 
Holt Tl 3364 | 2471 & 3-67-0 | [2240] 555-0 331-0) 2160| 3250| Save] 1-30 61130| 5700) 3330) 51222]  52-768-6| 
Proehil |_2-24-0 ¥-27-0| 1-6-0 | 520-0) 445-0] 936-0) 218-0 i $310] 2230] 1-300) 2190| 561-0] 93-349.0 
A. Williams 240-1 | 231-0 247-0) 5-502) 1-4-0| 1-150] 3381) 120 [ 2-164 | parol 1-4-0) 28-1/ 1-9-0]  25-226-6 
Robinson 13-0 231-1 | i 761) 130-0] L160 6-762 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing.stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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0 St. Louis Rams Pa NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. EXP. COLLEGE GP/GS 
0 One Rams Way : : 99 Agnew, Ray DE 6-3. 285 11 North Carolina State 16/16 
St. Louis, Missouri 63045 = 20 Allen, Taje CB. 5-10 185 4 Texas 16/2 
Q tied fda Sibson Gites = 79 Anderson, Bennie OG 6-3 326 R Tennessee State 
\| Stadium: TransWorld Dome : = 92 Barnes, Lionel DE 6-4 264 2 NE Louisiana 3/0 
Capacity: 66,000 = _83 Blevins, Darrius WR 62 216 1 Memphis | 0/0 
2 . Playing surface: AstroTurt - 32 Bly, Dre’ CB 5-9 185 2 North Carolina 16/1 
iy Mike Martz 1999 record: 13-3; First in NFC West . 39 Bowen, Matt $s 6-1 202 fA lowa 
5 : : e 27 Brown, Darwin CB 5-10 175 1 Texas Tech 0/o 
rm nea Nees raheem _ & 80 Bruce, Isaac WR 6-0 188 7 Memphis 16/16 
Vice chairman: Stan Kroenke; President: John Shaw; President-football operations: = 47 “17 Burley, Siaha WR 5-41 175. 1 Central Florida 0/0 
r Jay Zygmunt; General manager: Charley Armey = 33 Bi h. Gin 210 6 Florida S 67 
% Head coach: Mike Martz Pd 24 cana <n = = = — 
Assistant coaches: Steve Brown, secondary, Sam Clark, defensive asst; Chris Clauson, @ anidate, song 5-11 198 Arizona 
strength and conditioning; Peter Giunta, defensive coordinator, Carl Hairston, defensive ® _93 Carter, Kevin DE 6-5 280 6 Florida 16/16 
line, Mike Haluchak, linebackers; Jim Hanifan, offensive line; Bobby Jackson, running 58 Chatham, Matt LB 6-4 242 1 South Dakota 0/0 
gece crm, ena cna Je Mab, at Ned caciterove OA Chl, Mak_RB_ 60 205 A Norte Cobras 
terbacks: Al Saunders, wide receivers; Brandon Schwab, coaching asst: Howard Tippett, w 38 Coady, Rich SS 6-0 203 2 Texas A&M = SBD: 
defensive asst.; Ken Zam offensive asst. : OUINS, arson-Newman 
, pese, = 54 Collins, Todd LB 6-2 248 8 Carson-N 16/13 
m 84 Conwell, Ernie TE 6-1 265 5 Washington 3/0 
- 26. Crosby, Clifton CB 5-9 172 1 Maryland 0/0 
- 12 Dodson, Damien WR 5-7 167 FR Memphis 
, « 75 Farr, D'Marco DT 6-1 280 7 Washington 16/16 
WR 88 HOLT 81 Hakim 82 Horne = 28 Faulk, Marshall RB 5-10 211 7 San Diego State 16/16 
OLT 76 PAGE 70 St. Clair* 71 Noa* = 59 Fletcher, London _—LB_ 5-10 241 3 John Carroll 16/16 
OLG 61 NUTTEN 73 Spikes 72 Kline* m= 37 Fox, Derek $s 5-10 193  R_ Penn State 
C 67 McCOLLUM 72 Kline* 63 Riti - 2 Germaine; Joe ES go aS 2 Ohio “2. Ohio State a 
ORG 62 TIMMERMAN 71 Noa” 79 Anderson* - Sen tere u ae 
OT Be TORE a tle Fi Nca® = 81 Hakim, Az-Zahir WR 5-10 179 3 San Diego State 15/0 
vial ey = 4 Hall, Jeff PK 5-11 190 1 Tennessee 0/0 
TE 84 CONWELL 86 Williams 45 Robinson = 49 Hass, Alex TE 6-4 267. R Minnesota _ 
WR 80 87 Proehl 83 Blevins = 95 Hobgood-Chittick, Nate DT 6-3 290 3 North Carolina 10/0 
= oT 
QB 13 WARNER 10 Green 9 Germaine - 42 Hodgins, James RB 5-11. 230 2 San Jose State 15/0 
FB 25 HOLCOMBE 42 Hodgins mw 25 Holcombe, Robert RB 5-11 230 3 Iilinois 15/7 
pougs = > 
RB 28 FAULK 31 Loville 24 Canidate* = _88 Holt, Torry WR 6-0 190 2 North Carolina State 10/0 
= 82 Horne, Tony WR 5-9 173 3 Clemson 12/0 
ean eS ee = 94 Hyder, Gaylon DT 65 290 2 Texas Christian 4/0 
GARTER loran foung* _ ® 18 Jackson, Curtis WR 5-10 180 RA Texas 
DLT 99 AGNEW 90 Zgonina 94 Hyder = 55 Jones, Bryan LB 63 210 1 Oregon Slate 0/0 
£9 ryai <0 9 
DAT 75 FARR 95 Hobgood-Chittick © 52 Jones, Mike LB 6-1 240 10 Missouri 16/16 
5 —— 
DRE 98 WISTROM 92 Barnes 96 Moran - 19 Kidd, James WR 5-8 160 1 Colorado 0/0 
LLB 52 JONES 91 Pelshak " 72 Kline, Andrew 0G 6-2 303 R_ San Diego State 
= 44 Lewis, Derek TE 6-1 250 1 Texas o/O 
MLB 59 FLETCHER 53 Miller = 57 Little, Leonard LB 6-3 237 3 Tennessee 6/0 
RLB 54 GOLLINS 57 Little 91 Pelshak ® — 5 Looker, Dane WR 5-11 188 AR Washington 
LCB 41 WGHT 20 Allen 22 Shepherd” = 31 Loville, Derek RB 5-10 210 10 Oregon 10/0 
RCB 21 McCLEON 32 Bly 20 Allen we 41 Lyght, Todd cB 6-0 190 10 Notre Dame 16/16 
SS 23 BUSH 38 Coady — 39 Bowen* 35 Lyle, Keith s 62 210 7 Virginia _ 9/9 
FS 35 LYLE 38 Coady 39 Bowen* ~ 69 Marsaut, Bill OT 6-5 294 Rf lowa State 
@ 21 McCleon, Dexter CB 5-10 195 4 Clemson 15/15 
UC SS SSS aS SSS SS} = 67 McCollum, Andy OG-C 64 295 7 Toledo 16/2 
P11 TUTEN = _ 8 McGuffey, Corte QB 60 210 R Northern Colorado 
PK 14 WILKINS 4 Hall = 64 McNutt, Antoine OG 6-3 348 RA _ Tennesse State 
H 11 TUTEN 35 Lyle & 53 Miller, Keith LB 6-1 242 R_ California 
PR 81 HAKIM 24 Canidate* 82 Horne = 97 Mitchell, Barry DL 6-3 254 1 Idaho 0/0 
KR 82 HORNE 24 Canidate" 81 Hakim « _16 Mitchell, Lonny _WR 6-1 200 FR San Diego State 
KC 45 ROBINSON 90 Zaonina a 15 Montgomery, Wendell WR 6-2 209 R Wyoming 
g° = 96 Moran, Sean DT 63 275 5 Colorado State 0/0 
- 71 Noa, Kaulana OT 6-4 320 FR Hawaii 
- 61 Nutten, Tom OG 6-5 300 4 Western Michigan 14/14 
= _ 3 O'Neal, Mike P 6-0 190 1 Idaho 0/0 
= ™ 76 Pace, Orlando OT 6-7 320 4 Ohio State 16/16 
All times Eastern Pointspread refers to St. Louis 2 
DATE OPPONENT TIME = ot Pelshak Toy __18_6.2_ 202 2 North Carolina Ast __2 
Sept.4 Denver 9pm. | Sept.12 Baltimore (0) 27-10 a roe rey _ ee = 4 mate press 
Sept. 10 at Seattle 4:15pm, | Sept.19 BYE 2 oe en 
Sept. 26 Atlanta (41.5) 35-7 © 45 Robinson, Jeff TE 6-4 275 8 Idaho 16/9 
I {Pm | Oct.3 _AtCincinnati (4) 38-10. % 22 Shepherd, Jacoby CB 6-1 195 R Oklahoma State 
Sept. 24) al Allanta ipm. | Oct.10 San Francisco (-35) 42:20 % 68 Sherrod, Sam DE 6-3 262 R Sandose State 
Oct.1 San Diego 1pm. Oct.17 At Atlanta _ (4) 41-13 | 73 Spikes, Cameron OG 6-2 310 2 Texas A&M 6/0 
Oct.8 Open Oct.24 Cleveland (-19)_34-3_-™ “70 St. Clair, John Cc 6-5 293 R Virginia 
- ee SS oe a Ll — 
Oct.15 Atlanta i pm. pet. A Ternessee 5 aa = 62 Timmerman, Adam OG 6-4 300 6 South Dakota State 16/16 
Oct. 22 _at Kansas City pay || igcusas Geriee G05) 3510 = 50 Tucker, Ryan Cc 6-5 305 4 Texas Christian 16/0 
Oct.29 atSan Francisco 4:05pm. | Nov.21 AtSan Francisco (6). 23-7 j@ 11 Tuten, Rick P 6-2 221 12 Florida State 8/0 
Nav Sr Garcian B:20 p.m. Nov.28 New Orleans (-14 SE » 13 Warner, Kurt = QB 6-2. 220 3)_ Northern lowa 16/16 
Nov.12 atNY.Gianis 4:15pm. Dec.5 AtCarolina 3421 36 Washington, Damon RB 5-11 193 1 Colorado State 0/0 
Nov.20 Washinaton anni Dec. 12 At New Orleans eaten 30-14 = 65 Washington, T.J. OT 6-4 335 1 Virginia Tech 0/0 
Nov. 20 Washington ___SPm. | Dec.19 NewYorkGiants (10) 31-10 & 33 Watson, Justin RB 6-0 225 2 San Diego State 8/0 
NoV.26 5 New Orleans = URN |). pec.26 Chicano enn (GLO) GSI2 = 14 Wilkins, Jeff PK 6-2 205 7 Youngstown State 16/0 
Dec.3__at Carolina ipm. | Jan.2__AtPhiladelphia___(-8.5)_31-38_@ 86 Williams, Roland TE 65 269 3 Syracuse 16/15 
Dec. 10 Minnesota iipim:, ||) FOSTSEAGON! = (7.5) 49-37 @ 98 Wistrom, Grant DE 6-4 267 3 Nebraska 16/16 
Dec. 18 at Tampa Bay 9 p.m. Jan.23 TampaBay  —s(-13) «11-6 += 66 Young, Brian DE 6-2 277 R_ Texas-El Paso 
Dec. 24 at New Orleans 1pm. Jan.30 Vs. Tennessee (-7) 23-16 s 90 Zgonina, Jeff DT 6-2 300 8 Purdue 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


n the surface, it would appear that new 

head coach Jim Haslett and new GM 

Randy Mueller were walking into a bad 
situation with the Saints. After all, New 


7} Orleans was 3-13 last season, and Mike 


))} Ditka had traded 2000 first- and third- 
ad round picks in the Ricky 
Williams deal. But 
sometimes looks can 
be misleading. Going 
into last season, the 
Saints looked like a .500 
team with very strong lines and enough 
| blue- and red-chip players to build a solid 
»} foundation. A rash of injuries to key play- 


ers, poor utilization of talent and not hav- 
ing a quarterback killed the team in '99, 
This offseason Mueller came into a sit- 
uation where he had about $17 million of 
salary-cap room. If DE Joe Johnson, who 
missed all of last season, is healthy, he is 
as good as any defensive lineman in the 
2000 draft except Courtney Brown. And if 
OL Wally Williams is well again, he can 
be better than any center or guard in the 
draft class over the short term. With the 
money already available and the cap 
toom he was able to create with trades 
and by letting some players go, Mueller 
was able to add more key and valuable 


{ 
RICKY [TUS 


free agents than any team in the league. 
He got a starting quarterback in Jeff 
Blake and a half-dozen other potential 
starters with his checkbook and powers 
of persuasion. 

With the nucleus the Saints already 
had and the newcomers they added, they 
should be dramatically improved this sea- 
son — provided Mueller picked out the 
right free agents and Haslett hired the 
right assistant coaches. The Saints may 
not make the kind of jump that the Fal- 
cons made in '98 and the Rams made 
last season, but they still could challenge 
just about anyone in the NFC West. 


www. profootballweekly.com 


5 
2 
2 


PREVIEW —OOW¥ 


Offense 

The keys will be using Ricky Williams 
correctly and taking advantage of what 
Blake does best instead of trying to fully 
structure him to fit a system. A line led by 
OTs William Roaf and Kyle Turley plus a 
healthy Wally Williams could be excellent, 
and the Saints may have found two starting 
wide receivers in free agency and a block- 
ing fullback in the draft. 


QUARTERBACKS = Blake is only about 6 
feet tall and can’t be asked to run a West 
Coast type of offense that is based on quick 
reads and quick, short throws, with many of 
those throws on timing patterns, if he is to 
play his best. What Blake does best is 
throw high-arching bombs to tall WRs who 
can outjump defenders for the ball, move 
around, cause confusion in the defense and 
then throw the ball to receivers who are 
able to break clear. His greatest success 
came when he first joined the Bengals, and 
Bruce Coslet gave him a lot of rope to play 
with and let him throw only the routes he 
was comfortable with, But once Coslet 
started to ree] him in and asked him to con- 
form to a system, Blake struggled. The 
problem with Blake is that he is very good 
on some kinds of throws and wants to stick 
to those throws and not make the other 
throws in most offensive schemes. He also 
stops being a leader when things don’t go 
his way. Jake Delhomme was not on the 
radar until the Saints gave him a chance to 
start in Week 16 vs. the Cowboys, when he 
completed 16-of-27 for 278 yards and two 

TDs. Like Blake, Delhomme is too short 

and likes to move around and impro- 

vise as he goes. After getting 

Saints fans excited over his 

showing vs. the Cowboys, Del- 

homme’s performance in the finale 

left them with the paper bags covering 

their heads again. Billy Joe Tolliver still has 

a live, quick arm and can be an asset as a 
backup. 


RUNNING BAGKS = Ricky Williams was 
playing hurt almost all of last season and 
was never close to 100 percent. The kinds 
of plays Williams was asked to run con- 
founded the experts and seemed to go 
away from his strengths. Because he was 
somewhat selfish and immature, he pout- 
ed, let himself get fat and out of shape and 
got under the skin of a lot of his team- 
mates. When he blamed everyone else for 
his failures and asked to have his contract 
redone this offseason, he really ticked off 
his teammates, especially the men block- 
ing for him. Williams always has been a 
selfish, immature athlete who could handle 
success but not failure. When he was set- 
ting records at Texas, he was a big man on 
campus and did a very nice job of creating 
a public image that was very favorable. But 
if you asked his teammates from the 
Phillies’ organization when he was a strug- 
gling minor-league baseball player, you 
might get an entirely different picture. 
Nevertheless, he is a tremendously gifted 
runner and athlete who is capable of lead- 
ing the league in rushing if he is used a lot 
like he was by Mack Brown at Texas. 
———__— 
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PFW PROJECTIONS 


Saints brought in the ex-Chief in hopes he 
would develop into a front-line receiver. 


TE: 
ANDREW GLOVER vs. CAM CLEELAND 
While they will both be used a lot in two-TE 
sets, the one who plays the most in the 
Saints’ base offense remains to be seen. 


—— 
| 


lf Willlams turns itup anotch, and the team's 
new faces mold, the playoffs are possible. 


Five or six wins, This team is nowhere near 
as bad as it looked last season, 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


QB Jeff Blake, LB Charlie Clemons, TE 
Andrew Glover, DT Norman Hand, WR Joe 
Horn, CB Steve Israel, S Darren Perry, WR 
Jake Reed, CB Fred Thomas 


CB Ashley Ambrose, CB Tyronne Drake- 
ford, WR Eddie Kennison, WR Andre Hast- 
ings, LB Kevin Mitchell, DE Brady Smith, RB 
Lamar Smith 


2/33_DE Darren Howard 
4/96 RB Terrelle Smith 


6/168 QB Marc Bulger 

6/195 _CB Michael Hawthorne 
6/200 WR Sherrod Gideon 
7/228 TE Kevin Houser 


Despite having small hands, Williams can 
be a pretty good receiver. Rookie Terrelle 
Smith, who has only 4.9-5.0-second speed 
in the 40, was drafted in the fourth round 
because he was one of the top two block- 
ing backs in college football last season 
and because the Saints realized that 
Williams is much more effective with a big 
blocking fullback in front of him. 
> Wilmont Perry is an underrated, 230- 
. pound bull of a runner who can 
» catch the ball. He will probably 

be Williams’ understudy. Rookie 
Chad Morton could also make the 
team because he gives the Saints a speed 
dimension none of the other backs provide. 
Morton is very small but is a sprinter who 
is quicker than instant coffee. 


RECEIVERS = As a rookie in *98, 
Cameron Cleeland seems to beat a reputa- 
tion of being soft and injury-prone and 
looked as though he was well on his way to 
becoming a Pro Bowl-caliber tight end. He } 
caught 54 passes for 684 yards and six TDs 
and really improved his blocking. But last 
season, he always seemed to be hurt, and 
all his negative college tags popped up | 
again. This is a critical season for Clee- 
land. At 270 pounds, with soft hands, good 
body control and the kind of speed needed 
to get down the middle of the field, he 
could be something special. Ex-Viking 
Andrew Glover is a former Grambling 
wide receiver, high-jumper, triple-jump | 
champion and basketball starter and stand- 
out who grew into a pass-catching tight 
end in Minnesota. Outside, the Saints 
added another ex-Viking who went to 
Grambling in Jake Reed, who should be a 
very nice fit with Blake. Reed is a down- 
the-field, vertical receiver who loyes catch- 
ing deep balls. At 6-3, 215 pounds, with 
long arms and springy legs, he can outre- 
bound almost anyone and come down 

with most deep balls. Ex-Chief Joe 
Horn is not quite as tall as Reed but 
bh is even faster and is a legitimate 
'» home-run threat. Holdover Keith 
iL Poole does not look fast, but he has 

deceptive speed and soft hands. He has 

good size and excellent ball skills. Give 

Mueller credit for getting receivers who 
should fit what Blake does best. 


OFFENSIVE LINE « OTs Roaf and Turley 
and OG Chris Naeole were high first- 
round picks. Roaf has all the tools to be as | 
good as any tackle in the game but has too 
many lapses in his game. He can be domi- 
nating in both the passing and running 
games when focused. By the end of last 
season, Turley — not Roaf — may have | 
been the Saints’ best lineman. Turley is a | 
mobile 300-pounder with fine strength, | 
and while he lacks Roaf’s great ability, he | 
is a tremendous worker with toughness. 
Naeole will never live up to where he was 
drafted (10th overall in *97) because he 
went almost a round too high. Ditka loved 
his toughness. Naeole lacks quick feet and | 
will struggle in pass protection, but he did 
improve a lot last season. If healthy and in 
shape, Wally Williams has Pro Bowl abili- 
ty as either a guard or center. He is very 
athletic for a 6-foot, 300-plus-pound man. 
But Williams tends to get heavy, and he is } 
coming back from a herniated disc that \ 
required surgery. Jerry Fontenot is a veter- 
an center who lacks strength but is still 
steady and smart. Tom Ackerman can 
play either OG slot or center but is 

much better blocking on the 
move than in line. He has short 
arms and will struggle with bull rush- 
ers and long-armed players who use 
good swim moves. Rookie Tutan Reyes 
was a left tackle in college but could move 
to guard if needed. 


Defense 


When the defense was trying and | 
(despite the loss of Johnson) still had most | 
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of its key players, it gave up 96 points in 
the first five games. But after almost every- 
one was hurt and many players quil, it gave 
up 249 points in the last seven games. The 
Saints have improved their personnel and 
depth through free agency and the draft, 
and if Johnson can play at the Pro Bowl 
level he was at before his injury, they could 
have an outstanding and perhaps even 
dominating defensive line. 


DEFENSIVE LINE » If healthy, Johnson is 
one of the best and most complete ends in 
the game. The Saints tried to deal into 
Round One to draft Kansas State DE Dar- 
ren Howard and regard him as the steal of 
the draft after getting him at the beginning 
of the second round. Many teams ques- 
tioned Howard’s toughness and motiva- 
tion, but the Saints loved his pass-rush 
skills and projected him as a rookie starter. 
The team lacked an inside run stuffer last 
season, so Mueller paid $20 million to 
Norman Hand, a king-sized tackle who has 
played the run as well as anyone in the 
league the past two seasons. But before 
coming to San Diego from the Dolphins, 
Hand was considered a fat, lazy under- 
achiever. Nobody ever accused the 
» Saints’ other tackle, La’Roi 
Glover, of being an underachiey- 
er, He may be short and undersized, 
but he is superquick and aggressive, 

very disruptive and is a’ very good inside 
pass rusher. With Johnson out last season, 
Willie Whitehead got some playing time at 
end and responded by getting seven sacks. 
Only Glover, with 84, had more for the 
Saints. Jared Tomich is an undersized, 


high-motor player at end with 4.8 speed 
and a mentality Ditka loved, while Troy 
Wilson is an undersized pass rusher with 
4.65 speed. This grade assumes Johnson is 
healthy. 


LINEBACKERS «= Mark Fields is as talent- 
ed, fast and explosive as any outside 
*backer in the game. With good health and 
more discipline, he could be a Pro Bowl 
player. Keith Mitchell led the team in tack- 
les and picked off three passes last sea- 
son. He is an athletic outside "backer 
who can run. Mueller is con- 
vinced Charlie Clemons, a situa- 
tional pass rusher with the Rams in 
*99, can be New Orleans’ answer at 

middle "backer. Clemons has 4.6 speed 
and is a mean, aggressive player. 


DEFENSIVE BAGKS = The weakest part of 
the Saints’ squad in ’99 was the secondary, 
which gave up 3,821 passing yards and 34 
touchdowns, missed too many tackles 
against the run and had its best player, S 
Sammy Knight, playing out of position all 
season. Knight, a natural free safety who 
overcomes 4.8 speed with great reactions 
and hitting, was lost at strong safety. He 
will be back at free safety this season, The 
SS position is still a question mark. At cor- 
nerback, the Saints signed ex-Patriot Steve 
Israel, a good player when healthy who is 
coming off his best year. Everyone hates 
Alex Molden because he was the player 
the Saints took with the 11th overall pick 
in ‘96 instead of Eddie George, but Mold- 
en still can be a player if the coaches can 
rebuild his confidence, Athletically, he has 
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what you are looking for. Mueller brought 
in Fred Thomas, a speedy, little cover cor- 
ner whom Seattle drafted in the second 
round in ‘96, when Mueller was in the 
front office there. Thomas is best suited to 
be a nickel corner who can match up with 
a speedy, little slot receiver. Fred Weary 
ended last season as the Saints’ starting 
right cornerback and is young enough to 
get better, Michael Hawthorne is a big, ath- 
letic rookie corner who had second-round 
ability but dropped in the draft because of 
concerns about is toughness and durability. 
Veteran Rob Kelly could start at strong 
safety if he ever learns how to tackle cor- 
rectly. Ex-Steeler Darren Perry, who 
did not play in “99, could be a help 
at either safety spot if he still has 
it. He never was fast, but he had 
great anticipation. Former Cowboy 
Kevin Mathis could help as a nickel or 
dime corner if he regains his confidence. 
He is small but is the fastest defensive back 
on the team. 


Doug Brien is no Morten Andersen, but 
he is a solid, reliable placekicker. Ex-Cow- 
boy Toby Gowin was not just signed by 
Mueller because he is a fine punter but 
because he can also kick off a lot better 
than Brien. Mueller also drafted Kevin 
Houser, a part-time starter as a tight end 
at Ohio State, because he is a very 
good deep-snapper who can be a 

third tight end, Players such as 
Thomas, Morton, Mathis and Horn 
can upgrade the return game, which 
will be without Eddie Kennison in 2000. 
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12-35 | _ 14-30 


210 


Fumbles lost 


Yards penalized 


Punts 


Total net yards 46 | { 424 | us 
Rushing yards_| 65 | 16: 56 129 128 | 61 22 
Passing yards 161] -223] 212 147 1 215 i81| 225 | 140] 355 195 | 233 274| 246 3544 
Rushing plays 16 3 | 28 33f 35) 37 21] 40 19 7 27 28 | 94 | 26 | ‘s| 
Sacks allowed _| =i [ al 3| 3 i 4 2 if Te 3/ 2 0 1 5 ol 45 
Had intercepted ut 1 =2)) Ol -= 22 1 oO} Ol 1 1 0 3| Ait 4} 2 0 ie 19 
Fumbles lost 2] 0 3| 2 1 1 1 2{ 6 ry 0 0 1 0 1 1 15] 
Yards penalized | 40 | 28 35 | 68 75 | 49 64[ 70] 86 50 50 116 _ 54] 60 86 | ca ‘o08 
4] 6 5 2 4 2 5 0} 6 77 
___ RUSHING 
417-0 | 2-22-0] 3-(-12)-0 | 18-54-0 | = SS =e Ee 
Perry eg | i | | 6-19-0 [46-03-06 | 14-54-0 |11-17-0 | 1-3-0| _48-180-0 
R. Williams _10-40-0 | 22-80-0 | 21-84-0 | 19-53-0 | 17-35-0 | 24-111-0 | 40-179-0 | 14-41-0 | 30-99-0 | 19-94-2 | | 23-61-0 | 14-7-0 | 253-884-2 
| Tolliver 2-32-0 3.9.0 | 24-0 424-0| 626-0] 6-36-2 7-1-1 | 1-6-0| 2-2-0 | 26-142-3 
_____COP SS — = —= ay 
Delhomme ] | ] 16-27-1 | 26-49-4 42-76-5 
— iw | i = | 278-2 | 243-1 521-3 
Hobert 11-22-0| 20-37-2|  843-0| 944-0 4-9-1 | ] 8-134 | 23-41-2 270 030 85-169-6 
192-1| 2233| 760| isg4} | 28-1 | 92-0| 2540] 120| 0-0 970-6 

Tolliver 7-15-0| 13-26-2| 28-45-2) 1453-3] 9-20-1| 1837-2) 12-150] 10-14-0 12-283 | 16-35-39 [ 139-268-168 

102-0) 185-1) 354-2 176-0 92-0) 211-1) 242-4) 159-0 | 3} _| 18841 207-1 _. 1916-7 | 
Wuerffel ] 0-1-0 2-6-0 | 15-30-2 5-1-1 22-48-3 

I Sill 0-0 | 18-0 | 127-0] 45-0 191-0 
* ——— ‘ECEIVING —e> = 

Cleeland 2-92-0| 1-19-0 | 5-69-0 | 7-84-0 18-0| 2-39-0 | J 5-62-0 1-2-1 [| 1-11-0 1-5-0 | 
Craver 423-0 | 314-0] 3-12-0 | | 4-220 3-si-0 | 232-0 { i | | 
Dawsey 3-a54 | i 218-0 | 111-0 =| 1-13-06 1-15-0, [ 3730) | 5-32-06 
{Hastings 4-120] 2-230] 2-150] 1-5-0] 1-420] 1-240 | 245-0] 2534 | 5-58-0/ 9119-0] 5460] 245-0 39-0/ 1-24-0| 3-50-0 
Kennison 211-0|  5-46-1| 455-0] 4138-1) 7-940] 562.0| 2270| 242.0) 941.0] 2980] 533-0] 4230) 2-190] 5-67-0| 3-054| 6-444 ry 
L. Smith 1--3)-0 1-16-0 290) 2.04 | 14 1-4-0] 4-96-0] 7-21-0| 2-15-0 - 20-151-1 
[Poole 309-1| 2694] 245-0] 3-500 | 3-25-0/ 344-0] 118-0! 1-8-0 S20 451-1 | 4-901 | 6104-0] _42-796-6 
[R.Williams [350] 110-0) 3-160 | —|-4-¢-9)-0 | 2-27-0 3-31-0 5-5-0|  28-172-0 


* Doesn't include all players, ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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NO. NAME POS. 


WT. EXP. COLLEGE 


aly 
a 
0 : 
a 5800 Airline Drive 54 Aleaga, Ink LB os 251 4 Washington 
Metairie, Louisiana 70003 e@ 89 Ackerman, Tom C-OG 6-3. 296 5 Eastern Washington 16/8 ea 
a 504/733-0255 = 89 Bech, Brett WR 601 201 4 Louisiana State 8/0 
: Official Website: www.neworleanssaints,com 5 -18 Blake, Jeff QB 6-0 210 9 East Carolina 14/12 
{| Stadium: Louisiana Superdome « 61 Brannon, Robert DT 6-2 293 R_lowa State 
2 | Capacity: 70,200 = 10 Brien, Doug PK 6-0 180 7 California 16/0 
: = 2) Playing surface: AstroTurf § 57 Brooks, Jamal LB 6-2 236 R Hampton _ 
; - Fifth j 48 Brown, Cuncho TE 6-4 272 1 Penn State 0/0 
a Jim Haslett 1999 record: 3-13; Fifth in NFC West aa Bulger, Marc OB 6-3210 A West Virginia 
SS | Owner: Tom Benson; General manager of football operations: Randy Mueller; Direc- § 61 Burroughs, Justin c 6-3__ 288 _2 North Carolina State _0/0 
ly | tor of administration: Arnold D. Fie!kow; Asst. G.M.-football operations: Charles Bai- ™» 43 Campbell, Amp Ss 6-0 200 _R_ Michigan State 
(& | ley; Director of football administration: Mickey Loomis; Director of player personnel: 51 Clarke, Phil LB 6-0 241 2 Pittsburgh 8/3 
Rick Mueller; College scouting coordinator: Rick Thompson ® 85 Cleeland, Cameron TE 6-4 272 3 Washington 11/8 
& Head hh: Jim Haslett ym _54 Clemons, Charlie LB 6-2 255 4 Georgia 16/0. 
SPRICCRR te SITUTES = 73 Cooper, DJ. DL 6-3 283 RA Arkansas 7: 
Assistant coaches; Hubbard Alexander, wide receivers, Dave Atkins, running backs; Joe 2 32 Craver, Aaron FB 6-0 232 10 Fresno State 13/10 
Baker, secondary-special teams asst.; John Bunting, linebackers; Frank Cignetti Jr, quarter- » 28 Davis, Troy RB 5-7 191 4 lowa State 16/2 
backs; Sam Clancy, defensive line; Ai Everest, special teams; Rock Gullickson, strength andcon- 12 Delhomme, Jake QB 6-2 205 2 SWLouisiana 2/2 
ditioning, Jack Henry, offensive line; Mike McCarthy, offensive coordinator Evan Marcus, asst. : 44 Destafano, Pete Ss 6-2 215 R Ca California 
strength and conditioning; Winston Moss, defensive asst.; Bob Palcic, tight ends; Phil Pettey, » 55 Fields, Mark LB 6-2 244 6 Washington State 14/14 
offensive asst.; Rick Venturi, asst. head coach-secondary, Ron Zook, defensive coordinator. @ 62 Fontenot, Jerry [ej 6-3 300 12 Texas A&M 16/16 
= — 80 Franklin, PJ. WR 5-10 180 1 Tulane 
w= 95 Garnett, Winfield DT 6-6 309 1 Ohio Stale 
38 Garrett, Shannon CB 5-10 180 1 Mississippi College — 3 
8 (60 Gibson, Desmond DT 6-4 300 RF Pittsburgh 
83 Poole 89 Thelwell a _15 Gideon, Sherrod WR 6-0 176 R_ Southern Mississippi 
= ® 82 Glover, Andrew TE 6-6 249 10 Grambling 16/16 
OLT 77 ROAF 78 Terrell 72 Reyes ® “97 Glover, La'Roi DT 6-2 285 5 SanDiegoState 16/16 
OLG 69 ACKERMAN 79 Halapin 60 Hunt w _4 Gowin, Toby P__—5-10 167 4 North Texas 160 
® 79 Halapin, Mike OT 6-5 310 4 Pittsburgh 9/3 
era Ee eae G2 Fonisnot => be Nicendsd © "96 Hamiter, Uhuru DE ‘6-4 280 3_Delaware State 5/0 
ORG 65 NAEOLE 67 Schau 60 Hunt " Ed 99 Hand, Norman DT 6-3 313 6 Mississippi 14/14 
Ont Tum ro Pca 7a Ros fe 
. > Lee 
TE 85 CLEELAND 82 A. Glover __46 Wheatley = _23 Hewitt, Chris _ DB 6-0 210 4 Cincinnati 12/0 
WR_ 87 HORN 88 Jackson 15 Gideon* ~ a Horns Joe ; wn e zs et S lawamba JC. 16/1 
; jouser, Kevin jo State 
QB 18 BLAKE 11 Tolliver 12 Delhomme & _93 Howard, Darren DE 6-3 272 R_ Kansas State 2 
HB 34 BR. WHLIAMS = 33 W. Perry 37 Philyaw = _60 Hunt, Robert OG 6-2 290 1 Virginia 0/0 
SMITH* 21 Israel, Steve CB 5-11 194 9 Pittsburgh 0/0 
ces t pesheh bu SO Eo & _88 Jackson, Willie WA _6-1 212 7 Florida 16/2 
Ca! = § 2) Johnson, Eric s 6-3 218 1 Idaho State 0/0 
HOWARD* Tomi 98 Whiteh 94 Johnson, Joe DE 6-4 270 7 Louisville 0/0 
pies distinc epee nee = _27 Kelly, Rob S$ 6-0 199 4 Ohio State 16/7 
OLT 99 HAND 95 Garnett 76 K. Thomas s 29 Knight, Sammy ah 60 205 4 USC 16/16 
DAT 97 L. GLOVER 64 Newkirk 76 K. Thomas p —6 rareu B Bill fo $4 1 200 3 eee - 
. ; a elle, Bryan D : lorthwestern 
DRE ‘84 JOHNSON 92 T.Wilson__96 Hamiter = "58 Lillibridge, Mare LB 6-1 240 2 Iowa State 0/0 
SLB 59 MITCHELL 52 Merkerson _58 Tulpala = 35 Mathis, Kevin CB 5-9 181 4 Texas A&M-Commerce 8/4 
CLEMONS ker: tw 66 McEndoo, Jason Cc 6-5 315 1 Washington State 0/0 
ee 2h Seen eren ® "52 Merkerson, lon LB 6-2 247 2 Colorado 0/0 
WLB 55 RELDS 91 K.D. Williams 58 Tuipala ® 49 Miles, Terrence LB 6-0 205 R_ Kutztown (Pa. 
LCB 21 ISRAEL 23. Thomas _36 Hawthorne* . 52 pen (oul iS ae 245 : qexss ! A&M 16/16 
olden, Alex - _ Oregon 
RCB 25 MOLDEN 24 Wea 35 Mathis ®= 30 Morton, Chad RB 57 187 RA USC 
SS 39 PERRY 28 Oldham 43 Campbell = 65 Naeole, Chris OG 6-3 313 4 Colorado 15/15 
KNIGHT = 64 Newkirk, Robert OT 6-3. 290 1 Michigan State 5/0 
BS:29 ghia) EOE SCHIP & "28 Oldham, Chris OB 5-9 200 10 Oregon 15/0 
Bren = § 39 Perry, Darren Ss 5-11 199 8 Penn State 0/0 
P 4 B0WIN = _33 Perry, Wilmont RB 6-1 235 3 Livingstone 7/3 
= _37 Philyaw, Dino RB 5-10 205 4 Oregon 13/0 
PK 10 BRIEN ® 83 Poole, Keith WR 6-0 193 4 Arizona State 15/15 
1 a re a0 
7 a well, Marvin ~ S 
PR 30 MORTOR* 35 Mathis B7iHotn = _70 Price, Marcus OT 66 321 3 Louisiana State 0/0 
KR 30 MORTON* 87 Horn 15 Gideon" & 74 Raynock, Chase OT 6-6 305 AR Montana s 
HOUSER* @ _86 Reed, Jake WR 6-3 220 10 Grambling _ 16/9 
Sot GE. Mondeo = 72 Reyes, Tutan OT 6-3 299 Al Mississippi = 
* Rookie & (77 Roaf, William OT 6-5 312 8 Louisiana Tech 16/16 
oe 17 Rodgers, Anthony WR 6-3. 190 2 CalState-Northridge 0/0 
a] = 67 Schau, Tom C 6-4 294 1 Illinois — 0/0 
= t » oR = 75 Setzer, Bob OT 6-4 280 1 Boise State 0/0 
All times Eastern Pointspread refers to New Orleans a 41 Smith, Terrelle FB 6-0 246 _A_ Arizona State = 
DATE OPPONENT TIME 53 Spragan, Donnie LB 6-4 240 2 Stanford 0/0 
F = _19 Stevens, L.C. WR 6-4 218 1‘ North Carolina 0/0 
Sept. 3_ Detroit 1pm. | Sept. 12. Carolina (3.5) 1910 & 78 Terrell, Daryl OT 6-5 296 2 Southern Mississippi 12/1 
Sept. 10 at San Diego 4:15 p.m. Sept.19 AtSan Francisco (+10) 21-28 ™ 89 Thelwell, Ryan WR 6-2 188 2 Minnesota 0/0 
Sept. 17 at Seattle 4:15 p.m, | Sept.26 BYE = 23 Thomas, Fred CB 5-9 1725 TeqnsssseMartty 0 
: 76 Thomas, Kevin OT 6-2 310 1 Delta State 0/0 
Sept. 24 Philadelphia 1 p.m. Oct. 3 At Chicago (0) 10-14 - 11 Tolliver, Billy Joe QB 61 2i7_ 11 Texas Tech 10/7 
Oct.1 Open Oct.10 Atlanta (-4) 17-20 § 90 Tomich, Jared DE 6-2 272 4 Hebraska 8/6 
Oct. 8 t Chica 1pm. 47 43) 21-24 @ _98 Tuipala, Joe LB 6-0 240 1 San Diego State 0/0 
Oct. 15 amar rai = - See Giants = 3-31 : 68 Turley, Kyle 2 or G5. — $00 3, San Diego Stale 1618 
: Me u @ 42 Vaughn, Gerald Ss 6-3. 195 1_~Mississippi_ 0/0 
Oct, 22 at Atlanta 1pm. Oct.31 Cleveland (-9) 16-21 m@ 50 Ward, Phillip LB 6-2 235 1 UCLA 0/0 
Oct. 29 _at Arizona 4:05pm. | Nov.7 Tampa Bay (35) i631 § 21 warren, Brent OG 65 — $38 1 Syrmquse mi 
Nov.5 San Francisco ipm. | Nov.14 San Francisco (1) 246 8 46 Wheatley Aus Austin (eo 63 254A lowa = 
Nov. 12 at Carolina 1pm. Nov, 21 At Jacksonville  (+12,5) 23-41 x! 8 Whitehead, Willie DE 6-3. 285 2 Auburn 16/3 
Nov.19_ Oakland ipm. | Nov.28 AtStLouis (414.5) 1243 = S Wieland, | Matt re 80 __190 1 Seo Texas Slate 09 
= z 
Nov. 26 _at'St. Louis pm. | Dec.5 At Atlanta (+4) 1295 = “97 Williams, K.D. LB 60 235 2 Henderson State 0/0 
Dec.3 Denver 1pm. | Dec.12 St.Louis (+11.5) 14-30 34 Williams, Ricky “RB 5-10 236 2 Texas 12/12 
Hs 21 Williams, Robert CB 5-10 182 3 North Carolina 0/0 
, ; a : 
Dec. 10 atSanFrancisco 4:15 p.m. Dec. 19 At Baltimore (+9.5) 8-31 2 63 Williams, W Wally C-0G 62 3218 Florida ARM 6/6 
Dec. 17_ Atlanta 1pm, | Dec.24 Dallas (+9) 31-24% “46 Wilson, Robert WR 5-11 176 2 Florida A&M o/0 
Dec. 24 St, Louis 1pm. Jan.2 At Carolina (+8.5) 13-45 @ 92 Wilson, Troy DE 6-4 257 5 Pittsburg St. (Kan.) 16/4 
a 
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hen asked which team surprised 
him the most and overachieved the 
most in '99, one scout’s answer, with 


| almost no hesitation, was George 
|} Seifert’s Panthers. That scout said teams 
»} such as the Colts, Rams and Titans had 


some excellent, young 
talent that just had to 
come together as it 
Vv did last season, and 
WY those teams had 


drafted and handled 


' } free agency very well in recent years. 


} But the Panthers, who were created in 
'95, were a slow, old team with more 


holes than a slice of swiss cheese. Their 
drafting record included three first-round 
picks (Kerry Collins, Tyrone Poole and 
Blake Brockermeyer) who were not even 
with the team anymore, plus one first- 
rounder invested in Rae Carruth, another 
in Tshimanga Biakabutuka (instead of 
Eddie George) and two more forfeited to 
sign Sean Gilbert, the NFL’s poster boy 
for underachievers. 

But, despite all these problems, the 
Panthers went 8-8, tying several other 
® teams but missing the playoffs on tie- 
= breakers. They scored a club-record 421 
= points, and put up 30 or more in eight 
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games (seven of them wins). They did all 
this with a 34-year-old quarterback, Steve 
Beuerlein, who had been found lacking 
by the Raiders, Cowboys, Cardinals and 
Jaguars; and with very little team speed. 


One of the best moves Seifert made after 
taking over the Panthers in °99 was keeping 
Gil Haskell as the team’s offensive coordi- 
nator. (This season Bill Musgrave replaces 
Haskell, who went to Seattle.) In Haskell’s 
first year in ’98, Beuerlein started to thrive 
in the coach’s version of the West Coast 
offense. Last season, when many felt the 
Panthers would replace Beuerlein with Jeff 
Lewis, a younger, more mobile player, 
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PREVIEW : 


{) | Beuerlein had a Pro Bowl season and led a 
™ | high-powered offense. He threw for 4,436 


yards and 36 TDs. The offense scored at 
least 27 points in all eight wins and put up 
36 points in a two-point loss to the Red- 
skins and 20 or more in four other losses. 
Carolina did all this with one of the least 
talented offensive lines in football. 


QUARTERBACKS = When Beuerlein came 
out of Notre Dame in °87, the biggest raps 
against him were that he was so slow you 
needed a sundial to time him in the 40 and 
that he held on to the ball too long at times 
and took needless hits. Anyone who saw 
his slow-motion, five-yard, game-winning 
TD run in Green Bay can tell you he has 
not gotten any faster. But his decision- 
making, techniques, accuracy, touch and 
timing are much better than they have ever 
been. In the West Coast system, Beuerlein 
has to make quick, accurate reads, and he 
rarely has to hold on to the ball very long 
if a receiver gets open. But when Beuerlein 
doesn’t see anybody come free, he will still 
hold on to the ball waiting for a receiver. 
As a result, he will complete more passes, 
but he takes more sacks and hits than nec- 
essary. That is one big reason he has been 
hurt a lot in his career, The big question 
about Beuerlein is whether he has really 
become a legitimate top quarterback who, 
at age 35, can still approach the way he 
played last year. Many scouts feel 99 was 
a fluke season when everything just came 
together for Beuerlein and he stayed in the 
zone for almost the entire year, One scout 
said, “After all, quarterbacks are a lot like 
baseball pitchers, and people like Steve 
Stone have won Cy Young awards.” The 
Panthers gave the Broncos some high 

draft picks for Lewis, who looked 

somewhat shaky when he was try- 

= ing to win the starting job last 

summer. He is much more mobile 

than Beuerlein but lacks the starter’s 

feel and understanding and is not nearly 

as decisive or accurate. Dameyune Craig is 

a very athletic player who has a strong 

enough arm to throw deep and the best 
mobility of the group. 


RUNNING BACKS « Biakabutuka has gone 
from being a bust to being a tease in the 
past couple of years. Biakabutuka will 
have a few games when he puts up big 
numbers by breaking long runs and looks 
like the big-time back the team drafted 
over George. But Biakabutuka needs to be 
rotated, and even then he can’t stay on the 
field that long before he gets hurt. He does 
have great skills in the run game, but his 
staying power is limited, and his mental 
and physical toughness have always been 
concerns. Last season almost all of his 718 
rushing yards came early in the season 
before he hurt his ankle. Natrone Means 

was signed to rotate with Biakabutuka, 

but in light of all the injuries Means 
has endured, the odds of him 

doing anything are not very 

good. Thus, the Panthers re-signed 
versatile journeyman Anthony John- 
son after dealing Fred Lane to Indi- 


GRADE 


‘i anapolis. FB William Floyd has never been 


PFW PROJECTIONS 


Playing next to Smith, Gilbert might finally 
justify his high salary with an All-Pro campaign. 


Pe 


FS: 
RASHARD ANDERSON vs. DEON GRANT 
Carolina's top two draft picks are expected 
to duke it out all preseason, with veteran Mike 
Minter moving to strong safety. 


r 


A playoff berth i y” picks up ‘where it 
left off and the D-line and DBs improve. 


if Steve Beuerlein is injured early, and the “D” 
remains unsettled, losses could pile up quickly. | 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


OT James Dexter, CB Jimmy Hitchcock, 
RB Natrone Means, DE Chuck Smith, DE Jay 
Williams, LB Lee Woodall 


’ 


S Brent Alexander, LB Micheal Barrow, OT 
Norberto Davidds-Garrido, LB Kevin Greene, 
DE Antonio Edwards, RB Fred Lane, OG 
Anthony Redmon, LB Steve Tovar 


1/23 DB.Rashard Anderson Jackson State 
'2/57_S Deon Grant Tennessee 
3/82 OG LeanderJordan Indiana (Pa.) 
4/120 DT Mckin! Mississippi St. 
6/147 DT Gillis Wilson _ Southern U. 
6/182 OT Jeno James Auburn 
7/221 LB Lester Towns Washington 


FIVE-YEAR HISTORY 


H “ 


the same since he tore three ligaments in 
his knee. He still catches the ball well, but 
the snap and explosiveness he had as both 
a runner and a blocker before he hurt his 
knee are gone, and he has become known 
as a fumbler. 


RECEIVERS = Wesley Walls is still the 
most productive pass-catching tight end in 
the NFC, and that translates into trips to 
the Pro Bowl. Last season he caught 63 
passes for 822 yards and 12 touchdowns 
and was at his best in the red zone. Walls 
has become a master at pushing off 
defenders and will catch just about any- 
thing he can touch. He no longer has 4.7 
speed or much quickness, but he reads cov- 
erages and zones very well and is on the 
same wavelength as Beuerlein. Brian 
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Kinchen is a career backup who can make | 


the deep snap and help on all special 
teams. Both wide receivers, 
Muhammad and Patrick Jeffers, exceeded 
everyone’s greatest expectations in °99, 
The oft-injured but big, physical, tough 
and powerful Muhammad caught 96 pass- 
es for 1,253 yards and eight TDs and 
stayed healthy for all but one game. 
Muhammad is a power receiver with good 
speed, but he is not that quick and will 
drop some. Jeffers showed speed, skills 
and big-play ability that nobody even 
dreamed he had. After being viewed as a 
marginal pro and a fourth or fifth wideout, 
he turned into the Panthers’ big-play 
maker, catching 63 passes for 1,082 yards 
and 12 TDs. In his last five games, Jeffers 
caught 35 passes for 717 yards and eight 
> TDs, with all eight scores coming 
» from outside 30 yards. With Car- 
ruth out of the picture, the team 


as the third receiver. Hayes is tall. 
rangy and deceptively fast, but to put it 
nicely, he is still a work in progress, not a 
polished pro. 


OFFENSIVE LINE = The team’s best asset 
in this area is not a player but OL. coach 
Tony Wise, who was able to make chicken 
feathers into something edible last season. 
His best player is OG Matt Campbell, who 
is athletic and is an all-out effort player but 
lacks functional football strength and gets 
overpowered too much. As a rookie starter, 
ORT Chris Terry showed promise. He has 
the feet to eventually move to left tackle 
but must become a lot more consistent and 
technically sound. He can bend his knees 
but often plays stiff-legged, and when he 
does, he loses his power. Ex-Cardinal 
James Dexter was signed to replace Antho- 
ny Redmon at guard but can also play tack- 
le. Dexter is big and is a weight-room guy, 
but he lacks lower-body strength and has a 
hard time rooting out tackles and handling 
bull rushers. The OLT spot still looks as 
though it belongs to veteran journeyman 
Clarence Jones, who is a stop-gap player. 
C Frank Garcia is a smart, tough. tenacious 
guy with average size and ability. Rookie 
OG-OT Leander Jordan has great size and 

very good potential. But coming from 
h~ Indiana (Pa.) with a limited football 

background, he is a long shot to 
» do much but learn in 2000. If he 
“J comes on faster than expected, the 
* Panthers could put him at right guard 
and let Dexter battle Jones at OLT. Bryan 
Stoltenberg can fill in at center or guard. 


Former head coach Dom Capers could 
not do much with this defense in “98 using 
a 3-4 scheme. After switching to new coor- 
dinator John Marshall’s 4-3 style of play 
last season, the unit was not much better. 
but at least it could use the excuse of °99 
being a transition year. Carolina was 26th 
in total defense and gave up 1,898 rushing 


yards, 13 rushing TDs and 4.2 yards per | 


carry. The Panthers also allowed 26 TD 
passes and gave up 381 points, including 


Mushin 


needs big Donald Hayes to step up 
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125 in the fourth quarters of games. 


DEFENSIVE LINE = Gilbert is as gifted as 
any defensive lineman in football. If and 
when he wants to be great and decides to 
play hard and within the system, he can 
dominate against the run and pass and be as 
disruptive as any tackle in the game. He 
still can be the guy who had five sacks and 
tackles for loss for Pitt when it gave Penn 
State all it could handle his last year in col- 
lege. But the only time Gilbert looked like 
that player as a pro was in his second sea- 
son with the Rams, when he had 10/4 sacks 
and made the Pro Bowl. He has become a 
bigger and bigger underachiever of late. 
Maybe the addition of ex-Falcon Chuck 
Smith to play end will motivate Gilbert. 
Smith is a relentless pass rusher who over- 
comes his lack of size with good leverage 
and technique and a bulldog’s tenacity and 
fire. The problem with Smith is that, as an 
undersized, overachieving end, he has 
taken a tremendous beating, and now it is 
starting to show. Jason Peter, Carolina’s "98 
first-rounder, can start at tackle or end but 

has been a disappointment to date. He 
seemed to have his own agenda last 
season, as he came in much lighter 

than the staff wanted him to be 

and was not much of a factor. Jay 
Williams, an average but hard-work- 

ing backup with the Rams last season, 
was given starter’s money in free agency, 
so he will get a chance to start. So will 
Mike Rucker, a 99 second-round pick who 
runs well and has some pass-rush ability 
but is more of an edge player who may 
need to be a right end who lines up wide of 


the tackle. Chuck Wiley and Tim Morabito 
will provide depth and may wind up start- 
ing again. Rookies Alvin McKinley 
(inside) and Gillis Wilson (inside or out- 
side) were added for depth. McKinley 
plays better, while Wilson runs faster. 


LINEBACKERS » OLB Kevin Greene retired 
after getting a team-best 12 sacks, and 
Micheal Barrow was cut after leading the 
team in tackles with 131. Yet the Panthers 
did not draft a linebacker until the seventh 
round, when they took physical Washing- 
ton ILB Lester Towns, who may be a step 
slow and a little late reacting. They did add 
Lee Woodall, a former 49ers starter who 
played for Seifert in San Francisco. 
Woodall still runs better than most and can 
play with leverage, but his play clearly 
slipped last season, and he was always 
undersized. MLB Dean Wells is a convert- 

ed edge rusher who runs fast but does not 

react quickly or appear natural. Donta 

Jones has the speed and athletic 

ability but has never really done 

it. Hannibal Navies is another 

*backer who works out better than he 

plays. He is a little late reacting, unless 

you play him off the line a little so he can 
see things unfold. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS » LCB Eric Davis has 
lost a step at age 32, but he is still an ade- 
quate player with good instincts and a nose 
for the ball. On the other corner, Doug 
Evans has been close to a bust since com- 
ing over from the Packers. The problem 
with both players is that they are paid as if 
they were coming off their best seasons. 
Ex-Vikings CB Jimmy Hitchock is a half- 


step slow and likes to gamble, and that 
means he will make some big plays but 
give up even more. First-round pick 
Rashard Anderson is big with good but not 
great speed. He is a hitter and is fluid for 
his size but is very raw from a technique 
standpoint. He could figure at either CB or 
safety spot. Second-round pick Deon 
Grant could replace Brent Alexander, who 
was cut after the draft, at safety, with Mike 
Minter moving from free to strong safe- 
ty to make room. Grant is a big, tall 
safety with superior hands and 
excellent range and ball-tracking 
ability against the pass, but his run 
support and tackling, combined with a 
subpar 40-time, cost him dearly on Draft 
Day. Minter has excellent speed and is 
tough but is somewhat injury prone. 


Special teams 
Provided he is OK after having knee 
surgery, left-footed John Kasay is one of the 
best and most reliable placekickers in foot- 
ball. Before his injury last season, he was 
perfect on 33 extra-point attempts and made 
22-of-25 field goals, with his misses com- 
ing from 53, 52 and 47 yards. Left-footed P 
Ken Walter had an off year but is generally 
good at directing and placing kicks. He has 
enough leg strength. Michael Bates is a 
great cover guy on special teams who 
also excels as a kickoff-return man. 
Last season he returned a pair of 
kickoffs for scores, including a 
100-yarder. Punt coverage was excel- 
lent because of Walter’s ability to place 
the ball and get good hang time. Kickoff 
coverage Was not as good but was solid. 
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WK 13) WK 14 WK 16 WK 47 | TOTALS 


STL. | w.0. 


Score 10-19 | 2 21-34 | 45-43, 
Total net yards 246 355 5686 
Rushing yards 67. 1525 
288 4161 
14 386 
é 51 


15 


46 
Sacks allowed | 2 0} 3 3 2 1 
Had intercapted 0 0}. 1 0 0! 1 0 1/ | 2| 0 i 1 1 1 4[ 15 
Fumbleslost | Oo! 1 o| | Sa 1 0 4, 11 Yar 1 1 0 | a| 14 
| Yards penalized | 26 35 =) 60 25 | 2) 75 93 35 20 1871 50 | at 55 60 54[ 877 | 
Punts | 3 6 5 3 5 | 3 4 7 
E 7 140] 2460] “se1[ 160] 3200. 140] 2()0| 1-120] 484] 2200 
0 | 12-1423 | 20-89-0| 9-100 | | 17-930 | 31-941 | 11-42-0860 | | 824-0 
: 20-0] 230) 3-62)-0_ 480] §14-0| 682] 3230) 24-0 2-3-4 | 7-4-0] | 
Jeffers : | Si) |e Se: I i 1(7)-0 | 123-0) 
Johnson | 3-20] | a! 7-6-0] 229-0 1-6-0 200 | $-10-0] _3-11-0 
ibane 6200/8320) 550) 4-00) 417-0] 620-0| 1555-0] 20-740| 13540] 3120 120] 14-0 | 1066-0] 15-90-11 4-160. 
PASSING ** 
Beuerloin 16-32-1] 16-26-1] 17-23-0] 23474] 23-363] 26-47-1] 21-353] 21-34-0| 24-302] 21-270] 1827-0] 21422) 29420 27-38-0 | 18-951] 2241-0 
207-1 | _216-3| 204-1 | _334-1| 300-4 | 299-0] _256-0| 201-3 _286-1| 199-2| 2623| 2663) 37a-9| 368-4 | 263-2] 900-5 
= r = “RECEIVING = 
150] 120) 1-40) 1-120 2.35.0 | | 342-0[ 3-250] 3-17-0] 326-0] I [421-0 
563-0 |" 2-27-0/ 335-0 362.0 | | = ai { [ Tt I 
= 243-0] 18-0) _|_ 414-0 | 3310] 2400] 2260] 17-0) 2200) 432-0 | 13-01 
al 17-0 | 2-60-0 | 124-0 | | ssa | igen | | 2. 
; 117-0 | 5.57.0 | 6-60-0 | 2304 | 343-0/  3.34¢0| 3-314] 7107-1] 147-2 5160-2 | _7-165-2 | 63-1062-12 
1-0-0 2-9-0 | #41-0) 331-0] 1-11-0 [211-0 = i 
] Ses 1-8-0] [= 220 18-0 | | 4-26-1| 
236-0| 318-0! 2190| 1-50! 23-0! 4170) 2200] 390) | 1-3-0 
wad =| | 1-6-0 a HI i 
| 119-0 | 3-19-0 | 332-0) 248-0 | 17-0] 4-8-0 
4-64-0 | 4103-1 | 8117-0 | 6-151-0| 6-96-11! 462-0] 5-620) B88-2| 8-125.0) 7-720 4-46-0 | 8-51-0 
337-1 | 5832) 144] 2494] 5701! 7-830) 348-0) 5-700! S541! 4391| 3037] 44511 6.960 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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TEAM DIRECTORY 


PREVIEVY 


. 
x a 
Carolina Panthers Pe NO. NAME POs. WT. EXP. C 
800 South Mint Street e 46 Anderson, Rashard DB ee 204 _R_Jackson State 
| Charlotte, North Carolina 28202 = “82 Arndt, Bryan TE 6-4 255 
| 704/358-7000 = 24 Bates, Michael “RB 5-10 189 
Official Website: www.cpanthers.com ® 77 Best, Dan_ OT 6-5 290 _1 Western Carolina 
Stadium: Ericsson Stadium «= _’7 Beuerlein, Steve QB 6-3_~—-220:~-14 Notre Dame 16/16 
Capacity: 73,250 es 73 cree Jim OG 6-4 oe 304 RE. Tennessee State 
G Seite d; 8-8; bd = 
jorge Seifert 1999 record; 8-8; Second in NFC West r 39 B Burks, Dialleo & 34811 Easter Kentu 
Owner-Founder: Jerry Richardson; President-Carolinas Stadium Corp.: Jon Richard- & Pe Campbell, Matt = OB s4 ane 8 South aroling 108 
son; President-Carolina Panthers: Mark Richardson; Director-player personnel: Jack ™ 9. eye = 
Bushofsky; Director-football operations: Marty Hurney = 84 Crawiord, Casey TE Sor 2545 BOVigint 
fo Saif ° = 72 Daniel, Robert DE 6-6 275 2 Northwestern State o/0 
esd concn; Googe Seltert = _25 Davis, Eric CB. 5-11 185 11 Jacksonville State 16/16 
Assistant coaches: Don Breaux, tight ends; Jacob Burney, defensive line, Chick Harris, » Dean, Michael WR 6-2 170 Ai Illinois 
running backs, Carlos Mainord, defensive backs; John Marshall, asst. head coach-defen- © 64 Dexter, James OT 6-7 320 5 South Carolina 0/0 
sive coordinator, Mike McCoy, offensive asst; Sam Mills, linebackers; Bill Musgrave, offen- o -7A Dingle, Antonio DT 62 315 2 Virginia 3/0 
sive coordinator-quarterbacks; Scott O'Brien, special teams; Alvin Reynolds, defensive = 33 Evans, Doug CB 6-1. 190 8 Louisiana Tech 16/16 
quality controk Greg Roman, offensive quality control, Jerry Simmons, strength and con- ® “4g Fields, Haven _—*LB 6-0 223 RA Auburn 
ditioning, Darrin Simmons, special teams-quality cantrok Richard Williamson, wide & “49 Floyd, William FB 61 242 7 Florida St 16/16 
receivers; Tony Wise, offensive line: = 16 Foreman, Shawn WR 6-0 207 1 West Virginia 
F = _34 Foster, Derrick RB 6-0 193 R Texas A&M Kingsville 
@ 65 Garcia, Frank OG 6-2. 302 6 Washington 16/16 
- 94 Gilbert, Sean DT 6-5 318 8 Pittsburgh 16/16 
@ _27 Grant, Deon Ss 6-2 207 FR _Tennessee 
« 50 Green, Lamont LB 6-3 230 1 Florida St. 0/0 
WR _ 87 MUHAMMAD _ 81 Hayes 89 Burks & 29 Green, Ray S 6-3 187 R_South Carolina 
OLT 75 6. JONES 70 Terry 78 James* a _14 Hankton, Karl WR 6-3 200 2 Trinity (IIl.) 0/0 
OLG 66 CAMPBELL liordan* 62 Moaridae* = 43 Harper, Deveron CB 5-11 187 R_ Notre Dame 
<a a a greg = _59 Hawkes, Michael LB 6-0 231 RF Virginia Tech 
C 65 GARCIA 63 Nesbit 67 Stoltenberg = _81 Hayes, Donald WR 6-4 208 3 Wisconsin ii | 
ORG 64 DEXTER 67 Stoltenberg _ 60 Shiver = _44 Hetherington, Chris FB 6-3 249 5 Yale: 14/0 | 
r . z6- Hitchcock, Jimmy CB 5-10 187 8 North Carolina 16/16 
ORT 70 Temsy Jee ny Best = 10 Hood, Kerry. WR_6-0 196 R_ South Carolina 
TE 85 WALLS 88Kinchen —_—«8&6 Mangum - A Hoover, Brad AB 6-2. 225 R_Western Carolina 
WR 83 JEFFERS 80 Turner 15 Montgomery” @ 12 Howard, Reggie CB 6-0 191 _R_ Memphis 
QB 7 BEUERLEIN ‘Ble Ota. = 78 James, Jeno OG 6-3 292 RA Auburn 
n ewis Taig = 83 Jeffers, Patrick WR 6-3 218 5 Virginia 15/10 
FB 40 FLOYD 23 Johnson _—-44 Hetherington @ _23 Johnson, Anthony _ AB 6-0 225 11 Notre Dame 16/0 
BIAKABUTU Te 99 Kana* = 61 Jones, Bryan OG 6-4 290 R_ North Carolina 
nese} a A ade, eabane 3 75 Jones, Clarence OT 6-6 300 10 Maryland 16/16. 
Cee | § 54 Jones,Donla LB 6-2 235 g Nebraska 16/0 
PETER ‘lli ‘ison* = 59 Jones, En -Emest _ DE 6-2 255 6 Oregon 14/0 
aoe ie a) BN A " "76 Jordan, Leander OG 6-3 _333__A__indiana (Pa) 
DLT SO MORABTTO 74 Dingle _98 McKinley = _17 Kale, Brandon "P 6-3 220 R Wofford 
DRT 94 GHBERT 74 Dingle 98 Mckinley” - 22 Kane, Morgan RB 6-0 222 R Wake Forest a 
ARR _4 Kasay, John PK 5-10 198 10 Georgia 1 
DRE 91 SMmTH oe Nyney 93/Rucker = 88 Kinchen, Brian TE 6-2 240 13 Louisiana Slate 16/0 
SLB 58 WOODALL 53 Navies 57 Towns* = 47 Lenon, Paris LB 6-2 220 —«R_- Richmond 
u WELLS 56 Rei 50 Green 8 Lewis, Jeff QB 6-2 211 __ 4 _Nothern Arizona 2/0 
aoe en == = —9 Lytle, Matt QB 6-4 225 1 Pittsburgh on | 
_WLB 54 B. JONES 53 Navies 52 Minor = (86 Mangum, Kris TE 6-4 249 3. Mississippi 1/0 
LCB 25 DAVIS 31 Booth 46 Anderson* tm _69 McGee, Mike DT 6-3 280 A illinois" 
m 98 McKinley, Alvin OT 6-3 292  R_ Mississippi State { 
_RCB 36 WTcNeseK 33 Evans 51 Booth = “20 Means, Natrone AB 5-10 245 8 North Carolina 75 | 
SS. 30 MINTER 39 Richardson _ 38 Sanders* = _5 Meng, Eric K 6-1 192  R Georgia Southern 
FS 46 ANDERSON* 27 Grant” 83 Evans = 68 Mercer, Giradie DT 6-2 285 R Marshall 
- 82 Metcalf, Eric WR 5-10 190 12 Texas 16/1 
BS a | 52 Minor, Kory 1B 6-1__247__1_ Notre Dame o/0 
P 13 WALTER 17 Kale’ = 30 Minter Mike S_—-5-10 188 3 Nebraska 16/16 ff 
62 Mogridge, Allen _OG 6-4 280 R_North Carolina ! 
PK __4 KASAY — - rs ~32_ Monroe, Kevin CB 6-1 186 R_ East Carolina | 
H 13 WALTER 7 Beuerlein = 15 Montgomery, Scottie WR 6-0 196 R Duke 
OMERY* . x “90 Morabito, Tim =DT 6-3 296 5 Boston College 16/16 
wi A oasis = _87 Muhammad, Muhsin WA 6-2 217 5 Michigan State 19/16 
KR _24 BATES 22 Kane = ® 53 Navies, Hannibal LB 6-2 240 2 Colorado 
KC 88 KINCHEN 85 Walls ® 63 Nesbit, Jamar C 6-4 330 2 South Carolina an \ 
: ; = = i _45 Norman, Nathan FB 6-0 234 FR Arkansas 
Rookie = 35 O'Neal, Derek RB 6-1 205 R_ South Carolina State y 
2 Neal; be § 
= _28 Parker, Sirr _WR 5-11 196 1 Texas A&M 0/0 
{ = 49 ) Parmer, Jason LB 6-2 ~=—-230' —sR_ James Madison 
" 97 Peter, Jason _ DE 6-4 295 3 Nebraska 9/9 
All times Eastern Poinispread refers to Carolina . 56 Reid, Spencer _ LB 6-1 247 3 Brigham Young ‘12/0 
DATE OPPONENT TIME ® _39 Richardson, Damien _S 6-1 210 3 Arizona Stale 15/0 
Sept.3 at Washington 1pm Sept. 12 AtNew Orleans (+3.5) 10-19 & 93 Rucker, Mike DE 6-4 258 2 Nebraska 16/0 
Sept, 10 alSan Francisco 4:15 p.m Sept. 19 Jacksonville (+9.5) 20-22 m —11 Ryans, Larry WR___5-11_182 5 Clemson 0/0 
Sept. 17 Atlanta = GR Sanu suc mennall 6) 27-3 = 38 Sanders, AJani s 5-10 197 R_ Notre Dame 
eR P. Beey Slt ( = “18 Scott, Donald P 65 210 RA Virginia 
Sept. 24 Open Oct.3 At Washington (+8) 36-38 = 60 Shiver, Clay OG 6-4 300 4 Florida State 0/0 
EIS ay pe = “ot Sm Chua be —e:2 2639. Temesse ais 
; a mi uc _D eni 
Oct,8 Seattle 4:15pm Oct.17 At San Francisco (+4) 31-29 4 6. ‘Snyder, Shawn OB 6-3. 225 R Western Carolina 
Oct.15 at New Orleans 1pm Oct. 24 Detroit ~ (-4) 9-24 ~ “67 Stoltenberg, Bryan _C 6-1 300 5 Colorado 16/7 
Oct. 22 San Francisco dpm. | Oct.31 AtAtlanta (+2.5) 20-27 @ Bw ior, Chris, oT eS es z Recigia 16/16 
= = _57 Towns, Lester B 61 2 lashington 
Oct.29 _at Atlanta ipm Nov. 7 Philadelphia (-4.5) 33-7 “98 Tuaolo, Esera_ “DT 6-2 281 10 Oregon State 72/0 
Nov.5 at St. Louis 8:20 p.m, Nov. 14 At St. Louis (+10.5) 10-85 © “80 Turner, Jim WR 6-4 212 3 Syracuse 0/0 
Nov. 12 New Orleans ipm Nov. 21 At Cleveland (6) 3117 # Be: wes ee ue &8 250 SF Nississipp) toe 
ear alter, Ken = n 
Nov. 19. _at Minnesota p.m Nov, 28" Atlanta (4.5) 34-28. = 71 Weaver, Alton DT 6-3 276 1 Oklahoma State 0/0 
Noy.27 Green Bay 9 p.m. Dec,5 St. Louis (+7) 21-34 =» 95 Wells, Dean LB 6-3 248 9 Ken 16/10 
Dec.3 St. Louis 1 p.m. Dec, 12 At Green Bay (+7) 33-1 = 37 Wheeler, Leonard CB 6-0 198 9 Troy State o/0 
= = i z me 99 Wiley, Chuck DL 6-5 282 3 Louisiana State 16/16 
Dec. 10 at Kes City 1 p.m. Dec. 18 STC (-7)_ 41-24 © 96 Williams, Ja DE E63 2 380 5 Wake Forest 76/0 
Dec. 17 San Diego ipm Dec.26 At Pittsburgh (3.5) 20-30. ® (92 Wilson, Gillis DE 6-2 282 R Southern 
Dec. 24 at Oakland 415 p.m Jan.2 New Orleans (-8.5) 45-13 : 58 Woodall, Lee LB 6-1 224 7 West Chester 15/15 
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}} he last two years, Bill Walsh has 
tried to get the 49ers’ cap. problems 
in order. This spring he started the 

} rebuilding process by trading down in 

} the draft, getting extra picks in the first, 
©] second, third and fifth rounds and 
rebuilding more than 
half of the defensive 
unit. While a lot of 
people say that 
Walsh is over the hill 
and made a number of 
poor personnel decisions last year, he 
also made some brilliant moves and 
seems to have a well-formulated game 


F 


Ath place / 


NFC West 


7 
= Plan for the organization. 

= Walsh, who is grooming Terry Don- 

° ahue to replace him, handled the 2000 
= draft better than the 49ers had han- 

= dled one in a long time. He gave head 
= coach Steve Mariucci a much greater 
= say in personnel decisions instead of 

* acting unilaterally as he had in his first 
= year as GM. Walsh's critics point to the 
= fact that he signed Lawrence Phillips 

= but forget about how he signed Charlie 
Garner for a song. And, while bringing 
back Charles Haley was a mistake, 
dumping Irv Smith, Roy Barker and 
Antonio Langham (and their bloated 
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contracts) on the Browns was a bril- 
liant move. 

If the 2000 draft was any indication, 
the team of Donahue, Walsh and Mari- 
ucci can evaluate talent and fill needs 
while still getting value. But, unless 
Steve Young is cleared by both the 
doctors and team to come back and 
returns as the player he was in the 
past; and the results of the draft 
maneuvering rival the great ’86 trade- 
down draft that produced Larry 
Roberts, Kevin Fagan, Tim McKyer, 


Don Griffin, Tom Rathman, John Taylor, 
Steve Wallace and Haley, the 49ers will 
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not be contenders in 2000. 


Offense 

The 49ers still use a variation of the West 
Coast offense Walsh used to take the team 
to its first Super Bowl. Last season they 
were the second-leading team in the NFL 
in terms of rushing yardage and were first 
in average per carry, but their passing game 
was not always up to the usual standards. 


QUARTERBAGKS = Young is a future Hall 


of Famer. But even if he were to play in 


| 2000, would he ever be the same again? He 


is closing in on age 39 and was off to a 
poor start last season. His status was unde- 
termined at presstime. Jeff Garcia is 
viewed as a fine backup who is capable of 
starting. He was not coveted by the NFL 
coming out of San Jose State because he 
was about 6-0, 185 pounds, but he made 
his mark in the CFL before joining the 
49ers in *99. In his first start, he played 
very well and led the 49ers to a seemingly 
huge win over the Titans. Then he had a 
string of games when he really struggled. 
But just when people were writing him off, 
he rallied to complete 121-of-182 passes 
for 1,441 yards with eight TDs and three 
interceptions in the final five games of the 
season. One of Garcia's greatest assets is 
his ability to ayoid sacks. On 375 pass 
attempts in °99. he was sacked just 14 
times and averaged 6.78 yards per pass 
attempt. Other 49er quarterbacks were 
sacked 16 times on 184 attempts and aver- 
aged 5.34 yards per attempt. Some in the 
organization feel rookie Giovanni Car- 
mazzi could be another Ken Anderson 
under Mariucci’s tutelage. Carmazzi has 
all the measurables, including the high IQ. 
But the key question is whether, with bet- 
ter footwork and technique, he can be a 
deadly accurate passer like Anderson 
was, or will he be another David 
Klingler? The 49ers have a great 
track record with Hofstra grads 
such as starting OT Dave Fiore and 
Pro Bowl S Lance Schulters. Tim Rat- 
tay, a Garcia type who put up huge pass- 
ing numbers at Louisiana Tech despite a 
mediocre arm, could stick as the team’s 
third signalcaller. He was a more accurate 
passer than Carmazzi in college. 


RUNNING BACKS » If by some miracle 
Garrison Hearst can get back to anywhere 
close to where he was in ’98, when he had 
1,570 rushing yards, a 5, 1-yards-per-carry 
average, 39 catches for 535 yards and was 
excellent on blitz pickup, he will be the 
focal point. However, he needed more 
surgery this past spring on the leg he 
injured in January °99 that caused him to 
miss all of last season. Garner ran for 
1,229 yards and caught 56 passes last 
season. Garner was always a role 
player in Philadelphia, where he 
could not stay healthy, and at 
187 pounds he is not the blocker 
Hearst was. Still, he averaged 5.1 

yards per carry in “99. Fred Beasley 
replaced FB Mare Edwards, whom Walsh 
was knocked for trading, and was a very 
effective and underrated runner, blocker 
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. ’ DT. = * 
BRYANT YOUNG | 


FS PIERSON 
He's very fast, he's extremely smart and he 
should: quickly become a quality free safety. 


"A knee injury kept Parker on injured 
reserve as a rookie in '99. Rookie Webster 
could claim this spot. 


OB Jeff Garcia builds on solid December, 
and rookies come through big on defense. 


(_ OMSFEARE SONAR 


ifthe defense still reeks, and injuries again 
take their toll, the Niners could tinish 4-12. 


DE Charles Haley, QB Steve Stenstrom, 
AB Tommy Vardell, DE Marvin Washington, 
1B Lee Woodall, LS Joe Zelenka 


4JA6" LB Julian Paterson Michigan State 
1/24 CB Ahmed Plummer. Ohio State 
2/35 _ DE John r ginia Tech 
_2/A8 DB Jason Webster Texas A&M 
“I6S. _OB. Giovanni Carmazzi_ Hofstra 


and catcher. If Hearst is finished and Gar- 
ner reverts back, Paul Smith, a 225-pound 
rookie with good power and vision, could 
play a lot. This grade assumes Hearst will 
not be healthy. 


REGEIVERS = Not many people, includ- 
ing the 49ers, realized how much they 
missed Greg Clark until he was out at the 
Start of last season with broken ribs. Clark 
is a big, strong, tough tight end who 
blocks well, catches well, runs good routes 
and will fight for yardage after the catch. 
Last season was supposed to be the one 
when Terrell Owens and J.J. Stokes moved 
ahead of Jerry Rice and became stars. 
Rice, who no longer has the ability to 
accelerate into and out of breaks or to add 
an extra gear when going for the ball, was 


basically a solid possession catcher who 
had 67 catches for 830 yards and five TDs 
thanks to a late-season surge. When Gar- 
cia got hot in the last five games, he made 
Rice his go-to guy, and Rice caught 24 
passes for 417 yards and three TDs in that 
stretch. Both Owens and Stokes were 
major disappointments. After catching 67 
passes for 1,092 yards and 14 TDs in *98 
and then signing a superstar’s contract, 
Owens caught 60 balls for 754 yards and 
four scores in ‘99 and did not make a play 
longer than 36 yards, Owens is big and 
physical, can run after the catch very well 
and make the great catch and run. But he 
has always had streaks when he drops a lot 
of balls, and last season he seemed a step 
slow and was never really with the pro- 
gram. Stokes, who cost the 49ers two first- 
round picks and was supposed to be a 
cross between Rice and Dwight Clark, 
= had one of the more disappointing 
lh years of his disappointing career, 
* catching 34 passes for 429 yards 
f and three TDs. Tai Streets missed 

almost his entire rookie year with an 
Achilles injury he suffered two weeks 
before the "99 draft, but he has the tools to 
help this fall. 


OFFENSIVE LINE = Some scouts feel every 
member of this unit is a natural guard, Last 
season this undersized unit, comprised 
largely of late-round picks and free agents, 
struggled early but played very well down 
the stretch and was a big reason the team 
rushed for 2,085 yards, averaged 5.0 yards 
per rush and allowed only 33 sacks. Every 
starter started at least 15 games, although | 
Jeremy Newberry, who could not pass 
block at right tackle, swapped spots with 
Derrick Deese, who had played guard, 
early in the season. Deese and Dave Fiore | 
are undersized tackles who are solid pass 
protectors and get good fits in the run 
game. They also play with leverage. Even 
at 37, underappreciated OLG Ray Brown 
may have been the team’s best offensive | 
lineman. ORG Newberry, the baby of | 

the bunch, may have been the most’ } 
physical run blocker. C Chris Dal- 

man is an adequate player. The 

49ers lack proven backups, which 
~ is a concern, unless youngsters such 
as Phil Ostrowski and Tyrone Hopson 
come on. Not having the late Bobb McKit- 
trick to coach this group has to hurt in the 
heart and on the field, but Pat Morris did a 
fine job of helping McKittrick and then 
taking over for him last year. 


There is an old saying that not even the 
best coaches can make chicken salad out of 
chicken feathers, and the 49ers’ defense had 
little more than feathers at more than half of 
the positions on the field in ‘99, There were 
no comerbacks on the San Francisco side of 
the bay. and no edge rushers either. Oppos- 
ing passers threw for 4,295 yards, averaged 
8.24 yards per pass attempt and threw 36 | 
TD passes while compiling a 99.8 passer 
rating. That’s why Walsh, Donahue and 
Mariucci devoted almost their entire draft to 
the defense, and even after twice dealing 


www.profootballweekly.caom 


SCOUTING REPORT 


down, passed on Marshall QB Chad Pen- 
nington in Round One. Instead of Penning- 
ton, the 49ers took Julian Peterson, a pass- 
rushing end, with the 16th overall pick, CB 
Ahmed Plummer with their second first- 
rounder, DE John Engelberger and CB 
Jason Webster in the second round, Car- 
mazzi and MLB Jeff Ulbrich in the third 
and § John Keith in the fourth. Don’t be 
surprised if four to six of those defensive 
players wind up starting as rookies. 


DEFENSIVE LINE = When Pro Bow! DT 
Bryant Young broke both his right tibia and 
fibula in a December ’98 game vs. the 
Giants, some feared his career would be 
over, while others said that with his great 
work ethic and dedication he would be 
back by midway through the °99 season. 
Instead, he was back for the opener, and 
after midseason he was back to his old self. 
Young got nine of his 11 sacks in the final 
eight games of the season. Junior Bryant 
generally started alongside Young at tackle 
but also started at end. Although under- 
sized inside, he is a better tackle than end 
because his game is quickness and effort, 
not speed and bending the corner. If 
healthy, ’99 first-rounder Reggie McGrew, 
a quick, powerful 300-pounder who 
missed his rookie season with a leg injury, 
will give the team some needed beef 
inside. If that happens, Bryant will proba- 
bly be an end. Ideally, the 49ers would like 
Bryant to part of a three-man DT rotation, 
if they can find a left end, Then Engelberg- 
er and Chike Okeafor would probably bat- 
tle for the DRE position. Both Engelberger 
and Okeafor run about 4.7 in the 40, but 
Okeafor is more of an elephant, pass-rush 


end, while Engelberger is the stouter, 
tougher, more intense player and better run 
defender. Gabe Wilkins, a high-priced bust 
ever since the 49ers paid a mint to sign 
him away from the Packers, played 
» every game last season at end but 

» had just 27 tackles and one sack. 
Some in the organization compare 
y overaged but green as grass rookie 
John Milem to Pierce Holt. Jeff Posey is 
undersized but runs very well and showed 
some pass-rush ability last year. 


LINEBAGKERS » Ken Norton may have led 
the team in tackles last year, but he really 
made less of an impact than he had in the 
past and may be starting to slip. He did not 
pick off a pass, force a fumble or recover a 
fumble, and he had only one sack all year. 
Winfred Tubbs, a major disappointment 
since leaving New Orleans to sign a fat con- 
tract with the 49ers, could be challenged at 

middle “backer by Ulbrich, a young 
lh Hacksaw Reynolds type who loves to 
» hit and has fine instincts. Tubbs is 
a little stiff and does not take on 
blockers well, so too many of his 
tackles come down the field. Julian 
Peterson may replace Lee Woodall at 
strong-side “backer because he can play 
over and control the tight end, but his real 
forte is rushing the passer. Some have com- 
pared Peterson to a young Charles Haley. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS = In 1981, the 49ers 
started a pair of rookie corners and won the 
Super Bowl. In 1986, they started rookies 
Griffin and MeKyer much of the time and 
also had great success. It would not be an 
upset if both Plummer and Webster started 
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this season. Both are smart, tough, feisty 
players who maximized their talents. Nei- 
ther is the athlete Ronnie Lott or Eric 
Wright were, but both stood out in major 
college conferences. Schulters made the Pro 
Bowl in his first year as a starter at free safe- 


six passes, But, while he is very tough and 
pretty aware, he is still not consistent and 
may be better suited for strong safety. In that 
case, Zack Bronson, who is more of a cen- 
terfielder and ballhawk, could start at free 
safety. Any one of five former high-round 
picks with good physical qualities could fig- 
ure at some DB position. Rookie Keith is 
a very strong SS type. The other candi- 
dates are "99 draft picks Pierson 
» Prioleau, a safety with speed who 

was lost as a rookie cornerback, 
and Anthony Parker, a big corner who 
was hurt his whole rookie season; former 
first-round pick R.W. McQuarters, a bust to 
date; Ramos McDonald, a ‘98 third-rounder 
in Minnesota who began *99 as a Vikings 
starter but was cut and started about half the 
season for the 49ers; and Monty Mont- 
gomery, a cornerback the Colts had high 
hopes for at one point. 


Special Teams 

The good news was that PK Wade Richey 
made 21-of-23 field goals and did a very 
good job kicking off. The bad news was 
rookie free agent P Chad Stanley, who 
had two punts blocked and had a net 
average of just 30.7 yards. He 
does have a powerful leg, though. 
McQuarters can be a good return man 

but was a big disappointment last year. 
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ty because he is a big hitter who picked off 


Time of . 3 0:45 j x i E 30:26 + 28:29 e 32:20 Ie 
Totainet yards | 344 3 2 42 383 | 395 271| 365 a45|_ 308] 476) —s105| 52] B11 
Rushing yards 97 101 101 55 109 101 155 141 | _ 143. 164 79 151. 36 | 90| ‘57 37 1619 
[Passing yards | 247| 223| 149 337 314 282 240 130 222 181 229] 325 67 362 454 306 | 4068 
wal [Rushing plays | 4 30 | 29 21 28 27 | 31 31 39/30! 22 | 28 | 2] 26 | 7 24 426 
| Sacks allowed _| 2 ol 5 3 ral 2 1] 1 2 3 1| 2] 5 1 Fy 0 
Had intercepted 0 rie 2) 1 4d 3] 7) = 0} zig 0 UL) 0 
Fumbles lost 0 i 1 | =o: 0 
] | Yards penalized | 57 30 i 40 
(Busts 5 2 2 
x = i - x iw __|__ 58-276-4 
=e [380| sei] 150] 4240] 5350/4250 [4130] | 4-120 | 3-4-0 | 260) 440-0 | 6-361 | 45-231-2 
11-61-0 | 12-72-0 | 21-76-1 | 12-80-0| 13-520 | 16-85-0| 10-27-0 | 20-166-0| 1260-0 | 16-77-0| 15.900 18-01-1 | 26-107-1| _14-39-0 | 16-120-1 | 9-29-0|_241-1200-4 
| = tc | | | 2-6-0 4-43-16-49-1 | 
380[  220| 6-i024| 450) 494] 3480! too] soo; | ———— "= 30-144-2 
6-25-0| 3-43-0/ 219-0 | i) il ile 1 i [14-57-0 
at [ | T 5-24-0| 516-0] 5-350] 15-750 0 
= = as PASSING ** el a 
5-9-1 5-6-0] 21-330] 22-063] 22450] 14312] 758-0 815-2 | 33-49-17] 1624-0] 29-46-1| 17-29-1] 26-34-0] 225-376-11 
45-0 30-0|  243-2| 239-0| 296-1 188-0 99-0 89-0 | 437-3| 160-0| 303-2| _168-1| 373-2 2544-11 ‘a 
9-26-2 | 23-35-1| 19-23-1 45-84-4 ~ 
| 960| 2582} sa1| | aaa | [\| 
440| 5-45-17) tea21] 7424] 19-364 120 54-100-4 ’ 
—'f Al. | 13-0| 540] 157-0] 108-0| 195-0 5.0 8, 2 
[ | 2270] 190] 4460| 140] 1-90] 2190] 3-250 [3260] 2te0[ 3140] 6660[ 260, 212-0] sa2e0 Wi 
9-29-0 _ | 543-0 | 327-0 1-8-0) 2:22-0/ 344-0] 324-0] 446-0] 5-40-0| 4-46-0[ 118-0] 34-347-0 % 
1-140] “5-86-0| 3.00] 4-47-1| 567-0| 3240) 2130| 9930| 2-80/ nie 6360] 5520| 5620| 9621| 339-0] | 56-535-2 ~] 
576-0) §-49-2| 4.59.0| 9-339-1| 6-60-0 | [2450] 556-0! 6-120-0/ 2210] 94450] 221-0] 566-0/ 1-20] 531-1]  60-754-4 la 
15-0| 561-0] _3-15-0 2-11-0 349-0 | 1-11-0 I iF =3 15-152-0 
2170| 547-0 3281 | 656-0| 442-0 5581] sa5-0| 220) 431-0| 329-0| 4630] ster2| 217-0| 2561| 544-0 6149-0 67-690-5 VS 
ps0] 2120! 240] t120| 4540/ 359-0| 227-0] 1-110) 4050! 1-70] 1-50] 438-1 | 1 231-1) 51301] —34-825-3 i 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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a 
San Francisco 49ers Pe NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. EXP. COLLEGE BP/ES 
4949 Centennial Boulevard = 14 Allen, Mikki Ss 5-11 193 R_ Tennessee 
Santa Clara, California 95054-1229 @ _18 Arrington, Jermaine WR 5-9 176 FR Maryland 
408/562-4949 = 78 Barzilauskas, Bo DT 6-6 325 A Valdosta State 
Official Website: www.sf49ers.com . 40 Beasley, Fred FB 6-0 235 3 Auburn 13/11 
Stadium: 3Com Park «= _/7 Bell, Nate DE 6-5 290 FA _ Southern , 
Capacity: 69,734 = _82 Bell, Shonn TE 6-5 257 2 Clinch Valley College 2/0 
Playing surface: Grass = 76 Benetka, Daniel DL 6-4 310 R Idaho 
1999 record; 4-12: Fourth in NFC West n 31 Bronson, Zack Ss 6-1 195 4 McNeese State 15/2 
7 65 Brown, Ray OG 6-5 318 15 Arkansas State 16/16 
Owner-chairman: Denise DeBartolo York; Vice president: John York Ld 2 SE Ta Sa a et 2e8 a ROU om jee | 
V.P.-General manager: Bill Walsh; V.P.-Director of football operations: John McVay = 19 Carmazzi, Giovanni QB 63220 R Holsta 
Director-player personnel: Terry Donahue; Director-pro personnel: Bill McPherson = {4 Carter, Dwi ht WR 5-9 185 AR Hawaii f 
Head coach: Steve Mariucci a 15-Chew- Erie WR _6-1__183 R MoNeese Stale 
Assistant coaches: Jerry Attaway, physical development coordinator, Michael Barnes, @ 85 Clark, Greg TE 6-4 251 4 Stanford Wy | 
Strength development coordinator, Joe Barry, defensive quality control, Dwaine Board, @ 67 Dalman, Chris mam 6-3 297 8 Stanford 1515 | 
defensive line; Chris Beake, defensive asst.; Bruce DeHaven, special teams, Greg Knapp, - 49 Daven snport, Joe Dean TE 6-5 268 R Arkansas f 
quarterbacks; Jim Mora, defensive coordinator, Marty Mornhinweg, offensive coordinator, ™ 63 Deese. Derrick OT 6-3 289 9 USC jee 
Patrick Morris, offensive line; Brett Maxie, secondary, Tom Batta, tight ends; Tom Rathman, « 79 Dercher. 1 Dercher, Dan OT 65 293 1 Kansas 9/0 «| 
running backs, Richard Smith, linebackers; George Stewart, wide receivers, Andy Sugar- - 50. Dunlap, London LB 6-3. 232 R lexasChrstan 
man, offensive asst. m _48 Dupree, Terrence TE 6-3 252 R Duke i 
| 44 Emanuel, iI, Jim LB 6-1 237. R_ Hofstra 
95 Engelberger, John DE 6-4 269 R Virginia Tech” ' 
= _88 Fields, Chafie_ WR 6-1 200 A PennState ——S~S=«~S™YS; 
~ 74 F 74 Flore. Dave OT 6-4 290 5 Hofstra 16/16 | 
Waldet 5 Garcia, Jeff QB 6-1 195 2 San Jose State 13/10° fi 
— WH 51 ORNS 83 Stokes 88 Fields = 25 Garner, Charlie RB 5-9 1877 Tennessee 1615 | 
OLT 74 FIORE 77 Tenner 76 Ledford 4 72 Goodspeed, Dan oF 6-6 300 mm Real State a 
i 27 Grant carer B 5-10 188 Duke ; 
OLG 65 BROWN 69 Ostrowski 66 Hopson ® -F7-Hall, Pic WR 62 207 R Virginia Tach 
C 67 DALMAN 60 Lynch 69 Ostrowski . 47- Haris, Drae CB 5-10 182 _A_California ‘ 
ORG 62 NEWBERRY 66 Hopson 69 Ostrowski a 88 Harris, Mark WA e+ 201 4 Sian Bani —— 62 | 
—_ Ps art, Tracy - outhern Method 
ORT 63 DEESE 79 Dercher 76 Ledford = 19 Heard, Ronnie s 62 215 R Mississippi 
TE 85 CLARK 49 Davenport 82 Bell ® -20 Hearst, Garrison RB 5-11. 215 8 Georgia __ 0/0 
4 . @ _15 Hill, Marcus Ss 6-3. 217  R_ Angelo State 
= WHOS BE _—_ by Gtreets___ BB Fieigp™ = 66 Hopson, Tyrone OG 6-2. 305 2 Eastern Kentucky 1/0 
QB __5 GARCIA 19 Carmazzi* 13 Rattay* & 22 Jackson, Terry RB 6-0 218 2 Florida 16/0 
86 Jennings, Brian TE 6-5 238 R_ Arizona State - 
B GARNER rvey learst = annings, J aS 
= Fy ares = = 32 Jervey, Travis RB 6-0 222 6 The Citadel 30 
FB 40 BEASLEY 22 Jackson 27 P. Smith © "94 Johnson, Tyrone OG 6-2 305 R Florida A&M - 
——— EES Se ee B80 20. A furman 
= ® 71 Killings, Cedric DT 6-2 290 R_ Carson Newman 
DLE 90 BRYANT 95 Engelberger 96 Posey ~ “58 Kirk Randy LB 6-2 232 12 San Diego State 2/0 
DLT 97 YOUNG 90 Bryant 93 Richie m _76 Ledford, Dwayne OT. 6-3 295 2 East cane 0/0 
= 43 Lewis, Jonas RB 5-9 210 R_ San Diego State . 
_ DRT 92 McGREW 90 Bryant 93 Richie ® 60 Lynch, Ben Cc 6-4 295 2 California 16/1 
DRE 91 OKEAFOR 93 Milem* 98 Wilkins = 35 McDonald, Ramos —_— CB 5-11 194 3 New Mexico 9/7 
PETERSON* 5 cGrew, Reggie OT 6-1 301 2 Florida o/o f 
cas SunOS eet = 3 Mehlllon, ‘Dyral RB 5-9 217A South Florida | 
MLB 55 TUBBS 53 Ulbrich 50 Dunlap = _21 McQuarters, R.W. 5-9 198 3 Oklahoma Stale ia | 
Ree aU neeyen 86 Wesiey___.82,B. Sith ® -ai-Michel, Jako" B61 246 R- Northwestern Stata —— | 
al = er! f 
ee A i ——— | 
LCB 36 WEBSTER* 24 Montgomery 26 Parker & "93 Milem, John DE 6-7_309 RA Lenoir-Rhyne ”:—«C&YS: 
RCB 29 PLUMMER* 35 McDonald 36 Webster* " 24 Montgomery, Monty CB 5-11 197 4 Pouston a 
7 ane 62 Newberry, Jeremy OG 6-5 315 3 California 16/16 | 
SS 30 SCHULTERS 23 Prioleats 28 Keith ™ ~43 Nicks, Ronnie iB 6-0 244A Notre Dame SSOSC«CS@S 
FS 31 BRONSON 23 Prioleau 28 Keith* « 57 Norton Jr., Ken LB 6-2. 254 13 UCLA 16/16 i 
DSP Se eee ion | 
= 69 Ostrowski, Phil OG 6-4 291 3 Penn State 15/0 | 
P 4 STANLEY 7 Richey = _61 Owen, Dustin OL 6-2 310 FR Hawaii | 
PK 7 RICHEY = 81 Owens, Terrell WR 6-3-2175 Tenn-Chattanooga 14/14 | 
~ 26 Parker, Anthony CB 6-1 200 2 Weber Stale ee | 
H__4 STANLEY m= _1 Parks, Tom _P__6-2 225 Mississippi State } 
PR 21 McQUARTERS 32 Jervey 22 Jackson : 47 Pennington, Trey TE 6-5 260 R South Carol ina V4 
58 Peterson, Julian LB 6-4 235 R Michigan State | 
__KR 21 McQUARTERS 32 Jervey 22 Jackson = .29 Plummer, Ahmed CB. 6-0 191 R Ohio State | 
KC 58 KIRK 86 Jennings* ® 96 Posey, Jeff DE 6-4 240 3 Southern Mississippi 16/6 | 
* Rooki = 23 Prioleau, Pierson CB 5-10 191 2 Virginia Tech 14/5 
eokie m 13 Rattay, Tim QB 6-1 200 R_Louisiana Tech i 
= 46 Rice, Al LB 6-1 218 R_ Mississippi 
2000 SCHEDULE | = "80 Rice, Jerry WR 6-2. 196 16 Miss. Valley State 16/16 
a SU see UL ees = _ 7 Richey, Wade PK 6-4 200 3 Louisiana State 16/0 
All times Eastern Pointspread refers to San Francisco ® 93 Richie, David DT 6-4 280 4 Washington 4/0 
DATE _ OPPONENT TIME DATE OPPONENT SPREAD SCORE JM 38 Roques. A yen ee 550 is a yo 13Aa 
. chulters, Lance jofstra 
ERE SS SS Pe | STR en ASE eT nS Set Cianes DE 6-3 263 A Louisiana-Lafayette 
Sept. 10 Garolina 415 p.m. Sept. 19 New Orleans (-10) 28-21 . $F So Pee Smith, Pau “AB 5-10 234 R Texas-El Paso Pam 
Sept. 17 at St. Louis 1pm. Sept.27 At Arizona (-1.5) 24-10 = 52 Smith, Ri LB 6-3. 250 R Southwestern College 4 
a 3 ley, Stephen F. Austi 16/0 
Sopies atiDalias RES | Lee eee Ce a Ee oe es | 
Oct.1 Arizona 445 pm, || Oct 10 At'st. Louis (+35) 20-42 “89 Streets, Tai WR 6-1 193 2 Michigan 210 fas 
Oct.8 Oakland 4:45 p.m. | Oct.17_ Carolina (-4)_ 29-31 . “59 Swanson, Brennan _LB 238 _A_ Cal State-Northridge - 
: Oct.24 At Minnesota (+7.5) 16-40 45 Swift, Justin TE = : 265 1 Kansas Stale 
SSE at Greer Bay StS Sac MRVE oo ee = 77 Tenner, Jason OT 65 oe 1 Villanova 0/0 
Oct. 22 _ at Carolina 1 p.m. * 35) 627 _BZ_Irahan, Ty LB 6-1__ 232 _R_ Southern Mississippi 
Del 29 St Lous 405 ont | fee teh (-2.5) & "55 Tubbs, Winired LB 64 254 8 Texas eis ie 
OA Tom Nov. 14 At New Orleans (+1) 6-24 « 53 Ulbrich, Jeff LB 6-0 245 R_ Hawaii io 
ae Nov.21 St. Louis (+8) 7-23 = 45 Vaughn, Branon iB 6-0 230 R Tennessee Tech 
Nov. 12 Kansas City 4:05 p.m. — 38 Webster, Jason CB 5-9 178 R Texas A&M | 
Nido. Abana Gea | eee (+6) 320 = 56 Wesley, Joe LB 6-1 229 2 Louisiana State a7 |) 
Dec.5 _AtCincinnati_@3.5) 30-44 § —Jy “41 White, Josh FB 5-11 245 R California 
Nov. 26: Open Dec.12 Atlanta (+3) 26-7 © "98 Wilkins, Gabe DE 6-5 905 7 Gardner-Webb eis | 
Dec,3 at San Diego 4:05 p.m. Dec. 18 At Carolina (47) 24-41 a wees Antonio a a 300 R Bout Garona. stats Hi 
: ; — iams, B.J. lorthwestern State 
Vevabld a E Tat Dock 26 Washington 0-2) 20:28" gt ag Yates, Griff RB 5-11 205 R Southern Oregon 
Seorves Chicago 4:05pm. | Jan.3 AtAtlanta  _—_—(+8)_ 29-34% “97 Young, Bryant DT 6-3 291 7 Notre Dame i6/16 
Dec, 23 at Denver 4:15 p.m. * Overtime s 8 Young, Steve QB 6-2 215 16 Brigham Young 3/8 
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i] he Falcons are not nearly as good as 
1] the team that went 16-3 and went to 

Uf the Super Bowl during its Cinderella 
1998 season. But they are not as bad as 
the team that went 5-11 last season. 
When the Falcons got a break in '98, it 
was a lucky one. But last season, when 
they got a break, it was 
likely a bone. In '98, 
the team did all the 
=} little things that win 
games. But in the '99 
opener, the team had a 
minus-3 turnover ratio and 
missed two very makeable field goals in 
a 17-14 loss to Minnesota. The next 
week, RB Jamal Anderson suffered a 


season-ending knee injury. 

In fact, when you consider that Dan 
Reeves left QB Chris Chandler without a 
big, deep threat at wide receiver by let- 
ting Tony Martin go; that Travis Hall, the 
team's best defender, had thumb surgery 
in September and was basically a one- 
armed, one-handed player for the rest of 
the season; that Chandler missed four 
whole games and parts of four others 
with injuries; that future Hall of Fame PK 
Morten Andersen finally showed his age; 
that the running game virtually vanished 
without Anderson; that the run defense 
went south; and that the offensive line 
turned into a virtual sieve, it's a minor mir- 
acle Atlanta was able to win five games. 


Offense 


This is Reeves’ offense, and the two 
keys are having one featured runner who 
can carry the ball 20 to 30 times per game 
and having a smart, veteran quarterback 
who can handle a very wordy and complex 
system and make sound decisions. In ’98, 
the Falcons were a great running team that 
controlled the clock, but last season they 
were 30th in the league in rushing, averag- 
ing 74.8 rushing yards per game and just 
3.2 yards per carry. 


QUARTERBACKS = Chandler’s °99 statis- 
tics were far from awful. The team was 4- 
4 when he was healthy enough to play an 
entire game, and he still threw one of the 
prettiest deep balls in the league. But he 
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| lost the respect of a team he had won over 
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in "98 by not being an offseason-workout 
regular, sniping at others because he did 
not have an adequate replacement for Mar- 
tin, not always seeming to play hurt when 
some felt he could and seeming at times to 
lose his competitive edge. Chandler has 
always held on to the ball a long time and 
has taken a lot of hits. As a result, durabil- 
ity has never been his long suit. However, 
last season he was left almost weaponless 
without Martin and with a punchless run- 
ning game and an offensive line that great- 
ly underachieved. When Chandler was out, 
former Giant Danny Kanell looked tenta- 
tive and really struggled before giving way 
to Tony Graziani, an erratic southpaw who 
is in the league because Reeves sees more 
in him than others do. When Kanell got 
a second chance late in the season vs. 
Tennessee, he looked good before 
suffering a season-ending injury 
in the third quarter. With Chan- 
dler, who has a long history of miss- 
ing games with injuries, now 34 and 
Kanell not starting material, it might be 
wise for the Falcons to start looking for 
their quarterback of the future. 


RUNNING BACKS » Everything depends 
on how well Anderson comes back from 
his knee injury. When healthy, he is the big 
horse Reeves needs to build his offense 
around. But without Anderson, the team 
has no horsepower. At his best, Byron 
Hanspard is a big-play speed back who 
can’t be his own blocker. But last season, 
coming back from knee surgery, he was 
tentative, soft, a step slower and never was 
really healthy because of a bad shoulder. 
Ken Oxendine is a tough but not a talented 
runner, Filling in for Anderson, Oxendine 
and Hanspard gained 835 yards on 277 

carries, which comes to 3.0 yards per 

rush. In *98, Anderson rushed for 

1,846 yards on 410 carries (4.5 

yards per rush). FB Bob Christ- 

ian is a very nice complementary 

back with great savvy who knows 

whom to block and how to block them. 

He makes smart decisions, picks up the 

right blitzer and has good hands. But he is 
not a top runner. 


RECEIVERS « TE O.J. Santiago has great 
size and good speed but does not catch the 
ball well and is so in love with being a 
celebrity that he has lost the confidence of 
Reeves and some of the focus he needs to 
be successful. Santiago loves wearing his 
varsity jacket around town and doing his 
TD dances regardless of the score in the 
game. During the "99 draft, Reeves gave 
up Atlanta’s 2000 first-round pick for a 
second-round pick, which he used to select 
TE Reggie Kelly. While Kelly is a good 
athlete and a willing worker who: tries to 
block and has improved his hands, he was 
not anything special as a rookie, and it 
turns out he was traded for the fifth overall 
pick in the 2000 draft. Brian Kozlowski is 
a role player who is effective at what he 
does as long as you don’t ask him to do too 
much. He blocks well as a motion-moving 
tight end, has good hands, can find soft 


PFW PROJECTIONS 


A strong candidate to become the team's 
defensive leader in his third season, 


ORT: 
EPHRAIM SALAAM vs. TRAVIS CLARIDGE 
May the'best man win, Claridge, the team’s 
top rookie, will be given every chance to beat 
out Salaam, who struggled at limes in '99, 


Atlanta rebounds behind a healthy Ander- 
son and a decent pass rush. 


Another rash of injuries to key players 
results in a repeat of last year’s dismal season, 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 


CB Ashley Ambrose, LB Marcus Buckley, 
WR. Shawn Jefferson, OL Anthony Redmon, 
DE Brady Smith 


DE Lester Archambeau, LB Craig Saver, 
DE Chuck Smith, G Robbie Tobeck 


RO/PK PLAYER LEE 
2/37 OT Travis Claridge usc 
3/67 LB Mark Simoneau Kansas State 
4/100 OT Michael Thompson ‘Tennessee St. 
5/134 GB Anthony Midget Virginia Tech 
6/172 WR Mareno Philyaw —‘Troy (Ala.) St. 
7/211 CB Darrick Vaughn Southwest Texas St 
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FIVE-YEAR HISTORY 


spots in a zone and does solid work on spe- 
cial teams. Outside, losing Martin was a 
huge blow to Chandler. Replacing him 
with Chris Calloway was analogous to 
replacing a big, beautiful racehorse with a 
slow, little milk horse. Calloway has since 
been cut. Terance Mathis is a superb No, 2 
receiver who is productive despite a lack of 
size and stopwatch speed and is an excel- 
lent double-moye guy who is very quick 
into and out of his breaks. However, he is 
not going to frighten a defense. Little Tim 
Dwight has the big-play speed and explo- 
sive game-breaking qualities the Falcons 
need, but he is not really an accomplished 
receiver, and like Mathis, Dwight is very 
short (5-8). Dwight lacks the patience 
needed to set up defenders and does every- 
thing at 110 mph. Late last season, when 


Atlanta won its last two games, Reeves 


expanded Dwight’s role, and he responded | 


in a huge way. In the finale vs. the 49ers, 

Dwight caught two TD passes, includ- 

ing a 60-yarder from Chandler, and 

returned a punt 70 yards for a 

score, Former Patriot Shawn Jef- 

ferson has size and speed but has 

never really been anything more than 

a decent No. 2 receiver. If Reeves feels 

Jefferson can be a No, 1, deep-threat type 

of receiver as Martin was, he is kidding 
himself, 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN » The Falcons’ best 
and most gifted offensive lineman is OLT 
Bob Whitfield. But, except for the '98 sea- 
son, he has been a career underachiever 
who is better than most because of his size, 
natural strength, quick feet and athleticism 
but is not nearly the player he should be 
because of his lack of dedication, ORT 
Ephraim Salaam, who started and showed 
promise as a rookie, was a major disap- 
pointment as a sophomore. Unless he 
shows dramatic improvement, he will have 
to be replaced. Salaam has long arms and 
good athleticism but gets overpowered and 
is very inconsistent, He likes wearing the 
varsity jacket more than playing the game. 
Rookies Travis Claridge and Michael 
Thompson are his chief competition. Clar- 
idge is the tough, cocky one, while 
Thompson is the athletic and eager to learn 

greenhorn. Both can also play guard, 

where the Falcons also added journey- 

man Anthony Redmon, who looks 

the part but has not been able to 

fill the role elsewhere, Calvin 

Collins will probably replace Rob- 

bie Tobeck, who signed with Seattle, at 

center, Collins is short, squat, tough and 

athletic and is probably coming off his best 

season. He can also play guard, where 

Redmon and former second-round pick 
Bob Hallen are the projected starters. 


In *98, with former Rams head coach 
Rich Brooks calling the shots, the Falcons 
led the NFC in run defense and did a great 
job of forcing turnovers. But in °99, they 
gave up 2,062 rushing yards, 4.2 yards per 
rush and 18 rushing TDs and forced only 18 
turnovers. Injuries, complacency and the 
fact that some older players slipped all 
played parts in the collapse, but some offen- 
sive coaches argue that they finally figured 
out how to best attack Brooks’ schemes. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN = The Falcons lost 
both starting ends, Chuck Smith and Lester 
Archambeau, to free agency. Smith was one 
of the three best players on the defense and 
an excellent pass rusher. Archambeau was 
an overachiever and a high-character leader 
who started to show his age in “99. Last 
year’s first-round pick, Patrick Kerney, and 
ex-Saint Brady Smith are the projected 
starters at end now. The only problem is that 
both are linear pass-rush types with very 
good speed but who lack ballast against the 
run and are much better-suited to play right 
end than left end. Kerney also needs to learn 
to use his hands better. They are coached by 
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Bill Kollar, one of the game’s best DL 
coaches. Kollar has worked miracles with 
the Falcons’ top three tackles. Travis Hall, a 
95 sixth-round pick, has developed into 
one of the best tackles in the game, but last 
season he was basically one-armed because 
of injuries. He played with a cast on one 
hand because he had pins in his thumb, and 
then he compounded the problem by hurt- 
ing his shoulder. At his best, Hall is a smart, 
instinctive, active, hustling player with 
superb techniques and instincts and a pene- 
trator and disruptor who is excellent against 
the run and is a solid pass rusher. Both 
Shane Dronett, the other starter, and Ed 
Jasper had been cut elsewhere before Kollar 
got his hands on them. Dronett is a high- 
motor player with a great sense of timing 
that helps him deflect passes and block 
kicks, and he has an uncanny knack 
of seemingly falling into plays. He 
> uses his arms well, but due to his 
body build, he lacks great power 
and leverage in his lower body. Thus, 
opponents can run at him. Jasper is a big 
body in the middle who finally figured out 
what it takes to play in the NFL thanks to 
Kollar. 


GRAODOE 


LINEBACKERS = Jessie Tuggle is 35 years 
old and is starting to show what 13 years in 
the NFL can do to one’s body and legs, but 
Reeyes still feels he is the best middle line- 
backer the Falcons have. Tuggle’s instincts 
against the run and his heart are first-rate, 
but he has really lost his range against the 
pass, and he does not plug the run as effec- 
tively as he once did. Keith Brooking 
replaced Cornelius Bennett on the weak 
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side and played a lot better than people 
gave him credit for, but Brooking is no 
Bennett. The °98 first-rounder is very 
mobile and active, runs well, hits hard and 
can blitz or cover, but he does not take on 
blocks well. Strong-side LB Henri Crock- 
ett can play over the tight end but will 
struggle in space, is not overly instinctive 
and has a left knee that has caused him 
problems. Jeff Kelly, a tough and aggres- 
sive but somewhat limited °99 late-round 
draft pick, is being groomed behind Tug- 
gle. With Craig Sauer gone to the Vikings, 
Reeves signed another one of his for- 
mer Giants, Marcus Buckley, to pro- 
vide depth outside. Buckley is 
more of a weak-side "backer, as 
is rookie Mark Simoneau, who has 
exceptional speed and production but 
was downgraded by scouts because he is 
shorter than 6 feet tall. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS « The Falcons’ biggest 
improvement has to be at cornerback. They 
finally admitted that former first-round 
pick Michael Booker could not cover from 
a backed-off position and was pretty much 
a bust and that Ronnie Bradford was more 
of nickel corner than a 16-game starter. So 
they signed former Colt, Bengal and Saint 
Ashley Ambrose. Ambrose is not the most 
physical corner, but he is a solid cover man 
with quick feet. The LCB spot belongs to 
Ray Buchanan, an ex-Colt, who has started 
in the NFL since 1994, The cocky, husky, 
athletic and feisty Buchanan played at a 
Pro Bowl level in 1998 but looked fat and 
a step slow in 1999 and got very sloppy 
about his techniques. He was always cocky 


and fancied himself as another “Prime 
Time,” but last season Buchanan let his ego 
get away from him, and he really strug- 
gled. Getting to play with Ambrose, a close 
friend, could help. Bradford is a smart, 
heady overachiever who will hit but who 
gets stung because he lacks strength and 
power. He can be a good third corner and 
may be able to start at free safety. Marty 
Carter is a big, tough strong safety who can 
almost dominate against the run if you play 
him close to the line and use him more 
like a ‘backer than a safety. But he is 
limited in coverage, and he missed 
the last five games in 1999 with 
a sprained left knee. As things 
now stand, either Bradford or °99 
fourth-round pick Johndale Carty will 
replace Eugene Robinson at free safety. 


Special teams 
PK Andersen, who will turn 40 in 
August, really slipped for the first time in 
his career. After a miserable start, Reeves 
seemed to lose confidence in his kicker 
and would rarely let him try longer field 
goals. However, Andersen kicked much 
better after a shaky start and still wound up 
making 34-of-34 extra-point tries and 15- 
of-21 FG attempts. P Dan Stryzinski does 
not have the great leg needed to boom a 
backed-up offense out of trouble, but 
he gets excellent hang time and is a 
superb directional kicker. Dwight 
* is a tough, cocky, speedy, explo- 
sive kick returner who does: not 
always show good judgment or hold 
on to the ball. Kickoff coverage became a 

major concern last season. 
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28:48 26:52 | 28:42 34:24 27 : E z E y i 
283 226 290 367 239| 380. 240 334 -g09 2a9 | 506 8 
189 m1 6s|1s2] 419 126 149 181 131 7 143 2072 
94 115 227 215 120 254 1 153 268 212 363 | 315} | 
28 18 
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7 a E z 165741 
zz 111-0! 6a41| 250] 3200] 9542] 380 38-4745 
19-76-0| 17-50-0| 14-20-0| 10-32 0 14-44-0| _ 4-11-0| 26-102-1 | 16-27-0 | _136-383-1 


19-59-0 


19-37-0 
306-3 


E 2-19-0[ 1-10-0] _1-11-0 1 233-0] 1-22-0] | 22-314-1 
1-4-0] 331-1] 4-13-0|_3-40-0 2-8-0| 3-36-0] 2-19-14 346-0 1-7-0 | _ 40-354-2 
et 344-0] 361-2) 2474 | 4-20-0| 5-1020| 280-1 3-52-0 | 7162-2 | 52-689-7 
7520 1-230 | 110-0 117-0| _12-219-3 | 
| } 10-164-0 

3-49-0 3-20-1 | 1-260 uJ Par 11-122-2 

5-67-1|__7-75-0 | 12-166-1| 4-53-0| _3-28-0 1-6-0 | 9-98-1 | 3-46-1 : 4-41-1 | 5-69-1 
2-8-0 | 2-20-0 238-0 | 3-39-0 1-4-0 1-5-1 | 2-15-0 : 1717241 
1-20 170 337-0] 15-174-0 


* Doesn't include all players. ** Passing stats include completions, attempts, interceptions, gross yards gained and touchdowns 
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Atlanta Falcons Mit No. NAME HT. WT. EXP. COLLEGE P/GS 
One Falcon Place ~ 33 Ambrose, Ashley cB 5-10 185 9 Mississippi Valley St. 16/16 
Suwanee, Georgia 30024 “ Andersen, Morten PK 6-2 225 19 Michigan State 16/0 
ES ae AO a = "32 Anderson, Jamal RB 5-11 235 7 Utah 2/2 
Stadium: Georgia Dome ~ 9 Arians, Jake PK 5-10 203 FR Alabama-Birmingham 
Capacity: 71,228 ® 15 Baker, Eugene WR 6-0 177 1 Kent 3/1 
Playing surface: AstroTurf —- 67 Bernstein, Alex OG 6-3 325 2 Amherst 0/0 
Dan Reeves” —'1999.record: 5-11; Third in NFC West & 20 Booker, Michael CB 6-2 +200 4 Nebraska 13/1 
President: Taylor Smith; Exec. V.P. of administration: Jim Hay; General manager: : Zs Bere Rone DB aries ie nets 
Harold Richardson; V.P. of football operations: Ron Hill; Director of player personnel- © 5° Brooking, Keith [Bi 6:2 245): Georgia Tech 19/53 
pro: Chuck Connor; Director of player personnel-college: Reed Johnson = _27 Brown, Omar s 5-10 200 3 North Carolina 13/0 
Exec. V.P. of administration-head coach: Dan Reeves ~ _34 Buchanan, Ray CB 5-9 186 8 Louisville 16/16 
Bee ter a cer et an det ere aa leer neee (SL ve sei mae Aaa 
wide receivers; Rocky Colburn, asst. strength and conditioning, James Daniel, asst. offen- © ea Carters Marty > Gi 210/10" Midis Temiebhee SOUND 
sive line; Joe DeCamillis, special teams; Thom Kaumeyer, defensive quality control, Bil| & 95 Carty, Johndale DB 6-0 202 2 Utah State 14/0 
Kollar, defensive line; Al Miller, strength and conditioning, Jerry Rhome, quarterbacks; ™ 12 Chandler,Chris QB 6-4 226 13 Washington 12/12 
Sry Poveiee Pe Wan See amo Art Shell, offensive line; Rennie Sim- $44 Christian, Bob RB 5-11 232 9 Northwestern 16/14 
2 = 71 Claridge, Travis OT 65 308 R USC 
— 68 Collins, Calvin OG 6-2 305 4 Texas A&M 14/7 
w 29 Cooks, Kerry Ss 5-11 202 2 lowa 0/0 
4 94 Crockett, Henri LB 6-2 238 4 Florida State 16/14 
83 Dwight 15 Baker = 43 Doster, Reginald cB 5-9 185 1 Central Florida 0/0 
OLT 70 WHITFIELD 66 Thompson” _76 Portilla m 45 Downs, Gary RB 6-1 210 7 NorthCarolinaState 0/0 
OLG 64 HALLEN 63 Pilgrim 66 Bernstein § 54 Draft, Chris LB 5-11 230 2 Stanford 7/0 
C 68 COLUNS 63 Pilgrim 62 McClure ~ 75 Dronett, Shane DT 6-6 300 9 Texas 16/16 
ORG 61 REDMON 63 Pilgrim 66 Bernstein s 83 Dwight, Tim WR 5-8 180 3 lowa 12/8 
ORT. 7a SULRAA 71 Claridge” 76 Portilla = 79 Ekiyor, Emil DE 64 270 2 Central Florida 0/0 
- = _86 Finneran, Brian WR 6-5 208 1 Villanova 0/0 
TE 86 SANTIAGO 89 F. Kelly 85 Kozlowski = 30 Gardner, Derrick DB 6-0 185 2 California 7/0 
WR_81 MATHIS 87 German _86 Finneran 5 87 German, Jammi WR 6-4 192 3 Miami (Fla.) 14/0 
QB 12 CHANDLER 13 Kanell 7_ Graziani = _7 Graziani, Tony QB 6-2 215 4 Oregon 11/3 
RB 32 ANDERSON 24 Hanspard —_—-28 Oxendine = _98 Hall, Travis DT _—-6-5 ~297__6 Brigham Young 16/15 
FB 44 CHRISTIAN 40 Paulk 45 Downs e 64 Hallen, Bob OG 6-4 305 3 Kent 16/14 
[7 mms = 23 anspard Byron _RB__5-10 200 _4 Texas Tech Je 
DLE 91 SMITH 77McDaniels 99 Simmons" ~ 82 Harris, Ronnie WR 5-11 180 7 Oregon 13/0 
m 92 Huff, Ben DT 6-4 298 2 Michigan 1/0 
Ser SS ee SS dasper Oe Hiatt = 95 Jasper, Edward DT 62 299 4 Texas A&M 13/0 
DRT_75 DRONETT 93 Swayda__92 Huff ® 84 Jefferson, Shawn WR 5-11 180 10 Central Florida 16/16 
_ORE 97 KERNEY 79 Ekiyor* 99 Simmons" 5 73 Johanningmeier, Ryan OT 6-6 904 A Colorado 
WLB 56 BROOKING 53 Simoneau" & _11 Johnson, Doug QB 6-2 =226_—=#A Florida 
MLB 58 TUGGLE 51 J. Kelly 54 Drait ® 13 Kanell, Danny QB 63 218 5 Florida State 3/1 
SLB 94 GROCKEIT 52 Buckley 55 Marshall - 51 Kelly, Jeff LB 5-11 245 2 Kansas State 16/1 
RCB 33 AMBROSE 21 Williams 37 Vaughn* = _89 Kelly, Reggie TE 6-3 255 2 Mississippi State 16/2 
LCB 34 BUCHANAN 21 Williams 39 Midget" ~ 97 Kerney, Patrick DE 6-5 272 2 Virginia 16/2 
SS 25 CARTER 22 McBurrows 30 Gardner - 85 Kozlowski, Brian TE 6-3. 250 7 Connecticut 16/3 
> e 16 Loud, Kamil WR 6-0 190 3 Cal Poly-SLO 7/0 
FS 23 BRADFORD = 27 Brown 35 Carty ® 65 Marshall, Whit LB 6&2 242 2 Georgia 15/0 
BL re © § 8) Mathis, Terance WR 5-10 185 11 New Mexico 16/16 
P_ 4 STRYZINSKI H 22 McBurrows, Gerald DB 5-11 210 6 Kansas 16/4 
PK _5 ANDERSEN & 62 McClure, Todd Cc 6-1 302 2 Louisiana State o/0 
H 4 STRYZINSKI 13 Kanell — 77 McDaniels, Pellom DE 6-3. 280 8 Oregon State 16/0 
PR 83 DWIGHT 26 Oliver 19 Philyaw a 39 Midget, Anthony CB 5-11 193 R Virginia Tech 
KR 83 DWIGHT 26 Oliver 19 Philyaw * s mone, Ret us aS AES aera an 
Se a iver, Winslow 5-7 200 5 New Mexico 
KC 55 MARSHALL H 28 Oxendine, Ken RB 6-0 230 Et Virginia Tech 12/9 
* Rookie § 40 Paulk, Jeff FB 6-0 240 2 Arizona State 1/0 
® 19 Philyaw, Mareno WR 6-2 208 FR _ Troy State 
aD! ~ 63 Pilgrim, Evan _ OG 64 298 6 Brigham Young 3/1 
Alltimes Eastern Pobhispread refers to Atlanta = _76 Portilla, Jose oT 6-6 315 3 Arizona 4/0 
DATE OPPONENT TIME - 72 Powell, Ozell OT 6-5 302 2 Alabama 0/0 
Sept.3 San Francisco 1pm. Sept, 12 Minnesota (+4) 14-17 = 61 Redmon, Anthony OG 6-5 . 308 7 Auburn 15/15 
Sept. 10 at Denver 4:15 p.m. Sept. 20 At Dallas (46.5) 7-24 @ 14 Richardson, Wally QB 6-4 225 3 Penn State 0/O 
Sept.17 atCarolina | 1pm. Sept. 26 AtSt. Louis (-1.5) 7-35 ~ 74 Salaam, Ephraim OT 6-7 305 3 San Diego State 16/16 
Sept.24 St.lous 1pm, | Oct.3 Baltimore (-3) 13-19" § 88 Santiago, O.J. TE 6-7 264 4 Kent 14/14 
Oct.1 at Philadelphia 8:20 p.m. Oct.10 At New Orleans (+4) 20-17 . 48 Saxton, Brian TE 6-6 265 2 Boston College 0/0 
Oct.8 — NLY. Giants 4:05pm. | Oct17_ St.Louis (+4) 13-41 jj _99 Simmons, Sam DE 6-6 272 1 Arkansas-Pine Bluif__0/0 
Oa 16 atSt Louis tpm, | Oct-25 At Pittsburgh (+6) 9-13 §& 53 Simoneau, Mark LB 6-0 233 R Kansas State 
Get o27n Naw -Oxlaana hel Oct.31 Carolina (-2.5) 27-20 ~ 91 Smith, Brady DE 6-5 270 5 Colorado State 16/16 
oS SS Nov.7 Jacksonville (+6) 7-30 @ 50 Smith, Brian LB 6-3 252 1 Alabama-Birmingham 0/0 
See Cane —_ EB | Nov. 14 BYE ® “43 Smith, Maurice RB 6-0 236 A North Carolina A&T 
Nov.5__TampaBay 1 P.M. | Nov. 21 At Tampa Bay (G7) 1019 & 4 Stryzinski, Dan P 62 205 11 Indiana {6/0 
Nov.42 —abDetrott____ VPM. | Wov.2a At Carolina (44.5) 2834) § 93 Swayda,Shawn DE 6-5 294 3 Arizona State 4/0 
Nov. 19 _atSan Francisco 4:15PM. | Dec.5 New Orleans (4) 35-12 § 66 Thompson, Michael OT 6-4 318 R Tennessee State 
Nov.26 atOakland _4:05p.m. | Dec.12 AtSan Francisco (3) 7-26 ™ 58 Tuggle, Jessie LB 5-11 232 14 ValdostaState  —-‘14/14 
Dec.3 _ Seattle 1 p.m. Dec. 19 At Tennessee (+10) 17-30 @ 37 Vaughn, Darrick cB 5-11 190 RR Southwest Texas State 
Dec. 10 Open Dec. 26 Arizona (-2.5) 37-14 =. 70 Whitfield, Bob OT 6-5 318 9 Stanford 16/16 
Dec. 17 at New Orleans 1pm. Jan.3 San Francisco (-6) 34-29 ~ 21 Williams, Elijah DB 5-10 180 3 Florida 15/2" 
Dec. 24 Kansas City 1pm. * Overtime x 69 Wu, Jamie OG 6-2 328 R Maryland 
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Nasa International Presents NFL Odds 


ODDS TO WIN SUPERBOWL 2001 ODDS TO WIN 2001 NFC TITLE TOTAL REGULAR SEASON WINS 


ARIZONA CARDINALS ARIZONA CARDINALS 
ATLANTA FALCONS ATLANTA FALCONS 


CAROLINA PANTH E RS 


Teams opps 


BALTIMORE RAVENS 

Ne ee! CHICAGO BEARS 
BUFFALO BILLS DALLAS COWBOYS 
CAROLINA PANTHERS - DETROIT LIONS 
CHICAGO BEARS _GREEN BAY PACKERS — 


~ MINNESOTA VIKINGS 
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 


NEW YORK GIANTS 
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 


SAN FRANCISCO 49 ERS 


__CINCINNATI BENGALS 


~ CLEVELAND BROWNS 


phe DALLAS COWBOYS 


DENVER BRONCOS 


= DETROIT LIONS ; ‘ST, LOUIS RAMS 
a. GREEN BAY PACKERS TAMPA BAY BUCCS 
Serr 

ea INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 


JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 
KANSAS CITY CHIEF 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 
MINNESOTA VIKINGS : 
_NEWENGLAND PATRIOTS. ¥ 
_ NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — 


NEW YORK GIANTS 
s ~NEW YORK JETS 


\ AN 


ODDS TO WIN 2001 AFC TITLE 


——— 


7 


CINCINNATI BENGALS 
CLEVELAND | BROWNS 


~ OAKLAND RAIDERS 


PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 100/17 
_ JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 
a PITTSBURGH STEELERS 60/1 OT eet 
5 SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 100/1 MIAMI DOLPHINS 
ar ~ SAN FRANCISCO 49 ERS 50/1 ~NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS jae Ee: 
‘SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 20/1 SISK ED ES ee ah Same sees 
——— sae OAKLAND R 101 


TAMPA BAY BUCCS 


fees oa BAY BUCKS 


| __ PITTSBURGH STEELERS 
S] SANDIEGO CHARGERS. BE See 
Teese TA 
4 


SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 
WASHINGTON REDSKINS "]TeNNEssee TITANS 


AIL lines, are subject oc ener aEEES call or visit our website for updated line errinsenentraces Ease sr 
ee om Sa —_ woos sie.) 


<< 


eae | 


: 

= 
| 
| 


SS = 


Lollreea Numbers A mame ae 


NESE; 4-888-996-2387 


= "0° 
B LARGEST spontse™ Local Number: 01 1-506-283-8313 / Alternate Website: www.betonsports.co.cr 


ipme: 
{ oO 
Q 
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= E 1999 FINAL STANDINGS 


to Shas FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


EAST PCT. PF PA HOME AWAY CONF. DIV. 


INDIANAPOLIS ‘3 
_ [BUFFALO 1 
» | MIAMI 9 


688 | 320 | 229 | 6-2-0 | 5-3-0 | 8-4-0 | 6-2-0 
563 | 326 336 | 5-3-0 4-4-0 | 7-5-0 | 3-5-0 
| 500 | 308 | 309 | 4-4-0 | 4-4-0 | 6-6-0 | 4-4-0 


813 | 423 | 333 | 7-1-0 | 6-2-0 | 9-3-0 | 5-3-0 | 


CENTRAL Ww PCT. PF PA HOME AWAY CONF. DIV. 


JACKSONVILLE 14 2 | 875 | 7-1-0 | 7-1-0 |10-2-0 | 8-2-0 


500 299 284 | 5-3-0 | 3-5-0 | 5-7-0 | 2-6-0 | 


TENNESSEE 13 813 8-0-0 | 6-3-0 |10-2-0 | 9-4-0 
324 | 277 | 4-4-0 | 4. 7-0 | 6-4-0 | 9-8 


: 
5 
7 
N | 8 
NEWENGLAND 8. 8 
L 
2 
3 
8 | 


BALTIMORE 


oCO;o|CO;OBIC |O|/0);o) °C &£i 


510-1 
ie 


PITTSBURGH 10 | 317 | 320 | 2-6-0 | 4-4-0 |3-10-0 3-7-0 | 51 
CINCINNATI 6-0 | 2-6-0 (3-10-0| 3-7-0 
CLEVELAND 140 | 425 217 | 437 | 0-8-0 | 2-6-0 1-12-0 | 1.90 
WEST W : T = PF PA HOME AWAY CONF. DIV. 
338 | 298 | 5-3-0 | 4-4-0 | 7-5-0 | 4-4-0 
KANSAS CITY 9/7) 0 | 563) 390 | 322 | 6-2-0 | 3-5-0 | 7-5-0 | 4-4-0 
SAN DIEGO | 8} 8/o0/| 500 | 269 316 | 4-4-0 | 4-4-0 | 7-5-0 | 5-3-0 
OAKLAND 8 | 8 | O | .500 390 | 329 | 5-3-0 | 3-5-0 | 5-7-0 | 3-5-0 
DENVER | 6/10) 0 | 375 | 314 | 318 | 35-0 | 3-5-0 [48-0 | 4-4-0 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL GONFERENCE 


EAST w T PGT. PF TA HOME AWAY CONF DIV. 
WASHINGTON Ei 
DALLAS | i 7-1-0 "4-7-0 | 7-5-0. | 


N.Y. GIANTS ie [4-4-0 | 3-5-0 | 5-7-0 


t 


4-4-0 | 2-6-0 | 6-6-0 5-3-0 | 


ATS 
6-10-0 | 

8-8-0 
10-6-0 


| 8-7-1 
19-61 


ATS 


6-10-0 


FD s0'te: 245 
PHILADELPHIA | 5 3 : | a | 272 | 357 | 4-4-0 | 1-7-0 | 4-8-0 | 2-6-0 060)" 


CENTRAL Ww PCT. PF PA HOME AWAY CONF. DIV. 


ATS 


41-44 = 


3-11-2 | 


| 8-8-0 


7-9-0 


—10-5-1 


ATS 
13-3-0° 


5-11-0 


TAMPA BAY 11 ; P 688 | 270 | 235 | 7-1-0 | 4-4-0 | 8-4-0 | 5-3-0 
6 S| 0 | 625 | 399 | 335 | 6-2-0 | 4-40 | 8-4-0 | 4-4-0 
DETROIT | 0 500 | 322 323 | 6-2-0 | 26-0 7-5-0 | 4-4-0 
eneenenw | | 8 | 0 | 500 357 | 341 | 3-5-0 | 6-6-0 | 4-4-0 
‘CHICAGO 10 | 0 | .375 | 272 | 341 | 3-5-0 | 3-5-0 | 4-8-0 | 3-5-0 
WEST ~ L- et PGT. PF PA HOME AWAY CONF. DIV. 
ST.LOUIS | 3/0 813 | 526 | 242 | 8-0-0 | 5-3-0 |10-2-0 | 8-0-0 
CAROLINA 8| 8/0 | 500) 421 | 381 | 5-3-0 | 3-5-0 | 6-6-0 | 4-4-0 | 10-6-0 
ATLANTA 5 \11 | 0 | 313, 285 | 380 | 4-4-0 | 1-7-0 | 5-7-0 | 4-4-0 | 6-10-0_ 
SAN FRANCISCO | 4/12 0 | .250 | 295 | 453 | 3-5-0 | 1-7-0 | 3-9-0 | 4-4-0 
NEWORLEANS | 313 0 188 | 260 | 434 | 3-5-0 | 0-8-0 3-9-0 | 2-6-0 |4-11-1_ 


POSTSEASON RESULTS 


Miami 20, Seattle 17 St. Louis 49, Minnesota 37 St. Louis 23, Tennessee 16 


\ 5 T = 
Wild-card games Divisional playoffs Conference championships 


Washington 27, Detroit 13 Jacksonville 62, Miami 7 Tennessee 33, Jacksonville 14 
Minnesota 27, Dallas 10 Tennessee 19, Indianapolis 16 St. Louis 11, Tampa Bay 6 
Tennessee 22, Buffalo 16 Tampa Bay 14, Washington 13 Super Bowl XXXIV 
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1999 TEAM STATISTICS 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL — 


OFFENSE au £05 CIN CLE DEN mT MIA NYS m™ PIT 
Won-Lost-Tied ee ee 
a 


so 
117 ai 107 


ae |e | er te a 


Yards per ame | 
Passing (net) | 
Yards per game 
Rushing plays 
Yards per rush 
ass attempts 
Completed 
Pct. completed | 
Sacked 
Yards lost__ 
Had intercepted 


Touchbacks 
Net average 
Blocked 
Punt returns 
Yards per ret. 
Ret, for TD 
Kickoff returns 
Yards per ret. 
Ret, for TD 
Penalties — 
Yards penalized | 4 
Fumbles 
Fumbles lost 
Opp, fumbles 
Opp. fum. lost 
3rd-down att. 
Converted 
Srd-down pet. 


4th-down pet. 
Touchdowns 
Rushing 
Passing 
Returns 
_1-pt. PAT/att. 


26 | 3 
| FG/FGA 4 34/38 
Points scored S14 423 


| DEFENSE DEN 


_| Opp. points | 318 333 
Opp. 1st downs 267 304 
os Rushing | 1 | 88 92 
=| Passing ii 7 | 154 192 
| Penalty yee 725: 20 
he 4753 | 5221 
Yards per game E i i y 207.1 326.3 
Rushing yards 1737 1715 1444 
"| Yards per game .! 6 | i 0 | 108.6 107.2 
| Passing (net | 3016 3506 2890 3482 
| Yards per game E i * ig 188.5 | 219.1 180.6 217.6 
Opp. rushes 44 406 373 415 
Yards perrush | . f 3 . 3.9 4.2 3.9 3.8 
Opp. passes 
Completed 
Pct. completed 


intercepted b 

Yards returned Tie 287 
Rat, for TD. 0 1 
Opp. punts 
Gross average 
Touchbacks 
Net average 


gl 


80 
42.9 


o|> 


Opp. punt ret. 
Yards per ret. 
Opp. KO ret. 
Yards per ret. 
Opp. penalties 
Yards penalized 
Opp. 3rd downs 
Converted 
Srd-down pet. 
Opp. 4th downs 


=~ 
o 


z 


sol 
BiBlo 


Rushing 
Passing 
Returns 

1-pt. PAT/att. 
2-pt. PAT/att. 
Opp. FG/FGA 
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PREVIEW —CiOM 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


OFFENSE a ATL CAR CHI DAL DET MIN NO NYG PHI SF STL TR WAS AVG. 


Won-Lost-Tied 1s:100_| S11 8-8-0 | 6-10-0 en 10-6-0 | 3-13-0 | 7-9-0 | 5-11-0 | 4-12-0 | 13-3-0 | 11-5-0 | 10-6-0 
302 r 288 308 218 300 335 245 338 | 290.0 


97 |___-87 76 |_102 | 402 97.|__ 121. | 93g 
159 197 123 172 | 207 732 183. | 172.4 
24 19 26 | 26 16 34 


4983 | 5i27 | 3830 | 5980 | 6412 | 4254 | 5065 
320.4 | 239.4 | 336.3 | 400.8 | 265.9 | 3726 
: 4408 | 1746 | 2095 | 2059 | 

105.6 | 686.0 | 1091 | 1309 | 1287 
3293 | 3719 | 2084 | 3285 | 4353 
205.8 | 292.4 | 1303 : 205.3 | 272.1 | 


PREVIEW 2OO]} 
| 
ac 
FP 


Completed 287 | 2 j 288 350 | 235 | 324 | 343 
Pct. completed x A . { i © F 9. 52.1 58.1 49.6 57.9 64.7 


A 42/49 34 aaa 
305 296 321 241 207 |, 
[o> at ed “19 15 | 


|e 
> 
ul 
no 


a1) 


£ 


o}@|)S}o}o| » 


'|_Yards per ret. 
Ret. for TO 


0/0 3 | 0/0 Bh “22 2/2 0 2 
! r 31 732 7a: aja 0 | 21/31 | 21/28 8 | PO 
2 443 333.0 | 
DEFENSE AVG. jew 


" al 
-Spp- points 380 381 41} 276 | 32d | 8 35 77_| 333.0 frame ~~ 


rae 


fe per game 
Rushing yards 
Yards per game 
Passing (net) 
Yards per game 
Opp. rushes 47 | _3 = 9 37.0 § 
Yards per rush g Y E 4. E 3. q ; f # : 5: ; eo | 45 : ~ 
Opp. passes 
Completed 
Pct. completed | 
Sacked 
Yards lost 
intercepted b 


Yards returned 


| 1007 7 | t137 | 673. 
202 228 | 232 292 || 220.2 


“Bi -f 77 75 | 91 | 803 
40.1 | 33.8 323 | 392 | 365 
11] 26 13 f a1 15.3 
7 12 4 (= feet oR 
63.6 46.2 30.8 | 524 43.4 
53 26 23 | 43 37.0 
ih 4 B | 16 117 
36 ig | 1 23 21.5 
6 3 t 3.9 


ola zh a x 7 ak 7 c aia] 1.0/2.7 
24/31 | 29/42 a/a7 | 86/45 | 27/92 | 208 | 2A/31 | 28/00 [paz 
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204) 3 : 1999 TEAM RANKINGS FE 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE | 


OFFENSE i BUF GIN GLE DEN IND OAK SD SEA _ TEN 


Tota! Yards/Game 


Rushing Yards/Game 
ave Gain/Rush 
Passing Yar rds/Gam 


Avg. Gain/Pass Play 


Pet. Had Intercepted 


Pot OR Sacks Allow ed 
"First De Downs/Game 
, Avg. Gain/Off. Play : 
3rd Down Efficiency 
4th Down Efficiency 
Punt Return Avg 
Kickoff Raturn Avg 
Gross Punting Avg 
‘ Net Punting Ava. 
Points/Game 
One-Point Conversion Pct 


Field Goal Pct. 


Von. Pass Yds. /Game- 


Avo. Gain/Pass a Fiey 


- Opp. 1st DowngiGame 


Ava Gain/Det Play 


"ard Down Efficiency 


4th Down Efficiency 


Opp. Punt Return Ava. 


Ben Kickotf Ret Avg. 


Opp. ‘Gross Punt Ava. 


Ee OPP Net Pu int Aa. 


Shon: Points/Game 


7500. Field Goal Pet 


MISCELLANEOUS aa BUF CIN DEN IND JAK KC MIA NE NY) OAK PIT sD SEA TEN @ 
Point Differential | 41 3 30 | 31 20 4 2 | 6 21 | 16 17t | 10 19 | 22 | 428 6t i 
; “Tumover Edge 14 | 23t 19t | 28 | 15t 19t 4t | 1 | 23t 15t sh, 3 " | 42t | 25t | 42 2 Wl 
} Penally Yards Edge | 9 16 [ 26 | 12 | 5t | 2 | 17 27t | 29 | 18 | 21 13 | E | " 3 10 ES x 
Punt Ret. Differential a7 |-16 | 14 | 2 | 2 | o | 5 | 6 | 2 | 13 | a [2s | 2 | we | «| o | § 
Ko Return Differential a | 18 | 24 1 1 | 10 | 20 29 19 8 9 [ a1 [ 23 | 13 | 31 3 | 22 te 
Time of Possession | ' 21 2 | 18 31 | 10 12 4 | 15 7 | 26 | 43 (i 3 he 9 | 17 | 28 8 fi 
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PREWIEW >COOOM 


OFFENSE 


Total Yards/Game 


Rushing Yards/Game 


Avg. Gain/Rush 


Passing Yards/Game 


Avg. Gain/Pass Play 


Pct. Had Intercepted 


Pct. QB Sacks Allowed 


First Downs/Game 


Avg. Gain/Off. Play 


3rd Down’ Efficiency 


4th Down Efficiency 


Punt Return Avg. 


Kickoff Return Avg. 


Gross Punting Avg. 


Net Punting Avg. 


Points/Game 


One-Point Conversion Pet. 


Field Goal Pct. 


DEFENSE 
Opp. Yards/Game 


Opp. Rush Yds./Game 


Avg. Gain/Rush 


Opp. Pass Yds./Game 


Avg. Gain/Pass Play 


Pct. Intercepted By 


QB Sack Pct. 


Opp. 1st Downs/Game 


Avg. Gain/Def. Play 


8rd Down Efficiency 


4th Down Efficiency 


Opp. Punt Return Avg. 


Opp. Kickoff Ret. Avg. 


Opp. Gross Punt Avg. 


Opp. Net Punt Avg. 


Opp. Points/Game 


Opp. Field Goal Pct. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
Point Differential 


Turnover Edge 


Penalty Yards Edge 


15 


Punt Ret. Differential 


1 


KO Return Differential 


12 


[teva | a | 


28 


2 5 
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TEAM EFFICIENCY 


INSIDE THE RED ZONE 


OFFENSE 
DEF RUSH PASS DEF P gig? PASS DEF Orext ree oe 
PLAYS AVG AVG AVG PLAYS Poss 7 FG SCOR% TD% Poss = 1D FG SCORm  TD% 
1. StL. 6.45] 1. Balt. 1040 is 1. Mia. 763 
2.ind. 979 5.85 | 2.Buff. 950 2. TB. 
3.Minn, 995 | 4. 5.82] 3.78. 977 3. Minn. 
4. Wash. 1031 5.79 | 4.Jax. 951 4. Dall. 
5.Car ‘982 579) 5.NE 1048 _5. Phil. 
_6.0ak. 1057 | 4 5.39 |] 6.Mia. 936 6. Pitt. 
7.S.F 1012 5.32] 7.Stl. 991 _7. Det. _ 
8.G.B. 1027 5.28) 8.S.D. 1022 8. N.Y.J. 
_9. Ten. 1011 5.24 | 9. Dall, _ 997. 9. Buff. 
1085. 5.15 | 10. Phil. 1124 | ¢ | Det 10. G.B. 
1039 5.08 | 11.K.C. 1033 | | 11. At. 2 | 11. Chi. 
12.KC. 1049 5.07 | 12. Sea. 1104 12, Dall. 48 | 12.N.E. 
13. Dall. 1024 | 4.16 5.06 | 13.Den. - 961 13. Minn. 59 13. S.D. 
44. Buff. 1059 | 3.93 5.04 | 14.Oak. ‘981 14. Ariz. 42 14. Sea. 
45. Det. _978 | 3.50 5.04 | 15.N.¥.G. 990 | | IS.NY.G. 45 15. N.Y.G. 
16. Den. 1053 | 4.01_ 5.02 | 16. Ariz, 1068 1655 45 16. Balt. 
A7Z.NE. 1021 4.96 | 17.G.B. "1040 | | 17. Buft. 52 17. KC. 
18,Sea, 971 | 3.45 4.95 | 18. Pitt. 953 18. Jax. 63 18. Ind. 
19. Chi. 1118 | 3 4.94 | 19. Ind. 1008 19. ind. 61 19. Jax. 
20. All. 931 4.88 | 20.Det. 1017 20. Sea. 42 [1 20. Ten. 
21.NY.G. 1075 4.77 | 21.N.Y.J. 1030 21. Cin. 54 21. Atl. 
22.N.Y.J. 999 | 4.03_ 4.76 | 22.Clev. 1158 22. Den. 46 22. Den. 
23.N.0. 1055 | 3.67 4.72 | 23.A. 995 | | 23. Mia. 51 23. StL. 
24. Balt. 1033 4.63 | 24. Minn. 1065 24.N.0. 45 24. Oak. _ 
25. Mia. 1071 4.61 | 25.Ten. _994 25. S.D. 48 25. Wash. 
26, Pitt. 1067 4.57 | 26.Car. 1042 | 26.NYJ. 51 26. Cin. 
27.8.0. 1039 4.42 | 27. Wash. 1068 34| | 27NE 46 27. Clev. 
28.Clev. 865 4.35 | 28.Chi. 1058 | 28. Phil. 31 28. Car. 
29.TB. 91 4.29 | 29.Cin. 1011 | | 29. Chi. 48 29. S.F 
30. Phil. 947 4.04 | 30.N.O. 966 | 30. Balt. 41 341 | 30.N.0. 
31. Ariz. 999 31. SF | 31. TB. 45 .333 | 31. Ariz. 


TicketsNow 


Tresese fea Avaiable For Au 


eS ee 


(3 


COM 


00) 927-2770 


Order Online 24Hr Day at 
www. ticketsNow.com 


Licensed Ticket Broker Il, Reg // 99-021 
Member NATB/BBB/TTBA 


1. Kansas City 


2. Tennessee 


3. N.Y. Jets 


4. Jacksonville 


___ Washington 


6. Dallas 


___ Detroit 
_ 8. Philadelphia 


21 | 


9. Green Bay 13 


St.Louis 16 


11. Oakland 


14. Baltimore 


15. Denver 


___New England | 4 
17. Chicago” 


14 


21 
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25. San ) Diego _ 11 _-| 24 15 
N.Y. Giants 12 | 20 17 
27. Minnesota 19 | 21 18 | 12 
[ J 28. Cleveland 16 | 15| 31] 12| 8 
| 29. San Francisco | 13 | 19 | 32] 7 | 13 
30. Arizona 10 | 30 | 40} 10/ 17 
| 31. Atlanta 16119135! 6! 12118 


Pitt. 128 


Mia. 146 Balt. 127 
Ind. 144 S.D. 126 492 _ 
NYJ. 143 LN.Y.G, 125. 488 
Minn. 142 Car. 120 469 

|N.E. 138 Atl. 119 465 
Sea. 138 Jax. 119 465 
K.C. 137 Tenn. 118 461 
TB. S.F. 117 A457 

| Chi. ) | NO. 116 | 140] 453 

Det. _ 133 Den. 115 449 
GB. 133 Ariz. 113 441 
Wash. 133 Oak. 113 441 
Clev. 130 | 126° StL. 110 | .430_ 
Cin. 128 109 426 
Dall. 128 
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PREWIEVY 


bt your fli (lose of football On-line at 


ProFootiallWeekly.c y 


Looking fora way 
to celebrate their win 

Looking for_a way 
to celebrate irwin 


Many football fans like to take the pulse of the NFL on an almost- -daily basis. ProFootballWeekly. COM caters to those fans. 


Unlike most of the sports-related Web sites, which tell you what has happened, PPOFOO(HallWeeKly.COM analyzes and 
comments on what has happened and predicts what is likely to happen next. It’s this depth of analysis 
and insights into the future that separate PFOFOOtHallWeekly.COM trom its competitors. 


Here's what you'll find on 


ProFoothallWeekly.com during the offseason: 


NFL commentary and analysis 
@ Our "spin" on the latest developments in the NFL. 
@ Hard-hitting opinion columns three times a week. 


@ Football 101: Joel Buchsbaum’s primer on NFL terminology. 


@ Free-agent updates — by team, by position — plus 
other key roster moves. 

@ Features written specifically for our Web site, such as 
Ron Pollack’s 10-part series on how 10 different teams 
coped with adversity during 1999. 


Fantasy Foothall 

@ Analysis of key fantasy players and their prospects for 
the 2000 season (watch this Web site and 
PFWsports.com for details). 

@ Regular updates of our fantasy draft board. 

@ Periodic mock drafts for various types of fantasy leagues. 


Set your Internet browser to 
Www.ProFoothallWeekly.com for your 
flaily dose of football. 


Here's what you'll find on 


ProFoothallWeekly.com during the NFL season: 


Real-time scores, Commentary, analysis, statistics and handicapping 
B Daily "In Our Opinion" columns, Monday through Friday. 

@ "A Closer Look,” stories that dig beneath the surface. 

@ Weekly Q&A with PFW personnel analyst Joel Buchsbaum. 
A column on pertinent trends and tips involving the games 
that week. 

B@ Weekly handicapping column. 

@ Real-time NFL scoreboards and amazingly detailed statis- 
tics, courtesy of STATS Inc. 


Fantasy Football 

@ Comprehensive fantasy statistics. 

@ Matchups to exploit or avoid, late-week tips, injury reports. 
B Daily opinion columns, Monday through Friday. 

@ A fantasy football contest. 

@ Fee-based "Player Portfolios" for use as a fantasy football tool. 


College Foothall 

B Play-by-play for games involving the top 25 ranked college 
teams. 

@ Team and player statistics. 

@ Scoreboards, schedules and results. 

@ Joel Buchsbaum’s college notepad. 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
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AFC PASSING 
s Comp TD int Avg 

Team Att Comp Pct Yds 10D Pet io Int Pct Gain Rating 
Manning Ind. 533 331 62.1 4,135 26 4.9 80 15 200. 90.7 
Gannon Oak. 515 304 59.0 3840 24 47 50 14 27 7.46 86.5 
Lucas N.Y.J. 272 161 5932 1,678) 14 5.1 56 6 2 One 85.1 
Brunell Jax. 441 259 58.7 3,060 14 3.2 62 9 2.0 6.94 82.0 
Grbac K.C. 499 294. 58.9 3,389 22 4.4 86 15 3.0 6.79 81.7 
Banks Balt. 320 169 52.8 2,136) 17 5.3 76 8 25 6.68 81.2 
McNair Ten. 331 187 565. 25179, 2 3.6 65 8 24 6.58 78.6 
Kitna Sea. 495 270 54.5 3,346 23 46 51 16 ee dst 777 
Blake Cin. 389 215 65:3! °2;}6700 8 16. 41 76 12 3.1 6.86 77.6 
Tomezak Pitt. 258 139 5o:OWn G25 aad 2: 47 49 8 3.1 6.30 75.8 
Griese Den. 452 261 Sie 3,032 14 3.1 88. 14 3.1 6.71 75.6 
Bledsoe N.E. 539 305 56.6 3,985 19 3.5 68 21 3.9 7.39 75.6 
Flutie Buff. 478 264 5512) eG dive 9) 4.0 54 16 3.3 6.63 75.1 
Couch Clev. 399 223 559M 2 aa7an5: 3.8 78 13 3.3 6.13 73.2 
Harbaugh S.D. 434 249 57.4 2761) 10 2.3 80 14 3.2 6.36. 70.6 
Marino Mia. 369 204 55.3 2,448 12 3.3 62 17 46 6.63 67.4 
Stewart Pitt. 275 160 58.2 1,464 6 2.2 42 10 36 6:32 64.9 
NON-QUALIFIERS 
Wycheck Ten. 1 1100.0 61 ties 100:002'61 0 00 61.00 158.3 
Bettis Pitt. 1 1100.0 21 1100021 0 00 21.00 158.3 
Tupa N.Y.J. an) 6 54.5 165 2 18.2 65 0 00 15.00 139.2 
R. Johnson Buff. 34 25 73.5 298 2 5.9 42 Oo. 0.0 8.76 119.5 
Foley Sea. 30 18 60.0 283 2 6.7 49 Lo) 9.43 113.6 
Moreno S.D. 7 5 71.4 78 te) 0.0 45 0 00 11.14 108.0 
Van Pelt Buff. 1 1 100.0 9 (0) 0.0 9 0. 0.0 9.00 104.2 
Gonzalez Pitt. 1 1 100.0 8 (0) 0.0 8 OREIO0 8.00 __ 100.0 
Pickens Cin. 1 1 100.0 6 (¢) 0.0 6 Oo 0.0 6.00 91.7 
O'Donnell Ten. 195 116 59.5 1,382.10: 5.1 54 eG 7.09 87.6 
Covington Cin. 5 4 80.0 23 0 0.0 8 OLS200 4.60 85.8 
Fiedler Jax. 94 61 64.9 656 2 21 25 2aei24 6.98 83.5 
Huard Mia. 216 125 57.9 1,288 8 3.7 69 4 t9 5.96 79.8 
C. Miller Den. 81 46 56.8 527 2 2.5 42 1 1.2 6.51 79.6 
Kirby Clev. 1 1100.0 2 0 0.0 2 ONT 0:0 2.00 79.2 
Testaverde N.Y.J. 15 10 66.7 96 1 6.7 27 1 6.7 6.40 78.8 
Detmer Clev. 91 47 51.6 548 4 4.4 35 pre 6.02 75.7 
Mirer N.Y.J. 176 95 54.0 1,062 5 2.8 50 Oreisa 6.03 60.4 
Moon K.C. 3 1 33.3 20 0 0.0 20 Oo. 0.0 6.67 57.6 
Smith Cin. 153 80 52.3 805 2 1.3 39 6 3.9 5.26 55.6 
Case Balt. 170 7 45.3 988 3 1.8 54 8 47 5.81 50.3 
Hoying Oak. 5 2 40.0 10 0 0.0 2 Oo 00 2.00 47.9 
Kramer S.D. 141 78 55.3 788 2 1.4 41 10. 7.1 5.59 46.6 
R. Smith Den. 1 te) 0.0 0 0 0.0 te) Oo 00 0.00 39.6 
Brown N.E. 1 te) 0.0 0 0 0.0 Ce) oe oN) 0.00 39.6 
Zolak Mia. 4 te) 0.0 (0) (0) 0.0 0 Oo 0.0 0.00 39.6 
K. Johnson N.Y.J. 1 0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0 Oo. 0.0 0.00 39.6 
Sowell N.Y.J. 1 (0) 0.0 fe) 0 0.0 0 Oo 0.0 0.00 39.6 
Ricks S.D. 1 0 0.0 0 0 0.0 (¢) () oK] 0.00 39.6 
Johnson Clev. 1 (0) 0.0 0 (0) 0.0 (0) Oo 00 0.00 39.6 
S. Mitchell Balt. 56 24 42.9 236 1 1.8 28 Cae 4.21 31.5 
Brister Den. 20 12 60.0 87 0 0.0 11 3. 15.0 4.35 30.6 
Walsh Ind. 13 7 53.8 47 0 0.0 11 2 154 3.62 22.4 
NFG PASSING 

Comp * To int Avg 

Team Att Comp Pct Yds _ ™ Pct ig int Pet Gain Rating 
Warner St.L. 499 325 65.1 4,353 41 8.2 75 13 26 872 109.2 
Beuerlein Car. 571 343 60.1 4,436 36 6.3 88 15 CATE 94.6 
George Minn. 329 191 58.1 2,816 23 7.0 80 12 3.6 8.56 94.2 
B. Johnson Wash. 519 316 60.9 4,005 24 4.6 65 13 PBS SE 90.0 
Batch Det. 270 151 55:9 1)957 13 4.8 74 re 2:67.25; 84.1 
Frerotte Det. 288 175 60.8 2,117 9 3.1 77 ie 24° 7.35: 83.6 
Chandler Atl. 307 174 56.7 2,389 «416 5.2 60 1 3.67.62 83.5 
Aikman Dall. 442 263 59.5 2,964 17 3.8 90 12 AVE Mah Uail 81.1 
S. Matthews Chi. 275 167 60.7. 1,645 10 3.6 56 6 2:2. 5.98 80.6 
Garcia S.F. 375 225 60.0 2544 11 2.9 62 11 29 6.78 77.9 
Dilfer TB. 244 146 59162 A619 wad 4.5 62 14 45 6.64 75.8 
Favre G.B. 595 341 57.3 4,091 22 3.7 74 23 3.9 6.88 74.7 
Graham NYG. 271 160 59.0___—-1,697 9 3.3 56 9 3.3 6.26 74.6 
Collins _ NYG. 331 190 57.4 2,318 8 2.4 80 1 3.37.00 73.3 
McNown Chi. 235 127 54.0 1,465 8 3.4 80 10 43 6.23 66.7 
Pederson Phil. 227 119 52.4 1,276 7 3.1 84 9 4.0 5.62 62.9 
Tolliver N.O. 268 139 51.9. 1,916 7 2.6 57 16 (Qe Seu) 58.9 
Plummer Ariz. 381 201 SASF adit 9 2.4 63 24 63 5,54 50.8 
HON-QUALIFIERS 
Moss Minn. 1 1 100.0 27 1100.0 27 (e) 0.0 27.00 158.3 
Pittman Ariz. 1 1 100.0 26 to) 0.0 26 0 0.0 26.00 118.8 
Miller Chi. 174 110 63.2. 1,242 7 4.0 7 6 3.4 7.14 83.5 
Justin StL. 14 9 64.3 91 (0) 0.0 27 0 0.0 6.50 82.7 
King TB. 146 89 61.0 875 7 4.8 68 4 275.99 82.4 
Peete Wash. 17 8 47.1 107 2 11.8 30 1 5:9 6.29 82.2 
Royals TB. 2 1 50.0 17 0 0.0 17 (e) 0.0 8.50 79.2 
Cunningham Minn. 200 124 62.0 1,475 8 4.0 61 9 45 7.38 79.1 
Hasselbeck G.B. 10 3 30.0 41 110.0 19 (0) 0.0 4.10 77.5 
Garrett Dall. 64 32 50.0 314 3 47 37 1 1.6 4.91 73.3 
Lewis Car. 3 2 66.7 1 0 0.0 12 fe} 0.0 3.67 72.9 
Kanell Atl. 84 42 50.0 593 4 48 52 4 48 7.06 69.2 
Hobert N.O. 159 85 53.5 970 6 3.8 90 6 3.8 6.10 68.9 
Germaine StL. 16 9 56.3 136 1 6.3 63 2) 12:5 38:50 65.6 
Graziani Atl. 118 62 52.5 759 2 ive 62 4 34 643 64.2 
Zeier TB. 55 32 58.2 270 0 0.0 38 1 18 491 63.4 
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0 Detmer Phil. 29 10 34.5 181 3 10.3 50 2 6.9 6.24 62.6 Ellison N.E. 2 402 31520 8 0 
Delhomme N.O. 76 42 55.3 521 3 3.9 51 3} 6.6 6.86 62.4 Floyd NE. 5 10 20 (Xe) 
0 S. Young S.F. 84 45 53.6 446 3 3.6 53 4 48 5.31 60.9 Whitted Jax. 1 CE Ho) Daag 
a McNabb Phil. 216 106 49.1 9488 Oi7eaal6S. TB 14:89") N60:4 Tupa N.YiJ. 2 8. 4.07 3480 
Da. Brown Ariz. 169 84 49.7 944 2 Lehn a 7] BSG 15:59) 55:9 D. Smith Den. 1 Ay SOE Tes 1) 
(i Stenstrom SF 100 54 54.0 536 OO 0.0 32 4 40 536 528 Barker Jax. 1 CAG OUS a 
2 Sanders Ariz. 1 0 0.0 yee (OTOL 0 0 0.0 0.00 396 | K-Johnson _N.YJ. 5 § 12 12 0 
& Sanders Dall. i O 0.0 01 mOMEROIO 0 00 0.00 39.6 | Sowell N.Y.J. 3 Sah See 
=, | Conway Wash. 1 0 0.0 (aT) 0 0 00 0.00 39.6 | Shepherd Clev. i 55.0 5 0 
= | Lsmith N.O. 1 0 0.0 OU END 0 ENO SIC NET OONEEO COMME IG: a) HIUEDT ind: a! Ao A OES 
| Rice SE 1 00.0 hn Cina Cal Paarl On pemets |) Het Sis ee 
a | Faulk StL. 1 00.0 0 0 00 0 0 00 0.00 306 | <Boauet Mig. i$ 48 _4 8 
fe | Small Phil. 2 0 0.0 nr a) Sa LS a I ae : Gare 
Bono Car. 1 0 0.0 Onn ONO Quam OMEN ON I0;0.mELO;00= = 90.6 ween : 
fh, = 5 Fuamatu-Ma’afala Pitt. 1 4 40 4 0 
Greisen Ariz. 6 1 16.7 4 te) 0.0 4 0 0.0 0.67 39.6 Dyson Ten 1 3.30 3 0 
R. Williams N.O. 1 te) 0.0 ie} 0 0.0 ie} 0 0.0 0.00. 39.6 Tyan Den 2 2 1.0 1 0 
Wuerffel N.O. 48 22 45.8 191 0 0.0 22 3 6.3 3.98 30.8 Shelton Tere 1 ) 2.0 Dnad 
Stenstrom Chi. 196 112 57.1 1,252 4 2.0 48 6 3.1 6.39 70.4 L. Johnson NYu. { 2 2.0 2 Oo 
Bono St.L. 136 69 50.7 807 ny ov 47 4 2.9 5.93 69.1 Wilkins Ind. 7] 2 20 2 0 
Detmer Phil. 181 O7TSISeS aT OTL ibe eee! Bue s50N a6r7 | Moulds Buff, 1 hn rs 
Wuerffel N.O. 119 6252.4 695 5 42 64 5 42 584 66.3 | § Mitchell Balt. 1 1 00 cee 
Peete Phil. 129 71 55.0 7582 16 25 4 341 588 64.7 Kramer SD. 5 102 eee 
Moreno Chi. 43 19 44.2 166 1 2.3 21 0 0.0 3.86 62.7 O'Donnell Ten. 19 t. 40H 4 0 
D. Brown Ariz. 5 2 40.0 31 0 0.0 19 0 0.0 6.20 61.3 Neal Ten. 2 1 0.5 1 1 
Mitchell Det. 75 38 50.7 452 1 1.3 44 3 4.0 6.03 57.2 Hentrich Ten. 2 4 0.5 why fo) 
Mitchell Wash. 2 1 50.0 (0) 0 0.0 ie} ie} 0.0 0.00 56.3 Mohr Buff. 1 0 0.0 0 oO 
Warner Stl. 1 4 36.4 39 0 0.0 21 0 0.0 3.55 47.2 Rouen Den. 1 Qo 0.0 O10 
Frerotte Wash. 54 25 46.3 283 1 1.9 22 3 5.6 5.24 45.5 Carney S.D. 1 i¢} 0.0 (oT Xo} 
Graziani Atl. 33 16 48.5 199 0 0.0 32 2 6.1 6.03 42.4 Strong Sea. 1 0 0.0 Oo 
J. Anderson Att. 2 0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0,00 39.6 Feagles Sea. 2 0) 0.0", 1080 
Walter Car. 1 0 0.0 0 0 0.0 i?) i?) 0.0 0.00 39.6 Pope K.C. 1 Oo 00 OS=0 
Conway Chi. 1 0 0.0 0 0) 0.0 0 (0) 0.0 0.00 39.6 Van Pelt Buff. 1 1 MS eS 0) 
Jett Det. 1 0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0.00 39.6 Foley Sea. 3 -1 --0.3 C) 
Cherry N.Y.G. 1 i?) 0.0 0 0 0.0 0 0) 0.0 0.00 39.6 Ward N.YJ. 1 1-140 = 0 
Maynard N.Y.G. 1 0 0.0 0 10} 0.0 0 (0) 0.0 0.00 39.6 Galloway Sea. 1 1-10-11 te) 
Toomer N.Y.G. 1 (0) 0.0 (e) 0 0.0 (e) 0 0.0 0.00 39.6 Zolak Mia. 2 Te fy S Ss .0) 
Alstott T.B. 1 0 0.0 0} 0 0.0 ie} 0 0.0 0.00 39.6 Friesz N.E. 2 2-10 -1 0 
Martin Atl. 1 ie} 0.0 10} i?) 0.0 0} 0 0.0 0.00 39.6 Hicks Buff. 4 -2 -20 -2 O 
Craver N.O. 1 0 0.0 10} i?) 0.0 0 ie) 0.0 0.00 39.6 Ward Pitt. 2 -2 -1.0 ch te} 
Tuten StL. 1 te) 0.0 0 0 0.0 te) 0 0.0 0.00 39.6 Hoying Oak. 2 “SLE+15) 0 
Fiedler Minn. 7 3 42.9 41 0 0.0 19 1 14.3 5.86 22.6 Gonzalez Pitt. 2 sey ef eo Sei 0) 
Walsh T.B. 19 9 47.4 58 0 0.0 12 3 15.8 3.05 14.7 Covington Cin. 2 ta ee AOU EO TO 
Floyd Car. 1 0 0.0 0 10} 0.0 0 1 100.0 0.00 0.0 Marino Mia. 6 260 a21,0) O70 
Martin Mia. 1 6 60 -6 0 
AFG RUSHING Waren NE, 97128 84 18 0 | Berge Buf 17-70-70 
Team Atl Yds Avg ig 1) etcher Dy 126.26 16 0 | © Jones S.D. 1 {sis OMaES uO 
Harbaugh S.D. 34 A262 S71 Gr 80 Mill Pi 2 =O) tS Ome 
James Ind. 369 1,553 4.2 72 #13 Hoard Mia 2B 124..«4.4.°25.~0 Wer itt. cS 
Martin NYJ. 367 1,464 4.0 50 5 Great saa GUE OOGAGS SIO Bownes Sea. SE BE eer) 
E. George Ten. 320 1,304 41 40 9 Smi —" : Powell Clev. 1 21414014 NO: 
aut mith Cin. UDR AONE PS mana vanes Ci 2 <6) 80 Sno 
Watters Sea. (oT 7 A LR fy Ar as: eas In. . 
Dillon Cin 263. 1.200 46 50 5 Bledsoe N.E. 42 101 Pa SG) 
Gary ce Cee OE ee Mia. 2885 620 U0 d || NEG RUSHING 
~ = Banks Balt. 24 935 — 3190 A270 Team Att Yds Avg ig 1) 
Bettis Pitt. 299 1,091 AHP We Crockett Oak. 45 91 2.0 Fk 
Boeke He : Davis Wash. 290 1,405 4.8 76 17 
Wheatley Oak. 242 936 3.9 30 8 Mirer NYJ 21 89. 42 12 4 ~ 
pave : E. Smith Dall. -329_«41,997, «4.2 «6314 
J. Stewart Jax. 249 931 3.7 44 13 Anderson N.YJ 16 e453 16 0 
Allen NE. 254 896 35 39 8 ice 5 Faulk St Reo ISS ED OU Doe 
Alexander K.C. 2 82 41.0 82 1 7 
Rhett Balt 236 852 3.6 52 5 Staley Phil. 925 1,273) 3.9) 9129) 94 
: i Banks Jax. 23 BA PaGecetic FO 
EStavior Tax 159 732. 46 52 6 = Garner S.F. 241. 1,229) 534) 5G 4! 
y! Manning Ind. 35 (ae a ek 
K sil Levens G.B. 279191 084 SF NSE 19. 
aufman Oak, _138 714 5.2 75 2 | Griffith Den. 17 66 39 13 1 7 ; 
Li R. Smith Minn. 221) THOT) 46: 7 Ole 
inton Buff. 205 695 34 18 5 R. Johnson Buff. 8 61. 76 2 0 
B Alstott T.B. 242 949 39 30 7 
ennett K.C. 161 627. 39 44 8 Stephens S.D. 24 61 25 9 3 . = 
z Enis Chi. 287 916) 3.2.) Toy as 
A. Smith Buff. 165 Gia ea moan: Kitna Sea. 35 Solel Gme AO. 0 ATA 
R. Williams N.O. 253 884 35 2 2 
Huntley Pitt. OS SO GHEE SA a5) Howard Jax. 13 65 4:2) 22) 10 7 
. = Biakabutuka Car. 138 TAS D2 6 yenals, 
Johnson Mia. 164 558 34 34 4 Zereoue Pitt. 18 48° 27 82 0: Bint TB 195 616 32 33 0 
Holmes Balt. Om SOG Ra nerelnl Mack Jax. 7 40 57 19 O tin 
; > Hoard Minn. 138 555 40 53 10 
iutia Bui: SE SA ne ) CAMTIETS Den. 8 40 5.0 13 0 | Murrell Ariz, 193 553 2.9 22 0 
Kirby Clev. 130 452) 35) 28 6 R. Brown Sea. 14 388 27 T: ey Hill Det. 144 542 3.8.45 2 
Abdul-Jabbar — Mia/Clev. 143 445 3.1 21 1 Detmer Clev. 6 Slee eke ikl 1 Lane Car. 115 475 41 «41 4 
Mortis ICES COSA SIS DURE RSF ||) Gordon Buff. i388 8.513 0 | Oxendine Atl. 141452 3.2: 20 4 
Collins Mia. 131 Ee ee ay ae Edwards Clev. 6 35° V5.8" PBs 10 Warren Dall. 99 403.41 25.2 
Richardson K.C. 84 387,426 Jordan Oak. 9 22> SG cia. 2 Hanspard All. 736. 983.«°28 15°27 
Fazande SiD. 91S 6057 SAO oa St ))) Milne Sea. 3 30 10.0 26 0 | Montgomery NYG. 115 | 348 30 14 3 
MeNair Ten. 72 337. 4.7 38 ~~ 8 Williams Cin. 10 30. 3.0 8 O McNabb Phil. 47 313. 67 27 0 
Blake Cin. 63 332) 95:3) 16) 2 Elias Ind. 13 Pee 2: 8 0 Rivers Det. 82 D905. 316) 137 me 
Basnight Cin. 62 308 50 46 O Stone N.Y.J. 2 27 _ 135 36 O Holcombe StL. 78 294. « «3.8 84) 
Gannon Oak. 46 298) 65 39 2 Fiedler Jax. 13 ASE Sas) Pittman Ariz. 64 989 45 58 2 
Bynum S.D. a a ae) H. Shaw N.E. 9 26m 126 R 12950 Beasley SF 58. 276 «6448 «644 «64 
Means S.D. 112 PA A we Groce Cin. 8 Coe e mio man Barber N.Y.G. 62 258 42 30 O 
Couch Clev. 40 267 67 40 1 S. Shaw Clev./Cin. 7° 22ST SiOle Hicks Wash. 78 DET 03:30 s iS 
Stewart Pitt. 56 256 Abi 21a: T. Carter N.E. 5 22 44 910 Garcia SF 45 2315 Sil 25yee2) 
Shehee K.C. 65 2381037 omen Avery Den. 5 21 4.2 6 O Mitchell Wash. 40 D900) 6:5, Ol 
Faulk N.E. 67 227. 34 43) «1 Tomezak Pitt. 16 a ee Sie 1 L. Smith N.O. 60 205 34 24 O 
Davis Den. 67 211 5 es te Witman Pitt. 6 18 3.0 ~ 0 Bates Ariz. 72 202 28 16 9 
Brunell Jax. 47 208 44 #15 1 Brister Den. 2 ABS ZO Parker G.B. 36 184 5a eb 
Loville Den. 40 203 5.1 36 1 Konrad Mia. 9 165 7165 5.50 Perry N.O. 48 180) 3:8) 522) 550 
Anders K.C. 32 181 5.7 46) 0 K. Carter Cin. 6 15 2.5 8 1 Waison StL. 47 179 3.8 21 0 
Thomas Ten. 43 164 #38 22 #1 Horn K.C. 2 15 75 8:0 Brown NLY.G. 55 Tit "82 eso. 
Pritchett Mia. 47 158)" 3.4) 2554 G. Jones Clev. 8 15: 1:9 ee) Christian Atl. 38 174 4:6) 9338) 95 
Thomas Buff. 36 152; 54:25 S31) 10 L. Johnson N.E. 2 IS 65a s1Sa0 McNown Chi. 32 160." 5:0 Sat8 EO 
Lucas NLY.J. 41 144 3.5 21 1 K. Williams Buff. 1 13. 13:0. 13°. 0 Dilfer T.B. 35 144 #41 #28 O 
Case Balt. 36 141. 39 28 3 P. Johnson Balt. 1 129 12:00 25 50: Phillips S.F. 30 144, (48 68 2 
Griese Den. 46 1385 =3:0,5 223% a2 Ritchie Oak. 5 125 24 Sa L. Johnson N.Y.G. 61 14323) 
Evans Balt. 38 1s45 SSO J. Lewis Balt. 5 1 2.2 Aesid Tolliver N.O. 26 142. #55 33 #3 
Parmalee NLYJ. 27 1383 4.9 18 0 Ricks S.D. 2 1 5.5 fies 0 Favre G.B. 28 142 51 20 O 
Cloud K.C. 35 128 37 14 #«O Grbac K.C. 19 10 O65 8. Way N.Y.G. 49 141 CARIES Asis 23} 
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Irvin Det. 36 188 37 51 4 Team Dall. 1 OD OO O20 Rhett Balt. 24. 169 7.0 20 2 
Graham N.Y.G. 35 1920 938) S17 9 Boston Ariz. 5 COO aa) Richardson K.C. 24 141. ~=59 #29 #0 
Bennett N.Y.G. 29 126 #43 #40 1 C. Stanley S.F 1 ORO OO, Shepherd Clev. 23.274 11.9 36 OO 
Beuerlein Car. oh 1242 64.6162 Germaine StL. 3 DEMO 020 Sharpe Den. 23 22497 ~24 OO 
Schlesinger Det. 43 124,~«229 «616 ~—O0 Franklin N.O. 1 0 100° 10. @ Galloway __—Sea. 22.335 ~=«15.2 448 1 
Plummer Ariz. Om eih Part lame Peete Wash. 2 1-05 00 Ward N.Y.J. 22. 325 148 #56 3 
Allen Chi. 32 119° 3.7 13° 0 Justin StL. 5 1-02 3 0 Green Ind. 21 287 13:7, 507 0 
Mitchell G.B. 29 74 OS TSO Mills Dall. 1 = 0 10 Rison K.C. 21 218 104 20 0 
Ismail Dall. 13= “MO SS Caz ae Conway _ Chi. 1 cS Wheatley Oak. 21 196 93 28 3 
Milburn Chi. 16 102 64 49 #11 Sauerbrun Chi. 1 ATO Gary Den. 21 159". 7.6 - 210 
Warner StL. 23 ee ee Freeman G.B. 1 2 -20 2 O Bettis Pitt. 21 OMS 2 lie 
Batch Det. 28 Cy Detmer Phil. 2 2. +10 -1 =O J. Stewart Jax. 21 108: 5g 40 
Floyd Car. 35 (a a Bono Car. 2 SE hs aa) Sanders Ten. 20. 336 168 #48 1 
Bieniemy Phil. 12 Tk a Weldon Wash. 5 4 -08 O 0 Mickens Oak. 20. 261 (13.1 +30 ~2—0 
T.Jackson SF. 15 (EATS 0) Jett Det. 2 8-40 #0 O Blackwell Pitt. 20M ASE 1 OBE TO 
Johnson Car. 25 (a RP Player Ariz. 1 -18 -18.0 -18 0 Gash Buff. 20 1630 WEG ee: 
Delhomme N.O. int (Aa eye T. Carter N.E. 20S 1OBIES Ane OlnO 
M. Williams Minn. 24 CE ae ee AFG RECEWING Simmons N.E. 19 276 14.5 58 2 
J, Anderson Atl. 19 69) eS 2OWEO) Team No Yds Avo ig 0 D. Jones Jax. 19 221 17.6) Si 4 
Cunningham Minn. 10 a as Ca) J. Smith Jax, 116 1,636 141 62 6 Brisby N.E. 18 266 148 40 O 
Chandler Atl. 16 57. ao Gua sel Harrison Ind. #15) 1663) 14:5) S70 12 Green Mia. 18-234 13.0 27, 0 
S. Young S.F 11 SZ. Ibe 4are 10: T. Brown Oak. 90 1,344 149 47 6 Kaufman Oak. 1 TNS GLE fos] 
Chancey Dall. 14 5 sale AAO K. Johnson N.Y.J. 89) 11170 13:1 65" 18 Bruener Pitt. 18 176-98. 29) 0 
Centers Wash. 13 bil Sys 9Pe2eLO R. Smith Den. 79 (1,020 12.9 71 4 Shehee K.C. 18 1965 718) iO 
Da. Brown Ariz. 13 49 38 10 O McCardell Jax. 78 891:««411.4 49) OS Stephens S.D. 18 133. 7.4) 322 
Jervey S.F. 6 49 82 33 1 Gonzalez K.C. (a Penn S.D. Ly A a 
Hobert N.O. 12 AP 39 10 McCaffrey Den. 7i_(1,018 143 78 7 Abdul-Jabbar Mia,/Clev._ 17 Ce ail 
Hakim St.L. of 44 11.0 31 0 Glenn N.E. 69 1,147 166 67 4 Bynum S.D. 16 209 13.1 #80 2 
Moss Minn. 4 43.108 15 0 Wycheck Ten, 69 641 «9.3 35D Barlow Jax. 1G D202 S12 6S iO) 
George Minn. 16 7 1 rT) Ismail Balt. 68 1,105 163 76 6 Basnight Cin. 16 172.108 47 0 
Craver N.O. 17 40 24 8 O Scott Cin. 68 1,022 15.0 76 7 Parmalee N.Y.J. eS rie sie) 
Crowell Det. 5 38: 7.6 20. 0 Martin Mia. BAS AjOS7 15:5 16910 75) Johnson Mia. 15 100967 aie 
King TB, 18 By" 12 4h ae) Be Johnson Clev. 66 986 149 64 8 Byrd Ten. 14 261 186-652 
Thrash Wash, A BRA STO ESTILO Moulds Buff. 65 994 153 54 7 Pathon Ind, 14 163 (11.6 38 O 
Collins N.Y.G. 19 a Mayes Sea. 62. 829 13.4 43 10 Battaglia Cin. 14 153. (10.9 30 0 
Westbrook Wash, 7 35.5.0 12 0 James Ind. 6210 S586) 21916547 4 Banks Jax. 14 1372 EoewesseaO 
R. Thomas Dall. B Oat en4i4s S100 Edwards Pitt. 61 TAN Aas Allen N.E. 14 125i 8/0 NeCsiaaal 
Pederson Phil. 20 Le GE A) Ward Pitt, 61 638 105 42 7 Holmes Balt. 13 104 8.0 634 (1 
Frerotte Det. 15 33!) 212) ee0: Dawkins Sea, 68) 992" 17.4) 45 oe DeLong Balt. 13 525 4100 Nola 
Oliver Atl. 8 B24 OOO! Kirby Clev. 58 1528 91) 78 8 R. Davis S.D. 125 M187) i446 
T. Davis N.O. 20 PT EG) J, Graham S.D, 57 968 17.0 54 2 Griffin Cin, 12 HES eae fel 
Bruce: StL. 5) cP NS 7 Pickens Cin. TS VA a Witman Pitt. 12 106 88 38 O 
S. Matthews Chi. 14 Si) 212) SAS 0. F, Jones S.D. 66) Sis70 2100 (3865 12 Faulk N.E. 12 By _ see S aa 
B. Johnson Wash. 26 Sie v1 ate Alexander K.C. 54° 832, «15.4 86 2 Shelton Jax. 12 87 7 BAGO 
Henderson GB. 7 29) 4.1 103542 Dyson Ten. 54-658 122 47 4 Pierce Balt. W 102.093 26 O 
Wuerffel N.O. 2 29. 145 29° 4 Reed Buff. BRS (586) 1058 S0)= it Loville Den. 1 50 4b ibis 0 
Dwight Atl. 5 Bei 6 oa Gadsden Mia. 48 803 167 62 6 L. Johnson K.C. 10 cl ee | 
Bennett Chi. 6 281) P4172 SISINO, Chrebet N.Y.J. 48 631:+«13.1 ~«#«50 3 Williams Cin. 10 96 96 19 0 
Patten N.Y.G. 1 oF 27.0 Seto E. George Ten. 47 458 97 54 4 C. Jones S.D. 10 90 9.0 44 1 
Holt StL. 3 25. 83 14 0 Ritchie Oak. 45 408 91 20 1 F, Taylor Jax. 10 83. 8.3 41 
Bjornson Dall. 1 20 200 20 1 Fletcher S.D. 45 360 80 25 O Bennett K.C. 10 S10 VA ei emo 
Kennison N.O. 3 LONG: re 1S Martin N.Y. 45.259 5.8 34 0 Campbell Clev. 9 131146 21 0 
Metcalf Car. 2 LO NIO0 1720) Chiaverini Clev. Ad 487 11.1 28 4 Collins Buff. 9 124,138 45 2 
Bostic Phil. 5 1 RET) McDuffie Mia. 43 516 120 34 2 Stewart Pitt. 9 nike an PE 
Watson Phil. 4 iO PS Beh AT) Pritchett Mia. 43 312.73 30 4 Cooper Den. 9 08/5 10:9) S21: 
Jeffers Car. 2 16 80 23 O Wilkins Ind. 42. 565 135 80 4 Roan Ten. 9 9310.3 24 3 
Hilliard N.Y.G. 3 16 53 24 O Jefferson N.E. 40 698 175 68 6 Thomas Ten. 9 72 BONS 2670 
Philyaw N.O. 4 1K. NG ET) Dilger Ind. 40 479 120 30 2 Means S.D. 9 SANE Sime eee 
Stenstrom SF. 3 Oe ES Ricks $.D. 40 429 107 50 O Brigham Oak. 8 108 135 29 O 
Turner Phil. 6 (eG) Watters Sea. 40 Ci D. Mason Ten. 8 (=: Fo) 
Hasselbeck G.B. 6 15 25 13 0 |° Dudley Oak. 39555 14.2035 9 Jordan Oak. 8 82. 10.3. 30 0 
pee Poole N.O. 1 14 140 14 0 Jett Oak. 39552, 142 4302 Lyons Pitt. 8 STON oie. 
Rice S.F. 2 (3teNe biaieero Thigpen Ten. 38648) 17.1 35 4 Baxter N.Y.J. 8 66 83 24 2 
Bates Car. 3 ie Oi aa Armour Balt. Of. 638145 As Crockett Oak. 8 56 0a 
Garrett Dall. 6 12) 2:0 BUG Riemersma Buff. 37. 496 134 38 4 Goodwin Mia. 8 55) 1619) 147950 
Palmer Minn. 3 12's AD (oe McCrary S.D. Re RR D. Walker Oak. 7 AS Oteee aa 
Abdullah T.B. 5 a a Ca) Brown N.E. cE a a Rutledge N.E. 7 66 94 13 0 
Graziani Atl. 9 (CE Galt) Horn K.C. 35) 686" 1617 76) 6 E. Green N.Y.J. 7 o7 Sis en OLee 
Engram Chi. 2 i eo ee) Fauria Sea. CSIS76 IU 250 Morris K.C. A 371635, SU 
Aikman Dall. 20 OTTO ere Lockett K.C, 34.5 5426) 12:5" 39) 2 Neal Ten. 7 27-7 30F males 
Hodgins StL. 7 7) 0S hy, ey | Pollard Ind. 34374 «11008384 B. Davis Balt. 6 121, 202 73 =O 
Miller Chi. 3 9 30. 9) 10 Konrad Mia. Ce are a aa Early N.Y.J. 6 8313.8 24 0 
Connell Wash. 1 (Se oR: R. Brown Sea. cl eS ee Loud Buff. 6 66 11.0 20 0 
Tucker Dall. 1 8 80 8 O Chamberlain Den. 32 488 153 88 2 Collins Mia. 6 (FF oe) 
Green T.B. 3 [ey Coates N.E. CY AU Ne B. Miller Den. 5 59 11.8 26° 0 
Booker Chi. 1 CE: OE: Brady Jax. 32. 346 (108 #30 «#1 Mili Sea. 5 Ee) 
Zeier TB. 3 ULE ES) Drayton Mia. 32.209 98.38 26 Bownes Sea. 4 68 17.0 49 1 
Hetherington _ Car. 2 (CEE: AG! Evans Balt. 32 PT Ay S| Collins Balt. 4 62: 15:57 128 0 
Brooks Chi. 1 (ea OE 7S P. Price Buff. 31 393. 12.7 45 3 Ellison N.E. 4 50) 12:55 230 
Makovicka Ariz. 8 (OO aio. K. Williams Buff. 31 381,123 35 0 Cline Pitt. 4 45 113 30 0 
Vardell S.F. 6 ‘imei Olen Some! Jackson Cin. 31 369" (199) 29) 2 Shields Ind, 4 Cram eral JW) 
Culpepper Minn. 3 Gram eko! 9 0 Dillon Cin. 31 290 5 OM es Jackson Buff. 4 34. —85 616) OO 
Carruth Car. 1 4 40 4 #O Hawkins Pitt. 30 a Denson Mia. 4 PY AA Tos 10) 
Tate Minn. 1 4 40 4 O P. Johnson Balt. 29 526) 18:1) 76) 33 Ofodile Balt. 4 25 OG Ginm oan) 
Toomer N.Y.G. 1 4 40 4 #0 Anderson N.Y.J. 29 302,104 29° 3 Avery Den. 4 25 GOR TO. 
Barnharat N.O. 1 4 40 4 #O Warren N.E. CEPT a D. Smith Den. 4 23) _ SiS TNO 
Tillman Ariz. 1 4 40 4 O Linton Buff. Te A: | Pupunu S.D. 4 1¢- 4:3) 195 20 
Hastings N.O, 1 4 40 4 #0 Shaw Pitt. 28° 387 13.8 §495 3 Elias Ind. 4 16/4 ORO 
Lee St.L. 3 nn Kea en) Huntley Pitt. a a ES Kent Ten. 3 42,140 25 0 
C. Martin Phil. 3 a Ce Edwards Clev. yee a ee Thomas Buff. 3 EY Am eS) 
Salaam G.B. 1 TLS ea Pritchard Sea. 26 375 144 #51 2 McGriff Den. 3 37 12:3) 150: 
Anthony TB. 1 2.220 sag McGee Cin. 26-344 (13.2 352 Davis Den. 3 Ef TT) 
Lewis Car. 4 1 30,35. 4 90) Harris Ten. 26 297 11.4" 62) 41 Cloud K.C. 3 2510 8s i 2aO 
Morrow Minn. 2 TBO Sig} Griffith Den. 26 192 7420 K. Carter Cin. 3 PET ik) 
Olivo Det. 1 Pa 1 ae v8) J, Lewis Balt. 25 281) 11.2) 4652 Doering Den. 3 ET ne an 
Powell N.O. 1 TTC SE IG Groce Cin. 25 154 16.2)" 14) 0 Yeast Cin. 3 2015657, Sano 
Mathis Atl. 1 CLK ee 1. Smith Clev. a | Spence N.Y.J. 3 ibis 0am, 
Comella N.Y.G. 1 0 00 (i) Carswell Den. 24 201) 18:4), (2055 at Perry Mia. 3 Be 7 Sa 
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0 S. Shaw Clev./Cin. 3 Ae TN LD) Glover Minn. 25 322 Mei Murphy Minn. 4 28) 21/0 EO a0) 
Davis Clev. 2 Co EO a) R. Williams N.O. 28 neu yg We Bennett N.Y.G. 4 27) 16:8) 160 90) 
0 A. Smith Buff. 2 $2) 16.0 23: 0 Alstott TB. 27 239) 89 B4r 12 Perry N.O. 4 268 Gib 20 
H. Shaw N.E. 2 31. (15.5 29 0 E. Smith Dall. 27 119 44 14 2 Palmer Minn 4 Sor is: So OAIGaG 
Q Cushing Pitt. 2 294 5OP 22590 Cleeland N.O. ae ae | Sanders Dall. 4 24 N60) HIRO 
(li M. Johnson Pitt. 2 PLS ee Es) Broughton Phil. 26-295) 1113) isay) 4 Olivo Det. a CO Ee ie) 
McKenzie Mia. 2 {EDO EL) Fryar Wash TT ae Parker G.B. 4 8) 
2 Zereoue Pitt. 2 “Sia = Hovey CS) Irvin Det. Te ae Wn) Jordan Sea/G.B. 3 60 20.0 43 0 
Floyd N.E. 2 16S 8/0 Nii, R. Williams StL 250 T22or a0 246 McCullough Ariz. 3 45 15.0 31 0 
tha Anders K.C, 2 145 70.5 19) 0 R. Smith Minn 24 166 69 34 O Thrash Wash. 3 44.147 25 0 
S Purnell Balt. 2 iON SON PaO. Tucker Dall. 23° 489 «191 90 2 Hall G.B. ) 835) 1110) 13) 0 
Seau S.D, 2 8 40 6 O Moore T.B. 23) 2769 12)0) 1855) Driver G.B. 3 Ch Si 
hu Powell Clev. 1 45 45.0 45 0 Biakabutuka Car. 23 jt: TE ESTs) Mills Minn. 8 30. 10.0 14 0 
& Stokley Balt. 1 28 28.0 28 1 Lane Car. 23 1637.1 230 Lee Stl. 3 PR ES 
fh, J. Williams Oak. al 20 20.0 20 0 Davis Wash 23 eae ieee Rasby Det. 3 1979N6:3 SEG 
Woodson Oak. 1 19 19.0 19 0 Calloway Atl. 22.314 1430 331 T, Jackson S.F. 3 Oe es 
Jacquet Mia. 1 18 180 18 O Emanuel TB. 22.238 «108 #39 «1 Crumpler Minn. 2 G5 7o mas Teena 
Jones Ind. 1 CS OMS: Rivers Det. 22 17S DZS SI J, Anderson Atl. 2 3417.0 32 O 
Howard Jax. 1 ES OMS ao Floyd Car. 21 17 9IISio eS O, Bieniemy Phil. 2 28. 140 27 O 
Jacoby K.C. 1 OE) Williams T.B. 21 176m V8i40 e145 (0 Streets S.F. 2 25 125 14 0 
Smith Cin. 1 TOE) Schlesinger Det. 21 BES aie al Walsh Minn. 2 24.120 18 1 
Hundon Cin. 1 Sas Ooo T. Davis G.B. 20) 204" 10.2 33) 2 Philyaw N.O. 2 230 11:5) 4a: 
Strong Sea. 1 Se ae a) L. Smith N.O. 20 (Siem eoiea Finneran Phil. 2 A 
Clark Den. 1 Sa USO Sie) Milburn Chi. 20 i a A No) Bates A Chi, 2 1S 719;5) Se 
Bush Cin. 1 Ce. ha Booker Chi. iE OSS ee eS) Chryplewicz Det. 2 SiO OM aiid 
Dunn Clev. 1 4 40 4 #O Craver N.O. 19 1645 Bi 29100 Franklin N.O. 2 185 (65) SBS w0) 
S. Greene Ind. 1 4 40 4 #O Jurevicius N.Y.G. 18 SISO ele Abdullah TB. 2 Hh tol 
Bobo Clev. 1 Sam G nO, Na Brown Phil. 18 188 104 27 1 Lester Dall. 2 Ca a a 
Ayanbadejo Balt. 1 252 020 Oxendine Atl. 17 J72e Ov peo Fann Sila 2 RE ICIS 0% 
Bartrum N.E. 1 1 1.0 5 | Hoard Minn. 17 166 98 29 O J. Davis T.B. 2 2s 1315 a Ole 
Reed S.D. 1 TeashOas Tealo Moore Det, 16 197 123 26 2 McLeod TB. 2 Peas al 
Huard Mia. 1 OPAC OM MORRO Pittman Ariz. 16 196 12.3 46 0 Brown N.Y.G. 2 2a 0 iin ito) 
Gannon Oak. 1 EO ao) Dawsey N.O. 16 a): XY | Jenkins Wash: 1 30 30.0 30 0 
Wiegert Jax. 1 3 = +30 -3 0 Santiago Atl. 15 174 116 46 0 Robinson TB. 1 TAN TO) 
Hicks Buff. 1 6 -60 -6 O Phillips S.F 15 1525 101, 4710 Crawford G.B. 1 14 140 14 O 
Carruth Car. 14 +200 143 ~=«643~«O~0 Troy Smith Phil. 1 14 (140 14 #O 
NFG RECEMING Holcombe StL. 14 163 (11.6 29 4 M. Williams Minn 1 12202 ao: 
Team No Yds Avo to Brooks Chi. 14 160 114 30 O Conwell St.L. 1 na i CoS TE 
Muhammad Car. 96 1,253 13.1 60 8 Thomason G.B. 14 1g0 gent O0\ nee tare Stenstrom S.F 1 CK Mele Ne) 
Carter Minn. 90 1,241 13.8 68 13 Bennett Chi. 14. «11683840 Monroe Atl. 1 CH a 
Engram Chi. 88 947 108 56 4 Johnson Car. 13 103° 7:9 22° 0 Alford N.Y.G. 1 7m YO 
Faulk St.L. 87 1,048 12.0 57 5 Allred Chi. 13 1028 B26 et Mangum Car. 1 CICK eS 9) 
M. Robinson _ Chi. 84 1400 16.7 80 9 Hill Det. 13 i, Sy ie a) Thomas StL. 1 6inl6 10 Gam 
Crowell Det. 819 19381615 77 Sez German Atl. 12) 219" 18.3! 62) 43 Uwaezuoke Det. 1 aa) 
Mathis Atl. 81 1016 125 52 6 Ogden Dall. 12 144120 25 0 Johnston Dall. 1 4 40 4 #O 
Moss Minn. 801,413 17.7 67 11 L. Johnson N.Y.G. 12 86 7A2is eB en McKinley Ariz. 1 4 40 4 #0 
Morton Det. 80 1,129 141 48 5 Hayes Car. 11 270 245 56 2 Tate Minn 1 aS hs) 
Ismail Dall. 80! 1/097" 18:75 176" 56 Slutzker N.O. 1 164.149 42 1 Bates Car. 1 20 Wei) STIR) 
Toomer N.Y.G. 79 +1,1838 15.0 80 6 Metcalf Car. 1 133° 12.1 330 Jervey S.F. 1 aX ee is) 
Sanders Ariz 79 954° 12.1 63 1 Kozlowski Atl. ah 1227 Sih 26a 2 Tucker StL. 1 2er2.0. 205 
Bruce StL. 77 1,165 15.1 60 12 Stablein Det. 1 119 108 42 1 Graham N.Y.G. 1 <1 =1.0, = 0 
Freeman G.B. ZA OZATT Aloo ieee. Weaver Phil. 1 91. 83 14 0 McNabb Phil. 1 6 60 -6 O 
Schroeder G.B. TAM O5 TTA 255 to! McWilliams Ariz. 1 A EG] 
Hilliard N.Y.G. 72 996 138 46 3 Way N.Y.G: iat a a me) AFG SCORING 
Levens G.B. 71 S730 VET seo C. Martin Phil. 11 RO Ee} Team TD XP/att_ FG/att 2MP Pts 
Centers Wash. 69 544 79 33 3 Jells Phil. 10 TEAM B Ob 7 2 Vanderjagt Ind. 0 43/43 34/38 0 145 
Rice S.F. 67-830 :(124 «#62 ~=5 Irvin Dall. 10 167 AGS TS Mare Mia. 0 27/27 39/46 0 144 
Barber N.Y.G. 66 609 92 56 2 Harris Atl. 10 164 164 24 O Peterson Sea. 0 32/382 34/40 0 134 
Westbrook Wash: 65 1,191 183 65 9 Bjornson Dall. 10 ASH 23210 Hollis Jax. 0 37/37 31/38 ~—0_—«130 
Dunn TB. 64 589 92 68 2 Still Dall. 10. TIO AAOle 280 Elam Den. QO 29/29 29/36 0 116 
Jeffers Car. 63 1,082 17.2 88 12 Hanspard Atl. 10 93.9.3 34 0 Stover Balt. 0 32/82 28/38 0 116 
Walls Car. 63) 822) 13.0. 37) 12 Makovicka Ariz. 10 (Aca Av El Carney S.D. 0 22/23 31/36 O 115 
Connell Wash. 62. 1,182 18.3. 62 7 R. Thomas Dall, 10 64. 64 13 #0 Christie Buff. 0 33/33 25/34 0 108 
Kennison N.O. 61 835 18.7 - 90 4 Hatchette Minn. 9 180 200 80 2 Hall NYJ. 0 27/29 27/33 0 108 
Owens S.F. 60 754 126 36 4 Patten N.Y.G. 9 Ha = yas = on: Sa) Stoyanovich K.C. O 45/45 21/28 0 108 
Mitchell N.Y.G. 58 S20 SSO MN2bias' McDonald Bi 9 96 10.7. 23 4 Vinatieri N.E. 0 29/30 26/33 0 107 
Green TB. 56791 «141 ~«62 ~=3 Allen Chi. 9 SS OF aie ao Del Greco Ten. 0 43/43 21/25 0 106 
Garner S.F. 56 535) 916" W5s002 Cross N.Y.G. 9 Som Onna) K. Brown Pitt. 0 30/31 25/29. 0-105 
Holt StL. 52 788 152 63 6 Turner Phil. 9 CS a SR) James Ind. 17. 0/0 0/0. 0 102 
Small Phil. 49 655 134 84 4 R. Kelly Atl. 8 146 183 50 O Husted Oak. 0 30/30 20/31 0 90 
Murrell Ariz. 49 335 68 23 0 Lewis St.L/Phil. 8 BE) TIT 2 ties Pelfrey Cin. QO 27/27 18/27 0 81 
Sloan Det. 47 591 126 74 4 Mayes Chi. 8 82° 10.38. 24. 4 E. George Ten. 13 0/0 0/0 0 78 
Enis Chi. 45 340 7.6 #28 2 D. Douglas Phil. 8 79 919" 29) 1 J. Stewart Jax. 13 0/0 oo OO 78 
Reed Minn. 44 643. 146 50 2 Oliver Atl. 8 fA 9 Sl 250) Harrison Ind. 12 0/0 0/0 1 74 
Conway Chi. 44 426 97 30 4 Hicks Wash. 8 ewe POO 25¥ yO) Gonzalez K.C. 1 0/0 0/0 0 66 
Poole N.O. 42 796 19.0 67 6 Comella N.Y.G. 8 39 49 26 O Wheatley Oak. 11 0/0 0/0 0 66 
Staley Phil. 41 2047 U7 2i ne Baker Atl. 7 118 169 36 O Mayes Sea. 10 0/0 0/0. 0 60 
Hastings N.O. 40 564 141 42 1 Sellers Wash. 7 “es a = 10) fc Allen N.E. 9 0/0 0/0 0 54 
Boston Ariz. 40 473 11.8 #43 2 McGarity Dall. 7 7 a a) Dudley Oak. 9 0/0 o/o0 0 54 
Christian Atl. 40 354 89 36 2 T. Davis N.O. 7 SSH. 6s 200 Kirby Clev. 9 0/0 o/0 0 54° 
Wetnight Chi. cy (rie) Vardell S.F. ith Somos) rite 0 Dawson Clev. 128/246 S8/12 0 isa) 
Bradford G.B. a ATES Robinson StL. 6 1S ee Bennett K.C. 8 0/0 0/0 0 48 
Rob Moore Ariz. Bf P62tMNG Be 71 aS Harris S.F. 6 Shae ALOIS eae 20 Huntley Pitt. 8 0/0 oo 0 48 
Hakim StL. 36 677) “ABB N75. 98 Wilcox N.O. 6 61 A102 19 50 K. Johnson N.Y.J. 8 0/0 0/0 QO 48 
LaFleur Dall. Cg eC eid Cody Ariz. 6 60 10.0 16 1 Johnson Clev. 8 0/0 o/0 0 48 
Stokes S.F. 34. -429:«:126~«C«4 3 Mitchell G.B. 6 48 80 20 O MeNair Ten. 8 0/0 oO 0 48 
C. Johnson Phil. 34. 414 122 0 36 1 Hodgins StL. 6 a Oo) Gary Den. 7 0/0 0/0 1 44 
Clark S.F. 34.347, «10.2 «24 0 Hallock Chi. 6 2S hye ed) Ward Pitt. 7 0/0 oo 1 44 
Warren Dall. 34. 224. 6G 4 OO Kleinsasser Minn. 6 Te ah hes) Bettis Pitt. 7 0/0 oO 0 42 
Proehl StL. 83.349 10.6 300 Brazzell Dall. 5 114 228 53 O Dawkins Sea. wh 0/0 0/0 0 42 
Dwight Atl. 32. 669 20.9 60 7 Chmura G.B. 5 po OIG WO McCaffrey Den. 7 0/0 o/0 0 42 
Beasley S.F. 32 282. 8.8 24 «(0 Kinchen Car. 5 At OO amen Moulds Buff. 7 0/0 0/0 QO 42 
Mitchell Wash. 31 305. 9.8 36 =O Jordan Minn. 5 40 SiO iad Rhett Balt. if 0/0 oo 0 42 
Mills Dall. 30-325 «10.8 360 Bates Ariz. G, eens (eh ono) Scott Cin. 7 0/0 C/O Ona 
Anthony TB. 30. 296 99 30 1 Lucky Dall. 5 2b a Olean nO Watters Sea. 7 0/0 0/0 0 42 
Hardy Ariz 30. 222 — 7.4 = -23"—COO Hape TB. 5 in 247 4 Wilkins Ind. 7 0/0 oo 0 42 
Henderson G.B. 30. 2036.8 22 1 Bostic Phil. 5 Sa SO Linton Buff. 6 0/0 oO 1-38 
Alexander Wash. 29 324 11.2 27 3 Bech N.O. 4 65 163 23 1 J. Smith Jax. 6 0/0 0/0 1 38 
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INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


T. Brown 


K. Carter 


Moss 


0/0 


0/0 


Dillon 


Coleman 


Walls 


Gadsden 


Cota 


Hoard 


0/0 
0/0 


Horn 


Cox 


Ismail 


Craft 


Levens 


0/0 


0/0 
0/0 
0/0 


Westbrook 


Jefferson 


R. Davis 


Alstott 


0/0 
0/0 


0/0 
0/0 


Pickens 


Davis 


Bates 


0/0 


0/0 


A. Smith 


DeLong 


Dwight 


0/0 


0/0 


F. Taylor 


Detmer 


Hakim 


0/0 


0/0 


McCardell 


Dixon 


M. Robinson 


0/0 


0/0 


Crockett 


Drayton 


Boniol 


17/18 


11/18 


Edwards 


Eaton 


Muhammad 


0/0 


0/0 


Martin 


Flutie 


Crowell 


0/0 


0/0 


Martin 


Galloway 


Christian 


0/0 


0/0 


Means 


Groce 


Connell 


Pritchett 


Hanks 


Ismail 


0/0 
0/0 


0/0 
0/0 


Nedney 


Harris 


LaFleur 


0/0 


0/0 


Armour 


Heath 


Biakabutuka 


0/0 


0/0 


Chiaverini 


Hicks 


Freeman 


0/0 


0/0. 


Dyson 


L. Johnson 


Garner 


0/0 


0/0 


Glenn 


Johnstone 


Holt 


0/0 


0/0 


Johnson 


Jones 


Mathis 


0/0 


0/0 


D. Jones 


C. Jones 


Poole 


0/0 


0/0 


Pollard 


Katzenmoyer 


Staley 


0/0 


0/0 


Riemersma 


Kearse 


Toomer 


R. Smith 


Konrad 


R. Williams 


0/0 
0/0 


0/0 
0/0. 


Stephens 


Law 


Bradford 


0/0 


0/0 


Thigpen 


Loville 


Alexander 


Lucas 


Daluiso 


9/9 


7/9 


Anderson 


Mack 


Enis Chi. 


0/0 


0/0 


Bynum 


D. Mason 


0/0 


0/0 


Case 


McCrary 


0/0 


0/0 


Chrebet 


McGinest 


0/0 


0/0 


Holcombe St.L. 


0/0 


0/0 


Rob Moore Ariz. 


0/0 


0/0 


Moore 


0/0 


0/0 


P. Johnson 


Mili 


0/0 


0/0 


Morton 


0/0 


0/0 


Kaufman 


Mirer 


0/0 


Morris 


D. Mitchell 


0/0 


0/0 
0/0 


Rice 


0/0 


0/0. 


Schroeder 


0/0 


0/0 


‘Neal 


Northern 


0/0 


0/0 


Kennison 


P. Price 


Ogbogu 


0/0. 


0/0 


Beasle\ 


Roan 


Penn 


0/0 


0/0 


Shaw 


Perry 


0/0 


0/0 


Broughton Phil. 0/0 0/0 


Conway Chi. 


0/0 
0/0 


0/0 
0/0. 


0/0 


0/0 


Stewart 
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Team safeties were credited to Denver, Jacksonville (2), 
N.Y. Jets, San Diego, Tennessee (3). 
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i Thomason G.B. 2 0/0 0/0 0 12 Wilkinson Wash. 1 0/0 0/0 0 6 Fisk Ten. 1 17 17 0 
| Tucker Dall. 2 0/0 (Ji oh Sake Wuerffel N.O. 1 0/0 O10 0) 6 Scott Pitt. 1 16 16 0 
[ i Walker SF. 2 0/0 O/OREE OE Culpepper T.B. 0 0/0 CO RERUNS Seau S.D. 1 16 16 te) 
ia Warren Dall. 2 0/0 oO 0 12 Fletcher StL. 0 0/0 O/O 0 *2 M.Jones ONLY. 1 15 15 ) 
Ma Way NY.G. 2 0/0 COS TORS Hambrick Dall. 0) 0/0 0/ Oa: Woodson Oak. 1 15 15 1 
i i M. Williams Minn. 2 0/0 (oo aa a FS McNabb Phil, 0 0/0 C/O ae ae: K.D. Williams Oak. 1 14 14 0 
a R. Williams N.O, 2 wi) oo 0 12 McNown Chi. 0) 0/0 O/0i= “As 2 E. Brown Den. 1 13 13 0 
bP Wistrom StL. 2 0/0 o/O, 0)” 12 Weaver Phil. 0 0/0 aa Ea Wilson Mia. 1 13 13 0 
as Akers Phil. 0 2/2 3/6 oo B. Young S.F. 0 0/0 0/0 2) McCutcheon __ Clev. 1 12 12 0 
hy Bech N.O. 3] 0/0 C/T | * — Safety. Marts Jax, 1 10 10 0 
= | Cleeland N.O. 1 0/0 0/0 1 8 Team safeties were credited to Atlanta, Detroit, Green Oldham Pitt. 1 9 9 0 
ie C. Johnson Phil. 1 0/0. 0/0 O08 Bay, Minnesota, Philadelphia. Thierry Clev. 1 8 8 0 
1 Stablein Det. 1 0/0 O/C aE, ; Boyer Jax. 1 5 5 0 
“ Aikman Dall. 1 0/0 OOS S0T 36 AFG INTERCEPTIONS Woods K.C. 1 5 5 0 
a Aldridge Det. 1 0/0 0/02 106 Team No Yds ig at] Rodgers Mia. 1 5 5 0) 
Alford NG oat 0/0 o/0 0 6 Woodson Balt. i 195 66 2 Bell Cin. 1 5 5 0 
Allred Chi. 1 0/0 ojo 0 6 Madison Mia, 7 164 42 i Simien S.D. i 4 4 0 
Anthony TB. 1 0/0 oo  O 6 Hasty K.C. 7 98 56 2 Wooten Ind. 1 4 4 0 
C. Bailey Wash, 1 0/0 OOS S036: Beasley Jax. 6 200 93 2 L. Jones Clev, 1 3 3 0 
Barber Wash, 1 0/0 OS Ba Coleman N.Y.J, 6 165 98 1 Robertson Ten. 1 3 3 0 
Bennett N.Y.G. 1 0/0 oO 0 6 Dishman K.C. 5 95 47 1 Jackson Ten. 1 2 2 0 
’ Bieniemy Phil, 1 0/0 O/C ORG: V. Green N.Y.J. 5 92 32 0} Maryland Oak. 1 2 2 0 
Bjornson Dall. 1 0/0 oO 0 6 Springs Sea. 5 7 42 0 Roye Pitt. 1 2 2 0 
Bly StL. 1 0/0 o/foO oO 6 Starks Balt. 5 59 43 1 Irvin Buff. 1 1 1 0 
Na Brown Phil. 1 0/0 0/0 0 6 James Den. 5 59 45 0 Davis Pitt. 1 1 1 0 
Bryant SF. 1 0/0 oo 0 6 Edwards KC. 5 50 28 1 Bruschi N.E, 1 1 1 0 
Buchanan Atl. 1 0/0 SOT: W. Williams Sea. 5 43 40 il Martin Buff. 1 0 0 0 
Bush StL. 1 0/0 00 0 6 McAlister Balt. 5 28 21 0 Myers Cin. 1 0 0 0 
Calloway Atl. 1 0/0 C/O St 16 Shields Pitt. 4 75 25 0 Pryce Den. 1 0 0) 0 
Chandler Atl. 1 0/0 O10 FOES 6) Rolle Ten. 4 65 30 0 Taylor Mia. 1 ) 0 0 
Coakley Dall. 1 0/0 (TOE) D. Williams Sea. 4 41 21 0 Z. Thomas Mia. 1 0 0 te} 
Cody Ariz. 1 0/0 oo 0 6 Darius Jax. 4 37 29 0 Israel N.E. 1 0 0 0 
Coleman Wash, 1 0/0 ojo 0 6 Milloy N.E. 4 17 17 0 Slade N.E. 1 0 0) 0 
Crumpler Minn, 1 0/0 oo 0 6 Lewis S.D. 4 9 5 0 Johnstone Oak. 1 0 0 0 
J. Davis T.B. 1 0/0 oO 0 6 Bellamy Sea. 4 4 if 0 Harrison S.D. 1 0 0 0 
Dawkins Phil. 1 0/0 o/”O 0 6 Spencer S.D. 4 1 1 0 Smith Sea. 1 0 0) 0 
Dawsey N.O. 1 0/0 ODEO RSG: Washington Pitt, 4 il 1 (0) Greer Buff. 1 0 0 0 
D. Douglas Phil. 1 0/0 OOS SOs R. Lewis Balt. 3 97 60 te) Randolph Ind. Ail 0 0 0 
Drakeford N.O, 1 0/0 COR AOL 6: Poole Ind. 3 85 38 (0) Coghill Den. 1 0 to) 0 
Driver G.B. 1 0/0 a Joseph Sea. 3 82 40 0 Blackmon Cin. 1 0 0 0 
Edwards G.B. 1 0/0 oo. 0 6 Heath Cin. 3 72 58 i Little Clev. 1 0 0 0 
Elliss Det. 1 0/0 O/OELO ED) Gordon Oak. 3 44 28 ) M. Walker Oak. 1 0 0 0 
Emanuel TB. 1 0/0 O/OR AOE Turner Oak. 3 43 24 0) M. Patton K.C. 1 0 0 0 
Fredrickson Ariz. 1 0/0 o/fO 0 6 Romanowski __Den. 3 35 18 1 R. Thomas Ind. 1 0 0 0 
Glover Minn. 1 0/0 0/00 0) 6 Allen Oak. 3 33 31 0 Hall Cin. 1 0 ) to) 
Graham NG 0/0 oo 0 6 Schulz Buff. 3 26 26 0 Abdullah Clev. 1 0 0 0 
Hanspard Atl. 1 0/0 0/0 ORG Cant Sea. 3 26 19 0 

Hape TB. 1 vo O00 O 6 Gen N.Y.J. 3 20 12 0 NEG INTERCEPTIONS 
S. Harris Chi. 1 0/0 oO 0 6 C. Carter N.E. 3 13 8 0 Team_ No ‘Yds Lg ™ 
A. Harris Phil. 1 0/0 0/0 0 6 Sidney Ten. 3 12 7h io} Abraham T.B. 7 115 55 2 
Hastings N.O. 1 0/0 oO 0 6 Buckley Mia. 3 3 18 ) Vincent Phil, fe 91 35 0 
Hobert N.O. 1 0/0 oO 0 6 Serwanga N.E. 3 2 2 0 Schulters SF. 6 127 64. 1 
Hodgins StL. 1 0/0 10/0 F026 Warfield K.C. 3 0 0 0 Lyght StL. 6 112 57 1 
Holmes Chi. 0 0/0 228 0026 Blevins Ind. 2 115 74 1 Ellsworth N.Y.G. 6 80 26 0) 
Howard Det. 1 0/0 o/fo oO 6 Stoutmire N.Y.J. 2 97 67 1 Stevens Wash. 6 61 25 0 
Jervey SF. 1 0/0 O/OE NOD 6: Dumas S.D. 2 92 68 0 Ambrose N.O. 6 27 16 0 
Jordan Minn. 1 0/0 O/OE SONG: Burris Ind. 2 83 55 0 M. McKenzie _G.B. 6 4 4 0 
Jurevicius AVG 0/0 O/O ESO Biekert Oak, 2 57 36 0 Rice Det. 5 82 33 0 
Lane Car. 1 0/0 CORO G: Carter Den, 2 48 34 0 C. Bailey Wash, 5 55 59 1 
Lassiter Ariz. 1 0/0 oo OO 6 T. Carter Chi./Cin. 2 36 36 te) Davis Car. “5 49 16 0 
Lee StL. 1 0/0 oo oO 6 Thomas Jax. erie rd 36 0 A. Harris Phil. 4 151 84 1 
Lyght StL. 1 0/0 0/0) 10 NG Hanks Sea. 2 30 23 1 Dawkins Phil. 4 127 67 1 
Makovicka Ariz. 1 0/0 C/O OS Marion Mia. 2 30 28 0) Coakley Dall. 4 119 46 1 
Mamula Phil. 1 0/0 0/0; 40, 86 Surtain Mia. 2 28 28 0 M. Jones St.L. 4 96 44 2 
Mayes Chi. 1 0/0 C/O OG Mincy Oak. 2 23 21 0 Buchanan Att. 4 81 52 1 
McDonald RB: 1 0/0 oO 0 6 Law N.E. 2 20 27 1 Brooks TB. 4 61 38 0 
McLeod T.B. 1 0/0 C/O! O56: Phifer N.Y.J. 2 20 16 0) Taylor Phil. 4 59. 28 1 
McMillian Wash. 1 0/0 0/0. 30S 16: Holmes Ten. 2 17 19 0 Edwards G.B. 4 26 26 1 
McWilliams Ariz. 1 0/0 oO 0 6 Copeland Cin. 2 16 12 0 McCleon St.L. 4 17 14 te) 
Milburn Chi. 1 0/0 C/O ONG Brackens Jax. 2 16 16 1 T. Williams GB. 4 12 12 0 
Minter Chi. 1 0/0 GOS OL 38 Newman Oak. 2 16 16 0 Teague Dall. 3 127 95 Es 
Mitchell Wash. 1 0/0 C/O NOP SS Pope Clev. 2 15 13 0 Minter Car. 3 69 44 0 
Mitchell GB. 1 0/0 oO 0 6 Crockett Den. 2 14 10 0 Bly StL. 3 53 53 1 
Oliver Atl. 1 i) CC SOs Winfield Buff. 2 13 10 0 MeWillian Wash. 3 49 25 0 
Peter N.Y.G. 1 0/0 oo 0 6 Kennedy Sea, 2 12 7 0 Fair Det. 3 49 41 A 
Rasby Det. 1 0/0 0/05 30) 98 Spikes Cin. 2 7 7 0 D. Green Wash. 3 33 25 0 
Rivers Det. 1 0/0 oo oO 6 Wiltz N.Y.J. 2 5 5 0 Clay N.O. 3 32 24 0 
Rossum Phil. 1 0/0 oo 0 6 Mickens N.Y.J. 2 2 2 te) Hudson Chi. 3 28 28 0 
Sanders Ariz. 1 0/0. oo oO 6 Dimry S.D. 2 1 1 0 Reese Dall. 3 28 24 0 
Sanders Dall. 1 0/0 COORG: Bryant Jax, 2 0 0 0 Kei. Mitchell N.O. 3 22 18 0 
Schlesinger Det. 1 0/0 oO oO 6 Tongue K.C. 1 80 46 1 Carrier Det. 3 16 16 0 
Schulters S.F. 1 0/0 COR ORG: Katzenmoyer _N.E. 1 57 57 1 Sharper G.B. 3 12 9 0 
Slutzker N.O. 1 0/0 oo 0 6 Wiley Buff. 1 52 52 0 Robinson Att. 3 a 7 0 
L. Smith N.O. 1 0/0 ODOR Dorsett Ten. 1 43 43 0 Sanders Dall. 3 2 2 0 
Strahan N.Y.G. 1 0/0 oo 0 6 D. Mitchell Ten, 1 42 42 1 Griffith Minn. 3 0 0 0 
Swann Ariz. 1 0/0 ojo 0 6 Holecek Buff. 1 35 35 0 Hawthorne Dall. 3 2) 0 0 
Tate Minn. 1 0/0 oo 0 6 McGlockton K.C. 1 30 30 ) Wistrom StL. 2 131 91 2 
Taylor Phil. 1 0/0 oo 0 6 T. Smith Buff. 1 29 29 0 Lassiter Ariz. 2 110 78 1 
Thomas Minn. 1 0/0 oo OO 6 Bowden Ten. 1 29 29 0 Allen StL. 2 76 40 0 
Thrash Wash. 1 0/0 oO oO 6 Cox N.Y.J. i 27 27 1 Barber Wash. 2 70 70 1 
Tucker StL. 1 0/0 OOO Gi D. Walker Ten. 1 27 27 fe) Minter Chi. 2 66 34 i 
Vardell S.F. 1 0/0 OF SS McEImurry Jax. 1 26 26 0 McBurrows Atl. 2 64 Ai (0) 
Walsh Minn. 1 0/0 C/O ONG Rogers Buff. 1 24 24 0 B. Williams GB. 2 60 60 0) 
Warner StL. 1 0/0 oo 0 6 Harris Balt. 1 24 24 1 Barber TB. 2 60 43 te) 
Weary N.O. 1 0/0 oo O 6 Kirkland Pitt. 1 23 23 0 Fredrickson Ariz. 2 57 34 1 
Weathers NYG. 1 0/0 oo 0 6 Emmons Pitt. 1 22 22 0 Weary N.O, 2 49 27 0 
Wetnight Chi. 1 0/0 O/Can Oe 5 Walker Sea. 1 24 21 0 Bush StL. 2 45 45 1 
Whiting Phil. 1 0/0 O/OS Sl Oe: Thomas K.C, 1 20 20 0 Hambrick Dall. 2 44 25 ) 
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A number of non-qualifiers were excluded. 


NFC KICKOFF RETURNS 
Team No Yds 
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Brien, N.O., and Longwell, G.B,, each punted once. 
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Also, Jaeger, Chi., was 201-8, with long of 52; Holmes, Chi., was 2-of-2, with long of 39, 


Www, profootballweekly-com 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


AFC TEAM-BY-TEAM TACKLES 


Baltimore Ravens — Ray Lewis 198, Jamie Sharper 
122, Michael McCrary 92, Rod Woodson 81, Rob Burnett 
81, Tony Siragusa 68, DeRon Jenkins 66, Kim Herring 65, 
Chris McAlister 58, Larry Webster 44, Peter Boulware 42, 
Duane Starks 41. Corey Harns 38, Fernando Smith 37, 
Cornell Brown 32, Lional Dalton 32, Keith Washinaton 26, 
Brad Jackson 2, James Trapp 2, Stevon Moore 2. Martin 
Chase 2, Tyrell Peters 1 

Buffalo Bills — Sam Cowart 186, Henry Jones 131, 
John Holecek 116, Sam Rogers 112, Kurt Schulz 98, Phil 
Hansen 89, Ted Washington 87. Bruce Smith 80. Thomas 
Smith 64, Ken Irvin 56, Antoine Winfield 52, Gabe North- 
ern 48, Pat Williams 48, Marlo Perry 43, Marcellus Wiley 
43, Shawn Price 28, Joe Cummings 22, Sean Moran 15, 
Daryl Porter 14, Manny Martin 12, Donovan Greer 7, Keith 
Newman 3, Dan Brandenburg 1 

Cincinnati Bengals — Brian Simmons 111, Takeo 
Spikes 105, Myron Bell 73, Artrell Hawkins 68, Michael 
Bankston 56, Cory Hall 49, Rotiney Heath 46, Oliver Gib- 
son 41, John Copeland 38, Steve Foley 37, Greg Myers 
37, Kimo Von Osihoffen 26, Ty Howard 25, Jevon Lanatord 
25, Reinard Wilson 20, Adrian Ross 18, Roosevelt Black- 
mon 18, Rico Clark 15, Glen Steele 14, Tremain Mack 11, 
Tom Carter 8, Lawrence Wright 8, Canute Curtis 8, 
Charles Fisher 2, Andre Purvis 2, Billy Granville 1, 

Cleveland Browns — Wali Rainer 191, Jamir Miller 
147, Marquez Pope 95, Rahim Abdullah 90, Daylon 
McGulcheon 88, Corey Fuller 82, Ryan McNeil 80, Derrick 
Alexander 60, Darius Holland 51, John Thierry 44, Mar- 
quis Smith 31, Mike Thompson 27, Antonio Langham 26, 
Marlon Forbes 24, Stalin Colinet 22, Hurvin McCormack 
20, Lenoy Jones 19, John Jurkovic 19, Marcus Sprigas 17, 
James Williams 17, Tim Metyer 16, Roy Barker 13, Arnold 
Miller 13, Earl Little 8, Raymond Jackson 6, Jerry Ball 5, 
Tyrone Rogers 4, Bill Duff 1. 

Denver Broncos — Glenn Cadrez $7, Bill Romanows- 
ki 94, Al Wilson 88. Eric Brown 80, Dale Carter 73, Ray 
Crockett 71, Tyrone Braxton 61, Trevor Pryce 50, Maa 
Tanuvasa 43, Kelth Traylor 42, Tory James 38, Darrius 
Johnson 36, George Coghill 34, Neil Smith 34, Harald 
Hasselbach 25, Alfred Willlams 19, Mike Lodish 13, John 
Mobley 13, Montae Reagor 11, Nate Wayne 10, David 
Bowens 10. Cyron Brown 10, Paul Grasmanis 6, Chris 
Watson 5, Artie Ulmer 1- 

Indianapolis Colts — Cornelius Bennett 114, Mike 
Peterson 110, Mike Barber 103, Chad Cola 101, Jason 
Belser 91, Jelf Burris 85, Chad Bratzke 81, Ellis Johnson 
76, Larry Chester 67, Bernard Whittington 49, Shawn King 
45, Tyrone Poole 44, Tony Blevins 44, Mark Thomas 41, 
Andre Royal 21, Billy Austin 18, Tito Wooten 18, Ratcliff 
Thomas 18, Thomas Randolph 10, Bert Berry 9, Steve 
Muhammad 7, Brad Scioli 4, Spencer Reid 4. Shane Bon- 
ham 3, Jeff Brady 2, Tony MeCoy 2, Paul Miranda 1, Monty 
Montgomery 1. 

Jacksonville Jaguars — Kevin Hardy 153, Donovin 
Darius 115, Lonnie Marts 112, Fernando Bryant 78, Tony 
Brackens 76, Carnell Lake 71, Gary Walker 71, Aaron 
Beasley 67, Seth Payne 60, Joel Smeenge 56, Bryce 
Paup 52, Brant Boyer 43, Renaldo Wynn 37, Blaine MoEl- 
murry 28, Larry Smith 24, Dave Thomas 15, Eric Curry 10, 
Tom McManus 9, Emarlos Leroy 8, Rayna Stewart 8, 
Regan Upshaw 8, Bryan Schwartz 6, James Roberson 4, 
Jason Craft 2, Mike Logan 4 

Kansas City Chiefs — Donnie Edwards 143, Marvcus 
Patton 135, Jerome Woods 106, James Hasty 102, Reg- 
gie Tongue 94, Cris Dishman 84, Chester McGlockton 81, 
Derrick Thomas 77, Eric Hicks 70, Dan Willams 51, Tom 
Barndt 48, Leslie O'Neal 45, Eric Warfield 30, Ty Parten 
12, Bracy Walker 11, Ron George 7, Carlion Gray 5, Greg 
Manusky 1, Mike Maslowski 1 

Miami Dolphins — Zach Thomas 167, Robert Jones 
100, Brock Marion 100, Shawn Wooden 75, Rich Owens 
74, Daryl Gardener 71, Galvin Jackson 56, Jason Taylor 
55, Sam Madison 52, Derrick Rodgers 52, Patrick Surtain 
48, Tim Bowens 45, Terrell Buckley 38, Trace Armstrong 
27, Lorenzo Bromell 20, Jerry Wilson 18, Kenny Mixon 14, 
Dwight Hollier 9, Greg Jeffries 4, Ray Hill 1. 

New England Patriots — Lawyer Milloy 173, Tedy 
Bruschi 138, Andy Katzenmoyer 107, Chris Carter 94, 
Henry Thomas 87, Chris Slade 88, Willle McGinest 84, Ty 
Law 64, Brandon Mitchell 61, Ted Johnson 59, Steve Israel 
46, Ghad Eaton 53, Kato Serwanga 49, Ferric Collons 32, 
Larry Whigham 31, Tebucky Jones 26, Chris Sullivan 21, 
Tony George 17, Marty Moore 9, Greg Spires 8, Vernon 
Crawlord 5, Terry Billups 4, Bob Kuberski 3, Jeff Kopp 1 

New York Jets — Victor Green 121, Marvin Jones 92, 
Mo Lewis 89, Marcus Coleman 64, Dwayne Gordon 59, 
Steve Atwater 55, Anthony Pleasant 52, Raman Phifer 50, 
Aaron Glenn 47, Bryan Cox 45, Rick Lyle 43, Ray Mickens 
41, James Farrior 38, Ernie Logan 33, Jason Ferguson 33, 
Omar Stoutmire 29, Eric Ogbogu 13, Jason Wiltz 12, 
Bobby Hamilton 11, Dorian Boose 5, Chad Cascadden 2, 
Buddy Crutchfield 2, Kevin Williams 2, Delphrine Lee 1. 

Oakland Raiders — Greg Biekert 136, Anthony New- 
man 67, Eric Alien 65, Richard Harvey 65, Charles Wood- 
son 61, Eric Turner 55, Lance Johnstone 52, Russell 
Maryland 52, Darrell Russell 45, James Harris 36, Darrien 
Gordon 34, Grady Jackson 34, Charles Mincy 29, K.D. 
Williams 26, Eric Brown 21, Sam Sword 21, Marctis Walk- 
er 19, Tony Bryant 16, Chuck Osborne 12, Calvin Branch 
4, Roderick Goleman 1, Johnnie Harris 1, Marcus Ray 1. 

Pittsburgh Steelers — Earl Holmes 144, Levon Kirk- 
land 123, Lethon Flowers 96, Carlos Emmons 86, Travis 
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Davis 76, Jason Gildon 69, Dewayne Washington 67, 
Chad Scott 61, Orpheus Roye 57, Kevin Henry 43, Joel 
Steed 37, Deshea Townsend 31, Scott Shields 25, Chris 
Oldham 16, Joey Porter 15, Jeremy Staat 14, Lance 
Brown 9, Mike Vrabel 8, Nolan Harrison 6, Jason Sim- 
mons 5, Chad Kelsay 1, Aaron Smith 1. 

San Diego Chargers — Junior Seay 99, Michael 
Dumas 81, Norman Hand 55, John Parrella 53, Greg 
Jackson 51, Jimmy Spencer 48, Lew Bush 44, Rodney 
Harrison 41, Raylee Johnson 41, Darryll Lewis 41, Eric Hill 
39, Al Fontenot 34, Charles Dimry 33, Gerald Dixon 33, 
Fakhir Brown 31, Jason Perry 26, Jamal Williams 26, Ter- 
france Shaw 24, Michael Mohring 14. Michael Hamilton B, 
Tracy Simien 8, Scott Turner 8, Orlando Ruff 7, Chris Mims 
6, Reggie Rusk 5, Cedric Harden 1, Team 1 

Seattle Seahawks — Chad Brown 117. Jay Bellamy 
96, Darrin Smith 90, Anthony Simmons 90, Darry! Williams 
78, Shawn Springs 74, Cortez Kennedy 73, Willie Williams 
72, Phillip Daniels 45, Sam Adams 38, Michael Sinclair 
35, Kerry Joseph 28, James Logan 27, Riddick Parker 24, 
Chris Canty 24, Merton Hanks 17, James Willis 14, Lamar 
King 12, Matt LaBounty 11, Brian Walker 9, Joey Eloms 4, 
DeShone Myles 2, Antonio Cochran 2, 

Tennessee Titans — Blaine Bishop.113, Eddie Robin- 
son 113, Marcus Robertson 92, Jevon Kearse 85, Joe 
Bowden 81, Barron Wortham 81, Jason Fisk 80, Samari 
Rolle 70, Denard Walker 56, Josh Evans 54, Henry Ford 
41, Perry Phenix 39, Dainon Sidney 39, Kenny Holmes 38, 
John Thornton 33, Terry Killens 25, Steve Jackson 22, 
Doug Colman 21, Mike Jones 19, Anthony Dorsett 17, 
Mike Frederick 10, Joe Salave'a 10, Donald Mitchell 7, 
George McCullough 3. 


NFG TEAM-BY-TEAM TACKLES 


Arizona Cardinals — Ronald McKinnon 223, Rob 
Fredrickson 167.5, Tommy Bennett 147, Kwamie Lassiter 
140, Rashod Swinger 119, Jerry Drake 98, Tom Knight 77, 
Aeneas Williams 70, Zack Walz 67, Simeon Rice 53.5, 
Corey Chavous 53, Mark Maddox 48, Brad Ottis 47, 
Thomas Burke 41.5, Pal Tillman 38, Patrick Sapp 28, 
Andre Wadsworth 26, J.J. McCleskey 21, Corey Sears 14, 
Eric Swann 11,5, Johnny Rutledge 3, Angel Rubio 3, Coby 
Rhinehart 2, Mark Smith 2 

Atlanta Falcons — Jessie Tuggle 122, Eugene Robin- 
son 118, Marty Carter 109, Keith Brooking 95, Ray 
Buchanan 87, Chuck Smith 84, Travis Hall 76, Shane 
Dronett 67, Henri Crockett 59, Lester Archambeau 56, 
Gene McBurrows 56, Ronnie Bradford 55, Ed Jasper 46, 
Patrick Kerney 44, Craig Sauer 31, Elijah Williams 31, Pel- 
fom McDaniels 29, Michael Booker 24, Jeff Kelly 17, 
Shawn Swayda 10, Omar Brown 10, Ruffin Hamilton 9, 
Keith Thibodeaux 4, Derrick Gardner 3, Ben Huff 3. 

Carolina Panthers — Micheal Barrow 131, Dean Wells 
106, Brent Alexander 96, Mike Minter 91, Sean Gilbert 81, 
Eric Davis 77, Chuck Wiley 67, Doug Evans 66, Tim Mora- 
bito 57, Kavin Greene 49, Mike Rucker 42, Jason Peter 33, 
Steve Tovar 32, Donta Jones 30, Antonio Edwards 29, 
Roderick Mullen 24, Michael Swift 24, Esera Tuaolo 22, 
Ernest Jones 11, Damien Richardson 10, Rick Terry 7, 
Hannibal Navies 3, Vilam) Maumau 2, Mike Scurlock 1. 

Chicago Bears — Barry Minter 149, Tony Parrish 124, 
Sean Harris 90, Mike Wells 84, Warrick Holdman 75, Rico 
McDonald 74, Walt Harris 71, Chris Hudson 65, Jim Flani- 
gan 63, Bryan Robinson 59, Terry Cousin 52, Van Tuinei 
43, Tom Garter 23, Russell Davis 21, Jerry Azumah 17, 
Khari Samuel 17, Clyde Simmons 16, Shane Burton 14, 
Rosevelt Colvin 11, Frankie Smith 10, Keith Burns 7, Ray 
Austin 4, Dunstan Anderson 1, Jermaine Jones 1. 

Dallas Cowboys — Randall Godfrey 143, Dexter 
Coakley 131, Darren Woodson 128. George Teague 102. 
Chad Hennings 92. Kavika Pittman 74, Charlie Williams 


64, Darren Hambrick 62, Greg Ellis 59, Deion Sanders 43, 
Alonzo Spellman 43, Brandon Noble 36, Dat Nguyen 34, 
Ebenezer Ekuban 33, Izell Reese 28, Duane Hawthorne 
27, Leon Lett 25, Singor Mobley 23, Kevin Smith 17, Kevin 
Mathis 16, Peppi Zellner 13, Michael Myers 11, Kenny 
Wheaton 8, Nathan Davis 4, Nate Hemsley 2, Quentin 
Coryatt 1. 

Detroit Lions — Stephen Boyd 188, Ron Rice 144, 
Mark Carrier 108, Chris Claiborne 97, Allen Aldridge 81, 
James Jones 70, Luther Elliss 69, Robert Bailey 65, Terry 
Fair 60, Robert Porcher 59, Tracy Scroggins 48, Travis 
Kirschke 39, Scott Kowalkowski 36, J.B. Brown 34, Bryant 
Westbrook 34, Kalvin Pritchett 27, Lamar Campbell 23, 
Dan Owens 13, Convin Brown 12, Andre Collins 8, 
Richard Jordan 8, Mike Pringley 8, Owayne Harper 7, Clint 
Kriewaldt 3, Ryan Stewart 1 

Green Bay Packers — Darren Sharper 113, Bernardo 
Harris 108, Jude Waddy 73, Brian Williams 68, Leroy But- 
ler 67, Vonnie Holliday 67, Mike McKenzie 65, Tytone 
Willams 65, George Koonce 50, Vaughn Booker 46, 
Gilbert Brown 39, Santana Dotson 35, Keith McKenzie 32, 
Antuan Edwards 30, Cletidus Hunt 20, Anthony Davis 19, 
Fred Vinson 19, Billy Lyon 19, Jim Nelson 8, Tod McBride 
5, Antonio Dingle 5, Scott McGarrahan 2, Jermaine Smith 
2. Roy Barker 1, Charles Jordan 1, Basil Mitchell 1, Rod- 
ney Artmore 1, Team 1. 

Minnesota Vikings — Ed McDaniel 166, Dwyane 
Rudd 152, Robert Griffith 138, Jimmy Hitchcock 86, Kenny 
Wright 80, Orlando Thomas 78, Kailee Wong 62, Tony 
Williams 53, Chris Doleman 49, John Randle 44, Duane 
Clemons 32, Jerry Ball 32, John Burrough 21, Chris 
Rogers 20, Ramos McDonald 19, Anthony Bass 17, 
Robert Tate 16, Corey Miller 14, Antonio Banks 12, Joe 
Phillips 10, Rob Holmberg 5, Martin Harrison 3, Stalin Col- 
inet 2, Talance Sawyer 1. 

New Orleans Saints — Keith Mitchell 104, Sammy 
Knight 102, Mark Fields 81, Fred Weary 65, La’Roj Glover 
62, Chris Bordano 59, Ashley Ambrose 57, Willie Clay 46, 
Wayne Martin 41, Rob Kelly 35, Brady Smith 33, Willie 
Whitehead 30, Troy Wilson 29, Tyronne Drakeford 26, Phil 
Clarke 23, Jared Tomich 16, Kevin Mitchell 15, Alex Mold- 
en 15, Je’Rod Cherry 14, Ink Aleaga 13, Austin Robbins 
10, Uhuru Hamiter 6, Eddie Kennison 4, Aaron Craver 3, 
Billy Joe Tolliver 2, Tom Ackerman 2, Chris Naeole 2, 
Lawrence Dawsey 2, Chris Hewilt 2, Keith Poole 2, 
Kendall Gammon 1, Scott Siutzker 1, William Roaf 1, 
Lamar Smith 1, Billy Joe Hobert 1, Brett Bech 1, Marvin 
Powell 1, Mike Halapin 1, Jerry Fontenot 1, Andre Hast- 
ings 1, Wilmont Perry 1, Robert Nawkirk 1, Kyle Turley 1, 
Ricky Willams 1, Corey Harris 7. 

New York Giants — Jessie Armstead 124, Sam Gar- 
nes 92, Percy Ellsworth 74, Ryan Phillips 74, Phillippi 
Sparks 67, Corey Widmer 62, Cedric Jones 59, Michael 
Strahan 56, Keith Hamilton 53, Jason Sehorn 45, Jeremy 
Lincoln 31, Christian Peter 26, Bernard Holsey 20, Scott 
Galyon 20, Emmanuel McDaniel 19, Pete Monty 17, Shaun 
Williams 16, Robert Harris 13, Andre Weathers 12, Conrad 
Hamilton 11, Brandon Sanders 11, Marcus Buckley 10, 
George Williams 8, Bashir Lavingston 5, Ryan Hale 3. 

Philadelphia Eagles — Jeremiah Trotter 202, Tim 
Hauck 122, William Thomas 116, Brian Dawkins 103, Troy 
Vincent 100, James Darling 98, Hollis Thomas 72, Greg 
Jefferson 67, Steve Martin 60, Mike Mamula 57, Barry 
Gardner 56, Bobby Taylor 54, Al Harris 40, Mike Caldwell 
36, ke Reese 29, Damon Moore 28, Brandon Whiting 27, 
Bill Johnson 20, Mark Wheeler 19, Allen Rossum 12, 
Hugh Douglas 9, Tyrone Williams 7, Brian Cook 6, Kelly 
Gregg 3, Pernell Davis 2, B. Williams 1. 

St. Louls Rams — London Fletcher 138, Billy Jenkins 
116, Mike Jones 94, Todd Collins 74, Todd Lyght 65, Grant 
Wistrom 60, Ray Agnew 56, Dexter McCleon 54, Devin 
Bush 50, D’Marco Farr 48, Kevin Carter 44, Charlie 
Clemons 44, Jeff Zgonina 41, Keith Lyle 40, Taje Allen 38, 
Jay Williams 25, Nate Hobgood-Chittick 19, Dre Bly 18, 
Rich Goady 11, Lorenzo Styles 10, Mike Morton 10, Troy 
Pelshak 6, Gaylon Hyder 3, Leonard Little 2, Ron Carpan- 
ter 2, Lionel Bames 1, 

San Francisco 49ers — Ken Norton Jr. 126, Winfred 
Tubbs 107, Tim McDonald 94, Lance Schulters 80, Lee 
Woodall 77, Junior Bryant 55, Darnell Walker 50, Pierson 
Prioleau 48, Brentson Buckner 44, Bryant Young 42, R.W. 
McQuarters 35, Ramos McDonald 32, Gabe Wilkins 27, 
Mark McMillan 25, Zack Bronson 22, Jeff Posey 19, 
Monty Montgomery 15, Marvin Washington 11, Craig 
Newsome 10, Chike Okeafor 9, Charles Haley 8, Wasswa 
Serwanga 5, Anthony Peterson 4, Matt Keneley 3, David 
Richie 1, Joe Wesley 1 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers — Derrick Brooks 180, 
Hardy Nickerson 141, John Lynch 128, Damien Robinson 
95, Ronde Barber 74, Donnie Abraham 74, Brad Culpep- 
per 72, Chidi Ahanotu 63, Shelton Quarles 57, Warren 
Sapp 54, Brian Kelly 42, Marcus Jones 36, Steve White 
28, Alshermond Singleton 26, Anthony McFarland 13, 
Shevin Smith 13, Tyoka Jackson 9, Jeff Gooch 4, James 
Cannida 2, John McLaughlin 1, Dexter Jackson 1, Regan 
Upshaw 1. 

Washington Redskins — Sam Shade 166, Shawn 
Barber 148, Derek Smith 127, Leomont Evans 98, Champ 
Bailey 83, Darrell Green 76, Greg Jones 68, Marco Cole- 
man 65, Kenard Lang 57, Matt Stevens 54, Dana Stubble- 
field 52, Dan Wilkinson 43, Anthony Cook 30, Tim Denton 
25, Mark McMillian 24, Darryl Pounds 23, Ndukwe Kalu 
16, Kurt Gouveia 8, Doug Brown 6, James Francis 5, Marc 
Boutie 4, Twan Russell 4. Eddie Mason 3. Fred Strickland 
2, Jamel Williams 1. 
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